PRACTICAL TREATISE 

ON TUB 

LAW OF SLAVE R.¥. 

BEINa A 

COMPILATION 

OF ALL THE 

DECISIONS MADE ON THAT SUBJECT, 

IN THE 

SEVERAL COURTS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

AND 

STATE COURTS. 



WITH COPIOUS NOTES AND REFERENCES 

TO THE 

STATUTES AND OTHER AUTHORITIES, 

SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED. 



By JACOB D. WHEELER Esq. 

COUNSELLOR AT LAW. 



NEW YORK: 
ALLAN POLLOCK, J r . 

NEW ORLEANS, 
BENJAMIN LEVY. 
1837. 



Entered according to the Act of Congress, In the year 1837, 

By Allan Pollock, Jr. 
ill the Clerk's Office of the Southern District of New-York* 



NEW-yORK : 
CnAlGlIEAD Si ALLEN, I' 11 INTERS, 

112 Fnllon Street. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 



From the Hon. Judge Hitchcock of Alabama, 

New Yovk, IBih March, 18^%, 

1 Allan Pollock, Je. Esq. 

Sir: — I havo given a curt$bry perusal (nil that my time would allovi^,) to the 
work, ontitlod ** A Practical Treatise on the Lav/ of Slavery," upon which you 
httvo requested my opinion. 

As an abstract of the decisions to be found in the American Reports, upon that 
subject, arranged under convenient heads, I have no doubt it will be m valuable 
work for the use of the members, particularly of the Southern Bar of the United 
States. Respectfully, your obdt. servt. H. Hitchcook. 



From iLa New York Mercantile Advertiser, 
Slavery, — The proof sheets of a new work on this subject, which will be pub- 
lished next week by Mr. Pollock, 92 Fulton street, have been submitted to us. It 
is a compilation of all the decisions made on that subject in tiic several Courts of 
the United States, and State Courts, with copious notes and references t6 "the 
statutes and other authorities, systematically arranged, — 1 vol. 500 pages 8vo.—' 
From a recommendation of the I^on.t Judge Hitchcock, of Alabama, we have no 
doubt of its accuracy and usefulness, especially to the southern bar ; and at this 
particular time, a work of considerable interest at the north, ft is rarely we take 
up a book that is its equal in point of printing and paper, and it reflects great ere* 
dit on Messrs. Craighead and Allen, who are the printers. It will stand a compa« 
risen with the best London publications, and'we should be glad to see all other 
publishers pursue the same course in getting up their works that Mr. Pollock has 

dorife. — 

From the New York Star. 
Work on Slavery.— ^A. most important work is nearly ready for publication, 
and will be issued next week by Mr. Pollock, 92 Fulton street. It is a compiia* 
tion of all the decisions made on the subject of slavery by the several Courts oiF 
the United States and State Courts, with copious notes, indexes, &c. &c. by J. D, 
Wheeler, Esq. and very elegantly printed by Craighead &p Allen, At this crisis 
we should say such a work is of great interest and value, and should have a great 
circulation in the Soiithern States, as well as those States in which the question is 
agitating. 



ALLAN POLLOCK, Jr. 



LAW PUBLISHER, 92 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK. 

Can furnish the following icorki by the single copy^ or wholesale — viz : 

Ji. PRACTICAL ABRIDGEMENT of AMERICAN COMMON LAW 
C ASES, arguvd and determined in the Courts of the several states, and the United 
{States Courts, from the earliest period to tiie present time; alphabetically ar* 
rangod ; with Notes and References to the Statutes of each State, and analagous 
Ad^udicatiuns — Comprising under the several titles, a Practical Treatise on the 
difliorent branches of the Common Law. — By J. D. WHEELER, Esq* Counsel- 
lor at Law. 8 vols, royal octavo — price $6 per vol. in calf extra. 

Among the letters received commendatory of this Abridgement, are the follow* 
ing from Chancellor Kent and Chief Justice Marshall. 

Sir : — I have curiously looked over the first volume of Whetlcr''s Practical 
Abridgement of Common Law Cases ^ which you were so obliging as to send me. 
As far as I have bad time to examine the work, I have found it ably and accurately 
executed. The rapid multiplication of American Reports, suggests the necessity 
and: value of such an undertaking, and when it shall be completed, in the manner 
and style it has commenced, it will, and ought to become, an indispensable part of 
a LaL>yyor*s Library. I wish the Editor and publishers of the Abridgement, the 
utmost patronage and success. Your's respectfully, James Kent. 

From Chief Justice Marshall, dated Richmond^ April 26, 1834. 
Sir : — I received your letter of the 21st March, accompanying the first volume 
of Wheeler's Practical Abridgement of American Common Law Cases, which I 
have read rapidly. The plan is well adapted to the object of the writer, which is 
certainly a valuable one, to furnish the profession with some information respecting 
the decisions and peculiar statutory provisions of the difl'erent States which com- 
pose our great Republic. Reports have multiplied so enormously, that they can 
be collected only in public libraries, or in those of the wealthy and curious: 
t]iis interesting communication, therefore, can be communicated only by means of 
Ahridgements, or Treatises, such as Story 's Conflict of Laws. The plan on which 
Mr. Wheeler has executed his abridgement, appears to me judicious ; he has pre- 
sented with the necessary brevity^ the very point decided in the word$ of the 
Court. To speak positively on the accuracy of the selections, would require an in- 
timate knowledge with the Reports themselves, to which I have no pretensions ; 
but so far as I am acquainted with them, I am satisfied in his fidelity. 

Very respectfully, John MarshalLc 



A PRACTICAL and ELEMENTARY ABRIDGEMENT of the cases 
argued and determined in the Courts of King's Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, 
and at Nisi Prius, from the restoration in 1660, to Michaelmas Term, IV" Geo. 4* 
with important manuscript cases, alphabelically and chronologically arranged 
and translated, with copious notes and references to the year books, analagous ad- 
judications, text writers and statutes, specifying what decisions have been affirmed, 
recognised, qualified or overruled, comprising under several titles, a Practical 
Treatise on the different branches of the Common Law, by CHARLES 
PETERSDORF, Esq. of the Middle Temple. 15 vols, royal otavo. 

A supplement to the above work — being an abridgment of the cases decided in 
the same Courts from 4th Geo. IV to the present time, by ELISHA HAMMOND 
Esq. in 2 vols, royal octavo. * 

Wheaton's Reports of the Supreme Court of the United States, in 12 vols, 
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PRACTICAL TREATISE 



ON 



THE LAW OF SLAVERY 



I. DEFINITION AND NATURE OF * 

1. 

Clark v. M'Donald. June T. 1827. 4 M'Cord's Rep. 223. 

The action was brought against the defendant, as a common jjg,jQr,ion 
carrier, to recover the value of a negro woman and her child, who yJJ^JJj^y 
were passengers on board the defendant's boat from Charleston to of acairwr 
George Town. The boat came to an anchor at night at one of Jnd*a bale 
the inland creeks between those places, and at the ebb of *^®5afe°*^bZ 
tide the boat filled, and the slave and her child were lost. The cap- jog ^conaj- 
tain used all necessary diligence, and had a pilot on board. The human be- 
judge charged the jury, that there was no difference in the liability 
of the defendant, as captain of a steam-boat, for the loss of the 
slaves, than for the loss of bales of goods. Verdict for plaintiff. 
Motion for a new trial. 

The Court. Johnson, J., held there must be a new trial ; that 
there was a distinction between the liability of the carrier in the trans- 
portation of a slave and a bale of goods ; that the slave was a hu- 
man being, and the carrier could not control the operations of her 
mind, or her physical action. She might will her own destruction, 
or she might escape. And his honor, after referring to the cases 



* The definition of a slave by the Civil Code of Louisi^ma is thus given: " A slave 
is one who ia in the jjower i>f a mastef to whom he beloligs." Civil Code, ajri. XJO, 
and 173. 
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SLAVERY, 



of Rutherford V. M'Gowun, 1 Nott & M'Cord, p. 17. ; Cook v. 
Gourdin, 8 Nott & M'Cord, p. 19. ; and Miles v. Johnson, 1 Nott & 
M'C, 157., which he contended was not analogous, observed, that 
thn quttstion ought to have been left to the jury, whether the ac» 
cident happ^^ned by the negligence of the carrier, or the act of 
the slave, or by inevitable accident. 

2. 

State V. Thompson. Sept. 1807. 2 Overton's Rep. 96. 

Capable of Held by the Court, Overton, J., that where the defendant forcibly 
\ohti()ji. took a negro woman from the possession of another, under a claim 
of property, an indictment would lie against him. Slaves differ 
from all other property : they have reason and volition. Where a 
slave is in the possession, or in the ordinary employment of a per- 
son, mid another takes such slave away, it should not be matter 
of inquiry in this court whether the negro was willing to go or 
not. 

3. 

Waldon's Ex'r v. Payne. Fall T., 1794. 2 Wash. Rep., 1. 8. 
Hawkin's Adm*r. v. Craig, 6 Monroe's Rep. 254. 

And they Per Cur. Slaves, from their nature, are chattels, and were put 
ilered'chat- hands of executors before the act of 1793, declaring them to 
be personal estate. 

4. 

Beatly V. Judy, ET al. Spring T., 1833. 1 Dana's Rep. 101. 
Plumpton v. Cook, % Marshall's Rep. 450. 

So they are Per Ciir. The phrase "personal estate," in wills and con- 
perswS^'' tracts, should be construed as embracing feiaves. 

estate. 

5. 

McDowell's Adm'x v. Lawless. Oct. T. 1827. 6 Monroe's Rep. 
141. Dade V. Alexander, 1 Wash. Rep. 30. Walden v. 
Payne, 2 Wash. Rep., 1. Dunn and Wife v. Bray, 1 
Call, 338. Chinn and Wife v, Respass, 1 Monroe's 
Rep. 23. 

Ami are for P^'' ^w)'. Slaves were declared by law to be real estate, and 

many pur- riegcen^ to the heir at law. They are considered real estate in 
poses real 

estate. the casc of dcscents, • x 
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6. 

linDGiNS V, WniGiiTa, Nov. 180G. 1 Ilcn. & Munf. 134. 

Per Cur. Tucker^ J. F rom the first flcttlcment of tlic colony wii,> m-Q 
of Virginia to the year 1778 Oct. sess., all negroes, Moors, and mu-"'"^""- 
lattoes, except Turks and Moors in amity with G real Britain, brought 
into this country by sea or by land, were slaves, and by the uniform 
declaration of our laws, the descendants of females remain slaves to 
this day, unless thej can prove a right to freedom by actual 
emancipation, or by descent in maternal line from an emancipated 
female. See the case cx parte Ferrett, 1 Rep. Const. Court of 
South Carolina, p. 194. where the court held, that an East Indian, 
though ** a person of color," is not liable to be taxed under the or- 
dinance of the city council of Charleston, imposing a duty on 
" each free negro, or person of color, whether a descendant of a 
negro or otherwise." 

7. 

HuDGiNS V. Weighs. Nov. 1806. 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 

Held by the court, Green J., that to solve al! cloubts, the act of ^jj^ ^^^^^ 
1662 was passed, which declared, that all children born in this?""'^"* 

. quitur ven- 

country shall be bond or free, accordmg to the conaition of the trem ob- 
mother. It is the rule of the civil law. By that law the civil state coSnt^!^** 
of the child was determined by that of the mother at the time of 
the birth. 



* This rule of the Civil Law prevails in all the states, and in many of them sta- 
tiitc-s have been enacted upon the subject. See act of 1740, South Carolina, 2 
Brevard's Dig. 229. And in Georgia, by the act of 1770, Prince's Dig. 446. And by 
the Rev. Code of Mississippi, 369. Rev. Code of Virginia, vol. 1. p. 421. Civil 
Code of Louisiana, art. 183. And the same rule, that slaves follow the condition of 
the mother, obtains in the West Indies. Edward's West Indies, book 4. ch. 1. This 
rule was broken in upon in Maryland by an act passed in the year 1663, ch. 30, 
which estabUshes the common hiv^ doctrine, partus sequilur patrem. See the cases of 
Butler V. Craig, 2 Harris & M'Hen. 214. and Butler v. Boardman, 1 Har. & 
M'Hen. 371. The law was, however, changed by the act of 1715, wliich restored the 
maxim of the civil law, partxis sequUnr ventrem. 
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8. 

STATi2 V. Davis and Hanna, Dec. T. 1831. 2 Bnlley's Rep. 358. 

Definition Thc defenilimts were indicted under the bastardy act, and on 
toniwuul'' the mother'.s being called as a witness, it was objected that she was 
Irttto. tj mulatto ; but thc jury found them white women. The defend- 
ants were convicted, and moved to set aside the verdict, on thc 
ground of rtiisdirection in the charge of thc court. 

The court observed that the term mulatto, as used in this 
state, was vague, and signified, in general, a person of mixed white 
and negro blood, in whatever proportions it might be mingled. 
Thc various distinctions which have obtained in the French and 
Spanish i4.merican colonies has not been adopted in this state. 

Harper J., in delivering the opinion of the court, observed, that 
it seemed to be an error in the judge's charge to the jury, in 
stating, that " a mulatto was the olTspririg of parents, one of whom 
was white, and the other black," and that he " was disposed to 
think, that where the white blood predominated, the disqualifica- 
tion ought not to attach." According to this instruction, we 
understand, that the child of a quadroon and a mulatto, according 
to the distinction in Louisiana, must be accounted white. Yet, I 
supposfj, that even in Louisiana such a person would be called a 
mulatto. It is certainly true, as laid down by the presiding judge, 
that " every admixture of African . blood with the European, or 
white, is not to be referred to the degraded class." It would be dan- 
gerous and cruel to subject to this disqualification a person bearing 
all the features of a white, on account of some remote admixture of 
negro blood ; nor has the terrn mulatto, or person of color, I believe, 
been popularly attributed to such person. The shades are infinite, 
and it is difficult to fix a limit. I do not know that we can lay 
down any other rule than to give what appears to be the popular 
meaning of the word : to wit, that where there is a distinct and 
visible admixture of negro blood, the person is to be denominated 
a mulatto, or person of color. It is a question for the jury. In 
determining it, they may have the evidence of inspection as to 
color, and the peculiar negro features ; the evidence of reputation, 
as to parentage ; and such evidence as was offered in the present 
case, of the person having been received in society, and exercised 
the privilege of a white man. 
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9. 

The State v. Mary Hayes. June T. 1829. 1 Bailey's Rep. 

The prisoner was iiulictetl and convicted of keeping a disorderly Ami imy 
I bo known 

noUSC. l)y iiiHpcc- 



tion.* 



When brought up for sentence, O'Neal, J., decided, that the 
offspring of a white mother and a negro father is a " mulatto," 
within the meaning of the statute of 1740, and can be punished 
only by the tribunal specified by the statute. And if a mulatto be 
convicted in a court of sessions, the judge may, on inspection, re- 
fuse to pass sentence, and turn over the prisoner to a court of 
magistrates and freeholders. 

10, 

Maria et al. v. Surbaugii.Feb. T. 1825. 2 Rand. Rep. 228. ; Ne- 
gro Mary v. The Vestry of William and Mary's Parish, 
3 Har & M'Hen. Rep. 501. ; Davis v. Curry, 2 Bibb's 
Rep. 238. ; 2 Haywood's Rep. 170.; Mamonyv. Ash^on, 4 
Har & M'Hen. 305. ; Gobu v. Goeu, 1 Taylor's Rep. 114, ; 
GoBU V. GoBV. 2 Hayn'sRep. 170.; Davis v. Gurry, 2 
Bibb's Rep. 238. ; Gibbons v. Morse, 3 Halst. Rep. 253. ; 
Hall v. Mullin, 5 Har. & Johns. Rep. 190. ; Trongot v. 
Byers, 5 Cowen's Rep. 480. 

Per Cur. Green, J, Negro slaves were introduced in Vir- Every ne- 
ginia in 1620. They were always held as property, and the f^^^^ P*"Jj" 
children of female slaves were always held as slaves. be a slave-* 

11. 

Davis (a man of color) v. Curry. Fall. T. 1810. 2 Bibb's 

Rep. 238. 

Suit for freedom. The defendant relied on possession of the Or person 
plaintiff as a slave from the year 1789 ; and on the presumption of 



* In the Spanish and French West Indies, the following grades are distinguished : 
The first grade is that of the mulatto, which is the intermixture of a white person 
with a negro ; the second are the tercerones, which are the production of a white 
person and a mulatto ; the third grade are the quarterones, being the issue of a white 
person and a tercerone ; and the last are the quinteron'!s, being tl^e issue of a white 
person and a quarterone. Beyond this there is no degradation of color, not being distin- 
guishable from white persons, either by color or feature. Edwards' West Indies, book 
4. ch. 1. Stephens' Slavery of t^ie West India Colonies Delineated, p. 27. 

* This is the general doctrine in all the states, and the application of a different 
rule is only in cases where the person is a mulatto, or some other grade approxi- 
mating to a white person. See poet, title " Evidence," in actions for freedom.- 
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slavery ariaing from color, as being suflicicnt evidence of title in 
him, to put the plaintiff on proof of his freedom. And of this 
opinion was the court, and the plaintiff excepted. 

Per Cur. Boyle^ Ch. J. The question admits of but little doubt. 
Color and long possession are such presumptive evidences of 
slavery, as to throw the burden of proof on the party claiming his 
freedom. 

12. 

Brandon et. al.v. Planters' ani? Merchants* Bank of Hunts- 
viLLE. Jan. T. 1828. 1 Stewart's Rep. 320. S. P. Bynum 
v. Boswick, 4 Dessauss. 266. 

They can- Trover for bank notes found by the plaintiff's negro. It ap- 
noucquire pQ^red by the testimony of witnesses, that they were standing 
property, ^gar the engine house at the public square in Huntsville, when 
the negro boy was cutting wood near, and heard him exclaim he 
had found money, and saw the boy raising the bundle. The 
boy delivered the bundle to Brown, one of the witnesses, who 
took it to the bank. The plaintiff demanded the money of the 
bank, which was refused, and this action was commenced. The 
defendants demurred to the declaration of the plaintiffs. 

The court held, that the action would lie ; and that the posses- 
sion of the slave, by finding, is the possession of the master, and if 
it be taken from the slave by any person other than the true 
owner, the master may receive it. 

^ Per Cur. Saffold, J. Our slaves can do nothing in their own 
right ; can hold no property ; can neither buy, sell, barter, or dis- 
pose of any thing, without express permission from the master or 
overseer ; so that every thing that they can possess or do is, in 
legal contemplation, on the authority of the master. 

p^^ Crens/iaw), J. A slave is in absolute bondage ; he has no 
/- ^ civil right, and can hold no property, except at the will and plea- 
sure of his master ; and his master is his guardian and protector ; 
and all his rights and acquisitions and services are in the hands of 
his master. A slave is a rational being, endowed with volition and 
underp.tanding like the rest of mankind, and whatever he lawfully 
acquires, and gains possession of, by finding, or otherwise, is the 
acquirement and ^ possession o^ the master, A slave cannot take 
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property by descent or purchase.* And seo Hall v. Mullen, 
6 Har. & .Johns. 190. Where the court held, that no legal con- 
tract whatever tiould be made with a slave without the consent of 
his master. And in Jackson, ex. dein. the pEorLE, v. Lervey, 
6 Cowen'a Rep. 397., the court held, that a slave at common law 
could not contract matrimony, nor could the child of a slave take 
by descent or purchase. 

13. 

State v. Cecil. Spring T. 1812. 3 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 
208.; GoBU v. Gouu. 1 Taylor's Rep. 164. 
A woman of color was oftercd as a witness by the^attorney Colored 
General : and a gentleman swore that she was once a slave, but he perHoiwiiro 

, presumed 

had liberated her. She had a copy of the act of liberation; but the iVee, in 
original of which was in New-York. The council for the prisoner ^^'^^"^^ 
insisted that the court ought not to look at the copy, while the origi- 
nal is admitted to exist. 

Per Cur. The woman being of color, the presumption is that 
she was free born. Adele v. Beauregard, 1 Martin, 183. 
But this presumption is destroyed by the declaration of her former 
master. This declaration, however, must be taken in toto ; and it 



ses. 



* By the Civil Code of Louisiana, art 175., it is declared, that " all that a slave pos- 
sesses belongs to his master ; he possesses nothing of his own, except his peculium, 
that is to say, the sum of money or moveable estate, which his master chooses he 
should possess." " Slaves are incapable of inheriting or transmitting property." 
Art 945. " Slaves cannot dispose of, or receive by donation, intertdvos, or mortis 
causa, unless they have been previously and expressly enfranchised conformably to 
law, or unless they are expressly eafranchised by the act by which the donation is 
ma'ie to them." Art 1462. The earnings of slaves and the price of their service.^ 
belong to their o\^ners, who have their action to recover the aqiount from tliose who 
have employed them. Code of Practice, art 103. These principles prevail in all 
the states, and are taken from the civil law, and were adopted in all except Connec- 
ticut, and perhaps Massachusetts. Massachusetts' Historical Collections, vol. 4. 
p. 194, Dane's Abr. ch. 46. art. 2. Reeves' Domestic Relations, 340. ; Ban<;roft's 
History, vol. 1. p. 187. ; 2 Kent's Com. 252. They are far more rigorous than the 
Spanish and Portuguese laws applied to slaves in their colonies ; for by their laws a 
slave, may acquire money or property by his labor, at periods set apart for his own 
use and benefit, and the law will protect him in the possession of it. Stevens on 
Slavery, p. 59, 60. WraxaU's Memoirs, vol. 2. letter ?1. Stroud's Sketch of the 
Laws relating to Slavery, p. 46. The legislative enactments in the several btates, 
prohibiting the slave from acquiring or holding property, or hiring himself, &c., 
may be found in the following references : In South Carolina, James' Dig. 385. 
In Georgia, Prince's, Dig. 453. ; in Kentucky, 2 Litt. & Swi. Dig. 1150. ; 1 Rev 
Code of Virginia, 374. ; Mississippi Rev. Code, 375 ; Laws of Tennesee, Oct. 23, 
1813. ch. 135. ; in North Carolina, Haywood's Manual, ; Rev. Stat, of Missouri , 
p. 581. 
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establishes her cmaticipaiion in the same breath. Neither are we 
ready to say, that when, in the trial of a cause, a fact comes inci- 
dentally and collaterally to be proved, the rules of evidence are as 
strictly to be insisted on, as when the fact put in issue is to be made 
out. In the latter case the party has previous notice, and time 
to procure the best testimony, which, consequently, will be- re- 
(Juired. Not so in the former case, as on a motion for a new trial, 
or for a continuance, when a witness is examined on his voir dire. 
Witness sworn, 



II. ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF.* 

1. 

Seville v. Chretien. Sept. T. 1817. 5 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 375. 

Origin and Per Cur. Porter, J. It Is an admitted princip»le, that slavery has 
history of. ^^^^ permitted and tolerated in all the colonies established in 
America by the mother country. Not only of Africans, but also 



* The Spanifiirds and Portuguese were engaged in the traffic of Africaxi negroes 
and slaves before the discovery of America. Bancroft's History of the Uniteici States, 
vol. 1. p. 178. ; cjid the importation of slaves into tl»e Spanish colonies Ijegau as 
early as 1501. Irving's Vife of Columbus, vol. 3. App. No. (}. In the year 1562, Sir 
John Hawkins was engaged in transporting and selling slaves in the West! Indi^ ; 
and in the years 1585 and 1588, charters were granted by Queen Elizabeth, i^ncoura- 
ging the trade. lu i620, a Dutch vessel carried alaves from Africa to Vixgiriia, being 
the first importation in the English colonies. And in 1672, the African company was 
established in Great Britian. It appears by the records of the Dutch New Netherlands, 
that slaves existed in their settlements as early as 1620. Moulton's History of New- 
York, vol. 1. p. 373. : 2 TCent'i, Coin. vol. 2. p. 252. ; and in Massachusetts, between 
1630 and 1641. ; Ibid.;, an<i Massachusetts Collection, vol. 4. p. 194. Bancroft's 
History, vol. 1. p. 187. In the year 1663, slaves were found in Maryland, and it is 
supposed they were introduced there as early as 1580. The Royal African Company, 
chartered by Queen Elizabeth, in 1585, continued to supply the colonies until l'J'09, 
when the trade was thrown open. A more extended historical view of the subject 
may be considered out of place in a mere practical work. Those desirous of investi- 
ting the subject further, will find it treated in the Encyclopedia} Americana, tit. Slaves. 
Kent's Com. vol. 2. p. 252. .American Jurist, vol. 7. p. 1. Jefferson's Notes on Vir- 
ginia, p. 252. Burk's History of Virginia, 2211. Beverley'^? History of Virginia, 251. 

With respect to its dissolution. It was first commenced by a number of Quakers, 
in 1727, who liberated their slaves, both in England and the colonies of North America. 
In 1751, the Quakers made a formal abolition of it among themselves. In 178i3, the 
first petition was presented to parlinient for the abolition of the trade. See a statement 
'bf the proceedings in the Edinburgh Encyclopediye. The subject came again before the 
house of commons, in 1788, b'eing brought forward by Mr. Pitt, but without success. 

In 1792; the lionise of commons passed a bill for the abolition of the slave trade in 
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of Indiana. No legislative act of the colonies can be found *m rela* 
tion to it. The first introduction of slaves In the British colonies 
was accidental. In the year 1616, as stated by Robertson in his 
history, and in 1620, as stated by Judge Marshall in his Life of 
Washington, a Dutch ship, from the coast of Guinea, sold a part 
of her cargo of negroes to thq planters on James River. This 
was the origin of the slavery of the blacks in the British colonies, 
and it is thought that Indians, at this time, were held in slavery. 

2. 

Davis (a man of color) v. CtJiiRY. Fall T. 1810. 2 Bibb*8 

Rep. 238. 

In an action for freedom, Davis proved that, in the year 1789, he Slaves , 
was brought as a slave into the then district, now state of Kentucky, duced"*'^^i 
from the state of Delaware, where he had been held as a slave. ^^.^ . 

' mes by the 

There being no proof of any law of that state which authorized mother 
slavery, he moved the court to instruct the jury, that the evidence, 
on the part of the defendant, was not sufficient to support his title. 

The court refused the instructions, and he excepted. 

Per Cur. Boyle, Ch. J. , Slavery, it is believed, was introduced 
into the colonies by the regulation of the mother country, of which 



1795, but it was rejected by the house of lords. And iu 1796, Wiiberforce brought in 
a bill, providing that the slave trade should be abolished forever, after the 1st March, 
1797. See the debates in parliament of that year. In June, 1806, on motion of Mr. 
Pox, a bill passed, declaring the slave trade inconsistent with justice, humanity, and 
sound policy ; and tlie act finally abolishiug it, passed Feb. 5, 1807. The act, making it 
felony to be engaged in the slave trade, passed the British parliament, May 4, 1811, 
which was followed by the act, declaring the slave trade piracy, in 1824. 

The first act to prohibit the slave trade was passed in the year 1794. The act de- 
clared it illegal to fit out any vessel for the purpose of carrying on the trade. This was 
followed by the act of 1800, declaring it Unlawful for any citizen to have any property 
in any vessel employed in the trahsportation of slaves from one country to another. 
And by an act, passed iu 1807, it was declared, that after the 1st of Januaiy, 180S, 
it should not be lawful to bring into the United States, or the territories thereof, from 
any foreign place, any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold or sell 
him as a slave. In 1830, it was declared, that, if any citizen of the United States, 
belonging to the company of any foreign vessel, engaged in tha slave trade, or any 
person whatever belonging to the company of any vessel, owned, in wKolfe or in part, 
by, or navigated for, any citizen of tlie United States, should land on any foreign 
shore, to seize any negro or mulatto, not held to service by the laws of either of the 
states or territories of tlie United States, with intent to nmko him a slave, or should 
decoy, or forcibly carry off such negro, or mulalt«> or receive him on board any such 
vessel, with the intent aforesaid, he should be adjudigcd a pirate, and on conviction, 
suffer death. 

2 
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the courts in all the colonies were equally bound to take notice, in 
the same manner as the courts of the several states are now bound 
to take notice of any regulation of the general govcrament ; and 
what the courts of the colonies were bound to take notice, judicially, 
we must still be presumed to know, if not as matter of law, at least 
as matter of history. We must, therefore, presume that slavery is 
tolerated in Delaware, ir^asmuch as that was the case before the revo- 
lution. The presumption of sla/ery, which attaches to the plaintiff, 
is not destroyed by proof of his removal from that state. 

3 

Hall V. MuLLiN. June T, 1821. 6 Har. & Johns. Rep. 190. 

The condi- Benjamin Hall, by his will manumitted his slave Basil. It 
slaves does appeared, however, that Basil was upwards of 45 years of age, 
^J^Jjj^gP^gJy and therefore incapable of being emancipated. Afterwards, 
«pon the Henry L. Hall, the son of the testator, sold to Basil his slave 
dui law. Dolly MuUin, and who was the daughter of Basil, who then eman- 
cipated her ; and Henry L. Hall bequeathed property to her, both 
real and personal. The defendant entered upon this property, and 
this action of trespass was brought. 

It was contended, that Basil, not being manumitted, could not 
bestow freedom on Dolly Mullin, and that she was not capable of 
taking by the devise. 

Per Cur. Johnson, J., It has been contended, on the part of the 
appellant, that the condition of slaves in this state is regiilated by 
the civil law • and that as by that Jaw slaves could purchase pr . perty 
only for the sole use and benefit of their masters, that, therefore, 
the bill of sale of Dolly to Basii^ tire right to Dolly passed out of 
Hall, and became immediately vestf.d ih the then owners of Basil, 
who were the general representatives of Benjamin Hall. On the part 
of the appellee it is urged, that the slaves in this state are similar 
to villeins in England, when villeinage existed in that country; and 
thatv as in that country, when a villein purchased property, it did 
not pass immediately by or through bim to his lord, but remained 
in the villein until the lord entered on, or took possession of the 
property; any disposition made of such property, before the entry 
was made, or possession taken, was valid. Cooper's Justinian, 107. 
Litt. §177.* 



* Before the coftquest there were villeins in Great Britain. 1 Hume's Hist, of 
England, p 181. A villein might be by prescription or confession in a court of record. 
Co. Litt. 117. B. The last confession of villeinage is in 19 Hen. 6. (1441.) Loft. 
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As it appears by the civil law, Ihe property never abides for 
one instant in the slave, if the rifl:ht8 of Dolly Mullin, as derived 
from her father Basil, depend upon that law ; as Basil was jncapable 
to manumit, no claim on her part can rest on a deed of his execu- 
tion. But should her rights rest on the feudal law, applicable to 
villeinage, then, as Basil never was disturbed in the possesssion of 
Dolly by any of the representatives of Benjamin Hall, or any other 
person, before or after the deed of manumission was executed, that 
deed would be competent to set her fi ee, and, of course, renders 
her capable to take the land devised. But the condition and rights 
of slaves in this state depend exclusively, neither on the civil or 
feudal law, but may, perhaps, rest in part on both, subject, never- 
theless, to such changes in their condition and capacity tr con- 
tract as the laws of this state prescribe, and as contained iti'variv 
ous acts of our state legislature. By the act of 1715. ch. 44. § 11., 
it was prohibited " to trade, barter, commerce, or any way deal with 
any slave," without the leave of the master. The contract between 
Henry L. Hall and Basil under this act was void. 



WHO MAY BE HELD IN SLAVERY. 
(A.) Of the A3PRICAN. 
1. 

Negro Mary v. The Vestry op William and Mary's Parish. 
Oct. T. 1796. 3 Har. & M'Hen. 501. 

Negroes 

Petition for freedom. It was admitted the petitioner was de- j/^^JJ^jJ^^ 
scended from negro Mary, imported many years ago into this gascar may 

' be held aa 

— '■ ' slaves, 

17. ; and there were no villeins in gross in Great Britipu in 1547, and the last case on 

viKleinage ieto be found in Dyer, 266. pi. 11. It vpas virtually abolished by the statute 

12 Car. 2, ch. 24. These were some of the principles of villeinage : Villeinage <Je. 

scended to the issiie when the father and mother were villeins. Co. Litt. § 181. But 

if a freeman married a neif, their issue was free. Co, Litt. 123. If a neif had a bastard, 

he was free. The issue followed the condition of the father. The children of a free 

woman becoming villeins, and of a neif becoming free, where a freeman married a 

neif. Co. Litt. § 185. Villeins were either regardent, that is, annex^^d to thfe land, or 

else they <vere in gross, and annexed to the person of the lord, and transferrable by 

deed from one to another, the same any chattel, and they might be recovered as any 

other chattel. 
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country from Madagasctir; and the question was, whether she was 
entitled to her iVeedom. 

It was contended that Madagascar was not a pU\ce from which 
slaves were hrought, and that the act of 1715 related only to slaves 
brought in the usual course of the trade. On the other si(' , it 
was contended, that the petty provinces of Madagascar make war 
upon each other for slaves and plunder ; and they carry on the 
slave trade with Europeans. 

Per. Ctir. Madagascar being a country where the slave trade 
is practiced, and this being a country where it is tolei'atcd, it is 
incumbent on the petitioner to show her ancestor was free in her 
own country to entitle her to freedom, 



IIuDGiNs V. Wright. Nov. T. 1806. 1 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 1S9. 

The Afri- "^^^^ slavery of the African negro has existed f-om 

cans, or the time of bringing them into the colony. In many of the states 

negroes, i •» ■, 

have been express enactments have been made declaring them slaves: and 
the ^thiir" in Others they are slaves by custom. See the act .'jf assembly of 
jJl^^y^^'j]"^^ Maryland of 1G63, commented upon, and explained in Butler v. 
to the colo- Craig, 2 liar. & M'Henry's Rep. 214., and Butler v. Boardman, 
by %mnuel Har. & M'Hen. 371.; 2 Brevard's Dig. 229. ; " Prince's Dig, 
tom!'^' ' ^^^^ Mississipi, p. 369. ; 1 Rev. Code of Virginia, 

421. ; Code of Louisiana, art. 138. ; 2. Litt. & Svvi. 1149. 



(B) Op Indians. 
1. 

Seville v. Chretien. Sept. T. 1817. 5 Martin's Louisiana 
Rep. 275. State v. Van Waggoner. 1 Hals. Rep. 374. 

French go- Jlia</ieic5, J., delivered the Opinion of the court. The plaintiff, 
i^n'"l™uisi- appellant, sues, in fcrma pav-peris, to recover his liberty and 
^^l^^^*^^*^^ judgment having been given against him, he appealed. The evi- 
were held dence, which is all written in the form of depositions and other 
an/ Th"^' docun^ents, comes qp with the record, and a statement of the case 

freedom of J ^ ^| COUnsel. 

such was 

r*d b^Mh '^'^^^ district judge having admitted all the testimony offered, we 
establish- deem it useless to enter into a formal investigation and decision of 
Spanish each exception, })ut will proceed to state the facts, as drawn from 
n^en™' evidence which was properly received. A summary of such 
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V)f them BwS arc necessary to arrive at proper legal eouclusiong, may- 
be laid down as follows : In the year 1765 or 1766, Duchene, an 
Indian trader, brought an Indian woman to Opelousas, whom he 
sold to Chretien, thy father of the defrndant, and appellee. She 
died not long after, leaving a female child, who remained peace- 
ably with Chretien, as his slave, until some time during the period 
in wliich the Baron dc Carondelct was governor of the province 
of Louisiana, when she went to Ilew-Orleans with her master, for 
the purpose of claiming her freedom before the proper tribunal. 
It appears from a certificate of Peter Ped..-;sclaux, a notary, that 
a suit was commenced, but no record remains, or can be found, of 
the manner in ^vhich it terminated. She returned with Chretien, 
and remained with him as his slave until his death, which happened 
after the United States took posscs.fJon of the country under the 
treaty made with the French government in the year 1803. She 
was called Agnes, and brought forth several children while held in a 
state of slavery by Chretien, of whom the plaintiff, and appellant, 
is heir. After the death of the ancestor of the defendant, and the 
distribution of his estate, Agnes and some of her children, all de- 
scended from the Indian woman sold by Duchene, as above 
stated, brought suit in the parijb court of St. Landi-y against their 
owners, among whom was the present defendant, to recover their 
freedom. From a judgment by default, which afterwards became 
final, an appeal was taken to the superior court of the late terri- 
tory of Orleans, where the cause v/as tried by a jury, and a ver- 
dict rendered in favor of the then plaintiff, and appellee, Avhich 
was set aside by the court, on account of some misconduct in the 
jury, and a new trial ordered. The case remained in this situation 
until the change in the country, from a territorial to a state go- 
vernment, and was then transferred with others to the fifth district 
under the new system. As the person who became judge of that 
district had been engaged as counsel in the cause, it was transferred 
for trial to the second district, and the then appellee, who was the 
original plaintiff, not appearing to prosecute his suit, was declared by 
the court to be non-suited, and judgment was accordingly entered. 
It appears from the depositions of a Humber of witnesses, (ad- 
mitted by the parties to have been correctly taken, and to be pro- 
per evidence in the cause,) that at the time the Spanish government 
took possession of the countr}^ Viz. in 1769, under the secret trea- 
ty of cession made between France and Spain in 1763, many of 
the inhabitants of the colony, which had been established and set" 
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tied under the authority of the French government, held and pos- 
sessed Indians as slaves, and it seems to have been a beliei' pretty 
general among them that the practice of holduig Indians in slavery 
was tolero,fcd and authorized by that government. The fact that 
a considerable niimber of Indians and their descendants were held 
in slavery lit the period alluded to, is clearly proven. These be- 
ing all the important facts in the case, we will proceed to exaniine 
the plivintill's, and appellant's, claim to freedom, on the ground taken 
by his counsel. It is grounded on a judgment of the parish court 
of St. Landry, as being res judicata, by a competent tribunal. But 
if it be determined that it be not conclusively supported and es- 
tablished by the judgment, it is contended that the plaintiff, and 
appellant, is free by birth, being the lineal descendant of an In- 
dian woman. His counsel contends, that the decision of the cause 
must be according to the rules of the Spanish system of Jaws. 
According to these laws it is clear, that since the famous regula- 
tions of Charles V., made about the middle of the fifteenth century, 
Indians could not be reduced to slavery ; and if the case was to be 
decided by them, he would certainly be entitled to his freedom. 
But on the other side, it is contended, that this court ought to be 
governed in the determination of this suit by the municipallaws 
and usages of France, by which her American colonies were 
ruled. On this previous question our opinion is in favor of the 
defendant, and appellee. It is true that the province of Louisiana 
was ceded by France to Spain, in 1763, by a secret treaty, but no 
effectual possession of the country was taken until the arrival of 
governor O'Reilly in 1769. Now, it is an incontrovertible princi- 
ple of the law of nations, that in cases of the cession of any 
part of the dominions of one sovereign power to another, the in- 
habitants of the part ceded retain their ancient municipal regula- 
tions, until they are abrogated by some act of their new sovereign. 
In relation to the colony of Louisiana, nothing tending to repeal its 
former laws, such as they were under the French government, took 
place till the year 1769, and we have already seen that the Indian 
woman, the ancestor of the plaintiff, was brought into the country 
and sold as a slave in the year 1765 or 1766. 

Slavery, notwithstanding all that may have been said and writ- 
ten against it, as being unjust, arbitrary, and contrary to the laws 
of human nature, we find in history, to have existed from the ear- 
liest ages of the world down to the present day. In investigating the 
rights of the parties now before the court, it is deemed unneces- 
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sary to inquire into the different means by whicli one part of the 
human race have, in all ages, beeome the bontlsmen of the other, 
such as captivity being the offspring of those already enslaved, kc. 
However, we are of opinion, that it may be laid down as a legal 
axiom, that in all governments in which the municipal regulations 
arc not absolutely opposed to slavery, persons already reduced to 
that state may be held in it; and we also assume it, as a fust princi- 
pk', that slavery has been permitted and tolerated in all the colo- 
nies established in America by European powers, most clearly 
as relates to the blacks and Africans, and also in relation to In- 
dians in the first periods of conquest and colonization. Taking 
this principle for granted, it accounts, in some measure, for the ab- 
sence of any legislative act of European powers for the introduc- 
tion of slavery into their American dominions. If the record of 
any such act exists we have not been able to find any trace of it. 
It is true that Charles the Fifth, in the first part of the sixteenth 
century, granted a patent to one of his Flemish favorites, for the 
exclusive right of importing four thousand negroes into America, 
which was purchased by some Genoese merchants, who were the 
first who brought into a regular form the commerce for slaves be- 
tween Africa and America. A few years before a small number 
of negroes had been introduced by the permission of Ferdinand. 
But the privilege granted by the emperor, so far from being the 
first introduction of slavery into the new world, was intended as a 
means of enabling the planters to dispense with the slavery of the 
Indians, who had been reduced to a state of bondage by their Eu- 
ropean conquerors. A full account of these transactions may be 
seen in Robertson's History of America. On turning our atten- 
tion to the first settlement of the British colonies in America, we 
find that the introduction of negro slaves into one of the most im- 
portant, was accidental. In the year WW, as stated by Robert- 
son, and 1620, by Judge Marshall, in his life of Washington, a 
Dutch ship from the coast of Guinea sold a part dif her cargo 
of negroes to the planters on James river. This is the first origin 
of the slavery of the blacks in the British American provinces. 
About twenty years after, slaves were introduced into New Eng- 
land. All this took place without any previous legislative act on the 
subject; and it is believed that Indians were at the same time, and 
before, held in bondage. The absence of any act, ov instrument 
of government, under which their slavery originated, is not a mat- 
ter of greater surprise than that there should be none found au- 
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thoiizing the slavery of tlic blacks. The first act of the legislA* 
turc of the province of Virghiia oi\ the subject of the slllivery of 
the Indianfl, was passed in 1670, and one of its provisions, as we 
are informed by Judge Tucker, prohibits free or manumitted In- 
dians from purchasing christian servants. The words free or man- 
umitted arc useless and absurd, if there did not exist Indians in 
slavery, and Indians who had been slaves, and had been manumit- 
ted before and at the time this act was passed. Indeed, from the 
history and legislative proceedings of the BriCish colonies, both in 
the West India islands and in North America, it clearly appears, 
that in most, if not in all of them, the slavery of the Indians was 
tolerated by government in the early period of their settlement, 
without any specific legislation on that subject. The French go- 
vernment was later in establishing colonies in America than the 
British and Spanish. In our researches on the subject under con- 
sideration, we have not been able to discover any legislative act of 
it, by which the colonies were authorized to hold Indians in bond- 
age, but that it was customary to purchase and hold some classes 
of them in slavery, cannot be doubted. This cannot have been 
without the permission, or at least the toleration of government. 
Moreau de St. Mery, speaking of the black population of St. 
Domingo, observes, that among it are the descendants of some In- 
dians from Guiana, Louisiana, &c., whom government and indivi- 
duals, in violation of the law of nature, deemed it profitable to re- 
duce to slavery. 1 Hist. St. Dom. 67. In the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, he adds, there were upwards of three hundred^ 
Indian slaves, in the French part of St. Domingo. In 1730, the 
governor of Louisiana sent three hundred of the Natchez tribe to 
be sold. Several arrived after that period from Canada and 
Louisiana. Here we have historical facts establishing, beyond con- 
tradiction, the holding of Indians as slaves, in one of the French 
colonies, many of whom were transported from the very colony 
in which the ancestor of the plaintiff, and appellant, were held in 
bondage. Were it necessary to prove that they were legally held 
so, the evidence of it would be found in their being taxed as slaves, 
(2 St. Domingo Laws, 541 .,) a circumstance which creates, at least, 
a very violent presumption that the municipal regulations of the 
French colonie? did not prohibit the slavery of ilie Indians. 

This appears to have been the opinion of the S[ anish govern- 
ment, which we have seen succeeded to the French in Louisiana. 
Governor O'Reilly, in 1769, on taking possession of the colony, 
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discovered that a considerable number of Indians were held in 
slavery by the French colonists. This he declared, by a procla- 
mation, to be contrary to the wise and pious laws of Spain : but 
by the same instrument, he contVrmed the inhabitants in the pos- 
session of such Indian slaves, until the pleasure of the king, in 
this respect, could be known. Here is then a recognition of iho 
right of the possessors, to hold their Indians slaves, until the legis- 
lative will of the monarch should deprive them of it. This never 
did happen. In conformity with this opinion, is a decree of the 
Baron de Carondelet, twenty-five years after, in 1794, by which he 
orders two Indians, Alexis and David, to return to, and abide with 
their owners, until the royal will was expressed to the contrary. 
The inhabitants of the colony of Louisiana, while under the go- 
vernment and dominion of France, held Indians in slavery. The 
Spanish government, under which they passed, recognized their 
right to hold them, until it should be altered by a declaration of the 
king's will. It never was declared. The colony, without any 
change in the condition of the original population, is receded to 
the French nation, and by it transferred to the United States, under 
a treaty securing to its inhabitants their rights to property, as they 
stood under the former government. Throughout these political 
changes, the ancestor of the defendant, and appellee, remained un- 
disturbed in his possession of the plaintiff, and appellant's mother, 
as his slave, and of him since his birth. It is true that, during the 
government of the Baron de Carondelet, the plaintiff's mother, as 
has been stated, made an attempt to obtain her freedom. What 
proceedings took place before that governor, whether any, or what 
judgment was rendered, cannot now be ascertained. The only 
thing clear is, that she returned with the defendant's father from 
New-Orleans, and remained with him as his slave until his death. 
This certainly raises a presumption, that the suit terminated in a 
manner unfavorable to her claim. If this is to have any weight 
on the determination of the present case, it must certainly .be placed 
against the plaintiff. Upon the whole, we are of opinion, that 
neither from a view of political changes in the country, nor a fair 
examination of the subject, is the plaintiff, and appellant, entitled 
to his freedom. 
3 
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2.. 

Ulzire et al. v. Poex' Farre, May T. 1824. 14 Martin's 

Rep. 504. 

The issue Per Cur. Porter^ J. This is an action in which the plaintiffs, 

of an Indian i i » 

woman is who avcr that they are aescended from Indians, now claim their 
freedom. The issue joined is Uberi vcl non. The cause was sub- 
mitted to a jury, on special facts, who have found that the petition- 
ers are descended from an Indian woman of the Chickasaw tribe ; 
and that the defendant has shown no title to hold them as slaves. 
On this verdict, the duty of the court is very simple : if the defend- 
ant hold the plaintiffs in slavery without any title, he does so ille- 
gally, and they must be set free. Judgment affirmed, 

3. 

Butt v. Rachel et al. Feb. T, 1814. 4 Munf. Rep. 209. S. 
P. HuDGiNs V. Wrights, 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. ; Pallas 
ET AL. v. Hill et al., 3 Hen. & Munf. 149. ; 1 Tuck. 
Blk., part 2. p. 47. 

A native Suit for freedom. The plaintiffs claimed their freedom as being 
(lescendants of Paupouse, a native American female Indian, who 
Irvfrgink '''^^ brought into Virginia about the year 1747; and moved the 
since Icoi court to instruct the jury, that no native American Indian brou"^ht 

could not. . tT. • . . ^1 , ^ 

lawiuiiy be ^^^0 Virginia Since the year 1691, could, under any circumstances, 
!-erj, aw!o' ^^^^ ^ > ^^bich instruction the court gave. The defend- 
wus ^"hive to hold the slaves upon the ground, that though they 

inthecoun- were the descendants of Paupouse, a native American Indian, yet 
whiclrshe Paupouse was a slave, and held as such in the Island of Jamaica, 
by the wife of a Mr. Ivey, and brought by the said Ivey into Vir- 
ginia, as a slave, about the year 1747. And the defendant moved 
the court to instruct the jury that a native American Indian, held 
in Jamaica as a slave, under the laws of that island, and imported 
into Virginia by her proprietor in the year 1746, or 1747, might 
lawfully be held as a slave in Virginia, notwithstanding such person 
was a native American Indian. But the court refused to give the 
instructions. Verdict and judgment for plaintiffs, from which the 
defendants appealed. And on a subsequent day the court affirmed 
the judgment. 
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4. 

HuDGiNS V. Wrights, Nov. T. 180C. 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 
Pallas et al, v. Hill et al., 2 Hen. & Munf. 149. 

The court held, that Indians had always been considered as No native 
free persons, in fact and in right. In the year 1679, the Viririnia could have 
legislature passed an act, declaring Indian prisoners taken in 
war to be slaves : and in the year 1682, another act was passed, Y'*'S'"'!i_, 

' J ' •» ' since lo91. 

declaring that Indians sold to us by neighboring Indians, and 
others trading with us, should be slaves. But in the year 
1691 these acts were repealed, and no Indian could be made a 
slave under the laws of Virginia since the latter period. And the 
General Court, in April T. 1777, decided that all American In- 
dians brought into this country since the year 1705, and their 
descendants in the maternal line, are free. See Jenkins v. Tom. 
1 Wash. Rep. 123. Coleman v. Dick. & Pat., 1 Wash. 
Rep. 239. 

5. 

HuDGiNS V, Wrights, Nov. T. 1806. 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 
Hook v. Nanny Pagee, 2 Munf. 379. 

Held by the court, that the presumption was, that all Indians rj^^ 
introduced into the state, at any time, were prima facie presumed j^J^P-JP^^ 
to be free, or that, if the date of their introduction did notvor. 
appear, the prima facie presumption was, that they were Ameri- 
can Indians, and brought in after the act of 1705, and therefore 
free. 

6. 

HuDGiNs v. Wrights, Nov. T. 1806. 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 

Held by the court, that if a female ancestor of a person assert- Which may 
ing a right to freedom, whose genealogy is traced back to such ''e<| 
ancestor through females only, be proved to have been an Indian, 
it seems incumbent on those who claim such person as a slave, to 
show that such ancestor, or some female from whom she de- 
scended, was brought into Virginia between the years 1679 and 
1691, and under circumstances which, according to the laws then 
in force, created aright to hold her in slavery. 
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7. 

Grkoohy v. Bougm, March T. T1831. 2 Leigh's Rep. 686. 
And which Per GreeHf J, I cannot for a moment doubt the propriety of 
Son"""Inay the former decisions of this court, and of the instruction under 

again be consideration, that proof that a pavtv is descended in the female 
supported * • ' * , /» . 

by facts line from an Indi.an woman, and especially a native iflmcncan, 

cnmston- without any thing more, is prima facie proof of his right to free- 
dom — liable to be repelled by proof that his race has been imme- 
moriably held in slavery ; which hiay be in turn rebutted by the 
consideration of the ignorance and the helpless condition of per- 
sons in that situation, aided by other circumstances, such as that 
many such were bound by law to a service equivalent, in all re- 
spects, to a state of temporary slavery, until they attained the age 
of thirty-one years ; and in many cases, (according to circum- 
stances existing almost in every case,) for an uncertain term 
beyond that age. 



8. 

State v. Van Waggoner. April T. 1797. 1 Halst. Rep. 874. 
Indians On a habeas corpus for the body of Rose, an Indian woman, 

were Held 

in slavery claimed by the defendant as a slave, it appeared that the mother 
j"rsey^* of Rose had been purchased as a slave, and had been held as such 
for 55 years. It was contended, that as the mother and daughter 
were confessedly Indians, it furnished prima facie evidence, at least, 
that they were free. On the other hand, it was contended, that 
the acts of the legislature of New Jersey, recognised Indians as 
slaves. March 11, 1713 — 14. Allison, p. 18. And the act of May 
10, 1768 ; and also the act of 1769. And the same principles pre- 
vailed in Pennsylvania. 1 Dall. Rep. 167. 

Per Cur. Kinsey, Ch. J. The habeas corpus in this rase 
seems to have been sued out under the supposition that an Indian 
could not be a slave under our laws. But this idea is contradicted 
by various acts of assembly, some of which have been cited on the 
argument ; and, indeed, it cannot be urged with any show of reason. 
They have been so long recognised as slaves in our law, that it 
would be as great a violation of the rights of property to establish 
a contrary doctrine at the present day, as it would in the case of 
Africans ; and as useless to investigate the manner in which they 
originally lost their freedom. 
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( C. ) Of White PraiisoNS, 

BuTLLH V. BoARMAN, Sept. T. 1770. 1 Har. & M'Hen. 371. 

The petitioners, William and Mary Butler, clainied their free- a \vhit<» 

dom, as beinjj descended from a free white woman, called lillcanor, 

or Irish Nell, who was brought into Maryland by Lord Baltimore, with a hIuva 

as a domestic servanH, before the year 1681. Ihey were clauned defmod 

as slaves by reason of the marriage of their ancestor, Irish Nell, jJ[*o,°gj, "iJe 

with a negro slave, under the act of 1663, ch. 30,, It was in !>ct subiect- 

. . mg thorn 

proof, that she was married to the negro slave in the year 1681, to sl^verjr 

and in the same year, but afterwards, the act was repealed. The ^ im^edC 

court adjudged the petitioners free ; and the defendant appealed jjj^'x ^^J^'"^ 

to this court, where, after argument, the judgment was reversed ; riage. 

the court holding, that the issue born after the repealing law were 

slaves, the marriage taking place before the repeal ; or, in other 

words, where a white woman intermarried with a slave, the issue 

are slaves, though the act subjecting such issue to slavery, was 

repealed, if the marriage took place before the repeal of the act, 

2. ' ■ 

Butler v. Craig. Oct. T. 1787. % Har. & M'Hen., Rep. 214. 
And see Butler v. Boarman, 1 Har. & M'Hen. Rep. 374. 

Petition for freedom by Mary Butler, claiming her freedom as Before the 

issup of* ft 

a descendant of Irish Nell, a free white woman. After proof of free white 
the descent of the petitioner from Irish Nell, the defendant offered ^e'' helVlS 
to read the evidence taken in the former cause of Butler v. Boat- slavery un- 

, - . . , . der the act 

man, to prove that Irish Nell was married to a negro slave, during of i6(j3,for 

the existence of the act of 1663 3 and to prove that she was a slave, ne^gJJ'"j5a^ 

and all the issue and descendants from the said marriage have ^^ing such 

been constantly held and considered as slaves, and that the peti- and her is- 

tibner, one of the descendants, had alwaj's been held and considered convic- 

as a slave by the defendant. To which evidence the petitioner's ^'on tbe 

. \ mother 

counsel objected, alleging, that a record of the conviction of the must be 
said Irish Nell, for having intermarried with the slave, should be^'^*'^^ ' 
produced, and that without such conviction, neither the said Irish 
Nell, nor any of her descendants could legally be slaves. 

The court was of opinion, that without a conviction in a court 
of record of Irish Nell's having intermarried with a slave, she could 
not become a slave, nor could her issue become slaves by virtue 
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of such marriage ; and that no presumption of conviction could 
arise from the petitioner and her ancestors having been held in 
slavery. 

The defendant appealed, and the court confirmed the judgment. 

# 3. 

Hook v. Nanny Pagee, and her children. June, T. 1811. 

2 Munf. Rep. 379. 

If from <n- Suit for freedom. The Jury found, amonjr other thina-s, that 

apectton it ^. „ , . . i /. .. . tir 

appoars to Nanny Fagee was a white woman, m the following words : ** We 
tfiepStiff the jury also find, from inspection, that the said Nanny Pagee 
iB a white jy a white woman ; We of the jury therefore find that the plaintiffs 
t?»e^ oi'Yht are free persons, and not slaves." 

he i3"a free ^^^s contended that the word therefore, compels the court to 
lei"' =t "be '"^"^'^^ whether the premises were correct from which the jury 
proved that drew their conclusion. On the other hand, it was said, that the 
ded ff'^the verdict closed all other questions, by finding that the plaintiffs were 
IFnefroma^'^^'^ persons. HuDGiNs V. Wriuhts, 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 
slave. Per Cur. Brooke, J. It is said, that the distinguishing charac- 

teristics of the different species of the human race are so visibly 
marked, that those species may be readily discriminated from each 
other by inspection, and that in the case of a person visibly ap- 
pearing to be of a slave race, it is incumbent on him to make out 
his freedom ; but in the case of a person visibly appearing to be 
of a free race, it is required of his adversary to show he is a 
slave. Applying the doctrine to the case, I have no doubt the 
judgment of the district court was correct upon the verdict of 
the jury ; putting out of the case every thing in the verdict, 
except the finding of the jury, that from inspection, the said plain- 
tiff, Nanny Pagee, is a white woman ; and this is quite sufficient, it 
being incumbent on the defendant to have proved, if he could, that 
the plaintiff was descended in the maternal line from a slave. 
Having not proved it, she and her children must be considered 
as free. 
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(IV.) OF THE INCREASE OF SLAVES. 

(A.) To WHOM THE INCKBASE BELONGS. 

1. 

ErWIN & OTHERS V. KiLPATRIOK AND OTHERS. June T, 1825. 

3 Hawk's North Carolina Rep. 456.; Glasgow v. Flowers, 
1 Haywood's Rep. 233.; Timms v. Potter, Martin's N. C. 
Rep. 22.; Jones v. Jones, C. & N. 310.; Preston v. 
M*Gaughey, C. C, U. S., Cook's Rep. 113. 

This was a petition filed in the court belov/, against the de- The in- 
fendantsj as executors of the last will of WilUam JErwin, deceased. Xmsbom 
The Petition stated, that the petitioners were the daughters of the jjjj"'^^?^^^,^®^ 
testator, who having mad^ a last will and testament, died, and gatee for 
the defendants proved the will, and assumed the execution thereof. [o'iht^uUo? 
That among other bequests, the will contaiaed the following : " [gg'^^ho^'ig 
my wife cease to be my widow by marriage, it is my will that the abso- 
she shall have her bed, and her choice of one horse, and a fifth er. 
part of the household and kitchen furniture, but have no further 
claim to the use of my negroes. In this case, or at her death, 
it h my will that my son Joseph shall have my negro named 
Isaac, and my son John shall have Jar;k, and Lyd h;« wife, re- 
quiring of him some care of, and attention to, such of his sisters 
as may remain unmarried." The petition further statodi that 
after the death of the testator^ and during the life of his widow, 
the slave Lyd had issue two children, Alfred and Verdy, after 
which the widow died ; that the testator's son Joseph is dead 
without issue, and that John Erwin claims the negroes. The 
petition then insists, that the negroes Alfred and Verdy were un- 
disposed of by the will, alhd prays that the defendants may be 
compelled !i)al<i£j distribution among the petitioners and John 
Erwin, the surving children of the testator. 

John Erwin, the son, beliig also made a defendant, answered, 
clauning the negroes Alfred and Verdy, (the children of Lyd, born 
during the life estate of his mother,) because he was by the will 
entitled ^o the mother, Lyd, after the death of the widow. 

Th« pietitioh Was dismissed, and the petitioners appealed. 

Ppr Cur. Taylor, Ch. J. Ever since the case of Timnis v. 
Potter^ the question arising in this c&se has been considered at 
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rest : fl^iid jt^tiroulci be attcmdod with the most mischievous consc- 
quencei,^ draw i( itlto controversy. It has now become a 
fixed rule of property, that the increase of slaves born during^ the 
life of the legatee for life, belong to the ulterior legatee, who is 
the absolute owner. The judgment must be affirmed. 

%. 

Peestok v. M'Gaughby. June T. 1812. 1 Cook's Rep. 115. 
CiiAia v. EsTBs, 1 Cook's Rep. 381. 

A contrary The court held, that it had been too long settled to be recalled, 
hicreaTe if there be an estate for life in a negro woman, and pending 

applies to the estate she has children, they will go to the remainder-man. 

live stock. » J o 

Per OvertoUi J. From the cases it will appear, that if a negro 

woman is devised to one for life, with remainder to another, and 
during the life estate the woman have children, they belong not to 
him who has the life estate, but to the remainder-man. The in- 
crease must go to the person who has the general property, and 
not to the owner of the particular interest. But the rule does not 
apply " to live stock." Murphy v. Rlgg, 1 Marsh. 532. ; Miller 
V. M'Clelland, 7 Munroe's Rep. 232. 

3. 

Timm's v. Potter, 1 Haywood's Rep. 234. ; Craig v. Eustis, 
1 Cook's Rep. 381, ; Preston v. M*Gaughey, Cook's Rep. 113. 

The issue Held by the court, that the issue of a female slave follows the 
condition condition of the mother, and belongs to the remainder-man, and 
2!e?^ the tenant for life. 

4. 

Ned ET. AL, V. Beal. Brmm T. 1811. 2 Bibb, 298. 

San^B rule The testator devised that his negro slave Jude should be free 
tucky. in 1804. After the death of the testator, and before the year 
1804, the plaintiffs were born of Jude, who brought this suit for 
their freedom against Beal, who claimed them as slaves. The 
circuit court gave judgment for defendant. 

Per Cur. Boyle^ Ch. J. The general rule is, that the children 
follow the condition of the mother, at the time of their birth, ac- 
cording to the mdiyiim partus sequitur ventrem. Hence, it naturally 
follows, if Jude, the mother of the appellants, were at the time of 
their birth a slave, that they are also slaves. Judgment affirmed. 
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5. 



SooTT V, Do»soN, October T. 1749. 1 Har. ^ M'tlenry, 
160. ; SoMMEiiviLLE V. JoiiNsoN, 1 Hur. Sc M'Henry, 
348, ; Hamilton v. Ciiaig, G Ilur. & Johns. Rep. 18. 

Heplcvin for Lewis and Sampson, two negro boy«, and Kate A^^lrflnioo 
and Phojbe. The jury found, that liciijamiu Parrot, by bis h\ta 
will and testament, devised as follows : " I leave unto niy wife j;ntitJ«Mi to 
four negroes during her natural life ; that is to say, Kate, Alice, hom'3u-" 
Morcah, and Rose, and after her death to be divided between my JIJ** ^JjjJ,^ 
seven children, Benjamin, Mary, Hannah, Eliza, Jane, Rebecca 
and William Parrot." The defendant, Hannah, is one of the 
children mentioned In the will, and took and detained the negroes 
after the death of the testator's wife, and the plaintiff intermarried 
with the widow ; that the negroes mentioned in the declaration 
were born after the death of the testator, of the bodies of the 
slaves mentioned in the will, and while they were in the posses- 
sion of the widow of the testator and her husband. The provin* 
cial court gave judgment for the defendant, and the plaintiflf 
appealed to this court where the judgment vvuh reversed. , And, 
see Sommerville v. Johnson, Feb. T. 1770, 1 Hat. & M*Hen- 
ry, 348., and Mr. Dulany''s opinion appended to the case. In 
speaking of the aboVe case? Mr. Dulany says, that ttjc bar 
of Maryland have considered the case as settling the la>;-, that 
purchases have been made, and much property is held under 
the decision. And that the two principal reasons which go- 
verned the court were, 1st. That the issue ought to go to the 
person to whom the use was limited ; otherwise, having no in- 
terest worth regarding, he might not take care of the issue, and 
that it would only be a reasonable satisfaction for the expenses of 
maintenance, 2d. That when the use is given, a bounty at all 
events is intended ; but instead of a benefit, if th issue should go 
over, there might be a loss.* And in Bohen v. Headly, 7 Har. & 
Johns. Rep. 257., Archer, J., held, that the issue of slaves born 
during the existence of a tenancy for life belong to the tenant. 



* And see Mr< Dulany's opinion, 1 Har. &. M'llenry, 557., where he held, ihnt 
where A. was possessed of a negro woman slave, who in the life time of A. had 
issue, which issue also had issue after the deatli of A., can the representatives of A. 
claim a share in the issue of the children born after the death of A. ? I think the 
representatives of A. migfnt claim the issue. 
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a. 

HAMil4;(J|;y* ;CiiAG^. June T. 18^3. 6 Har. & Johns. Rep. 16 ; 
S. pi Scott V." DoBsoN, 1 Har. & M'llen. 160. ; Sommer- 
ViiLE V, J(j)iiNsoN, ibid. p. 352.; STANDli'OftD v. Amos, 
t< Har„ & Jdliiis. Efp. 526. 

Wkro n 'f'^^^ court, BuclumaUi J., held, that were a negrO woman was 
negro wo- devised to one durinfi; the life of the devisee, and then to be free, 

nmii bo- , o ' 

qucAUlicd the children born during the life of the devisee would be slaves. 

the lift? of They follow the condition of the mother at the time of the birth, 

SS!o' '*^^^» t^o"©^ become free herself, on the death of the legatee, 

l1fo'"af was, during her life time, not in the capacity of a servant, but in 

ler' the the state and condition of a slave ;* she had no civil rights, and 

fostator could have pursued no legal remedy against her mistress on any 

shall /j^"''" ^^^count ; <she could have made no will, and was infcapabte of tak- 

loijg to the ing by descent or by purchase, the product of her labor belonged 

the^ground hcf mistress ; she could neither plead or be impleaded, and was 

sue is to be subject ^tQ all the disabilities and incapacities incident to a state of 

considered slavery. She was a mere chattel, the pioperty of her mistress, 

not as an.* ' ' r ■■> • ■ 

accessary, who couW have sold or transferred her at pleasure. In thiS state 

of the of slaVeW the petitioner Was born, and though on the death of the 

and to go legatee, the mother became free, yet she may be said then first to 
to the per- , *^ . . . . , 

son to have been " born into civil life," and her new-born capacities, in- 
uie"is ihn- cident t<5 her new state of being, could not have a retrospect to 
the time of the birth of her children, to the effect of giving them 
civil rights. , 

7. 

CoNKLiN V. Havens, August T. 1815- 12 Johns. Rep. 314. 
The same Trespass and false- imprisonment. One Conklin was owner 
ton "been a- of a ncgro slavc, named Maria, anid her daughter Cloe, and by his 
New^York! ^^^^ bequeathed as follows : " Item, I give my negro wench, Maria, 
her time ; and I give *o Maria her daughter Cloe, during her 
natural life." The {)laintifr was a child of Cloe, and the question 
was, whether she was a slave. 

Per Cur. Yaks, J. Our opinion is, that by the words of the 
will the testator gave Cloe to her mother during the life of the 

* .ln the circuit court of the United States, Judge Cranch held, in tlie cases of Ne- 
groes Peter and Lewis v. D. T. Cureton and Preness, November T. 1824, that thechil. 
dren of a female slave sold for a term of years, horn during the servitude, ariB the slaves 
of the person entitled to the r.ervice of the mother at the time of the birth. And the 
same principle was decided in ihe case of Negro Sarah v. Elijah Taylor, November T. 
18J.8, and Negro Fanny v. Isaac Kell. May T. 1824. 
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motlior. AccoMlngp io tl;e principles of law, a person hiring an 
animal is eiititle|^o the increase, hecausc, for hiring for a time he 
becomes tempOt«i?y proprietor for the time of the animal. And 
the doctrine Ijticolnes stronger wheVe tlie hiring 19 for life, 

The chiiai»eii of Cloe were horn during the life time of Maria, 
and wliile she was entitled to her services. They, therefore, 
belonged to her ; and in case of her deceascj to her legal ' re- 
presentatives ; and if there be no such reprc8ent?it|ves, which is 
probably the case in this instance, the children being the issue o.f 
her own daughter, they, of course, have become free. The plain- 
tiff being Oni of those children, if not entitled to his freedom alto- 
gefber, at all events, cannot be claimed by the defendant in this 
case. 

(B.) Of THE GRANT OK, DEVISB OP THE INCREASE. 

Puller's Exr's v. Puller. December T. 1824. 3 Rand. |lep, 

This was a bill by Mrs. Puller against the executor^ of her 
husband, enjoining them not to sell two slaves, Garret and Icy, The \«o?a 
which they had advertised. ^ i^^^^ 

The testator. Puller, on the 4th of March, 1818, made hii wil), ^^ouW ge- 
and devised as follows : I give to my beloved wife, Ann Puller, restricted 
600 acres of land, including my present dwelling, and a negro uire\nc£'e 
womatt named Jenny, and her increase," &c. Jenny h£td two bluT^^ay 
children, Garret and Icy ; the youngest of whom was 14 years of 
age at tbe date of the will. Jenny was near 40 years of age at the bom be- 
date of the will, and had borne no children for the last 14 years, 
which was known to the testator. And the question was, whether 
these children passed under the will to Mrs. Puller ; or, in; other 
words, whether the term increase in a will conveyed the past as 
well as the future children. The Chancellor decreed in favor of 
Mrs. Puller, and the defendant appealed. 

The court {Coalter, Cabell^ and the PrcsK?enf,^delivering opinions) 
held, that the word increase ought to be construed to apply to the 
future offspring, if the expression be not enlarged by the context 
of the will, or other admissible evidence. See Reno v. Davis, 
4 Hen. & Munf. 283. 

Per Cabell, J., after observing the decree must be affirmed, 
said, there is not only no case fixing the import of the term increase, 
but it is most certain that when taken abstractedly, it is variously 
understood even among judges. Chancellor Wythe and Judge 
Fleming gave it an enlarged, and Judge Tucker and the Judge 
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who preceded me, gave it a restricted interpretation. ^ I am ttlso 
inclined to believe, that it is generally used in the restricted sense, 
so as to embrace future increase only ; and although it is quite 
common to and expressly the term/Mfwrc, yet that is done out of 
abundjxnt caution to remove all doul)t upon the subject. 

2, 

Banks* Adm'r v. Makksbury. Spring T. 1823. 3 Little's 

Rep. 275. " 

The owner The administrator of Rachel Banks sued Marksbury in detenve, 

of a feinuie .11 

slave may to recover sundry slaves. 

one ^/hia ' P^^'"^'^ claimed title under a deed of gift of Samuel 

children, Marksbury, which was in these words; " For and in consideration 

and the fu- _ , 1 i ' .n t 1 » -i r • i 

ture in- of love and good will I bear to my children, I give and grant to my 

another. ^^^^ Samuel Marksbury, my negro wench Pen ; and her increase 
from this time I do give to my daughter Rachel Marksbury." 
R,achel intermarried with William Banks, and the wench bad 
several children, now held by the defendant. The court instructed 
the jury, that the plaintiff had no right to recover. 

Per Cur, It is contended, that no interest in the slave in question 
passed bj the deed, being her future increase which was given, and 
the donor had nothing in him to give at the time ; and that a man 
cannot make a good grant, or gift, unless the thing be in him at 
the time of the grant, according to the maxim nmo dai quod mn 
habet. Without controverting the correctness of this maxima or of 
the principle on which it is founded, we have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that it is inapplicable to the present case. He who is the ab- 
solute owner of a thing, owns all its faculties for profits or in- 
crease ; and he may, no doubt, grant the profits or increase 
as well as the thing itself. Thus, it is every day's practice to 
grant the future rents or profits of real estate ; and it is held, that 
a man may grant the wool of a flock of sheep for years. Noy's 
Max. 83. The interest which the donor's daughter Rachel took 
in the increase of Pen must, indeed, from its nature, have been 
contingent at the time of the gift ; but as the children of Pen were 
thereafter born, they would, by the operation of the deed, vest in 
the donee, 

3. 

Eeno's Ex'rs v. Davis and Wife. November T. 1809. 4 
Hen. & Munf. 283. ; Kernon v. Roberts, 1 Wash. 
Rep. 107. ; Davis v. Miller, 1 Call, 127. ; Shelton 
V. Shelton. 1 Wash. Rep. 66. 

increate in The casc depended upon the construction of Reno*s will, which 
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wa».m the following words : " Item, I give and bequeath unto my a will i« 
tlaughlterf Jane Reno, a negro woman and her increase, named oua'' ami if 
Sib, to her and her heirs forever." Before the date of the will, i'S^^ 
Sib had two children, and after the death of the testator had 
another ; and the question was, whether the clamiant was entitled win tuUon 
to all the children, or only to the one born after the testator's Umy'iiroi^- 
death. . plumed by 

parol tesii- 

The court held, that the word increase, (without the word future mouy. 
prefixed,) in the bequest of a female slave, was ambiguous, and 
must be explained by the whole will taken together ; and if the 
meaning of the testator cannot be discovered, t hen parol testimony 
may be admitted. See Couts v. Craig, 2 Hen. & Munf. 622. ; 
Fleming v. Willes, 2 Call's Rep. 5. 

Per Fleming, J. The word increase may well be construed to 
include the children of Sib, born as well before as after the date 
of the will, and ought to be construed most favorably to the lega- 
tees, and to have the same import as if, instead of the word increase, 
he had used the word offspring. And I am rather inclined to be- 
lieve, that all the children of Sib were intended t^) pass by the be- 
quest, as the word increase precedes the name of the mother ; and 
if the testator had intended that none should pass but those there- 
after born, he probably would have bequeathed Sib and her future 
increase, which would have removed all doubt upon the subject, 

4, 

Marlin v. Marlin. August T. 1832. 3 Yerger's Tennessee 

Rep. 546. 

On the 20Lh May, 1813, W. Lucas, of Orange county, Vir- The words 
ginia, made and published his last will and testament. Among crease^' ili 
numerous bequests in the will, is the following : " I lend to my qJ-** ^JJJJJJaie 
daughter, Rachel Marlin, three negroes, now in her possession, slaves, ex- 
Hannah, Harry, and Major, during her natural life, and after her to^c^nbrace 
decease, I give unto all the children oi Sarah Marlin, deceased, ^^^^ 
the negroes above named, to be equally divided among them, with are born 
all their future increase, to them, their heirs, &c. forever." By bequest 
the same will he gave to his daughter Rachel Marlin, his negro Smiot'^by 
ffiri Winney, then in her possession, with all her future increase, construe- 
In eight or nine bequests of specified slaves in this will, is the same tended to 
conclusion to each, *' with their future increase." priorbom 

Per Cur. Peck, J. The question raised by the pleadings and »ncreaao. 
proof is, whether the offspring of the slaves named, born before 
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the will, passed by the words in the bequest. It appears the alaves 
in controversy were born prior to making me will. The cnae 
of Rind's Ex'r v. Davis and Wife, 4 Hen. & Munf. 283., is, we 
think, decisive of the construction to be put upon this will. There 
the question was, whether the term increase carried with it the 
negroes previously born ; but the court agreed in that cascj that 
the terms ** future increase," in the will would have put the case 
beyond doubt, and would have included only the after-born slaves. 
The word future, (so often repeated,) must be tuken as having 
been intentionally and understandingly used by the testator when 
he was making his will. The estate claimed by the plaintiff was a 
l emainder. Now, what remainder, it may be asked, after the death 
of Mrs. Marlin 1 To ascertain this, we are conducted to the pro- 
perty loaned for life, Hannah, Harry, and Major. These are 
given by name, and by number, "my three negroes and the 
conclusion of the clause, " the negroes above stated," negatives 
the presumption that others than those named were intended to 
pass in remainder. The testator must be taken as knowing his 
property at the time he is making these bequests. The children of 
Hannah in being, when he gave those named, are not of the life 
estate ; and how shall they be, by any construction, made part of 
the remainder over 1 We find a bequest in the will of" Nan and ail 
her children." If it was intended that the children of Hannah, with 
the exception of Winney, should pass, why not use the like words 
as those used in the bequest of Nan 1 The will is carefully drawn, 
and the repetition of the words, " future increase," added to the 
fact that previously born children were bequeathed in some in- 
stances, is not only persuasive, but Conclusive, to show that it was 
not the intention of the testator to give prior increase with *' Han- 
nah, Harry, and Major," given by name. The death of these during 
the life estate may produce inequality in the distribution ; but we 
are not to forget that the property is perishable ; that it could hap- 
pen to others of the devisees as well as to complainants. No fore- 
sight could guard against the contingency, or anticipate with cer- 
tainty the length of Mrs. Marlin's life. Be these things as they 
may, we follow the obvious import of the words used, and accord 
with the construction given to like words, relating to like property, 
by all judges in a sister state. The decree must be reversed, and 
the bill dismissed. 
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5. 



Fulton v. Shaw. January T. ,1827. 4 Rand. Rep. 597. ; 
Shelton v. Bakhouk, 2 Wash. Rep. G4. ; Pegram v. 
Isabel, 3 Hen & Munf. 193. ; Maiua v. Surbaugh, 2 
Raud, Rep. 228. 

Fanny Shaw brought an action to recover her freedom against Whoro u 
Elizabeth B. Fulton. It appears that in 1788, John Fitzgerald, 
by a deed of emancipation, in pursuant to the act of 1782, relin- ["Ij'*"^^ 
quished his right to Mary Shaw, and declared lier free ; "reserving h rosorva- 
an absolute right or claim to all such child or children which the Jhe" iluuro 
said Mary Shaw may hereafter bring, or may have born of her JJ^I'^fJ'" 
body." And the question was, whether Fanny Shaw, the child of slaves, tho 
Mary, was free, or a slave. is void. 

Per Cur. Carr, J. Upon the execution of this deed, Mary 
Shaw became, to all intents and purposes, free, unless this effect was 
prevented by tbe subsequent reservation of an absolute right to 
any children she might afterwards have. It is clear, that it was not 
the intention of the grantor, by this subsequent clause, to modify 
or narrow the freedom before given. The clause relates solely to 
future increase. The deed bestows present freedom on Mary 
Shaw. The reservation had no present effect. It could only 
operate on a future contingency. Mary might never have chil- 
dren. In that case, the reservation would be a nullity. Would 
such a clause suspend, or in any way affect the freedom given 
immediately, and without qualification, by the former part of the 
deed t Unquestionably not. 

We must give the instrument its true meaning, and that is exceed- 
ingly plain. The grantor meant to emancipate Mary Shaw, fully 
and immediately, and to hold in slavery any children she might 
afterwards have ; and the only question is, not a question of inten- 
tiofii but of power. Could the grantor, by giving the mother per- 
fect freedom, reserve to himself any interest in her future children'? 
When a female slave is given to one, and her future increase to 
another, such a disposition is valid, because it is permitted to a man 
to exercise control over the increase and issues of his property 
within certain limits. But when she is made free, her condition is 
wholly changed. She becomes a new creature ; receives a new 
existence ; all property in her is utterly extinguished ; her rights 
and condition are just the same as if she had been born free. After 
thus devesting himself of all property in the mother, the grantor 
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could not reserve to himself a ri^ht to hold her future progeny in 
slavery. A free mother cannot have children who are slaves. 
Such a birth would be monstrous, both in the eye of reason and 
the law. The reservation was therefore repugnant to the grant. 

6. 

Hamilton v. Cragg. June T, 1823. 6 Har. & Johns. Hep. 16. 

The intent Petition for freedom. It appeared that Rachel Turner bequeathed 
IlfnTr^o*^tiIa* follows. "Item, 1 give {jnd bequeath unto my loving sister, 
coiuor^'" ^^^^^^ Turner, five negroes, by name Frank, Joe, Bill, Mil], and 
Lin, to possess and enjoy during her natural life, them, and their 
increase ; and my will is, that after my said sister's death, the above- 
named negroes be free." Sarah Turner bequeathed all her pro- 
perty to Hamilton, the appellant ; and Cragg, the petitioner, is the 
son of Mill, and was born after the death of Rachel Turner, and 
during the life of Sarah Turner. 

Buchanan, J., held, that by force of the words of the will, the 
petitioner was entitled to his freedom. There being no limitation 
over on the death of Sarah Turner, and the words, " the above 
named negroes," were intended to be used as words of description, 
not to be restricted to those who were before mentioned by name, 
but must be understood as applying to all who were the subject of 
the bequest, the issue as well as their mothers. They were all 
placed in the same state and condition during the life of Sarah 
Turner, and no difference in their condition after her death was 
intended, but were all of them the objects of the benevolence of 
the testatrix. 

Maria v. Surbaugh. Feb. T. 1824. 2 Rand. Rep. 241, 242. ; 
Cato v. Dorgenny, 8 Martin's Rep, 218. ; Chew v. Gary, 
6 Har. & Johns. 526. 

The issue 

of slaves The rule is well settled in several of the states, and is taken 
Tiberty at*a ^^om the civil law, that the issue of slaves entitled to future liberty, 
ff born ''be- <?ntitled to it at a fixed time, or upon a contingency, if born be- 
^efore^jhe fore the period arrives, or the contingency happens, are slaves. 
fiilvea!^^ And the same principle was decided in Frank v. Milane, 1 Bibb's 
Rep. 615. 
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8. 

Frank v. Shannon's Ex'us. Fall T. 1809. 1 Bibb's Hep. 015* 

Suit for freedom. The children of Sibley, a slave in Pennsyl- The sume 
vania, before the act for the gradual abolition of slavervj wn. duly CSlj,,. 
registered there, and was taken to Virginia, and afterwards to Ken- " 
tucky, where the children were born. The Court held, that the 
issue born in Kentucky of her were slaves ; and that if they had 
been born in Pennsylvania, whereby an incipient right to freedom, 
under the laws of that state for the gradual abolition of slavery 
had attached, the removal to Kentucky would not have defeated 
that right to freedom which the law gave them. But the children 
here had never been in Pennsylvania, or subject to her territorial 
jurisdiction. The legislature of Pennsylvania have not attempted 
to extend the operation of their statutes to slaves born extra ter- 
ratorium, although the mother of them may have been registered 
under the operation of their laws. 

9. 

Fanny v. Bryant. Oct. T. 1830. 4 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 36S. 
Banks' Adm'r v. Marksberry, 3 Little's Rep. 230. ; Hart 
V. Fanny Ann, 6 Monroe's Rep. 49. 

The question was, whether Fanny, a colored woman, was free or o^'J^gr'^^'of 
not. GeorffeSmith, by deed dated 1798, emancipated his negroes, "l^ives may 

. I ^rant free- 

Some of them to be free immediately, and others at the future dom to 
times specified in the deed. The mother of Fanny, and her in- 
crease, was to be free the 1st of January, 1816. Fanny, was 
born since 1798, and before 1816. The circuit court inslructed 
the jury, that Fanny is a slave, and they found for defendant. 

Per Cvr. Robertson, Ch. J. The maxim partus seqtdtur ven- 
trem, does not apply to this case. If the grantor had been silent 
as to the " increase," and no intention to liberate the children 
could be inferred from the deed, then Fanny would be undeniably 
a slave, because her mother was a slave when she was born. In 
such a case, the issue would be born a slave, and, partus sequU 
tiir ventrem " would fix her doom. But the grantor had the power 
to secure Fanny before her birth, all the benefits of freedom, and 
thus liberate her from hereditary slavery. Although it is a gene- 
ral maxim, that no one can give what he has not, nevertheless, the 
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owner of a thing, being entitled to all its capacities, may grant 
them to another : thus, the owner of a flock of sheep may grant 
the wool which shall grow on them. Tho owner of real estate;^ 
corporeal or incorporeal, may grant its future profits. The owner 
of a female slave may gi'ant her future increase. In all such 
cases the grantor has a potential right to the thing granted, because 
he has the perfect right to the thing, of which it is the natural 
oflspring, or to which it is incident. 

As, therefore, the grantor could have granted to another a valid 
legal title to Fanny, by deed dated before she was born, he had an 
equal right to grant her to herself, or to grant to her lihcrty* 
Whether the grant would take eftect, was contingent. It depend- 
ed on her birth. The instant when she was born the grant ope- 
rated, and it became certain and effectud on the first day of 
January, 1816. A deed of emancipation, liberating a female slave 
and "her increase," on a given day, in futuro, emancipates all her 
issue born after the date of the deed. Judgment reversed. 

10, 

Baerington v. Logan's Adm'rs. Fall. T. 1834. 2 Dana's 
Rep. 432. Williamson et al. v. Daniel et al. 12 Wheal. 
Rep. 568. And see, Frank Adm's. v. Milans' Ex'rs 1 
Bibb's Rep. 615. ; and Amy v. Smith, 1 Little's Rep. 326. 
The rale of Winney, Julian, and Henry Harrington, children of Dinah Bar- 
JuStr »«t "ngton, a woman of color, who was born in Pensylvania in 1 800, 
trem is uni- ^nd brouffht into Kentucky, wbere her children were born, brought 

versally . ' o 

followed, suit against the appellee for their freedom. 

The question depended upon whether Dinah, the mother, was 
a free woman or slave v/hen the children were born. 

The circuit supposed she was a slave until she arrived at 28 
years of age, and the children being born before that period, they 
were slaves also. 

On appeal to this court, they held, that all persons bora in 
Pensylvania since the act of that state for the gradual abolition of 
slavery took effect in 1780, were born free. Those, then, in 
slavery were continued so. Children born afterwards, who, but 
for the act, would have been slaves, became apprentices, with all 
the liabilites and immunities of apprentices, bound to serve those 
to whom as slaves they would have belonged, until they attained 
28 years of age. And the court proceed : " We cannot doubt, 
then, that Dinah Harrington was born free, and never was a slave ; 
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and as she was never a slave, her chililrcn must be free. Had 
they been born in Pennsylvania they would certainly have been 
born free. The fact, that they were born in Kentucky cannot 
prejudice their natural and legal rights, for partus sequUur vmtrm 
is the law of this state ; and we know of no law, human or divine, 
which stamps slavery, a nalivitatCf on children whose mother was 
a free woman at the time of their birth. The only legal ellect 
resulting from the fact that the appellants were born in this state, 
is, that their birthrights must be determined by the lex loci. Their 
mother having been a free woman at the timae of their respective 
births, they, like all other children of free mothers, were by the 
law of the place of their birth born free absolutely^ at owcc, and 
forever. 

n. 

M'CuTOHEN et. al. v. Marshall et. al. January T. 1S31. 
8 Peters' Rep. 220. Hope v. Johnson, supra. 

The testator, M*Cutchen, devised to his wife, Hannah, all hia Children 
slaves, provided that at her death they should be set free, and for- ring a, q„al 
ever be liberated from slavery, with the exception of those who u^^^gi^^"" 
were not of age at the death of his wife, who were to remain oftheirmo- 
under the control of the testator's brother and brother-in-law until born' 
they became of age, when they were to be set free. Rose, one 
of the female slaves, and her children, were to be set free on the 
death of his wife, absolutely and entirely. Eliza and Cynthia, 
two other slaves, had children born after the death of the testator, 
and before the death of his wife. Nothing was said in the will as 
to the children of Eliza and Cynthia. After tiie. death of the wife, 
the heirs of the testator claimed all the slaves and their increase, to 
be distributed among the next of kin of the testator. They al- 
leged in their bill, that by the laws of Tennessee, slaves cannot be 
set free by last will and testament. That if the law does not 
authorize emancipation, that they are still slaves until the period 
of emancipation ; and that the increase born after the death of 
the testator, and before their mothers were actually set free, were 
slaves, and as such liable to be distributed. And the bill charged 
that Marshall, the defendant, being the legal representative, re- 
fused to distribute the said slaves and their increase among the next 
of kin. Marshall demurred to the bill, and the circuit court sus- 
tained the Demurrer, and ordered the bill to be dismissed ; and 
the complainants appealed to this court. 
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Per Cur. T/iompsonf J. The laws of Tennessee authorize the 
emancipation of slaves in the manner provided for in the will 6f the 
testator. It is an admitted rule in the state of Tennessee, that the 
issue of a female slave follows the condition of the mother. If, 
therefore, Eliy,a and Cynthia were slaves when the children were 
born, it will follow as a matter of course that their children were 
slaves also. If this was an open question, it might be urged with 
Borne force that the condition of Eli'/a and Cynthia, during the life 
of the widow, was not that of absolute slavery, but was by the will 
converted into a modified servitude, to end upon the death of the 
widow, or on their arrival at the age of 21 years, should she die 
before that tirne. If the mothers were not absolute slaves, but 
held in the condition just mentioned, it would seem to follow, that 
their children would stand in the same condition, and be entitled 
to their freedom on their arrival at the age of 31 years. But the 
course of decisions in the state of Tennessee, and some other 
states where slavery is tolerated, goes strongly, if not conclusively, 
to establisji the principle, that females thus situated are slaves ; 
that it is only a conditional manumission, and until the contin' 
gency happens upon which the freedom is to take effect, they re-» 
main, to all intents and purposes, absolute slaves; and the court 
do not mean to disturb the principle. The children of Eliza and 
Pynthia must, therefore, be considered as slaves, 



(V.) OF SLAVES CONSIDERED AS PROPERTY, 
(A.) When considered as real property. 

1, 

M'Dowell's Adm'x v. Lawless, October T. 1827. 6 Monroe's 

Rep. 141. 

a, Held by the court, that slaves devised pass as real estate im- 

considered mediately to the devisee ; if not specifically devised, they pass to 
perty! the personal representatives. The same principle was decided in 
Enlaw's Ex'r, v. Enlaw, 3 Marshall's Rep. 229, 
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2. 

I'LUMi'TON V. C(X)K. Full T. :i820. 2 Marslmirs Rep. 450. 

Plumpton sued out an attachment against Cook, as an abscond- umtiy pur. 
in|,^ debtor ; and, on motion of the defendant, tiie attachment was 
dismissed. One of the reasons was, that tlie bond recites an at- V'^riy. 
tacliment against the personal estate, when the attachment pro- 
duced is against the goods, chattels, and lilaiu's. 

Per Cur. The reason assigned by the circuit court must be 
predicated on the supposition, that between the recital in the bond 
of an attachment against personal estate, and the attachment as it 
issued being against slaves, as well as goods and chattels, there was 
an essential variance. But slaves arc, in their nature, as much |}er-. 
sonal estate as goods and chattels, and arc expressly made liable 
to an attachment. It is true, that by the positive law of this 
country, slaves are declared tobe real estate; but by the same law, 
there are to that rule so many exceptions, that they may, at least 
in common parlance, and by common intent, be sufficiently de- 
scribed as personal estate. Judgment reversed. 

3. ^ ^^^^^^^^ 

M'Campbell v. Gilbert's Adm'rs. October T. 1831. ; 6 J. J. t|,^y^ "p"JJ 
Marshall's Rep. 592.; Groves v. Lucky, 1 Marshall's Rep. in wiil« aa 

i ' ' real t'stnte. 

74 ; Justices of Mason v. Lee, 1 Monroe's Rep. 251. ; 
Thomas and Wife v. Tanner, 6 Monroe's Rep. 58. ; 
Sneedv- Ewing and Wife, 5 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 48. 

Per Cur. UnderwGod, J. Since the passage of the act of 1800, 
(2 Dig. 1247.) requiring slaves to pass by last wills and testa- 
ments as real estate, an executor has no title in, or power over a 
slave specifically devised, unless some power is expressly reserved 
to him. And he cannot hire them out, or even take possession of 
them. 

4. 

Carrol et al v. Conx\et. Fall T. 1829. 2 J. J. Marshall's 

Rep. 201. 

Per Cur. Robertson, Oh J. The administrator is liable for fail- olmttels lot 
lire to distribute slaves. Although for some purposes, slaves are Il'^nt'of 
declared by statute to be real estate, they are nevertheless intrinsi- 
cally personal, and, therefore, are to be considered as included in 
every statute or contract in relation to chattels which does not in 
terms exclude them. They are liable as chattels to the payment 
of debts. They may be attached as chattels, and they have inva- 
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Hably been treated as chattels, in both Vh'ginia and Kentucky, so 
far as the rights and duties of administrators are concerned. Red- 
wood V. Roddick and Wife, 4 Munf. Rep. 222. ; Little's Sel. Cas. 
475. ; Graves et al v. Downe et al, 3 Monroe's Rep. 354. 

(B.) When considered as personal PROPEUTy. 

1. 

Hawkins' Adm'r v. CiiAia and Wife, Dec. T. 1827. 6 Mon- 
roe's Rep. 254. 

The lujs- Detinue for slaves. It appeared that Mrs, Craig, the wife of the 
trihe''d(fv" defendant, was the widow of Singleton., and at his death became 
hia'^^ wire"^ entitled to the slaves mentioned in the declaration as her dower iu 
on^hisdeath his estate ; that she afterwards married John Hawkins, who, for 
rejpresen-"' many years held possession of the slaves, claiming them as the dower 
of his wife in the estate of Singleton. And after Hawkins died, 
the slaves were hel\l by his wife until she married Craig, the defend- 
ant. Administration was granted on the estate of Hawkins to the 
appellants, who claimdsl the slaves as having vested in Hawkins, 
but he irefused to deliver them up, on the ground that the 
slaves survived lu his ^ife on the death of Hawkins, and that the 
administrator had no right to them. 

Per Cur. Owsley, J. if the right which the husband acquires 
in the dower of slaves of the wife, be of the same sort as that 
which he is entitled to in her dower lands, we would readily admit, 
that after the death of the husband it would survive to the wife, 
andnotpass tothe repr^entatives of the husband. But slaves are 
for most purposes considered as chattels. There is one section 
of the act which goes? explicitly to place the right of the husband 
to the interest of the slaves of his wife on the footing of chattels, 
and is taken from the acts of the Virginia legislature. The courts 
of that state have decided that husbands are entitled to the inter- 
est of slaves, whether belonging to their wives at the time of the 
marriage, or accruing to them during coverture, upon the footing 
of chattels. Wallace and Wife v. Taliaferro and Wife, 2 Call. 447. ; 
Pinkardv. Smith and Wife, Little's Sel. Cas. 331. ; Banks v. Marks- 
berry, Little's Rep. 275. In neither of the cases to which we have 
referred did the question arise as to what right the husband acquired 
in the dower slaves of his wife, but they all involved the ques- 
tion of right in the husband to the slaves of his wife, and they all 
recognise the principle, that since the passage of the act of Vir- 
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ginia, from which the act of this country was copied, the husband 
is entitled to the same right to slaves owned by his wife at the time 
of marriage, or which accrue to her during coverture, that he would 
be entitled to, were they to every purpose chattels only, so that 
whether the wife has an estate in fee simple in a slave, or but an 
estate for life only, and whether she came to the estate by her own 
act, or by operation of the law, the principle is the same, and the 
right, be it greater or less, vests as chattels in the husband, if re- 
duced to his possession during coverture. It follows, therefore, 
that if the slaves in contest belonged to Mrs. Craig, whilst she was 
the wife of Hawkins, and they were reduced by him to possession, 
though in right of his wife's dower, only the entire right of his wife 
vested in him, and at his death that right passed to the appellants, 
as his administrators. 

2. 

Chinn and Wipe v. Respass. Fall T. 1824. 1 Monroe's 

Rep. 23. 

Per Cur. Slaves were declared by law to be real estate, Slaves pass 
and directed to descend as lands descended to the heir at law. ^^^f^i ^f^J 
But it does not follow that the testator, by the devise of his personal g^^j^gj^^gs' 
estate, did not intend that his slaves should pass ; for although t>.te. 
slaves were by law made real estate, for the purpose of descent 
and dower, and perhaps some others, yet they had in law many of 
the attributes of personal estate. They would pass by a nuncupa- 
tive will, and lands would not ; they were liable to be sold for the 
payment of debts, and lands were not ; they could be limited in a 
grant or devise no otherwise than personal chattels ; and personal 
actions might be brought to recover the possesion of them. Be- 
sides, they were in their nature personal estate, being moveable 
property, and such as might attend the person of the proprietor 
wherever he went ; and in practice they were so considered and 
treated by the people in general. When, therefore, a man devised 
his personal estate, he must be understood to intend that his slaves 
should pass thereby, unless he used some expressions indicating a 
different intention. 

3. 

Enlaws v. Enlaws. Spring T. 1821. 3 Marshall's Rep. 228- 

The court held, that the slaves of a female immediately on the 
marriage vests in the husband ; and although she may survive husband on 

o . ♦he mar- 

him, her right to the slaves is not revived. riage. 
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CDiifracls 
Juul wills 
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BiiATTY V. Judy et al. Spring T. 1S33. 1 Dana's Kep. .101. ; 
Plumi'Xon v. Cook, 2 Marshall's Rep. 450. ; Chinn et 
ux. V. liissPASs, 1 Monroe's Rep. 28. 

Par Cur. Robertson, Ch J. It bas boon frequently said by this 
court, that the phrase, " personal estate," in wills and contracts, 
without any other restrictive expression or provision, should be 
construed as embracing slaves.* 

5. 

Sneed v. EwiNa and Wife. April T. 1831. 5 J. J. Marsh. 

Rep. 481. 

Held by the court, Robertsoiiy Ch. J., that slaves are, in every 
respect, except as to descents and last wills, personalty. They 
go to the administrator, and may be assets in his hands for pay- 
ment of debts. And the heir cannot, without the assent of the 
administrator, maintain a suit for a slave of the intestate. They 
must be distributed according to the lex domicilii. See Plumpton 
V. Cook, 3 Marsh. Hep. 451.; Hawkins v. Craig, 6 Monroe's 
Rep. 357. 

Justices of Mason Cqunty v. Lee, 1 Monroe's Rep. 254. 

Held by the court, that, prior to -the act of 1800, slaves though 
specially devised passed immediately to the executor, and were as- 
sets in his hands ; but since the act they pass as lands absolutely 
to the devisee. 

Held, also by the court, that slaves were assets in the hands of 
the administrator, and he represents them as completely with re- 
gard to controversies concerning their title, as he does any other 
chattel. 



* Whctlier slaves are personal or real estate depends upon the local enactments in 
the dirt'erent states. In South Carolina it is declared that slaves shall be taken, reputed, 
unii adjudged in law to be chattels personal; 2 Brev, Dig. 220. but in Lou i-siana, they 
are real estate ; 1 Martin's Dig. 6A2. in Kentuck}'- as to the law of descent.^ they are 
considered as real estate, but they are cimltds for the payment of dehts; 2 Litt. & Swi. 
1115. and llie cases in the text. 
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r. 

Conclude v. 'WiiiLTAMsoN-, ;\dm'ii oi' Coxcludk, 1 J. J. 

Murshall's Rep. 16. 

The lei^UlatuiT, of Kentuelcy/m 1825, Sessions Acts, p. 195., pass- And ihny 
cd an act declaring the plaintiff in error, Zachcriah Conclude, <*.|u.a7tn th!^ 
should he a freeman, and should inherit the estate of Isaac Cou> 
chide, his father, who, being a free man of color, had died without <^>'|jiift 
heirs. Zachcriah instituted this suit against Williamson, averring of heiis.-, 
that he had in his possession ,$200 assets, and praying for a decree 
for that amount. Tlic administrator admitted in his answer, that 
he received of the estate §100, but that he had paid it away in tiie 
purchase of a daughter of the intestate in pursuance of his wish 
often expressed- The circuit court dismissed the bill, and com- 
pkiinant appealed to this court. 

Per Cur. Robertson, Oil. J. A slave is not subject to escheat, 
but vests in the administrators or executors, as assets for the bene- 
fit of creditors. And the administrator, having assented to the 
act of emanci])ation, cannot .urge aiiy personal right to the party 
emancipated. The personal property of one dying without mi 
heir is derelict. 



OF TITLE TO SLAVES.* 
(A.) By diced- 
1 

Davis v. Mitchell. Dec. T. 18-33. 5 Ycrgei's Tennessee 

Rep. 281. 

This suit was brought to recover a slave. The plaintiff proved ^^^.f^,!;!^"^; 
that the slave had been given to him whilst an infant; that at the ^^^t^ ii«c<-.s. 
time of making the gift, possession of the slave was given to his pj,.;^ title 

. -■ — - — - ' ' vvlieii pos- 

* SltiVfis may be sol<l ;ind traiisfcrrwl Ciimx ouh toaiiotUer without iiiiy sfutntoiy re- 
striction or liuiilation, as to tlu; s<'])anitioii of parents ami children, exc«pt iii tlie .,c{.o,npa- 
state «f Louisiana. SUoimJ's Skelcli of Slavery iu the ditlerout States, pnge 50. It „i,;s ih(5 
is slat«il iu Stephens on West Imliau Slavery, lluU. ii; th« Spanish and Portuguese gilt or sale, 
f:ettlenie!it.s, and in the French colonics hy the Code JVbir, that tiie hnsband cannot 
l)e •<oU1 without the wife, nor can the i)arent.-? willmnt the children. See Stephens' 
fsji>v<-. V. p. Cod« Nnir. art. 47. Slaves njuy he sold by creditors for tlie debts of 
their 'MviK-rs in all the states hut Louisisana, where they cannot be .separated from the 
land. 1 .Mania's Dig. 01-2. Act of Julv 7, 1806. The law wa.s, however, tlie saxiie 
G 
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guardian, and that he had remained with his guardian for three 
yeavsand more, before he came to the possession of the defendant. 
The plaintiff did not produce any deed or bill of sale which had 
been registered ; none having been made. The court, among other 
things, charged the jury, that the act of 1734 was not repealed by 
the ftct of 1801, so that there was still a necessity for a bill of sale. 
The jury found a verdiot for the defendant; and a motion for a new 
trial having been made and overruled, the plaintiff prosecutes this 
writ of error to this court. 

Per Cur. Green, J. In this cage the judge below, among other 
things, told the jury that " the act of 1784 is not repealed by the 
act of 1801, so that there is still a necessity for a bill of sale." 
Although the act of 1784 is not repealed, nevertheless, the succeedt 
jng sentence of the charge is too broad. A deed registered is only 
necessary where possession does not accompany the gift or sale. 
It has been constantly held, that where possession is delivered at the 
time a gift or sale of a slave is made, it is good as between the par- 
ties, and vests a title without a deed. 2 Hay, Rep. C2, 67. 87. ; 
Cains & Wife v. M<»rley, 1 Yerg. Rep. 582. But from this charge 
it would seem the judge considered a bill of sale as necessary irj 
all cases, in order to communicate title. In this he erred. Judg- 
ment reversed, 

2. 

Atkinson v. Clarke. Deca T. 1831. 3 Devereaux's Eep. 171, 
Supreme Court of North Carolina, 

A deed of This was an action of trespass, for taking from the possession 
fbvesr plaintiff two negroes. The defendant pleaded not guilty, 

not attested P"^ ^ Special justification under final process to himself as 
by a sub- sheriff, against the property of one Tnmtal. At the trial the 
witness, is plaintiff produced a deed of gift, dated the 18th of April, 1822, 
^■o'd. whereby Tunstaly in consideration of the love and affection which 
he bore to his daughter, the wife of the plaintiff, conveyed to the 
latter the slaves in dispute. This deed was signed and sealed by 



as that which prevails in the United States, and in the British West Indies. Edwards' 
History of the West Indies, vol. 2. book 4. But in the Spanish, Portuguese, and 
French possessions it is different. Plantation slaves are real estate, and cannot be 
seized and sold separate from the land they cultivate, Stephens on Slavery, p. 68. 
^nnalea de la Martinique, tome J. p. 285. Nor can the husband, >vife, and childrejj 
be separated. Ibid. 
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Tunstal, but wad not attested by a witness, and was registered 
upon proof of the donor's hand-writing; and the plaintiff proved 
as possession of the slaves conveyed by it up to the year 1827. 
The Judge below instructed the jury, that neitlier the deed from 
Tunstal to the plaintiff, nor the possession under it, gave the plain- 
tiff title ; and the plaintiff appealed^ 

Per Cur. Ruffin, J. The superior court does not seem to have 
erred upon any of the points made in that Court. 

The deed from Tunstal to the plaintiff is void. Palmer v. Faucett, 
2 Deveraux's Rep. 240. 

Smith et iix. v. Yeatbs. Dec. T. 1827. 1 Devereaux^s North 

Carolina Rep. 302. 

Detinue for a neero. On the trial the plaiiltiff offered in evi- 

^ * ^ 180(), re- 

dence the following paper, which Was procured and registered. quiring 

gi'^ts of 

" Received of Mariana Lewis ten dollars in cash, it being for a slaves to be 

certam negro boy, lony. May 18, 1822. ted by wri- 

" James Johnson." ting, can- 

not be eva- 

The wife of Johnson proved that Mariana Lewis, who after- *f5^?,tio^ig 
wards intermarried with the plaintiff, resided with her at the house ^"^^ ; 

» fore where 

of her husband ; that before the date of the instrument she had the donor 
heard Johnson express an intention of giving Tony to Mariana, ^^^^^e ' the 
That on the l8th day of May, 1832, Johnson repeated this decla- 
ration, but observed, that he could not give the negro, unless some and theii 
money was paid him by Mariana, and said if she would give him delivered 
ten dollars, Tony should be hers. Mariana replied that she had receivhig^' 
not the monev ; he told her that she could borrow it of his wife. ^•'^ 
The money was accordingly produced by the witness, and handed this w.w 
to Marian?; who gave it to Johnson, upon which he wrote the gfnj^and^*^ 
instrument, and delivered it, the boy being present. The defend- yj'j^'^^ j^gj' 
ant claimed title under the will of Johnson, of a subsequent date. 
His honor instructed the jury, that to constitute a valid bill of sale, 
the instrument must contain some words showing an intention of 
passbg the property. That if the writing was not a good bill of 
sale, they were to inquire from the evidence whether there had 
been a sale, and an actual delivery. If there had been a sale accom- 
panied with a delivery, the property in the slave passed, notwith- 
standing the act of 1821, although there was no bill of sah. And 
that lending, or even giving the money, by Johnson's wife, would 
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not uivaHJate an actual sale, accompanied by a delivery. The 
counsel ibr the tlefcndant moved the judge to instruct the jur.y, 
that irthcy thpiiiJ^ht the ten dollars \vm not, in fact lent, ov given, 
by Johmn to Mariana, and that he did not mean to g.ve her credit 
lor the amount, but lurnished them to her, and received them back, 
mere colorahly, and to make a gift under the pretence and form 
or a sale, that the propeity did viot pass. The judge declined 
giving such instructions, and the jury returned a verdict for plain- 
till;', whereupon the delendant appealed. 

Per dir. Hull, J, A\'ith respect to the act of 1821, concern- 
ing the sale of slaves, accompanied with a delivery, the inclination 
of my mind is with the ju.lge below. I also agree with hini that 
the receipt is inoperative, as a bill of sale, if far no other reason, 
because it has no subscribing witness to it. Kev. eh. 225. For the 
siime reason it caimot be supported as a deed of gift. llov. ch. 
701. The question then is, was there a sale and delivery of the 
negro in dispute. 

The receipt is evidence that ten dollars was paid, hut the cir- 
cumstances attending the payment are before us. From them it 
appears that there was, in fact, no payment made by the plaintiif. 

The money was in reality paid by Juhmon to himself, so that, 
although the jury found a delivery, the payment did not amount to 
such consideration as to make it a sale of the slave. If, then, 
there was a delivery, but upon no consideration, it was a gift ; but 
that, by the act of 1806, Rev. ch. 701., is void, because not au- 
thenticated by deed. A sale, completed by delivery, requires no 
such evidence. Disguise this case as you will, it is only a gift. 
If it is considered as a sale, the act of 1806 may be evaded by 
the consideration of a pepper corn. Judgment reversed. 

4. 

P/VLATEJt V. Faucett. Dcc. T. 1829. 2 Bcvereaux's North 

Carolinu Rep. 240. 

Tlie 7th Detinue fur a slave. After the i^laintifT had made out his case, 
^\hl."nct of defendant proved, that upon his m.arrlagc with a daughter of 
ch^i^-/)^ ^^^^ plaintiff, in tlic year 1821, the slave in (pieslion had been put 
reqiiirij'ig: into his possession by the plaintKF; that this possession continued;, 
gifir of"' until the year 1825, when the plaintiff received the slave again, 

i^'r w'ritii.'- ^'^^ ^ P"''^ ^^^^^^ y^^^'^ ^"'^ "'^"^^ 

auesteil by the slavc was again permitted to go into the possession of the de- 
uua 'regtt fendant. There was j/roof that the plaintitf sent to the defendant 
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a writing respecting the negro, Imt whether it wiis a letter ni a liill '"''•<"<'- \v!w 
of sale, th« wilnoss did not know. There whs also proof of the llMr|Ti'oi('o- 
loss of tin.-! instrument, and it never had been registered. Tlie 2 
defendant relied upon his possession for three years under tlie l""'''"'"':''"'' 
act of 1820, Rev. ch. 1055., as, a validation of his title, supposing it (lol^if, li'^' 
to be defective. His honor instructed the jury, that as the act of Sil-i^gmni 
1S06 avoided all gifts of slaves unless in writing, si": ned by the ''«'^vi!on 

^ tno parlies 

donor, and attested by a witness, so, a possession of a slave for without a 
thr ee years, held under a gitt Jiot evidenced, as that act recjuired, poHy mtoH- 
would not confer a title under the act of 1820; that every pos- 5,y\j"(,','j 
session of propcity must cither be consistent with, or in opposition f'"'^ 
to the title. Where the possession is acquired with tlie consent out its w.- 
of the owner, it constituted the contract of baihnent. Where the Sd.'^*'^'"'" 
parties intended to convey the titles, but made use of a mode in- 
operative and void, the ownership remained nnchanged, and the 
possession being still taken by the consent of the owners, forms 
a bailment; and that supposing such contract to have been 
constituted when the negro was first received by the defendant, 
it must have been ended, and three years' possession have occurred 
since its dissolution, to enable the defendant to acquire a valid title 
under the act of 1820. A verdict was returned for the plaintiff, 
and the defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. JMl, J. The act of 1784, Rev. ch. 225. sec. 7., 
■from its preamble and the adjudications upon it, was passed prin- 
cipally for the protection of creditors and purchasers. The pre- 
amble ss as follows : " Whereas many persons have been injured 
by secret deeds of gift to children and others, and for want of for- 
mal bills of sale for slaves, and a law for perpetuating such gifts 
and sales." It then provides for the registration of such deeds, 
and that they shall be attested by one credible witness at least. 
The construction put upon the act, that it was made for the benefit 
of creditors and purchasers, is evident i>om tlie cases of Knight 
V. Thomas, 1 Hay. Rep. 289. ; Cutler v. Spiller, 2 Hay. Rep. 61. ; 
Lynch v. Ashe, 1 Hawks' Rep. 338. ; Rhodes v. Holmes, 2 
Hawks' Rep. 193. ; Bateman v. Rateman, 1 Car. Law Re])0s. 85. 
Consistently with this construction of the act, the act of 1792, 
Rev. ch. 363., declares, that all sales of slaves bona fide made, and 
accompanied witli actual delivery, shall be good without any bill of 
sale. According to the cases before cited, it was not necessary, 
as hetv/een the parties, that there shoidd be a bill of sale ; or if 
there was one, that it should be attested by a subscribing witness ; 
or if so attested, that it should be registered. Judgment atlirmed. 
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5» 

Peauody et fxl V. Caurol. Feb. T. 1821. 9 Martin's Loui- 
siana Rep. 295. 

When the C'ur. MiUhcwSj J. In this suit, which was originated hy 

salo of tt attachment, two slaves have been seized as the property of the de- 
slave 18 un- ' I f J 

attended fcndant, and are claimed by A. Ilaynes, as belonging to him. In 
rcall Sti- support of his claim, he offers in evidence a bill of sale from the 
ventronal" defendant) the fairness and genuineness of which soems not to be 
he'' ir^stiii *^'SP^**®<^' d^^^ appear that the sale was attended with 

liable to bo a delivery of the propertyv 

£1/0 ven- There is a provision in our statute relating to the tradition or 
der'fl debt, (jgiiyery of slaves, which states, that it may take place, either by 
actual delivery made to the buyer, or by the mere consent of the 
parties, when the sale mentions that the thing has been sold and 
delivered. Civ. Code, 350. art. 38. The bill of sale produced by 
the claimant contains no clause expressive of such consent of the 
parties as prescribed by the law cited. It is in evidence, that the 
slaves were not, at the time of executing the sale, in the actual 
possession of the vendor ; but were on board of a keel-boat then 
descending the Mississippi, according to the testimony of Green, 
a witness examined in the cause ; and according to the bill of sale, 
they were hired on board of the steamboat Gen. Jackson. If 
this sale is to be considered as a contract entered into and com- 
pleted in the state of Tennessee, which is by no means clear, we 
have no evidence before us of the lex loci, and must, consequently, 
decide the case in conformity with the laws of the state where the 
property is found, and the suit commenced. In doing this, there 
is little difficulty, if we adhere to former decisions in similar cases, 
by which it has been established, that before actual delivery of the 
thing sold, it may be attached by the creditors of the vendor. 
Durnford v. Brooke's Syndics, 3 Martin's Rep. 222. Mumford 
v. Norris, 4 ib. 25. As there has been no delivery of the slaves, 
either real, fictitous, or conventional, we are of opinion, that the 
district court is erroneous in denying them to the claimant. 

6. 

Palmer v. Faucett. Dec. T. 1829. 2 Devereaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 240. 

The act of Detinue for a slave. After the plf -ntiff had made out his case, 
cK'oj!)^ defendant proved, that upon his marriage with a daughter of the 
gifu'^of^ plaintiff, in the year 182 1, the slave in question had been put into his 
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possession by the plaintiff; that this possession continued until the jl'ives un- 
year 1825, when the plaintiff received the slave again, and hired tiug.'lItSN 
him out for a part of the years 1826 and 1820. After which the iS-iJl 
slave was again permitted to go into the possession of the defend- i»« witne!^« 
ant. There was proof that the plaintiff sent to the defendant a torcd, is u 

t t t 1 

writing respecting the negro, hut whether it was a letter or a bill of JvUiIds " 
sale, the witness did not know. There was also proof of the loss 
of this instrument, and it never had been registered. Ilia honor, tion of do- 
Ihe judge, charged the jury, that the plaintiff having shown a title under it a 
in himself, that it wasincumbent on the defendant to show thatit was operative" 
devested ; and as the latter claimed under a gift, since the act of ng"'nst the 

donor, un- 

1806, he ought to satisfy them that the gift was in writing, signed less duly 
by the donor, and attested by a witness subscribing it ; and fur- Jlld^^Vegis, 
ther, that in law a circumstance not made to appear was taken as 
not existing. A verdict was returned for the plaintiff, and the 
defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Hall, J. The act of 1806, Rev. ch. 701., *' declare 
ing what gifts of slaves shall be valid," was made, as it emphati- 
cally declares, " for the prevention of frauds," and may be fitly 
called a statute of frauds. It declariES, that no gift of slaves here- 
after to be made, shall be good or available in law or in equity, 
unless the same be made in writing, signed by the donor, attested by 
at least one subscribing witness, and shall be proved or acknow- 
ledged as conveyances of land, and registered within one year. This 
act was made, not only for the benefit of creditors and purchasers, 
but also for that of honors. It must be well remembered what a fruit- 
ful source of litigation parol gifts, and pretended parol gifts, were 
before the passage of this act ; and that, too, in many cases where 
creditors and purchasers were not concerned. To remedy that 
mischief the law was passed for the benefit of donors. And in 
proportion as any of the requisites of ihe acts are dispensed with, 
so in proportion will the mischief be left without remedy. Ii» the 
present case, between the donor and donee, if there had been a 
deed of gift, and that deed had been registered, although the deed 
were lost, there would be no difficulty in procuring a,,copy of it. 
If deeds of gift have been bona fide executed, injury is done to no 
one by registering them. Mischief maybe done by concealing 
them until after the death of the donors. But the act is positive, 
that such deeds shall be registered as conveyances of land. This 
clears the question of doubt; because nothing passes by convey. 
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ances of Inml, or shall be good and available m law, unless the 
same shall be acknowledged, or proved, and registered. 

1 am, therefore, of opinion, after full reHection, that the instruc- 
tions given by the judge to the jury, on the trial in the court below, 
were correct. It is true, that what I said in Justice v. CobbS) 1 Dev. 
Hep. 409., on the question of adverse possession, was extra judi- 
cial. The question involved in the decision of that case did' not 
i'C(juire it. That was the ease of a possession where tliere was no 
parol gift proved. Hut it is a warning lesson not to speculate on 
supposed cases. Judgment affirmed. 

7. 

Thomas v. Soi'Er. Feb. T. 181G. 5 Munf. Rep. 28. Alex- 
ander V. Deneale, 2 Munf. 341, ; Robekt.son v. Ewell, 
3 Munf. 1. ; Hamiltox v. Russel, 1 C ranch. Rep. 315. j 
HowATT v. Davis et al., 5 Munf. Rep. 34. 

An !vbso- Detinue for slaves. The plaintiiT otFered in evidence an abso- 
of sliuer^ lute deed from James Thomas, .sen., of whose estate the defend- 
where rhe jjjjj ^y.gg administrator. The defendant offered evidence to im- 
uijiius in peach, the deed as fraudulent, and that James Thomas held the 
filter tiie slaves troni the tune oi executmg the deed to the tune of his 
reco- death ; and that the defendant, qualified as administrator of Tho- 
yery of it, mas, and that the nearroes came to his poj?session as administrator, 
lent iuul and that mdla bona had been returned to an execution aarainst the 
creditors " cftate of Thonias. The court rejected the evidence, and instruct- 
aud subse- nuv, that although in the case of an absolute deed for 

qnent pur- j j ■> o ^ 

chasers, negroes where the vendor remains in possession after the execution, 
xioi b!j I'm- recording the same, such deed as to creditors and subsequent 

peached !vjr pm.(^hasers is to be regarded as fraudulent and void ; vet, between 

the parties ' . ^ j ^ 

or their re- the vcndor and vendee, and their immediate representatives, it was 
j)resui.i- Qijiio-atory, and could not be impeached by the testimony ofl'ered 
by the defendant as administrator of the grantor, which defendant 
was not himself a creditor. To this opinion of the court a bill 
of exceptions was filed, and a verdict being found, and judgment 
rendered for the plaintiff, the defendant appealed to this court, 
M'hich affirmed the judgment. And see Thomas v. Soper, 5 
Munf. Rep. 58. ; where the court say, that, although in case of 
an absolute deed of slaves where the grantor remains in posses- 
sion after the execution of the deed, it is fraudulent and void as to 
subsequent purchasers and creditors ; yet the same is obligatory, 
and cannot be impeached, as between the grantor and grantee 
and their representatives. 
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8. 

Ragan v. Kennedy. Nov. T. 1804. 1 Overtoii'« Rep. 91. 

Harrison, by a bill of sale translcrred a negro to the plaintiflT, Ah.J whoro 
and a lot. Ilarriaon being married to the plaintift''a daughter in A pril, ^iuln^'TZ 
1798. A judgment was obtained against Harrison, and another JJilJJ'^'Xl 
in March T. 1801, and a fi. fa. issued returnable to March T. 1802. !>'i.l r"'"- 
The sheriff sold the negro, as the property of Harrison, to Kcnne- IVJlHrint"' 
dy, the defendant, and this action of detinue was brought against 
nun to recover the slave. 

The court held, that a bill of sale of slaves made by a person 
indebted, who retains possession after the execution of the bill of 
sale, is void against creditors, although a valuable consideration may 
have been received. The court say, in conveyances of personal 
property the law supposes a transfer of possession. In subjects 
of this nature, two views present themselves: one as between the 
parties themselves, and those claiming directly under them ; the 
other, as it respects such individuals as may stand in a relation to 
be affected by the transaction. In the first, delivery of possession 
may not be necessary ; in the latter, it is usually otherwise. 

9. 

Madry v. Young. Oct. T. 1831. 3 Louisiana Rep. 160. 

This was a suit instituted by Madry to recover of the defendant where the 
a negro slave named Jack. It appeared the defendant was once fgyg'^^Jje"^' 
the owner of Jack, but exchanged him, in the state of Mississippi, j^^^^Jj"" 
with one Dawson for a slave named Aaron, Dawson being unable sesaion, 
to make a complete title to Aaron, Young refused to make an ab- ^^dei^ 
solute title to Jack. Dawson executed an instrument which was 

thing sold 

recorded in Mississippi, where the transaction took place, in which to a second 
he reconveys Jack to Young ; but this conveyance, to be defeasi- the latter 
ble, if he, Dawson, made Young a good title to Aaron, Dawson prTfe^enc'e 
remaining in possession of Jack, sells him to one Hunter, who to ti\e first, 
sold him to Madry; each sale being accompanied with de- 
livery. Young now claims Jack, and alleges Dawson had no 
authority to sell him. 

Per Cur* Martiriy J. Nothing is clearer than that, if the ven- 
dee suffers the vendor to retain possession, and he sells and deli- 
vers the thing sold to the second vendee, the latter will hold it in 
preference to the first. In the sale of a slave in a state where the 
property passes by verbal sale and delivery, if the vendee suffers 
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the vendor to retain possession, and he sells and delivers the thing 
sold to a second vendee, the latter will hold it in preference to 
the first. And where the sale is accompanied with delivery and 
payment of the price, it transfers all the vendor's right and interest. 

10. 

Braxton v. Jaineb et al. Oct. T. 1809. 4 Hen. and 

Munf. 151. 

Where the The court held, that where a daughter who was an infant, and 
purchaser ^^-^^ pufehaser for a valuable consideration of a slave, the fact 
and resides that such child resides in the fapiily of the father, and there keeps 
wijhherfa- gjave, and exercises acts of ownership over it, the creditors 
of the father cannot disturb the possession of the child, although 
the father had included the slave in a mortgage to mdemnify per- 
sons for becoming his sureties. She is considered a purchaser 
for a valuable consideration, and not a volunteer. See post, tit. 
*' Possession." 

11. 

Batte v. Stone. March T. 1833. 4 Yerger's Tennessee 

Rep. 168. 

. , , r This was an action of detinue, commenced in the circuit court of 

A deed of ^ ' 

gift for Giles county, by the defendant in error, to recover from the plain- 
void a8 to a tiff in error a slave by the name of Mary. From the bill of excep- 
picC?' ^ions the following facts appear : The father of the defendant in 
unless pro- error executed to him a deed of srift for the slave in controversy, 

ved by two 

witnesses, to which there were three si'' jribing witnesses. The deed was 
proved within the time prescr d by law, by one of the subscrib- 
ing witnesses, and registered, the time of its execution, defend- 
ant in error was a minor, living with his father. Some time in 
1827, the father of defendant in er. or sold the slave to the plaintiff 
in error, for a valuable consideration. Upon the trial of the cause, 
the defendant in error offered an otBce copy of the deed of gift in 
evidence. The production of the original was waived ; but the 
deed was objected to, because it was only proved by one witness. 
The court overruled the objection; to which exception was taken, 
and the defendant in error, having a verdict and judgment, the 
defendant below appealed in error to this court. 

Per Cur. Cairon, Ch, J, The main question in this cause is, 
whether the deed of gift, by virtue of which plaintiff claims title to 
the negro sued for, was properly admitted as evidence to the jury. 
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It was made, in 1824, from the plaintiff's father to him, and pur* 
ports to have had three witnesses to it. At May term, 1824, it 
was proved in the Sumner county court, hy Edward Eiliff, one of 
the subscribing witnesses> and certified for registration; and on the 
first of July, 1824, on this probate, registered. An office copy 
was offered, and objected to, because proved by one witness only, 
but received. Was the proof of one witness sufficient to author* 
ize the registration! The first act requirir,;^ two witnesses to 
instruments required to be registered, is that of 1805, ch. 16. sec^ 
2., which applies to the settlement of slaves, or other personal 
property, in consideration of marriage. The act of 1807, ch. 85. 
sec. 3., is, in this case, the governing provision. In the mode of 
proof to authorize registration, there had been no difference in 
cases of transfers of lands or slaves before 1807, and it is manifest 
the act of that year did not intend to make any» As to lands, it is 
clear, two witnesses are required ; the deed is to be proven by at 
least two subscribing witnesses, " and all bills of sale or otlier in- 
struments of writing for the transfer of personal property, shall be 
so proven." The seventh section provides for the registration of 
deeds, theretofore made, on the proof of only one witnesss, be- 
cause, until 1805, in no case had more than one been required. 
The proof by one witness did not authorize the registration of the 
deed ; consequently, the copy offered in evidence was incompe- 
tent to go to the jury. Judgment reversed. 

12. 

PiEaCE v. Grays et aL Feb. T, 1818. 5 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 367. 

Per Cur. Mathews, J. The plaintiff, and appellant, claims two In Spain, 
slaves from the defendants. On the 17th of August, 1809, he an In- 
purchased from Philip A. Gray, father of the defendants, eighteen g^ygg^^^jg. 
slaves, and among them, the two now claimed, as having always jj^*'^^^ 
remained in the possession of the vendor, or his heirs. On the father, is 
next day he executed a deed of gift in favor of Mayo Gray, and Sarah Jfabie^ a!" 
A. Gray, infant children of the vendor, for said slaves. The pro- jJJ'gy^Jj^^^® 
perty remained in this situation till the 17th of September, 1814, formally 
when the donor seems to have changed his benevolent intention ^^{^^^ 
towards the donees, and declared, before the judge of the parish 
of Felicianaj his will and desire to revoke and annul " the deed of 
gift executed by him in the year 1809, before Wm. Lewis, syndic 
of the district of Feliciana, then under the government of Spain*"' 
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The fact of the written donation executed by the plaintiff appears 
so conclusively, by the introduction of the instrument intended as 
a roYOcation of the donation, that it is thought unnecessary to no- 
tice the bill of (ixceptions of the defendants, on the introduction 
of parol evidence, to prove the acknowledgment of the plaintiff 
to that effpct. The only question of law which arises out of these 
facts is, whether the donation was perfect and irrevocable, without 
any formal acceptance, for the infants by their father, or some 
other person. 

According to the rules laid down on the subject of donations, 
inter vivosj it is clear, that the donor is bound, only from the ac- 
ceptance of the donation, in precise terms, and that it produces 
no effect, except from the day of the acceptance. Civ. Code, 
220. art. 54. Were the case to be decided by these rules, it is 
probable that the judgment of the district court would prove to be 
an erroneous one. But we are of opinion, that our code does not 
properly exhibit the rules by which the point in dispute between 
the parties must be settled. The contract was made under the 
Spanish government, (jnd the municipal laws of Spain are alone 
applicable to it. These, it is believed, are not so rigorous as our 
statute in requiring a formal acceptance, in order to give validity 
to a donation, or to render it perfect and irrevocable ; except in 
the cases laid down as ingratitude, a change of situation in the do- 
nor, who has given the greatest part of his estate, the subsequent 
birth of children, &c., which apply to donations, complete as to 
form. Gomez, in his Vari<£ Resolutiones, lays it down, on the sub- 
ject of donations, that they are executed in two modes : by deli- 
very, or promise. By delivery, quando nulla precedente promissione 
vel obligatione quis tradit suum rem alteri causa donationis ; quid tunc 
statim valet et perficitur donatio ; et transit dominium et phnum jus 
reij in accipientcm, ex titulo et causa donationis. A donation by 
promise is when a person obliges himself to give or deliver some- 
thing to another. If a donation, accompanied by the delivery of 
the thing, be complete and perfect, it follows, as a necessary con- 
sequence, that it ought to be considered as irrevocable on the part 
of the donor, unless for causes authorized by law. The donation 
made by the plaintiff, and appellant, was not accompanied by any 
formal delivery of the slaves given to the appellees, or any person 
for them ; but they were left in the possession of their father, who 
held them before the execution of the deed of gift to his infant 
children. He was the proper person to have received the dona- 
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tion for them ; and having already the possession of the slaves, no 
formal delivery was necessary to transfer the dominion of them in 
full right to the donees. We consider the slaves as having been in 
the possession of the father, under the donation to his children, 
and held for them, from the time of the execution of the deed of 
gift, to the commencement of this action. Was a formal, written 
acceptance of the donation necessary, on the paK of the donees, 
under these circumstances, to render it irrevocable by the donor T 
The court is of opinion, that it was not. It is very doubtful 
whether, by the laws of Spain, a formal acceptance be necessary 
in any case where the delivery of the thing accompanies the dona- 
tion. But in cases of minors, infants, and absent persons, no ac- 
ceptance is necessary to render the donation irrevocable, accord- 
ing to Gomez. (Treatise on Donations, p. 3.) It is true, that in 
a donation to an absent person, it seems required that the title or 
deed be transferred to the donee, in order to render the donation 
irrevocable ; or that a clause be introduced, by which the notary, 
or officer before whom it is made, be requested by the donor to ac- 
cept it for the absent persons, and that he then takes it as if ac- 
cepted in due form. Febrero, 1. 5. n. 19. These regulations 
are confined to absent persons ; and we find in the same books, 
(n. 30.) that a donor cannot revoke a donation made in such a 
manner so as to substitute a third person to the donee, when the 
substitute is an infant. From this view of the case, we are of 
opinion, that the judgment of the district court is correct. 

13. 

Garrett v. Hughlett. April T. 1800. 1 Har. and Johns. 

Rep. 3. 

The court held, that a bill of sale of negroes might be deemed ^'^'^ 
fraudulent from other circumstances than the continuance of pos- groes may 
session. The. act of assembly, by requiring the bill of sale to be ac- frtuSnt 
knowledaed and recorded within a limited time, intended bv those ^^.^^ "^^"^ 

^ , circum- 

circumstances of notoriety to take off the presumption of fraud ari- stances 
sing from the vendor's continuing in possession. But if there were ^Lndor's^ 
other circumstances attending the transaction, which tended f''"^*""'"^ 
to show it fraudulent, those circumstances might be given in 
evidence. 
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14. 

PiBiiOB V. Curtis et al. March T. 1819. 6 Martin's Louisiana 

Eep.413. 

m\d, '^IT-^' ^fi^ Mathews, J. In this case the plaintiff, and appellant, 

the vendor* ^^^^ recovery of a slave, described in the petition. The 

ho iH liable action was commenced against Curtis alone, who, at the time, had 
Id for^^hts possession of the slave. Gayles, the other defendant, intervened, 
debts. j^j^jj claimed the slave, in his answer, as his own, suggesting fraud 
in the transaction, by which the plaintiff obtained his title to the 
slave. Both Pierce and Gayles claim the slave under Curtis. 
The evidence on record shows the following facts On the 21st. 
of October, 1813, Curtis, by a notarial act, sold the slave in ques- 
tion to Abner Stanley, and retained a mortgage for his payment. 
It does not appear that the sale was attended with any tradition ; 
but Curtis held possessbn of the slave till August, 1814, when Stan- 
ley, at his instance, conveyed to Pierce, by a notarial act, all the 
title which he acquired by the act of sale in 1813. After this, 
Curtis continued to possess the slave, as his own, until some time in 
1815, when the sheriff of East Baton Rouge sold him, under an 
execution, upon and against the property of Curtis, and Curtis 
purchased him, at the sheriff's sale. On this statement of facts, 
the only question to be decided is, whether the slave sold, thus re- 
maining with the vendor, and never having been delivered to the 
vendee, was, or not, liable to be seized and sold to satisfy the debt 
of the former. The case of Durnford v. Brook's Syndics, 3 Mar- 
tm's Rep. 222. 259., is relied upon by the counsel of the defendant, 
and appellee, Gayles, and is certainly completely applicable to the 
present case, except that in the former the things sold were mer- 
chandise, which pass by a mere verbal agreement and delivery, 
whereas, the dispute is now about a slave, the tide to whom has 
been transferred by public and authentic acts. But we are of opi- 
nion, that this circumstance cannot operate against third persons, 
such as creditors, so as to defeat their just claims founded on prin- 
ciples recognized in the above case. There is not any evidence 
that the slave was ever delivered to Pierce, or that the latter ever 
exercised any act of ownership over him, except that which is de- 
rived from an extra-judicial acknowledgement of Curtis, whose in- 
terest it is to countenance the forced sale by which he was to be 
benefited. It is true that, according to our statute, the delivery of 
a slave who is sold takes place when it is rea]Iy made to the buyer, 
or by the mere consent of the parties ; when the sale mentions, 
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that the slave hais been soM and delivered to the buyer, or when 
he was already in possession under another title. Civ. Code, 350. 
art. 28. But this constructive delivery does not appear from the 
expressions of the act of sale, and there is evidence that the slave 
remained in the possession of the vendor. 

15. 

DoiisEY V. Gassaway. June T. 1809. 2 Har. & John*s Rep. 402. 

Held by the court, C/wse, Ch. J., that if slaves remain in posses- Ami whe- 
sion of the vendor, the bill of sale must be recorded ; and whether J^va re- 
they remained in his possession is a matter of fact for the jury. If "iJ^ "e,)Ji'or 
they find they were not in his possession, the bill of sale is not or not, is^a 
required to be recorded, and is not evidence, although it was fuct. 
recorded, unless the execution of it be proved. 

16. 

Rice v. Hancock. Nov. T. 1824. 1 Harper's Rep. 393. 

The defendant save an absolute bill of sale of a slave, which The consi- 

deration of 

stated a past consideration. The court held, he was not precluded the deed 
from showing that no consideration was in fact paid. quJJd £l 

Per Cur. Gantt, J. The consideration paid for the negro 
might, or might not, have been inserted in the bill of sale, and the 
transfer in law would have been as effectual one way as the other. 
The insertion is more a matter of form than substance, and in no 
event can preclude the party from inquiring into it. Had the de- 
fendant offered evidence to show that the bill of sale was intended 
to transfer a less interest than what was expressed therein, or that 
another negro than the one described was intended, &c. then such 
evidence would be in contradiction to the deed, and not admissi- 
ble. In transactions of this kind it is well known that the consi- 
deration expressed in the instrument is not always paid down, but 
secured by bond, note, or verbal promise, and it is the business of 
the puixjhaser to fortify himself with evidence of having paid the 
consideration, agreed to be given. 

17. 

Monday v. Wilson et al. August T. 1832. 4 Louisiana 
Rep. 338. ; S. P. Trahan v. M*Manus et al., 2 Louis- 
iana Rep. 209. ; and see, 9 Martin's Rep. 648. ; 6 Mar- 
tin's Rep. N. S. 324. 

Per Cur, Mathews, J. In this ease the Plaintiff claims two ^^^^^^ ^j^^ 
slaves, which are in the possession of the defendant. The for- vendor of 
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mer sets up a title derived from Morgan, evidenced by an authen- 
tic act passed before the parish judge of East Feliciana. The 
defendant claims the same property in virtue of a sheritPs sale 
made by the sheritf of St. Helena, in which it was sold as belonging 
to the vendor of the plaintiff. The cause was submitted to a jury 
in the court below, who found a voi diet for the defendant, and 
judgment being rendered thereon, the plaintift* appealed. 

The evidence of the case shows that the slaves in question were 
on a plantation, situated in the parish of St. Helena, belonging to 
Morgan, under whom both parties to this suit claim title ; one by 
a voluntary sale, the other by a forced sale, made under execution 
by the sherift' of the parish aforesaid. The sale to the plaintiff 
was made to the plaintitF on the 18th of October, 1830. The 
sheriff's sale took place in January, 1831, and was made under 
an execution which issued on a judgment confessed by Morgan in 
favor of the defendant Wilson. The validity of the sale is con- 
tested on the ground of irregularities in the proceedings of the 
sheriff, he not having pursued the formalities required by law ne- 
cessary to give effect to forced alienations of property under our 
judicial proceedings. Whether the regularity <if the course pur- 
sued by the sheriff, in the sale by him made, could, under any cir- 
cumstances, be inquired into in the collateral manner in which it is 
here presented, nieed not be examined in the present case, as the 
Court is of opinion that the plaintiff in the execution did not adopt 
the means afforded him by law to render the property now in dis- 
pute liable to be seized and sold under his execution. 

The sale from Morgan to the plaintiff is by authentic act, made 
in due form, a fair price stipulated for the slaves sold, a mortgage 
reserved on them to secure payment, and the deed contains a de- 
claration that thev have been delivered to the binder. 

In addition to this clause of delivery, the record shows that the 
purchaser had possession of ihem, as ageiit or manager of the 
plantation of the seller ; and, as stated by the witness, William, 
had the management of these identical slaves in the fall of 1830. 

On the subject of tradition or delivery of the slaves, it is stated 
in article 2484 of the Louisiana Code, that it takes place in, 
three ways : " Either by real delivery made by the buyer, or by 
the mere consent of the parties, when the sale mentions the thing 
sold has been delivered, or when the buyer was in possession under 
another title." But the article 2456, provides, "that in all cases 
where the thing sold remains in possession of the seller, because 
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be has reserved the usufruct, or retains possession by a piecarious 
title, there is reason to presume that the sale is simulated, &c. 
Now, it appears to us, that when the seller remains in actual pos- 
session without a reservation of usufruct, retention of the property 
sold under color of any precarious title, the same, or perhaps a 
stronger reason may exist to indiiicc a belief that the sale was simu- 
lated and iVadulent. Indeed, it is believed to be a principle re- 
cognized in all systems of jurisprudence, that where the seller of 
property keeps possession, this circumstance constitutes an indi- 
ciurn, or badge of fraud in relation to third persons ; and perhaps 
property thus ch'cumstanced might be legally seized by creditors 
of the vendor, without compelling them to resort to actions of 
nullity to" set aside such contracts, and that the mere mention of 
delivery in the act of sale ought not to defeat the right which crcdi* 
tovs have to seize property as belonging to a vendor before tradition. 
In the present instance before the purchaser is shown to have been 
in possession of the property sold, under another title than that 
acquired by the sale, viz. as agent for the seller. Thus situated, 
the slaves, which were apparently the property of the plaintiff", both 
by sale^ evidenced by notorial act, and by actual possession, could 
not legally be seized as belonging to the defendant in execution, 
by the judgment creditor, without causing the sale of the plaintiff 
to be annulled by an action directly instituted for that purpose^ 

(B.) By devise,* 
L 

Upshaw v. UrsHAW et ah April T. 1809. 2 Hen. an4 

Munf. 381. 

The court held, that a husband dying in the life time of the wife, * , , , 

, *A hvisbaiid 

nau no nght to devise away slaves to which she is entitled, as de- caiinot de- 
visee in remainder or reversion, the particular estate not having tTwhich he 
expired, though he may in his life time sell her interest in them for jj, rig"u 

. [ [ his wife 

* Slaves are devisable like any other chattel. A distinction,, however, exists where 
slaves are considered as real property. In those cases they pass innnediately to the 
legatee, and not to the executor as personal estate. The moment they are considered 
property they are of course subject to those rules of enjoyment of it by the possessor, and 
transmission from one to another, the common law bis established, or the legislature 
has declared^ With respect to a devise to a slave, it is held in all the states but Mary- 
land, that such devise is void. Slaves cannot take by sale, devise, or descent. Cun» 
ninghani v. Cunningham, C. & N. 353, So also a devise for the mainteiianre of 
slaves is void. 1 Taylor's Kep. 209. ; Pleasants v. Pleasajjts, 2 Call's Kep. 319. { 
8 
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tt valuable consideration. The same principle was settled in Wal- 
lace and Wife v. Taliaferro, 3 Call. 447. And Tucker, J., observ- 
ed, that the principle was not affected by Dade v. Alexander, 1 
Wash. Rep. 30. 

2. 

EwiNG*s HEIRS V. Hani)ley*s HEIRS, Fall T. 1823. 4 Little's 

Rep. 346. 

When Held by the court, that grand children might claim under a de- 
dren*^ may ^'^e of slaves by the description of children ; but the claim will only 
tako by the |jg yg^wd where there are no children to answer the description. 

description ^ 

ofcliildren. And see Pringle v. M*Pherson, 2 Dess. Rep. 624., where the court 
held, that a bequest of certain slaves by name, with " their families,** 
was under the circumstances restricted to their wives and children 
residing in the same house with them, and should not be extended 
to grand children. 

3. 

Mason v. Mason*s Ex'rs. Fall T. 1814. 3 Bibb's Rep. 448. 

Afterjur- Mason made his will, and afterwards purchased two slaves, and 
siavea do question was, whether these after-purchased slaves passed by 

not pass by the will, 
the wilij 

unless it Per Cur. OwsleVi J. We are of opinion that the slaves did 

appears to j*.., , 

be the in- not pass under the will ; they descend as li no will had been made. 
Stw.^'* would be otherwise, where it appeared plainly by the 

will that it was the intention of the testator that they should pass 

under it. 



Walker v. Bostick, 4 Dess. Rep. 266. ; Brandon v. HuntsviBe Bank, 1 Stewart's Rep. ' 
320. 

But in the case of Le Grand v. Damell^^S Peter's Rep. 664. the court held, in ac. 
cordiuice with the decisions in Maryland, that a devise of properly, real or personal, 
by a master to his slave, entiUes the slave to freedom, by implication. And see Hall 
V. Mullin, 5 Har. <&. Johns. Rep. 190. 

In some of the ttates the owners of slaves may manumit them by will. In Vir^nia 
and Kentuciiy a devise of freedom to a slave is effectual to give them freedom. But 
m other states the manuinission of slaves la guarded by legislative enactments, making 
it necessary to have the assent of the state, as in Tennessee, South Carolina,Geor» 
gia, &,c. See tit. Emancipation. 
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4- 

LaOAN V. Withers. April T. 1830. 3 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 
389. S. P. Irons v. Lucky, 1 Marshairs Rep. 74. 

Held by the court, Buckner J., that slaves devised are not assets ^1,^ 
in the hands of the executor, but the legal title is immediately ^["ti,*^^'^"^ 
transferred to the devise, and he may take possession of them with- to the devi- 
out the assent of the executor, and he may recover them by suit 
without giving a refunding bond. 



800, 



5. 



Walton's heirs v. Walton's Ex'rs. Nov. T. 1831. 7 J. J. 
Marshall's Rep. 58.; M'Donald v. M'Mullin, 2 Rep. 
Const. Court S. Carolina, 97. 

And the 

Held by the court, Robertson, Oh. J., after refering to Mason will, will 
V. Mason's Ex'rs, 3 Bibb's Rep. 448., that notwithstanding Jfe'^«ath* 
the act of ISOQ has made slaves real estate, a general devise of jf^*® 
slaves will pass ail those which the testator has at his death, and 
the devise will be considered as speaking at the death of the 
testator.' 

6. 

Waltox's h:^irs v. Walton's Ex'rs. Nov. T. 1831. *7 J. J. 

Marshall's Rep. 58. 

/ A d will 

i'hti court, Robertson, Ch. J., held, that since the act of 1800, thatwinnot 
which makes slaves real estate, a will that would not pass linds real 

estate, is iti' 

will not pass a slave ; the effect of the act is, that a person under effccttiai to 
9A yeas's of age cannot devise a slave ; that a will that would not ^^^"^ 
pass land will not pass a slave ; and that a devisee of a slave will 
take under the will, in the first instance, just as a devisee of land 
would take and hold land devised. 

(C.) By parol contract. 

1. 

Strawbridge v. Warfield. April T. 1832. 4 Louisiana 
Rep. 21. : Robineau v. Cornier, 1 N. S. 456. ; High- 

Th© parol 

LANDER V. Fluke, 5 Martin's Rep. 442. ; Madry v. sale of a 
Young, 3 Louisiana Rep. 160. void; "'the* 

Per Cur. Porter, J. The judge of the court of the first in- Jjay^ w^^ve 
stance, considered the verbal sale of the slave was null. But we ^^J^S^^^^^ 
differ with him on this point. On the provisions of the old code, roi proof. 
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the jurisprudence of this court was settled, that parties had a right 
to admit a parol contract for the sale of immovahle property ; and 
if they choose they might, as they did in this imtanr ?, admit parol 
evidence to prove it. The late ainendmeuts to the i -ouisiana code 
have not changed those of the civil code, except in recognizing the 
validity of a verbal sale, and in establishing, by their authority, the 
doctrine that the exclusion of parol testimony in relation to con- 
tracts of the description of that before us, is a privilege which the 
parties may waive. 

.2. 

Bank's Adm'k v. Mahksbertiy, Spring T. 1828. 3 Little's 

Rep. i>75. 

slavV^" C^w- It was urged, that the gift of the slaves was void, 

ho'^dolwTt- ^^^^^^^ having been no delivery of them to the donees. There is 
tmi***'' ^^^^^ ^0 completion of a parol gift, the delivery of the 
Ed und^ thing is essentraT ; but we apprehend this principle does not ap- 
coutruu a ply to a gift by deed, if the deed be founded on a good considera- 
considera- ^ion. The relation of father and child, which subsisted in this 



* Voluntary gifm and grants are valid between the parties, and are held good when 
the interests of third persons are not atFected. Possession should accompany the gift; 
or, in other words, a change of possession should take place. It is a controverted 
qtiestion, whether the possession of the goods remaining in the vendor or donor is, or 
IS not, conclusive evidence of fraud; or whether it is only primd-facie evidence of it, 
and therefore a proper subject for the jury to examine into and decide. The distinc- 
tion probably, in a great measure, is determined by tlie nature of the conveyance, or 
transfer of the property. If the instnmient of conveyance be absolute and unbondi- 
tumal on its face, it is held, the possession nmst pass to the vendee or donee, otherwise 
the transaction will be held fraudulent by the court. This principle was stated and 
acted upon by Ch. J, Marshall, in Hamilton v. Russel, 1 Crunch's Rep. 309. The 
chief justice obsei-ved, that modem decisions have determined, that an unconditional 
s!ile where the possession does not accompany and follow the deed, is, in respect to 
credKors, by the statute of Eliz., a fraud, and should be so determined by the court. 
And the principle is sustained by many cases in the courts of the several states Pat- 
ton V. Smith, 4 Conn. Hep. 455.; Talcott v. Wilcox, 9 Conn. Rep. 1:34.; Youn^ v. 
Pate, 4 Yerger's Rep. 1G4.; Clow v. Woods, 5 S. & R. 275.; Babb v. Clemson. 10 
S & R 419. But m the case of Sydney v. Gee, 4 Leigh's Virginia Rep. 525., which 
uas a bill of sale absolute for certain slaves, and a delivery to the vendee, and a rede- 
livery back to the vendor at hire for the price of their board-the court, Tucker. .T., 
obser^-ed, that mnumcrable instances of delivery and re-delivery are unassailable. I 
buy a horse from a countryman, and the seller immediately borrows him to sdve him- 
sel the fatigite of travelling home on foot. I buy a slave in midsummer which I .shall 
not want tiil Christmas, and hire him to the vendor for the residue of the year I in 
vest money in slaves, not to till my land, but to let to hire. I think these are case« of 
oonstructive fraud. It is strongly my impression, thattlie failure to deliver pos,.es.s;on 
^vhere no real fraud h intended, does not altach fraud to the transaction Torever ; and 
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case, is a consideration oC this sort. Such u considcrution, when 
coupled in a deed, was, at common laW^ held sulUcicnt to create ii 
tvuat in real estate, which would be decreed in a court of equity ; 
and under the statute of uses is sufficient to transfer the use into 
possession, and thus complete the legal tith; in cestui que use ; and 
much more ought such a consideration be deemed sufficient to 
8\i])port a deed alienating the personal estate. 

3. 

Gaunt V. Brockman. Spring T. 1808. Hardin's I? op. 331.; 
TuiiNEU V. TuRNEii, 1 Wash. Rep. 139. 

It was held by the court, ti;ut after the passage of the act of A j»nrol 
Virginia, 1758, and before the operation of the act of 1785, a pa- Save" Ik 
rol gift of slaves was void as between donor and donee, as well as IIJ^tSmvu 
against creditors. But now a parol gift of slaves is valid. See ^v'X 
Lucy V. Wilson, 4 Munf. Rep. 313. ; Fitzhugh v. Anderson et al., ginia. 
2 Hen. & Munf. 289. ; Moore's Adm'r. v. Dawney, 3 Hen. & 
Munf. 127. ; Boutright v. Meggs, 4 Munf. Rep. 145. ; Johnson v. 
Hendley, 5 Munf. Rep. 219. In most of the states the statute of 
frauds has been considered as made to protect creditors and pur- 
chasers, and a parol contract for the sale of goods and chattels, 
and sales and gifts of slaves, have been held vulid as between the 
parties themselves, and are only void when creditors are hindered 
or delayed, or the rights of third persons aflected. See the cases 
Abridged, and Goodwin v. Morgan, 1 Stewart's Rep. 278. ; 1 
Hayw. Rep. 289. 



that a subsequent delivery will make it valid against all stibsequent creditors and pur- 
chasers. In New York it is the impression at the bar, that the English rule recognized 
in Stimevantv. Ballard, 9 Johns. Rep. 337., that where possession doea notnoconi- 
pany an unconditional sale of goods, it is evidence of fraud ;)cr se, is overruled by tijo 
cases of Ludlow V. Hurd, 19 Johns' Rep. 221., and Bissel v. Hopkins, 3Cowen'sRep. 
io6. And the same principle was recognised in Brooks v. Powers, 15 Mus-m. Rep, 
244. But admitting the rule to be as laid down in Bissel v. Hopkin.s, that the pos- 
session remaining in the vender or donor is only prima facie evidence of fraud, still, if 
the party is unable to show that the possession is bona fide, and the trauisacuou fair and 
honest, it becomes conclusive evidence of fraud, and the jury must find accordingly. 
In Talcott v. Wilcox, 7 Conn. Rep. 134. 110, Bissel, J., observed, tliat it is undoubted- 
ly, as has been contended, the settled law of tliis state, tliat if the vendor of personal 
property he permitted after the sale to retain the actual and visible possession, it is, 
unexplained, conclusive evidence of fraud. 
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4. 

Farukll v. Perry, Oct, T. 1790. 1 Haywood's Rep. 2. 

SoiiiNorth Per Cur. JVUliamSf 3. If a fatheratthetimeof hisdnughter's 
Carolina, marriage puts a negro or other chattel in the possession of the son- 
in-law, it is in law a gift, unless the contrary can be proven. The 
same principle was settled in Carter's Ex'r v. Rutland, ibid. p. 
97. And again, Parker & Wife v. Philips, p. 451. ; Pearson v. 
Fisher, 1 Car. Law Rep. 460. ; M*Ree v. Houston, 3 Murphy's 
Rep. 429. ; Lynch Ex'rs v. Ashe, 1 Hawks' Rep. 338. By the 
act of 1806 it is stated in a note, Farrel v. Perry, by the editor, that 
no parol gift of slaves is good in any case in North Carolina, and that 
a written transfer is in all cases necessary, even between the par- 
ties. Colten V. Powell, 2 Car. Law Rep. 432. ; Barrow v. Pender, 
3 Murphy's Rep. 483. 

5. 

The Executor op Lynch v. Ashe. June T. 1821. 1 Hawks' 
North Carolina Rep. 338.; Madry v. Young, Louisiana 
Rep. vol. 3. p. 162. 

Under the This was an action of detinue for certain slaves. The defendant 
relative to pleaded nm detinet, the act of limitation. It appeared on the 
of^'shvefJ <^at the father of the plaintiflf's testator died in March, 1781, 
and shortly after, the mother of the testator made a parol gift to him 
goodasbe- of the negro woman, for whom and whose increase the action was 
origlua/'^^ brought. The plaintifTs testator took the negro woman into his 
parties and possession, but afterwards loaned her to his mother. In the year 

volunteers ^ , , 

under 1793, his mother intermarried with one Hargrove, an old servant 

them fliid w ' 

is void on- in the faqiily of Major Strudwick. The mother, during her wi- 

^ieditorr ^Ipwhood, always stated the slave and her children to be the property 

nnd pur- of her son, plaintitTs testator, as did also Hargrove after his mar- 
chasers are . • i tt 

concerned, riage ; and at one period Hargrove sent them home to Lynch ; but 
soon after they were sent back, in the year 1804, Hargrove and 
his wife separated ; he removed to a tract of land which he obtained 
from Mrs. Strudwick, carrying the slaves in dispute with him. 
On the 1 0th of August, 1805, Hargrove gave Mrs. Strudwick a 
bill of sale for the slaves, and at the same time Strudwick conveyed 
to Hargrove an estate for life in a tract of land by deed, iu which 
it was mentioned, that Hargrove was to retain possession of the 
slaves during his life. In October, 1805, Hargrove re-conveyed 
his interest in the land to Strudwick. It was proved that Strudwick 
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had paid 8ome small debts for Hargrove, and expressed a wish to 
hftvo tlie use of ♦he slaves while Hargrove lived, saying, that at his 
death, they should go to the rightful owner. In March, 1815, Har- 
grove died, and plaintiff's testator obtained possession of the slaves, 
and kept them about a month, when Strudwick again obtained 
possession of them. The defendant claimed as distributee under 
Strudwick. Lynch died, and his executor l;rought this action 
within three years next after Strudwick got the slaves out of the 
possession of Lynch. 

The court instructed the jury, that (without deciding whether 
the purchaset intended to be protected by the act of 1784, 
was one from the donor, or might be from any person claiming 
under the donor,) it was at least necessary to show that Strudwick 
was a bona fide purchaser for a valuable consideration ; that a co- 
lorable consideration would not destroy the plaintiff's title ; that if 
they believed from the evidence, that Hargrove's possession was 
not an adverse possessioiiy it availed the defendant nothing ; and thus 
the act of 1 806 did not merge, or destroy the plaintiff's title, al- 
though Hargrove or Strudwick had the negroes in adverse possession 
upwards of three years after that act went into operation ; because 
Thomas Lynch, the plaintiff's testator, had regained the possessionin 
1816, and kept them in his undisturbed possession for one month, 
or thereabouts, at whicb time the title and possession were united 
in Lynch. And as this was in three years next before the com- 
mencement of the action, the act of limitation did not protect the 
defendant. The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff. A motion 
for a new trial was moved for, on the ground of misdirection as to 
the law. The motion was overruled, and from the judgment ren- 
dered defendant appealed. 

Henderson, J. I am of opinion that the law was correctly laid 
down by the presiding judge, in his charge to the jury : for, how- 
ever much we may now regret that the act of 1784 was not con- 
strued as a statute of frauds, avoiding all parol gifts of slaves, as 
well between the parties, as wheie creditors and purchasers were 
concerned, it is now too firmly settled, by a uniform train of de- 
cisions, to be even questioned, that as between the parties, and 
volunteers under them, the transfer is good, and that it is void 
only where creditors and purchasers are concerned ; nor can we 
adopt the expedient pressed upon us from the bar, that we would 
in this case give to the act what we consider to be its true con- 
struction, as there has been no decision that a fraudulent or color- 
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able purchaser was not within the prohibition of the act. This 
would, to our understanding, be something like a subterfuge ; the 
protection of the act is aftbrded to a purchaser on account of his 
merits, not his demerits. We cannot perceive the situation of a 
fraudulent and colorable purchaser to be better than that of the 
person from whom he purchased. Can title be strengthened by 
adding a fraudulent link to the chain 1 It appears to me, that if 
either is to be preferred, it is the original party; if Strudwick 
therefore was a fraudulent or colorable purchaser, (and this fact 
was })roperly left to the Jury,) he and his voluntary representatives 
stand in the situation of the husband, Hargrove, from whom he 
purchased ; and as the parol gift, if made, was binding upon Har- 
grove, it is binding on the defendant , Ashe, who is a volunteer 
under Strudwick. Judgment for the plaintiff. 

6. 

Mary Choat v. Joim Wright. June T. 1830. 2 Devereaux's 
North Carolina Rep. 289.; Goodwin v. Morgan, ; 1 Stew- 
art's Rep. 278. ; 1 Haywood's Rep. 289. 

A sale of a Trovcr for a slave. The defendant, under the general issue, 
slave ac- „^yQ cvideuce that an execution against one Isham ClioaL came 

companied *-* ^ ^ ^ ' 

by adeiive- to his hand, as sheriff, under which he seized the slave, and the 
arid tmiis' only question was, whether the defendant in this cj^ecution had a 
ttr ^^noi-' ^'^^^ ^^^^ slave. On the cvidencii it appeared that the slave had 
witlistand-^ been the property of one Sybert Choal, and was by the plaintiff, 
of" sale is as his cxecutrix, set up at public auction, and stricken off to Mam 
ixorauy^' Choat at 600 dollars ; that the slave was delivered to the vendee ; 
Miemoran- j^^q Qf g^ie nor any memorandum of the sale in writinsr, 

dum oflhe . , .. 

contract was executed by the plaintiff. His honor charged the jury, that 
the"panies tlie s^le of a slave, accompanied with delivery of possession, passed 
thereto. title, notwithstanding the act of 1819. Rev. ch. 1016. A 

verdict was returned for the defendant, and the plaintiff appealed. 

Ruffln, J. We should lend a ready ear to any plausible argu- 
ment, tending to prove that this case is within the statue of frauds ; 
(Act of 1819. Rev. ch. 1016, ;) for we feel that all the mischiefs 
are as apt to arise out of executed, as executory contracts. But 
Vne words are too strong and plain to be got over. We think it 
extremely probable, that the draftsman considered, when he put 
lands ahd slaves on the same footing, that he required all contracts 
respecting each to be in writing. If he did, it was a great mistakt?. 
However the words of the act may be construed, if applied to 
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slaves alone, they cannot embrace executed contracts, when applied 
to both. The act says, that " all contracts to sell or convey lands or 
slaves shall be void and of no elfect, unless such contract, or some 
memorandum, or note thereof, be put in writing, and si.sned by 
the party charged, except contracts for leases not exceeding 
three years." The question is, what sort of contracts is here meant] 
Certainly, only such a contract respecting slaves is within tbe act 
as would also be within it if it respected land ; for the two subjects 
are placed side by side. It is perfectly clear, that executory con- 
tracts alone can be meant when land is the subject. For before that 
time, a conveyance of freehold land could be by deed only, and it 
is absuj d to talk about " a note or memorandum in writing," as a 
thing that can jyass such lands. In relation, therefore, to realty, 
not only the words of the act, "a contract to selly^' but the 
s!ate of the law before, restrains the statute to executory contracts. 
This ties us down, against our wills, to the same construction as re- 
gards slaves. Therefore, a sale of slaves by parol, that would have 
been good before the statute is still good. We are aware of the great 
i nconveniences that will arise from this construction ; and that has 
made us very reluctant to adopt it. For the same fraud and per- 
] ury will be practised in tbe dispute, whether the contract was one 
*'to sell," or "of sale,'' as in ascertaining the particular terms of a 
contract to sell, and thus all the benefits intended by tbe legisla- 
ture be defeated. But the framing of the act compels us to pro- 
nounce the judgment we do. Judgment affirmed. 

7. 

Morrow et al. v. Williams. Dec. T. 1831. 3 Devereaux's 

North Carolina Hep. 263. 

Detinue for a slave. A verdict was taken for the plaintiftj sub- a gift of 
ject to the opinion of the court, upon the following case : inu<i(f'byan 

Jemima Bradshaw, on the 30th of December, 1820, signed an instrument 
instrument, of which the following is a copy : " To all people to f^oai, and 
whom these presents shall come, I, Jemima Bradshaw^ for and in p"i|i^ed by 
consideration of the natural love and affection which I have and ^^l^^i^u, is 

void. 

bear to my beloved son-in-law Arthur Morrow, and my daughter 

Jemima Morrow, and for divers other good considerations me 

hereunto moving, have given and gra.'ited, and by these presents 

do give and grant, unto the said Arthur and Jemima Morrow, my 

negro boy Abraham, &c., (mentioning several articles of personal 

property, ) to their vise, and to use singularly to them, and the chii- 
9 
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tlren of Jmima Morrow, that slie may have by her said husband, 
to enjoy lull power and {possession of, al'tcr my deal}), to have and 
to hold, and enjoy all and singularly the said ncg-ro boy JJbraham, 
&c., unto the said Jirlhxir and /(im/mo, and their children. In 
witness whereof, &c. 

".JEMIMA BRADSIIAW. 

" Signed in presence of." 

The plaintiff was the wife of Morrow, and the children born 
at (he date of the paper above set forth. 

Per Cur. Jlall^ J. Several valid objections occur to the claim 
of the plaintifl's. The first is, that the j^ift is- not established by a 
deed, or, in its absence, by evidence of a delivery: the writing in- 
troduced and relied upon, not being under seal, is nothing more 
than the declaration of Jenihna Bradshim. that she ffave the Tieffro 
to her daughter and son-in-law, but there having been no deli- 
very, no title vested in them ; and there being no valuable conside- 
ration, no right of properly passed from her. Judgment for the 
defendant. 

Williams et. al. v. Horton. May T. 1826. 16 Martin's 

Louisiana E.ep. 464. 467. 

A donation This suit was commenced for the purpose of rescinding a deed 
without es- 01 S'-^'^ Slaves, on account of legal informality in its execution, 
timauon is -p}^^. plaintiff obtained a verdict and judgment tlicreon, declaring 
that the donation was void, and the defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Mathews, .f. The reasons why our legislature, in 
conformity with the legislation of Fraiice, should have embar- 
rassed donations with so many forms, arc not very palpable aiid 
evident to the m.inds of men who are only conversant with ordinary 
affairs of human life ; in truth, they cannot be considered as very 
conspicuous and imposing on those learned in the law. Why 
honest gcuerosity should be thus trammeled, is not easy to account 
for : sed Ha lex. In resorting to Toullier's Commentary on the 
Code Napoleon, it is discovered that tradition, i. e. delivery de 
m:muin manum, ot moveables, according to the decisions of the 
courts of justice in France, dispenses with many, if -not all the 
forms prescribed by the Code for the perfection ot^ donations. See 
5 Toullier, p. 181-— 184. Want of estimation of the property 
given is cured by delivery of moveables. The 48tb article of our 
late civil Code is, verbatim, that of the 948tb article of the French 
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Code, except tluit ours i)rovi(.lc.s expressly in the same manner for 
the donation of slaves, and recpiires that an estimate should he 
made of them, and sii^'iied hy hoth donor and donee, Sic. There 
can he no donht, aceordini^' to the interprelatioii given to this law 
hy French juiists, and wliieh we l)elieve to be correct, of tradition 
of moveables obviating the iiivalidit} of a donation, which would 
otherwise take j)laee lor want of an estimale. 'i'he only (picstion 
which remains for examination is, wliether the delivery of slaves, 
under a deed of grant, made and accepted in due form, will, agree- 
ably to general rules ol' ])roperty in this state, produce the same 
etrccf? The principle reason which seems to have influenced the 
opinions and decisions of those who have considered tradition of 
moveable property, made in })ursuance of a will to give, as suffi- 
cient to cure all defects of form in donations, is, that possession of 
this kind of property is held to be erpiivalent to title, or in other 
words, to be evidence of title. But according- to our laws in rela- 
tion to titles by which property is held, a written instrument is re- 
quired in order to transfer slaves from one proprietor to another ; 
and when the evidence otTered in support of title to them is an act 
of donation, to give it validity,, it must appear clothed with all the 
formalities required by law, and sanctioned by an authentic deed. 
Mere possession is not evidence of title. In the present case, the 
notarial act is invalid, for want of the estimate required by the code, 
and is therefore no evidence of title in the donee, because dona- 
tions cannot be supported by any instrument inferior to authentic 
acts. 1)1 this species of contract forms appear to assume the 
place of substance. From the foregoing review of the case, there 
can be no ditliculty in perceiving the dilFerence in the legal princi- 
ples which govern it, from those on which the decisions were made, 
relative to synallagmatic conti-acts, relied on by the counsel for 
the appellants. Judgment atlirmed. 

9. 

xVtkinson v. Clauke. Dec. T. 1831. 3 Devereaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 17L 

Rufjin, J., delivering the opinion of the court in this case, de- Rule as to 
cided, that an assignment of slaves not under seal is void, where oJ-'^javS hi 
there is no delivery of possession, or price paid. In Kentucky, 
no parol gift of a slave could be made prior to the act of 1787. 
By thai act a parol gift was valid if accompanied by possession. 
But even under that act the possession of the donee, is not valid 
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against the creditors of the donor, or purchasers for a vaUiablc 
consideration, until the donoi' shall have been in possession three 
years. 

10. 

Butt v. Caldwell. Fall T. 4 Bibb's Rep. 459. 

When hii- udd by the court, that the sale of a negro while she was hired 
to another, transfers the possession, as well as right of property ; 
and the hill of sale is not, as to creditors, fraudulent per se, be- 
cause ])osscssion was not actually given to the purchaser at the 
time. The slave at the time of the sale was hired out, but the 
owner might nevertheless sell him. The right to dispose of pro- 
perty, though not in the possession of the vendor, but which was 
held under him, was decided in Bullock v. M'Calla, 2 Bibb's 
Rep. 2S^J. If, then, the right may be thus transferred iii the slave, 
the subsequent holding by the person who had hired, ought not to 
be treated as the possession of the seHer. 

Barfield v. Hewlet. June T. 1832. 4 Louisiana 

Rep. 118. 



Sale by an 

of'^a stave Held by the court, Martin^ J., that the purchaser of a slave at 
thorUy'^''" auctlon acquires no title, if his vendor be without auihoriiy to sell. 

vests no ti- 

tie. 12. 

Williams V. Moore. Oct. T. 1811. 3 Munf. Rep. 310. 

Where a 

soicf oir*^^ The declaration averred, that the defendant entered into a ver- 
tiiat^'i/^the agreement with the plaintiff to purcliase a negro woman slave, 
buyer ^ did named Peg, for $300, upon condition, that if the defendant did 
hhii, to re- nol like her, he was to return her in two or three weeks ; and in 
a'specS pursuance of the said agreement, the defendant received the said 
ilr^he "^ Peg, and while in his possession, she was injured by being frost 
mean bitten, and rendered of little value ; and thereupon the defendant 
slave is refused to keep the said negro, or to compensate tlie plaintiff, 
te^f the '^^^ counsel for the. plaintiff moved the court to iostruct the 
buyer may jury, " that if they were of opinion that the negro mentioned in 
slave, and the declaration was purchased by the defendant of the plaintiff, 
iTTe ^look ^ipo^i condition; that if after keeping her tv,ro or three weeks, 
such care Jig did not like her, he was at liberty to return her : that in such 

as a mau of 

prudence event, the defendant, to entitle him to the benefit of the contract, 
own^ ^vas bound to return her in the same condition he received her. 
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even although the Injury she sustained v/as not imputable to the 
neglect of the defendant." But i\\e court refused to give the jury 
such instruction, and instructed them, " that no bailee is responsi- 
ble for accident, unless it be cxpi'essly agreed between the parties 
to the contract, that he shall be so liable ; that when the bailee 
alone is benefited by his contract, he is bound to slight neglect ; 
and that slight neglect is the omission of that diligence which very 
circumspect and thoughtful persons use in securing their own 
goods and chattels." To which opinion of th e court, " refusing 
the instructions," the plaintiff fded a bill of exceptions. Verdict 
and judgment for the defendant. Plaintiff* appealed. 

At a subsequent day the president pronounced the court's opi- 
nion, that the judgment be reversed, the verdict set aside, and the 
cause remanded to the superior court of law, with discretion of 
that court to instruct the jury, that, "if the injury to the slave 
complained of was not imputable to the neglect of the appellee, he 
would not be responsible therefor, unless h'^ expressly agreed to be 
so liable, and that as no such agreement is charged to have beeu 
made, he is only bound, according to the present declaration, for 
ordinary care of the slave in question ; that is, such care as any 
man of common prudence, and capable of governing a family, 
takes of his own concerns, and that he is answerable for ordinary 
neglect only." 

13. 

Harpsr v. Destrehan. April T. 1824. 14 Martin's Louisiana 

_ Rep. 389. ^ V 

Per Cur. PoricrfJ/; The plaintiff sued to recover a i'^-ntaif slsive, The bona 
who; had been ille^gaJiv and forcibly taken out of W p^^fsession. -J;^^^^ 

The iudare below oecreed he should recover, but eoncif?miied him negro ig 

■ 1 111 i" 1 J ^"t'- 

to pay the .price of tha negro, because she had hzen stolen, and tied to de- 
purchased by the defendant at public auction. Both parties apperled p^J"^ f^f^ 
from this judgment. The evidence proves the identity of the slave, JJ^^j^^'J"^^*** 
that she was part of the estate of one William Burland, deceased ; 
and came into the possession of the plaintiff as guardian to Wil- 
liam Burland, jun. The title under which defendant claims is of 
a date previous to this, and nothing shows any right in the person 
from whom it emanated. The plaintiff, therefore, is entitled to 
recover, and the only question which remains to examine, is, whe- 
ther he must reimburse the defendant the price he has paid for 
her. His obligation to do so has been contended in this court to 
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result from the provision in the code, which declares, that things 
moveable may be prescj'ibed for in three years, unless they have 
been stolen ; and even if they have been stolen, the owner cannot 
recover them without paying the possessor the price which they 
cost him, provided he bought them at a public market, fair, or at 
a public auction. Civil Code, 48S., art. 74, 75. Slaves, by 
the laws of this country, are considered as immoveable, not move- 
able ; therefore, the above rule does not apply to them. The. rea- 
son upon which that rule was established, also excludes the idea of 
its having any application to this kind of property. It does liot 
pass by delivery, but by writing, and the purchaser should look to 
title, and not to possession, as evidence of ownership. It is there- 
fore ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the judgment of the dis- 
trict court be annulled, avoided, and reversed ; and it is further 
ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the plaintiff recover of the 
defendant the slave claimed in the petition, with costs in both 
courts. 

14. 

DupREE V. Harrijstgton^. Nov. T. 1824. 1 Harper s Rep. 391. 

Where a Trover for a horse. Where the plaintiiF agreed to sell, and 
iSsoiial actually delivered a horse, with a stipulation in the written con- 
property^ tract that the right of property should remain in him, and not pass 
the ve^idee to the ve» uce until half the consideration should be paid, the 
I'jtion of" court held, that until the payment according to the contract, the 
payment at Y\'A\t of property in the horse remained in the plaintiff. 

a .specilieu o r i ./ i 

time, yviih Per. Cur. Gcmtt, J. The possession of a chattel is in law 
tionthatthe prima facie evidence that it is accompanied with the right to property ; 
property is presumption may be rebutted by higher and better evidence, 

to remain I hold it to be a correct and well established principle, that the 

iu the ven- i 

dor tili owner of a chattel may make a qualified contract respecting it, 
Ssale o"f ' and in parting with the possession, still retain his right of propertj^ 
tlie proper- jg the case in bailments, where the possessor has only a qualified 

ty by the .... J i 

vendee, right, the absolute right being in the bailor. So, a sale may be 
iierfoim- absolute or qualified, and the seller may secure himself by taking 
iiigthe sn- ^ mortga£;e of the thing sold, and the lien will attach on the 

pulation, ~ J 7 

conveys no mortgaged goods into whose hands soever they may come. The 
vendee has no right of property in the horse until payment; his 
sale, therefore, to Harrington, the defendant, with notice of the 
non payment, passed no title, and the plaintiff must recover. 



OF TITLE TO SLAVES. 



71 



(D.) By gift to children I.V COX^SIDE^^ATIO^' O^^ ISIAimiAG13 J 

and sec tit. " PossEasiox." 

Moore's adm'r v. Dawney et al. Oct. 1808. 3 Hen. & 

Munf. 127. 

The plaintiff's intestate, intermarried with the daiigliter of Zuclui- When ilii>y 
riah Bnrnly, Dec. 1795, who was a man, of I'.a-g-ii fortune; and hVuiasVift 
iinmediatcly after the marriage, Burnly sent the slaves in the de- J",.';,",''''^''/*^^' 
claralion mentioned to his son-in-h^w, in wliosc possession they marriago. 
remained until his death, in April, 1795 ; and afterwards they were 
seized upon execution, as the property of Zachariah Burnly. 

The court held, that where a father, possessed of a VargQ- fortune, 
sent his slaves immediately after marriage of one of his daughters 
to her husb?ina, where they remained until the hushand's death, 
whic!'. happened tvYO years and four months after, they would pre- 
sume the slaves were a gift in consideration of marriage. 

Per Tucker, J. : It appears to me that the delivery of the 
negroes to the husband immediately after the marriage, may well 
be presumed to have been in consideration of mairiage. 

2. 

Taylor v. Eobanks. Spring T. 1821. 3 Marshall's Rep. 239. 

Detinue for a slave. It appeared that George G. Taylor, on The mere 

the marriaj^^e of his son, the appellant, made a parol gift of the s!a5^,'"""of a 

slave in question to him, and in about one year the slave was taken [Jj'J^i" 

out of his possession upon an execution issued against the father, who at the 

was indebted to the execution creditor in a considerable sum at 

the time of the gift. The court instructed the jury, that if they o\is 

believed, from the evidence, that the father was indebted at the cl"''^- 

not, ot It- 
time of the parol gift of the slave to the son, the gift as to the exe - self, render 

cution creditor was void in law. Verdict for defendant; and vuidf 'it ie 

Taylor appealed. ' ^ 

Per Cur. Owsley, J. If by the instruction given it was intended that vm- 

by the court to decide, thai under the statute against fraudulent gUt, 

conveyances generally, the mere circumstance of a father being 

indebted at the time of making the conveyance, does, within itsell^ 

as matter of law, render a gift made to the son, in consideration of 

natural love and affection, void as to creditors, we entertain no 

doubt the instruction cannot be sustained. The istatute of this 
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country, wliicb was taken from, and contains, in substanjce, the 
provisions of the li^ and 27 FJisabetb, no doubt makes void all 
conveyances made with an intention to hinder, delay, or defraud 
creditors ; but it is the fraudulent intent with which the conveyance 
is made, and not the circumstance of the alienor being at the time 
indebted, that makes the conveyance void. 

From his being indebi-'^d, an intent to defraud may be presumed ; 
but it is a presumption which may be repelled by other evidence, 
and which should ])e made by the jury, and not the court. There 
may be cases where, from partic\tlar facts, it would be proper for 
the court to infer a fraudulent in.tent j but those are eases where, 
from the facts, the law itself implies the intent, and allows the in- 
troduction of no evidence to repel the implication. But the cir- 
cumstance of being indebted is not such a fact from which the law 
implies an intention in the person conveying, in consideration of 
natural love and altection to defraud bis creditors. 

- -3. ' 

Taylor, Ex'r of Rowley, y. Walt.ac'E .atht, Wife. Nov. 
T. 1786. 4.Cali's'|lep.'92.;;:^ 

wiiS tb.e '^'^^ question was, whether a verbal gift of slaves to an unmar- 
Ktatiite. i-ied woman, to who^e husband the slaves upon his raarriaire were 

delivered, and in y/hone possession the same yemained until his 

death, four years al)crwards, be within the statute for preventing 

fraudulent gifts of slaves. 

The count of appeals certified their opinion to be, that the 

said gift. Was void, and within the statutes for presenting ft-audulent 

gifts of slaved. 

Byrd v. Ward. June T. 1827. 4 M'Cord's Rep. 228. 
St'tidfrj.? a Trover for a slave. Allen married the daughter of Mr. Bvrd, 

>il!iv(^ home . , . 

with a mar- and whcu about moving her to his own house, Mrs, Byrd told two 
ter!^1ui(f*^ negro women to go home with Mrs. Allen, and assist her; one of 
l>pr'"t'"'rf negro women returned soon after, and the other remained 
main there four years in Allen's fami'y, and was considered by the neighbor- 
is a ^-rj A of hood as the property of Allen. Allen becoming embarrassed, 
Iheluir'' Byitl executed a deed of trust to the plaintif}' of the ne- 
band. groes, for the use of his daughter, Mrs. Allen. The negroes were 

sold by an execution creditor of Allen. Verdict for plaintiff, and 

motion for a new trial. 
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Per (Uir. ./Vo//, J. Pcrmitliiiii; ne^rot'S to v;() home with a 
dant^'hter, on her maniat^c, has always hecu coiis'hIcicmI as primd' 
ftirie evidence of an uncon(iilional |i,il't ; and tl\e only (juestion now 
i\)v our conf,i<leration is, whcllier this ease is an exception to the 
gon(;ra.l rnh?. One of the shives renraiiied lour years in Aileii's 
family. Huch a (ent^lh ol" possession \voul<l give a statutory vi;Aht, 
and wonld h<t conehisiv(i cvideiice of th<'' intention ot^ t}ie parent. 
And after that })eriod the father of Mrs. Allen could not, hy a 
voluntary settlement, defeat the rights of creditors. The infet- 
cticc from the facts is, that the propci ly must be couKidercd as 
beloni>;ini^ to Allen, and subject to the payment of his debts. I 
am of opinion, that the verdict in this case is contrary both to law 
and evidence, and that a new trial ought to be granted. 

5. 

ClV!:\^> V. LocKART. Juiic T. 1827. 4 M'Conrs ivep. 251 

Trover for a slave. The plaintiff proved the defendant sent his And ii 

/• 1 1 ( -111 ininiiUoriiil 

slave to plaintiLtf 's house about a year alter he had married the de- \vhoilK;r 
fendaiit's daughter, where the slave remained nntii the death of the j!,','|./''''|vJi}, 
dauj^hter, vvhen the defendant took the slave away. 

The court charged the jury that the rule of law was, that where aficrwiu-ds 
a parent suffered property to go with a child upon marriage, a 
gift was implied ; but it did not extend to this case. Here the 
property went into the possession of ihc son-in-law a year after 
marriage. Verdict for defendant, and the plaintiff appealed. The 
courts Cokoeky J., held, that tlie charge of the court was wrong.. 
and a new trial must be granted, 

G. 

iNlAMAX V. James. Sjn'Iug T. 1810. 2 Bibb's ,Ilcp. ;32. 

Held by the court, Clark, J., that a gift of a slave, accompanied ;^ ^^^^ 
hy possession, is valid, and cannot be invalidated by a subsequent 
devise of the donor. A gift of a slave, accom])pnied with actual 
{jossession, vests in the donee an absolute propeny, unless it be 
done v.'ith an intention to defraud. 
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(JG.) By the statute op limitations.* 

1. 

HAiiDESoN V. Hai'S. Mai'ch T. 1833. 4 Yergcr's Rep. 507. 

AlihouKli, '^^'3 action of (Ictjnue, brought by Samuel Hays against 

by the sui- plaintift" in error, Harileson, to recover two slaves, Rachel and 

tnUi ol ... 

Noitli Cti- her child, which Hays claimed as his property. It appeared from 
gi'ir'^'or the evidence, that the plaintiff below was the original owner of 
£ hy^lmf ^^^^ slaves J that William Hays, under whom the defendant below, 
or writing, Hardeson, claimed, married the daughter of the plaintilK Samuel 
iHabsohitc- Hays, m North Carohna, m 1811 ; that between that year and 
yetl^wiiere Several slaves had been sent by Samuel Hays to William 

thegiiiwiis ^^ays, which were returned ; that in January, 1818, the ffirl Ra- 

hy piirol, . ./ ' ' o 

and the do- chcl was Sent in exchange for one previously sent ; that from 1818, 
possession, ""^il William Hays moved to Tennessee, in 1826, Rachel remain- 
the proper- possession, except a few weeks, now and then, when she 

ty as his was at Samuel Hays' ; that William Hays claimed her as his own, 
tl^of and exercised acts of ownership over her ; that when he removed 
San"3Iree *° Tennessee he carried Rachel with him ; that she continued in 
y^^'-'l' jt, his possession until he sold her to Hardeson, which was nearlv five 

was held, r tt j Tit- 

that the ti- years ; but Hardeson did not have ner in possession three years 
theJIby before this suit was brought against him. . Hardeson gave William 
Wmty'llje ^^^^'^ ^^^^^ hundred and thirty dollars for Rachel, her child not 
act of linii- then being born. The laws of North Carolina, which were read 
come-' evidence, required that the gift should be in writing, or it was abso- 
vestSn a ^^^^ intents. The jury, under the charge of the court, 

purchaser returned a verdict for the plaintiff. Such parts of the charge as 
from hnn. x j j . • / . & 

the court deemed material or necessary to notice, are contained in 

the opinion delivered by Judge Green. 



*The statutes of limitations, in reference to this species of property, are various in 
the different states where such property exists. In some of tlie states the limitation 
is three years, in others it is live. But in ai! of them the general principles applicable 
to the possession of chattels, prevail. An adverse possession under the statute for the 
time litiiited, gives the possessor a valid title, which he may avail himself of, in an 
action against him to recover the possession by a plea; or, if disposessed, may recover the 
slave on the strength of the title gained by force of the statute. And where the 
possession is not adverse, and consequently the statute does not apply, a possession of 
twenty years as loanee or mortgagee will give a title. The court will consider the 
absolute right lo the property is in the possessor, by force of the lengtli of possession. 
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Per Cur. Green, J. The Court In this case charged the jury, 
in substance, that if the slave, for the recovery of whom this suit 
was brought, was given to William Hays, of whom defendant pur- 
chased her, in North Carolina, by the plaintilF, yet the gift not be- 
ing by deed, proved and registered as required by the laws of that 
state, it woukl not pass the title, and that the possession of Wil- 
liam Hays would be the possession of the plaintitf; so that the sta- 
tute of limitations could not operate against the plaintilV ; and that 
if William Hays brought the negro to Tennessee, and had her in 
j)ossession in Tennessee more than five years, and (hen sold her 
to the defendant, that neither the statute of frauds nor the statute 
of limitations could operate to confer a title, or bar the plaintifl''s 
recover)!, unless the defendant had the negro in possession more 
than three years after his purchase from William Hays. In this 
charge the circuit court clearly mistook the law. Although the 
act of North Carolina of 1806, ch. 701. sec. 1., requires that a 
gift of slaves should be by deed proved and registered, yet, when 
the parol gift of the slave was made, William Hays held for him- 
self, and not for the plaintiff, who had made the gift. No trust 
was created between the parties, as would have been the case 
had the slave been loaned ; but the possession was, in low and in 
fact, exclusively for himself, and adverse to ail the world. Haw 
ing thus an adverse "possession in North Carolina aad Tennessee, 
for ten years, the plaintiff is barred by the statute of limitations. 
In Kegler v. Mills, 2 Martin ,& Yerger's Rep. 426., this court de- 
cided, that an adverse possession, so long as to bar the plaintiff's 
action against the possession, vested in him an absolute right to the 
property. The length of his possession, it being adverse, vested 
in William Hays an absolute right to the property, which was 
transferred by his deed to the defendant. The court therefore 
erred in telling the jury that William Hays had not such an adverse 
possession, in favor of which the statute of limitations could ope- 
rate ; and also, in telling them the defendant could not rely 
upon the previous possession of William Hays, and that to be pro- 
tected, he must appear to have been three years in possession of 
the slave himself. Judgment reversed. 
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PAn rcE V. BADfJET et al. iMarcli T. .I8'>;"). 4 Verger's Teuii. 

L'(^j). .17-1. 

Yi„.,.,, In lliis case tlic ancestor ol' dercndauts in error was originally 

years' ad- owHcr oC the shwus in controversy. Tiie pla',ni.iiT claimed 
Hcssiouorii ihem hy ySii't iVoin lii.'^ iaiher, and lu'ld advci'se j)OSHe.S".ion ol tbeni 
ihirnjriirof tVoni llic ye.-r 18:21 nnl,i! tlie year iS'.l7, when th.e (hd'endants in 
lirth'-%^- i'^^^>^''^ '-'^^'i'^ ii'^'-^ possession. Tins suit was then hrouglit 

8H.'<sor. against, them, and the jury, luuh-r the ehary'c oftiic court, lound a 
verdict in lavoi ol' the ikitendards in error, ijpoii which judgment 
Avas rendered. The court was requested to chaij.^e the jury, that 
it' the shues in (inestion u'cre more thau tlu-ec years in the adverse 
possession of tlie plaintitV, tlie delciulaids were harred hy the act of 
limitations, and could not recover tliem hy law ; and having regained 
the possession, could not hold iheni against the plaintitr. The 
court refused so to charge ; hat stated to the jury-, tiiat the act of 
iimitations only barred the remedy, and not tlie light, and though 
tlic defendant could not recover hy suit, yet, if their title was good 
before it v/as barreil, they iiad a i iglit of reception at any tirne af- 
terwards ; and having got the slaves in tlieir possession after their 
action was barred, tliey thereby resoi ted to tlieir first right, and 
tlie plainliirhi such case could not be aided by the statute. 

Per Car. Peck, J. Tiic question presented by this record 
arises upon the charge of the court. The circuit was of opinion, 
that the plaintilf could ac((uire no light of property in tlie slaves 
by virtue of an adverse possession, sufficient in point of time to form 
a bar under the act of limitations ; that the I'emedy of the party 
who had the title was only barred, and not his right of pro})erty, 
and consequently the right (d" reception existed. In personal actions 
to enforce e.xecutcry contracts^ tlie statute of limitatiou only ope- 
rates a bar upon the remedy ; lieucc a distinct and unequivocal 
acknowledgment will revive the debt. But in relation to Uie'title 
to personal j)roperty, t!ie rule is, ami l^iom necessity must be, dif- 
ferent, III such case, the uninterrupted adverse enjoyment for the 
period prcscrihed hy the statutes vests tl)e right of pro])erty in the 
possessor, unless pi'evented by some of the exceptions in the sta- 
tute. Without detailing the dnngerous consequences to society, 
the violence, the pi'ostration of all good order, which would result 
from the adoption of a conti'ai'y doctrine, it is suineient for us to 
say, that the question has been settled in this state, in the case of 
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RI,^lcr V. iMilcs, >[artin ^V. Vergers Kej). The (lecision in thnt 
case is ani|)ly sustained by llu' auihorities reieriiMl to. \\c are ol" 
()[Miiioii t!»a(. the circuit court erreil in its charge to the jury upon 
this point, lor which error the juiigineut nnist he reversed, and the 
cause remanded. 



3. 



SiiELBV et al. V. Ckkv. Feb. T.. 1.S2(). .11 AVheat. Kep. a(il.; 
fS. P. BiMiixT V. CiiAP.M.w, oCraurlx's Rep. 358. ; Ari>i) v. 
NoKWoon, 5 C ranch's llep. 3(xl. ; (Jakth's Kx'iis v. Ijarks- 
DALE, 5 Muni'. Kep, 101. ; Caktek et al v. Carti.:i{, et 
al, o Munf. Jlep. 108. 

Detinue lb)- slaves, PU:a nou detinet. .Tudi:;nicnt for {daliititr. Fi\'' y.-n-.V 
Per Cur. Johnsoth J. In ll)e case of Newljv v. l^hd<clv, 3 Hen. of' t;\rv.''^' 

& Mmii 57., a case strikiiiii^lY rescndding this in its circumstances, ji'',''th''''itr 

it was adiudpiCd that a plaintiir, in Virijrinia, may vecorer in detinue, Viifrini;,. 

iipoji hve years peaceable possession ot a slave ae(j[uu-ed without the poss..^;. 

force or fraud. And four months after that decision, and obvious- rov'-r m'' 

jy without being- apprise<l of it, this court, in the case of Brent, v. 

( b.apman, 5 Craiich's Rep. 358., maintained the same doctrine ; 

and such a possession constitutes a good title in Tennessee. 

'i. 

Smart v. Batjgh. S])ring T. 1830. 3 J. J. IMarshalVs 

Rep. 3G3. 

Smart sued Buugh, in detinue, for a slave named Catharine. And tin; 

r< ± 1 • 11 1 • • 1 ^ 1 • ■ ' 1 p T^-Mi- same nrin- 

bmartciamied the slave ni right ot ins wite, a daughter oi >Viliiam ciple lias 
and Eleanor .Johnson, by a parol gift by her grandfather, Peter |!||7,',''K,fn" 
Dopp, to her, of a female slave rianjed Nancy, the mother of Catli- tuoky. 
arine, in the year 1790. liaugh claimed under the will of Mrs. 
Johnson, lier graiulmother, and the mother of Smart's wife. The 
slave INancy went into the possession of Johnson arid wife. Wil- 
liam Johnson died in 1819, and Mrs. Johnson, his wife, died in 
1826. Johnson devised jiroperty to Smart's wi.fe and other rela- 
tives, and Mrs. Johnson devised property to them also, and Catha- 
rine, a child of Nancy, to the defendant, her grand daughter, and 
the devis(?es took under each of the wills. 

The court (diarged the jury, that tlie ])lainti{T could not claim 
under, and also against the wills ; and that if he had accepted, and 
held property under one or both of them, and to which he had no 
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other valid right than that he so derived, they should find for the 
defendant. 

2d. That if those from whom the defendant derived her claim 
had heen in possession of Catharine more than five years before 
the institution of this suit, holding her adv'.^rsely to the claim of 
the plaintitT, his rii^ht was barred, and he could not recover. 

Per Cur. Robinson^ Ch. J. As a general rule of law, it is 
well settled, that a person who claims the property under a will, 
cannot recover on a claim adverse to the will, other property which 
it devised to another person. Therefore, if A. devises to B. pro- 
perty which belongs to C, and also devises other property to C, 
C. must elect to yield his right to property devised to B., or|he 
cannot hold that which is devised to himself. Groves v. Kenon 
and Wife, 6 Monroe's Rep. 635. 

As to the second point in the charge, five years' uninterrupted 
adverse possession of a slave, not only bars the remedy of the real 
owner, but vests an absolute legal right in the possessor ; and 
proof of such possession may show that the claimant has no right 
to the slave, and cannot recover. And five years adverse posses- 
sion of a slave may vest such a title as will enable the possessor 
to maintain action for the slave ; the same right, so acquired, 
may be proved by him under the general issue, in a suit brought 
against him for the slave, by the person against whom he had held 
adversely. Judgment aifirmed. 



5. 



Garth's Ex'rs v. Barksdale. 5 Munf. Rep. 101. 

v^he?e the ^^^^^ ^^^^ court, that five years' peaceable and uninterupted 
slaves are possession of slaves, under a loan, not evidenced by deed duly 
loaned. recorded, vests a title in the loanee, which enures in favor of his 
creditors, and cannot be devested, as to them, by returning the 
same to the lender, after the five years have elapsed. And in Gay 
V. Mosely, 2 Munf. Rep. 543., the court held, that a slave lent 
. either before or after the act to prevent frauds and perjuries, and 
having remained, since the commencement of that act, more than 
five years in the loanee's possession, without any demand having 
been made on the part of the lender, must be considered the abso- 
lute property of the person so remaining in possession, as to credi- 
tors of, and purchasers under him. 
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G. 

FiTziiuGii V. Anderson et al., 2 Hon. & Munf. 289. 308.; 
BoATiuaniT V. Meggs, 4 Munf. Rep. 145. 

Held by the court, that where ihc fritlier> antci'ior to the statute And tho 
of frauds, delivered certain slaves to his son, which were proved by Ui?"^crl!(ii- 
verbal evidence, without any deed in Avriting, to have been lent for J"JJ,"„ ^ili 
an indefinite period; and the son having- obtained the uninterrupted protect 
possession for many years, used the property as his own, and 
acquired credit on the strength of the possession, in a controversy 
between the father, or volunteer claimants under him, and credi- 
tors of, or fair purchasers from the son, the father shall be deemed 
to have given him the slaves; and on general principles of law and 
equity, independently of any statutory provision, the title of such 
creditors and purchasers will be protected. The circumstance 
that the father afterwards, by his last will and testament, bequeathed 
the slaves to his son for life, remainder to his children, makes no 
difference in the case. See the case of Fitzhugh's Adm'x, v. Beale, 
4 Munf. Rep. 186. 

7. 

Newsy's adm'bv. Blake y, Oct. T. 1808. 3 Hen. & Munf. J>. j 
Brent v. Chapman, 5 C ranch's Rep, 358. ; Travis v. 
Claiborne. 5 Munf. Rep. 435. 

The court. Tucker, Roane^ and Fleming, Js., held, that where a Five years' 
plaintiff in detinue, who, after having had five years peaceable pos- poSSi 
session of a slave, acquired without force or fraud, loses that pos- f/J 
session, may regain it on the mere ground of his previous posses- s'aye, and 
sion; on the same principle that a defendant may protect himself lost, maybe 
on that length of possession under the act of limitation. Duval v. »"egained. 
Bibb, 3 Call's Rep. .362. 

8. , 

Cook v. Wilson's adm'rs. Fall T. 1821. 6 Little's Rep. 437. 
S. P. Stanley v. Earl, 5 Little's Rep. 281. Thompson v. 
Caldwell, 3 Little's Rep. 136. 

Per Cur. It has been held by high authority, that the adverse Even 
possession of a slave for five years would, under the statute of fyf^er 
limitations, not only be a bar to an action of the former owner to owner, 
recover the slave, but that it would give the possessor a title upon 
which he mayS maintain an action against the former owner, 
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3 Hen. & Munf. 37. ; 5 Crnncli's Rep. 358. ; and the same tloctrlne 
has been recognised in Thompson v. Caldwell, 3 Little's Rep. 13G. 
And it appears by the case of Stanley v. Earl, 5 Little's Rep. 28L, 
that the statute of Kentucky runs in the case of u person out of 
the state in possession of slaves. 

9. 

MiDDLETON V. Careol. Junc T. 1830. 4 J. J. Marshall's 

Ilep. 143. 

And the Heltl by the court, BncJmer, J., that five years adverse posses- 
'up- of slaves by the vendee, and those claiming- under him, under 

phea to a an unrecorded conditional sale to vendee, bars recovery of them by 
sal"'.' vendor ; nor will notice to purchaser fi-om vendee of the condition 
in such unrecorded conditional sale, enable vendor to recover the 
slave from such purchaser. See the case of Withers v. Smith, 4 
Bibb's Rep. 172. ; Craig v. Payne, ibid. p. 337. ; Ferguson v. 
White, 1 Marshall's Rep. 6. 

10. 

Cook v. Wilson's adm'r. Fall T. 1821. 6 Little's Rep. 437. ; 
Chapman v. Armistead, 4 Munf. Rep. 382. 

wSan^\eld Detinue for a slave. Verdict for defendant, and motion for a 

peaceable jicw trial, 

ofa slave Pcr Cur. It appears by the bill of exceptions, that the deiend- 
thanS^o'^^ ants attempted to maintain the title of their intestate by proving, 
year.s, after ^^j^j^f during the revolutionary war, he was an officer in the ten 

which he ° . 

lost the months' service in South Carolina ; that an officer in that service 
anf U^^'^wS was entitled to two confiscated slaves ; that the mother of Juda, 
bvSwho slave in controversy, was allotted to him as one of those to 
claimed ti- which he Was entitled ; and there being no express proof that any 
court held Other was allotted to him, it was inferred that Juda, who was then 
lK>sses.siorf ^ suckliug child, was given to him as the other to which he was 
phimHl entitled. On the other hand, it was positively proved that Juda, 
w.'is con- about the close of the revolutionary war, was given to the wife of 
deuce of thc plaintiff, as a compensation for her trouble in taking care of 
property. other confiscated slaves, and that she then obtained possession 
of her, claiming her as her own, and continued to hold her until 
she intermarried with the plaintitT, who has held her as his proper- 
ty ever since, until within less than five years before the com- 
mencement of this suit, when the defendant obtained possession 
of Juda, and her children, born while in the possession of the 
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plnintifl'. Wc tliiuk thcso facts do not wuri-ani lie verdict of tlio 
jury. The posscHsory title of the pluiritilf in conclusive. Suppo- 
sing' the d(!fendant'8inleatutctoljiiveiuul agood title to Juda, hi^fuil- 
ure to assert thattitlefora jH-riod of hot ween 20 and 30 years, durinj^ 
all of which time the phiintill and his wife held possession of Juda, 
claiming her as their own, must excite an irresistihle presumption, 
tliat he had parted with his title, and that tiie right of property was 
ill the possession. The same principle was decided hy Judge 
Cranch, in Mitchell v. Wilson, May T. 1827. Circuit Court U. S., 
Washington, I). C. (MS.) 

11. 

MuNSEL, Adm'ii of Sneed, v. Bautlett, April T. 1831. 
6 J. J. Marsiiall's Rep. 20. 

Thomas Sneed died intestate, and administration was granted to Twenty 
Sarah Sneed, his widow, and to AchillcsSnecd, her brother, in 1803. y'""'"' i'""" 
In 1805 Achilles Sneed purchased from the heirs and distributees disfriiMitfo 
their interest in the negroes belonging to the estate of the intestate, Jtscifb'o" 
by writing. The widow and administratrix still retained possession ''an*** 
of the slaves, and in 1808 married Bartlett, and died in 1825. "^s«'»ti'y 
Achnles Sneed died a few months after, and Munsell administered istrutor. 
on his estate, and brought this action against Bartlett, who kept 
possession of the slaves after the death of his wife. A verdict of 
nonsuit was entered, and Munsell appealed. 

Per Cur. Buckner, J. The nonsuit was entered on the ground 
that the administratrix had not consented that Achilles Sneed 
should take the slaves. 

It has been contended in argument, that the assent of the 
administrator must be presumed after the lapse of 20 years from 
the time that betters of administration were granted ; that a jury 
may at all events rationally draw such an inference from the lapse 
of such time only, because it would bar all personal actions, and by 
its own force pay all debts. This position has not been supported 
by the citation of any authority ; nor can the argument be sustained 
on principles of reason, however plausible it may be. The lapse 
of 20 years from the grant of administration is not sulFicient of itself 
to raise a presumption that the administrator has conscnled that the 
distributees may take the slaves which belong to the intestate's es- 
tate ; nor can a jury, from the lapse of 20 years from the grant of 
administration, rationally infer that the administrator has consented 
11 
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that the distributees should take the slaves which belong to the es- 
tate of the intestate. Ch. J. Robertson dissented. Judgment 
affirmed. 

12. 

Orr et al. V. Pickett et al. January T. 1830. 3 J. J. 

Marshall's Rep. 268. 

Five years* Per Cur. Undcrwoody J. Under the statute of limitations five 
SriT'siave years' continued adverse possession vests in the holder a complete 
gives title, tj^ig iQ ^ ^i^y^ against all the world ; those laboring under some 
disability providi^d for in the statute, excepted. 

13. 

Orr et al. v. Pickett et al. January T. 1830. 3 J. J. 

Marshall's Rep. 268. 

Biitthesta- Per Cur. Underwood, 3. So long as Orr held possession of 
not ajply slaves according to Pickett's title, the possession would be ad- 
where the yerse to Pickett : and if the slaves were not delivered to him on 

possession • • j 

IS not ad- demand, he might maintain detinue, or any appropriate action, and 
recover, although Orr's possession may have continued more than 
five years. The possession must be adverse, or the statute is no 
protection. Mims v. Mims, ibid. lOG. 

14. 

UiMs V. MiMS. Fall T. 1829. 3 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 103. 

Per Cur. Underwood, 3. Possession must be adverse, or the 
statute is no protection to the possessor ; as where he holds slaves 
as pawnee, or pledgee, or bailee. In such cases there is no limita- 
tion, but chancery may presume that the equity of redemption has 
been relinquished. 

15. 

Elmore v. Mills. Sept. T. 1796. Haywood's Rep. 360. ; 
Berry v. Pulliari, ibid. 16. 

When the ^^^^ ^^'^ limitations began to run from the time 

stittiii.' Ik'- ^i^q negro(?s came into the possession of the delendant, unless he 
^'"^ was entrusted with them by the plaintiff' for an indcllnite period 
of time ; for then the cct will not begin to run till demand 
made, or unless the plaintiff can show that the defendant re- 



OF TITLE TO SLAVES. 



83 



moved himself to such places where the plaintiff could not find 
him to institute his suit, or that the defendant had the negroes with- 
out the knowledge of the plaintiff. 

16. 

Davis v. Mitchell. Dec. T. 1833. 5 Yerger's Tenn. Rep. 281. 

This suit was brought to recover a slave. The plaintiff proved An infant 
that the slave had been given to hitn whilst an infant ; that at the "'{"^j.rse'*^ 
time of makini? the dft, possession of the slave was i?iven to his po^ses^ion 

° " ' ^ ^ of <i slave, 

guardian, and that he had remained with his guardian forthree years, sillier by 
and more, before he came to the possession of the defendant. puaSiun!''^ 

The court charged the jury, that possession of a slave for three 
years by an infant claiming the slave as his own, would coinmuni- fov throe 
cate no title to the infant, as the infant could not hold adversely un- vl .suhe ti- 
lil he arrived at the age of twenty-one years. lilivrt'intlle 

The jury found a verdict for the defendant, and a motion for a i^f^"" 
new trial having been made and overruled, the plaintiff prosecutes 
this writ of error to this court. 

Per Cur. Green, J. The court further charged, that " a pos- 
session of three years by an infant would not be an adverse 
possession, nor until the child arrived at twenty-one could be ad- 
verse." In this, also, there is error. The possession of an infant, 
either by himself or his guardian, may as well be adverse as to all 
other titles, as though he were an adult. Infancy protect a par- 
ty from the consequences of many of his acts; but no one else can 
take advantage of that infancy. Judgment reversed. 

17. 

Kkglee v. Miles. Jan. T. 1825. Martin & Yerger's Tennes- 
see Rep. 426. 

Per Cur. Catron^ J. In this cause, the facts are substantially The ed- 
these : Hartwell Miles, in 1815, was very dissipated, and had p^''^^,';^; 
wasted most of his property, and was tending towards insolvency, jiave so^^ 
Wm. Boyd paid his debts, and took his plantation in payment, bar anv ac- 
Some negroes were left ; of one of them, now in controversy, he *!""|/ 1", 
made a bill of sale to his daughter Nancy, then about H years 
old. No consideration was given, and it was made avowedly in po-M.^Hon. 
anticipation of il'ture insolvency. In 1816, or 1817, Nancy mar- hiV„"a..i rJw 
ried David Kegler, the plaintiff; the slave was taken into Kcgicr's 
possession, by virtue of the bill of sale, and continued so until 1822, ty. 
when Nanc3', the wife, died, leaving two children. Kegler then 
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resided in Mississippi. Kcgler, soon after the death of his wife, re- 
turned to the house of his father-in-law, Hartwell Miles, in David- 
son county, Tennessee, with the negro girl and his two children. 
He made a deed of gift of the girl to the children, which was duly 
acknowledged, and registered in Davidson county. The hill of 
sale made hy Hartwell Miles to his daughter, in 181 G, was not 
registered until 1825, after the suit was brought. Soon after 
making the deed of gift, Kcgler left Tenneiv^ee, leaving the negro 
girl and his children with Hartwell Miles. In 1823, Ilartwell 
Miles took the negro to Rutherford county, and sold her to Peter 
N. Smith, and made a bill of sale for her, which was duly proven 
and recorded. Smith paid a full price, and believed he was acquir- 
ing a good title. He loaned the slave to his brother-in-law, 
Thomas Miles, ^vho was sued in this action of Kegler's children. 
The jury fourid for the plaintiffs, upon the complicated matters of 
law and of fact arising under the statute of frauds and registry 
acts-. The court charged the jury. A new trial was moved for, 
and refused ; and the whole evidence set out. That Nancy Miles, be- 
foHJ her intermarrioge with Kegler, acquired no valid title, as against 
a purchaser from Hartwell Miles, is a perplexed question of law 
and fact ; that Kegler acquired any title in consideration of the 
rntin-iage, depends upon facts, doubtful in their character. There 
i'f ji be little doubt he claimed title by virtue of the bill of sale to 
his mk'. only. But one simple and uiidisputed fact exists in the 
(•ause, to wit: that Kegier took possession of the slave as his own, 
and held her as such adversely to all otheivs, for more than three 
years hcU.n o m conveyed to his children. That the art of limita- 
tions gave liiin a good title to defend himself, and barred iiie 
remedy of all otiiGrs, fc certain ; but did it vest in Kegler an abso- 
hit-e title, vvliich he could assert as plaint i if ? is the question. It is 
eontended, that the remedy of ^lart^vell Miles was barred, but the 
right renr.iined ; consequently, if he got possession of the slave by^ 
recaption, the right and possession were again united ; of which he, 
or those claiujing under him, could not be deprived by Kegler, to 
whom the statute gave the power of resistance, as a defendant, 
vesting no right that could be asserted as plaintiff; that the statute 
alone operated upon the remedy, without touching the right. 
Such are the reasonings upon the statute, when applied to debtor 
and creditor in the English and American courts. That a claim 
barred by time is a good consideration for a new promise, is set- 
tled beyond controversy. Clementson v. Williams, 8 Cranch's 
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Rep. 72. 74.; 3 Munf. Rep. 181. 197.; Bell v. Rolandson, Ilar> 
din's Rep. 301. Does the same rule apply to the slave property 
of the slave holding states 1 In the application of the statute to 
this description of property, the American courts, of necessity, 
must fix rules of their own ; it is peculiar in its character ; and 
English jurisprudence furnishes no precedents that can materially 
aid us. The slave passes by deed, and is not regularly assets in 
the hands of the administrator. All the other goods must hrst be 
exhausted, and then the county court will order the sale of the 
slaves. Our laws, and those of Virginia, equally in force in Ken- 
tucky in these respects, are the same in substance. Were the doc- 
trines cont'^ndcd for by the counsel for the plaintiff in error the true 
ones, this consequence would follow : A. gets possession of B's. 
female slave, say in Virginia, brings her here, Sells her to an inno- 
cent purchaser, who keeps her ten or twenty years; she then has 
increase ; the right of the mother is in the Virginia claimant; the 
increase follow, of course, the original right : before the child is 
three years old, the origuial claimant sues for, and recovers it. Did 
the woman have ten children, all would be recovered in the same 
mani;*^r. The use of the mother would be in one mark; the right 
unbarred, to the increase in another. The next consequence is, 
A. that holds a slave three years, and the remedy is barred as to 
him; but the statute communicates no right ; he then sells to B,, 
who cannot avail hijnsclf of the bar formed by the statute in favor 
of the first possessor, and th.c latter can be sued at any time within 
three years after his possession is acquired. Such is the doctrine 
declared by Judge Haywood, in Blanton v. Caulson, 3 Hayw, Rep. 
1 55-C. it is also declared, that no property is acquired by three 
years' possession ; the remedy by action is barred, but the right of 
recaption exists. No such question was involved in that cause ; 
and the suggestions made by Judge Haywood were used as hm ar- 
gument to prove, that a want of knowledge in the plaintitV v» Ik i c 
his property was, until within three years before action brought, 
would be a good replication to the statute of limitations. The 
cause was again brought before the su})reme court, at Sparta, in 
182.5, and was adjudged for the defendant, because the l eplicaiion, 
that the plaintiff did not know where his property was, &c., was 
holden bad, and the suggestions, reported in 3 Haywood, were 
overruled. 

This decision was in accordance with that of M'Ginnis v. Jack 
and Cocke, made at Knoxville, 1825. Nothing could be imagined 
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much more dangerous to the repose of society, than the recogni- 
tion of the principle, that although the remedy was barred, the 
right of recaption existed, in cases of dormant claims to slaves. 
That this mode of asserting the claim would result in personal 
violence of the most dangerous character is certain. No authority 
is found giving sanction to such an idea. The better opinion is, 
that when the right exists unbanedf and the true owner, by violence, 
or by a tortious and unlawful act, obtains possession of the slave, 
he shall not be permitted to set up his better title, when sued by 
him who was tortiously deprived of the possession. To do bo 
would be to permit the defendant to take advantage of his own 
wrong. 3 Hen. & Munf. 61. ; 2 Tenn. Rep. 98. ; I Hayw. Rep. 
13. ; Act of 1779, ch. 11,; Act of 1799, ch. 28. Blavea having 
mindy the rule laid down in 3 Black. Com. 4. must be most cautious- 
ly applied. He who holds possession of land peaceably for seven 
years, by virtue of a grant, or deed, acquires a right of soil, and if 
turned out of possession may regain it by the action of ejectment. 
Does the same rule hold in reference to slaves, when the remedy 
of the owner is barred by three years* adverse possession 1 So 
we hold ; and that three years' possession of the slave in question, 
acquired without fraud or forccy gave to David Kegler a legal title to 
her, and that the plaintiff ought to recover in this action. We feel 
it our duty, as also our inclination, to follow the decisions of sister 
states where slavery exists. Such has been the course ol' decision 
in Virginia. Newby v. Blakey, 3 Hen. & Munf. 56. 66. In the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Brent v. Chapman. 5 Cranch's 
Rep. 358., followed in Guy v. S-helby, 11 W^heat, 571., and of 
Kentucky, in Thompson v. Caldwell, 3 Little's Rep. 136. The 
judgment of the circuit court must, therefore, be affirmed. 
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(F.) By possession* within the statute oip frauds, and 

FRAUDULENT CONVEYAJ^OES. 
1. 

Orr et al. V. Pickett. Oct. T. 1830. 3 J. J. Marshall's 

Rep. 268. 

Per Cur. Underwood. J. Under the statute of frauds five Under ths 

' Htutute of 

years' continued possession of a slave, holding the slave upon a frauds, 
loan, or under the title of another, who claims a reservation, or 
limitation of au use, or property in ihe slave, is rendered fraudu- 
lent, as to creditors and purchasers, and the absolute property 
declared to be with the possession, unless the loan, reservation, or 
limitation of use, or property, were declared by will, or deed in 



* There h an extended and au enlighlened review of the aulhorities in Kent's 
Com. vol. 2. p. 512., upon the subject, how fur the sale of goods is afte'^tcd by i\aud, 
by the possession not accompanying the sale or transfer. After a review of the 
English cases, he observes, that the Supreme court of the United States, in Hamilton 
V. Russel, 1 Cranch's Rep. 309., have adopted the rule laid down in Edwards v. Harben, 
3 T. Rep. 618., that if the vendee took an absolute bill of sale, to take effect immediately* 
by the force of it, and the goods remain in the possession of the vendor for a Umited 
time, such absohite conveyance without the possession was such a circumstance as, 
per se, made the transaction fraudulent in law. Which decision is now obligatory in 
the United States courts. The same principle has been adopted in A'^irginia. Alex- 
ander V. Deneale, 2 Mimf. Rep. 341. But the principle seems to be modified by 
Loud V. Jeffries, 5 Rand. Rep. 211., and Clayton v. Anthony, 6 Rand. Rep. 285., and 
the cases in the text. The same principle has been adopted in South Carolina. 
Kennedy v. Ross, 2 Const. Rep. 125. ; Hudnal v. Wilder, 4 M'Cord's Rep, 294. 
But recent cases in that state seem to have adopted the doctrine, that the want of pos- 
ses'^inh accompanying an absolute and unconditional sale, is only prima facie evidence 
of fraud. Smith v. Henry, 2 Bailey's Rep. 118. In Kentucky and Tennessee, the 
case of Edwards v. Harben, is respected and followed. It would seem, however, that 
in Kentucky the principle is modified by the case of Wash v. Medley, 1 Dana's Rep. 
269. The rule prevails in its full force in Pennsylvania, except in the case of house- 
hold goods. Dawes v. Cope, 4 Einney's Rep. 258.; Babb v. Clemson, 10 Serg. «Sc 
Rawle, 419.; Clow v. Woods, 5 S. & R. 275.; Welsh v. Hayden, 1 Psnn. Rep. 57. 
And the same rule prevails in New Jersey. Chumar v. Wood, 1 Halst. Rep. 155. ; 
but is qualified by Sterling v. Vanciev(^, 7 Halst. Rep. 285. So, aho, in Conecticut. 
Patton v. Smith, 5 Conn. Rep. 1.96.; Smith v. Thompson, 9 Conn. Rep. 63. So 
also, in Vermont, the court held, that in 8al«s of personal property, if th^. seiier re- 
mained in possession after the sale, it is fraudulent and void as to creditors. Board- 
man V. Keeler, 1 Aiken's Rep. 1.58.; Fletcher v. Howard, 2 Aiken's Rep. 115.; 
Beattie v. Robin, 2 Vermont Rep. 181. ; Judd et al. v. Langdon, 5 Vermont Rep. 
231. ; Fahnsworth v. Shepard, 6 Vermont Rep. 521. 

In North Carolina the rule is relaxed ; tl:ie want of possession in the vendee is onlypnmo 
facie evidence of fraud, and maybe explained. Gregory v. Perkins, 4 Dev. N. C. Rep, 
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writing, proved and recorded.* And in Meaux v. Ci\j(4well, Fall 
T. 1810., 2 Bibb's Rep. 244.; S. P. Gillespie v. feilespie,' 2 . 
Bibb's Rep. 8. 

Held by the court, C7ar/c, J., that a loan of slaves is m^m the 
statute of frauds, and must be evidenced by will or deed, recorded, 
to be good against creditors and purchasers. Five years' posses- 
sion gives an absolute right to the loanee, so far as it relates to 
creditors and purchasers, unless a demand has b'jen made and pur- 
sued, by the course of law, before the expiration of that period. 
As, where a person lending slaves, suffers them to remain 5 years 
with the person to whom the loan is made, during which time the 
possessor contracts debts, and the lender then retakes the slaves, 
they are, nevertheless, liable to satisfy those creditors, the loan not 



50.; Leadniau v. Harris, 3 Dev. Rep. 146.; nnd so, also, the same principle is esta- 
blished in Tennessee, Callen v. Thompson, 3 Yerger's Rep. 475. 502. And lo New 
York, by thecase of Bisselv. Hopkins, 3 Cowen's Rep.JGG, the same principle was re- 
cognized. And in New Hampshire, Haven V. Low, 2 N. Hamp. Rep. 13. Arid in 
Massachusette, Brooks v. Powers, 15 Muss. Rep. 244. ; Bnrtlett v. Williams, 1 Pick. 
Rep, 288. Chancellor Kent, in the review before referred to, regrets that the prin- 
ciple, whether the absence of possession in the vendee or loanee shall be evidenc<i 
of fraud, per sr, or oidy prima facie evidence, and -labjcctto explanation before a jury, 
is so fluctuating and so variously decided in the courts of the states. It is obvious, 
from the general tenor of the review, he is in favor of the nile as recognized in Ed- 
wards v. Harben, and in the United States Court, in Hamilton v. Russel. He calls 
it the conservative principle, and one calculated to prevent frauds. 

* In Hamilton v. Russel,: 1 Cranch's Rep. 309, the court, held, that an absolute, 
unconditional sale of property, where the possession does not accompany and follow 
the deed, is fraudulent, and nnist be so determined by the court. Tolcot v. Wilcox, 9 
Conn. Rep. 134., is to the same effeot. Story, J., in Conrad v. the Atlantic Insu- 
rance Company, 1 Peters' Re]). 386., says, " without undertaking to suggest whether, 
in any case, the want of possession in the thing sold, constitutes, perse, a badge of 
fraud, or is only prima fucie a presumption of fraud, a question upon which a di- 
versity of opinion has been expressed," avoiding the expression of an opinion on 
the point. But in Bissel v. Hopkins, 3 Cowen's Rep. 166., Savnge, Ch. J., held, it 
was only presumptive evidence of fraud, and might be explained, and was a proper 
subject for the jury. And the same principle was recognized and established in Jack- 
son v. Timmerman, 7 Wend. Rep. 436. In this case, Sutlierlmd, J., observed, that 
whether fraudulent or not, was in tliis, as in all otliercases, a question of fact fortliejiiry. 
There being no such thing as fraud in law as distinguished from fraud in fact. What 
was formerly considered as fraud in law, or conclusive evidence of fraud, and to be 
so pronounced by the court, is now prima facie evidence to be submitted to, and 
passed upon, by the jury. The rule may therefore be considered ai settled in New- 
York, contrary to the English cases, and lliat laid down in Hamilton v, Russel. And 
tlie rule is broken in upon in Tennessee, by the case Callen v. Thompson, 3 Yerger's 
Rep. 475. 
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having- been declared by any public act whereby creditors could 
take warning that the slaves were only loaned. 



FiTznuGH ct al. v. Anderson ct al. April T. 1798. 2 Hon, 
& Munf. 289. ; VERnrKii v. Leprete, 4 Louisiana Rep. 
4L ; Thomas v. Thomas, 2 Marshall's Rep. 430. 

Appeal from the following decree of the superior court of chan- Thodoc 
eery, for the Richmond district : " That a father, putting his son Scipally 
in possession of slaves, and suffering him so long to retain them, jj"»iid«dou 
(20 years,) and to convert to his own use their labor and services, sivts 'credit 
that the son thereby obtained a delusive credit, ought to be deemed gw^uo 
to have given the slaves to his son, in a controversy between the [Jjft|"g 
father and volunteer claimants under him, and purchasers, or session, 
creditors of the son, unless his possession had been, by some writ- 
ten act registered in a reasonable time, and in a proper office, 
shown to have been fiduciary, or no more than usufructuary by some 
written publication in solemn form premonishing people with whom 
the son should deal that he was, although the visible, not the real 
owner." The decree was appealed from. 

Per Cur. Tucker, J. The lapse of time between the loan (if 
in fact it were a loan) of the slaves by the father to the son, being 
nearly or quite tvventy years, the period between the sale and the 
death of the father, the limitation is a complete bar in analogy to 
the statute of limitations. Five years peaceable possession of a 
slave will operate as a bar to the recovery by the former owner, 
unless some express bargain or agreement be proved, showing that 
the poss" >sion of the holder is, in fact, in the possession of him who 
claims the property. If no such proof be adduced, the law con- 
strues the property to be in him who hath the unqualified posses- 
sion for such a length of time. 

3. 

Hooper's adm'x v. Hooper. Sept. T. 1801, 1 Overton'.s 

Itep. lo7. ackiiow- 

ledgnieiit 

Held by the court, that if a father represent a negro to be the ?^ ^'"^ , 

_ ^ ' _ ° ^ Joanee that 

property of his son, who is about to marry, and which representation the proper- 
induces to the marriage, and delivers possession of the slave, and to the""^^ 
permits that possession to continue through the son's life, who also |^fi"^not 
claims the negro as his own, it is n gift. The acknowledgment avail, 
12 
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of the son, that the sliirc belongs to the father will not be received 
in opposition to the claim of the widow of the son. 

4. 

Ork et al V. Pickett ct al. January T. 1830. 3 J. J Marshall's 
Rep. 279. ; Kennincuiam v. M'Laughlin, 3 Monroe's 
Rep. 30. 

Tkoruleaa Per Cur. Underwoodj J. Whore there are many persons liv- 
IhalT be ing together, constituting one famiiy, and there are slaves in the 
fn"t>osses- servicc of the family subject to the occasional orders of each mem- 
flion. Ijq^ the possession in law should be considered and regarded 
as in those of the family who have the right to the property. In such 
case, if an infant be the real owner, and have title to a slave, the 
infant should be regarded as in possession, although the father 
controls the slave, and causes it to work as he pleases. So, also, 
if the title be not in the infant, but in another, who is bound to 
hold the title for the use of the infant ; then we are of opinion the 
possession should still be considered with the infant, as cestui que 
me, although the father directs and superintends the labor of the 
slave. If parents and adult children live togi.ther, and slaves wait 
on the family promiscuously, as they may be ordered, and the 
father as the head of the family should superintend and direct the 
most important employment of the slaves, still possesssioii should 
be regarded as being with those of the family who have title. 
Where many persons are in the enjoyment of the use of property, 
be they adults, or infants in part, those who trust upon the faith 
of the property are bound to discriminate, and to ascertain, at their 
peril, who has title among those using the property. When the 
title, whether it be legal or equitable, is found to be in one who, 
with others, seems to be enjoying the use in common, the posses- 
sion in law is fixed with that one having title, and his creditors 
alone can reach the property. 

5. 

MiDDLETON V. Carrol. Junc T. 1830. 4 J. J. Marshall's 

Rep. 143. 

Thenilein Held by the court, Buckner, J., that an unconditional sale of 
Kentucky, gjaves, where possession remains with the vendor, is, per se, fraud- 
ulent against creditors and purchasers, 
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Veiidier v. Leprbtb. May T. 1832. 4 Louisiana Rep. 41. 

Per Cur. Martitif J. A vendee wlio sulFcrs personal property And Loui- 
purchased to remain in possession of tlie vendor, and thus enables 
him to acquire credit, or deceive a subsequent purchaser, cannot 
resist the claim of his vendor's creditor, nor that of a subsequent 
bona fide purchaser. 

7. 

HoBBs V. Bibb. July T. 1827. 1 Stewart^s Alabama Rep. Possession 
54.; S. P. Ayres v. Moore, ibid. 336.; Martin v. White, "^1^,'^^;^^^ 

ibid. 163. -rs 

Hobbs purchased slaves of J. & J. Estells Tor a debt they o wed 
him, and left them in their possession on hire, and while in their nvidonceof 

' ^ ownership 

wliich may 

- - "be rebiU- 

* Fraud vitiates all contrftote. Even a private act of the legislature may be avoided, J^^^'^^^^ 
if it was obtained by deception and fraud. Commonwealth v. Breed, 4 Pick. Rep. (}ei,ce of 
480. Parsons, Ch. J., observed, in Bliss v. Thompson, 4 Masa. Rep. 438., that, it fraud, per 
is generally ti-ue, that a man shall not be required to aver against his own deed. But 
the case of fraud is always excepted, which vitiates every contract. A vendor oS 
goods is bound to disclose a latent defect, if known. Hugh v. Evans, 4 M'Cord's 
Rep. 169. ; yet the .sale and deUvery of goods will pass the title as between the par- 
ties, although ohtsiiied by fraud. Rowley v. Bigelow, 13 Pick, Rep. 307. ; Somers v. 
Brewer, 2 Pick. Rep. 184. And whether there is fraud or not, must depend upon 
the peculiar circumstances of each case. In general, it is not a conchision from a 
single fact, but from all the facts; and is, therefore, a proper subjec't for inquiry by 
a jury in a court of law. Watkin's v. StockeU's Ad'mr, 6 Hur. <fc Johns. Rep. 435. 
455. And there must be a fraudulent design. Young v. Covell, 8 Johns. Rep. 23. 
When matters are alleged to be fraudulent in a court of law, it is for the jury to find 
the facts, and determine their character. Gregg v. Lessee of Sey^e and Wife, 8 Conn_ 
Rep. 244. And it mav be laid down as a general principle, that a conv eyance of 
lands or goods liable to'be set aside for fraud, will bo good in the hands of a bona fide 
purcha.ser of the vendee without notice. Fletcher v. Peck, G Cranch's Rep. 133. ; 
Mowrey v. Walsh, 8 Cowen's Rep. 233 ; Flollingsworlh v xNapier, 3 Caines' Rep. 
182 And it may also be laid down as a general principle, that on the absolute sale 
of goods possession nmst accomjiany th^ deed, and the want of change of possession 
is considered, per sf, such a circumstance as to render the transaction fraudulent and 
void Talcott V. Wilcox, 9 Conn. Rep. 134. ; Patten v. Smith, 4 Conn. Rep. 455 ; 
Burrows v. Stoddard, 3 Conn Rep. 160. ; Chuuiar v. Wood, 1 Halst. Rep. 155. 

The leading case in which this principle has been effected, and ni which the ex- 
ception, to the rule are stated, is in Bis-sell v. Hopkins, 3 Cowen's Rep. 166. It was 
■ held in that case, that posse,ssion of goods remaining in the hands of the vendor after 
sale is but pn'H'^/i'cie evidence of fraud as to creditors, and may be explained. B.^^. 
sell V Hopkins, 3 Cowen's Rep. 166. Numerous ca-ses are cited in the note to the 
..-.se. to show, that the English rule isincumbered withso many exceptions as to be no on- 
ger of i,se in any practical application to the subject of frauds. Where the sak, ia 
absolute, however, there can be but litUe doubt that tlie interest of society would tie 
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possession they were seized under an execution against lilstellis, by 
a judgement creditor, the defendant, whose judgment was entered 
about the time of the sale to Hohbs. 

The court charged the jury, that although no fi'aud may liave 
been intended by the parties, and although a fair piicc may have 
been actually paid by Hobbs, and althoujirh the contract of hire 
from Hobbs to Estells might be al&o bona fule^ for a fair price, and 
without intentional fraud, yet that the possession of the property 
remaining with Estells was fraud of itself, as to creditors, and ren- 
dered the title of Hobbs inoperative. Hobbs excepted. 

Per Cur, Lipscomb, Ch. J. After referring to Shepard's 
Touchstone, 66., Tvvyne's case, 3 Cooke's Rep. 87., Edwards v. 
Harbeii, 3 T. Rep. 587., Kid v. Rawlinson, 2 Bos. & Pul. 59., 
Lady Arundel v. Phips ct al., 10 Vesey*s Rep. 145., Stewart v. 
Lomb, 1 Broad. &, Bing. 500., Watkins v. Burch, 4 Taunt. Rep. 
823., Flamilton v. Russol, I Cranch's Rep. 399., Ludlow v. Hurd, 
19 Johns. Jiep. 221., and Bissel v. Hopkins, 3 Cowen's Rep, 166., 
decided, that personal property remaining with the vendor is pre- 
sumptive evidence of ownership in liim; but this presumption may 
be rebutted by proof: possession remaiiiing with the vendor is 
ruled to be only prima /ocie evidence of fraud. And in Echols v. 
Derrick, 2 Stewart's Rep. 144., the court held, that where A. pur- 
chased at sheriff's sale, without notice, a slave which had been 
previously conveyed by deed in trust, but the deed not recorded in 
the manner required by the statute of frauds, and after the sher- 
iff's sale, arid before the expiration of twelve months from the date 
of the deed, the trustees sold the property, and executed the trust, 
the statute dispensing with the registry within twelve months, the 
adverse possession of A. under his purchase at the sheriff's sale, 
made no difference, and did not prevent the trustees from execut- 
ing his truvst. And see Astor v. Wills, 4 Wheat. Rep. 466. 



best promoted to hold it evidence of frawd, where the property was not changed. 
But in qualified sales, mortgages, loans, &c. of property, rrs^eems to be necessary in 
those complicated arrangements of which property is susceptible among families, 
that they should be open to explanation, and that the mere want of change of posses- 
sion should not, per se, be evidence of fraud. And that is probably the true distinc- 
tion which might be drawn from the cases. It is the principle laid down in Hamilton 
V. Russcl, 1 Cranch's Rep. 309., and is sustained by a great number of cases, English 
and American. It is obvious, however, the rule does not apply where the property 
is so situated it camiot be delivered. Conrad v. Atlantic Ins. Co., 1 Peter's Rep. 
366.; Biflsel v. Hopkin's, 3 Cowen's Rep. 166.; Callen v. Thompson, 3 Yerger's 
Rep. 475. 
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8. 

Ayiuss v. Moorh. January T. 1830. 2 Stewart's Rop. 336. 

Trespass by Moore against the defendant, for taking away a ne- nut it is for 
gro boy Tom. Ayres pleaded, that lie levied on the boy as sheritF, j^l^y'" 
the boy being the property of one Janries B. Moore, by virtue of ^^'«» 
an execution against hiin. Ihe plaintill relied on a bill of sale to hinder or 
him for the negro, by James B. Moore, in Mareh, 1825, for the aS'tS^ 
consideration of $225, to be paid at Christmas ; and which was 
duly paid, and the bill of sale duly recorded. Tiic sale took place 
at the house of James B. Moore, when the slave was delivered hy 
putting his hands into the hands of the purchaser, who afterwards 
went home, leaving the slave in the possession of the vendor. 
About six weeks after the plaintiff took the boy home, but went 
backwards and forwards from the house of the purchaser and ven- 
dor, but was some time after, continually at the house of the pur- 
chaser. The defendant gave in evidence a mortgage of the boy, 
made after the sale to one Brittain, who forcibly took the boy, ar'.' 
retained him near twelve months, until J. B. Moore satisfied the 
debt, when the boy was returned, and again went into the posses- 
sion of William Moore. 

The counsel for the defendant requested the court to instruct 
the jury " that if they believed the possession did not accom- 
pany and follow the bill of sale from J. Moore to the plaintiff, 
William Moore, at the time of its execution, that then the said bill 
of sale was fraudulent in law, a.^ against creditors and subsequent 
purchasers." But the court refused, and charged them, " that if 
they believed that the consideration of the bill of sale was bona fide, 
and that it was duly recorded, it was good and valid in law, though 
the negro remained in possession of the vendor previous to that 
time." 

The Court, Lipscomb, Ch. J., and Saffold, J., both gave opinions, 
and after referring to Hobb v. Bibb, supra ; Bissell v. Hopkins, 2 
Cowen'sRep. 4,31., Barron v.jPaxton, 5 Johns. Rep. 2Cl., Dawes v. 
Cope, 5 Binney's Rep. ^65., Brooks v. Powers, 15 Mass. Rep. 244., 
Howell V. Elliott, 1 Badger & Dev. Rep. 76., Clow v. Woods, 5 
Serg. & Rawle's Rep. 275., held, that where the vendor remains in 
possession of personal property sold, it is not sufficient, as against 
creditors, that the consideration of the sale be bona fide, and the 
bill of sale recorded ; it must appear that the sale was not made to 
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Iiinder or delay creditors; and whether it was made to hinder or 
delay creditors, is to be determined by the jury from all the cir- 
cumstances. 

9. 

Garth's Ex'iis v. Barksdale. March T. 1816. 5 Munf. 
Rep. 101. ; Gay v. Mosely, 2 Munf. Rep. 543. ; Beasley 
V. Owen, 3 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 449. 

^'■'^■c years' Trespass brought by Barksdale against Garth, sheriff, for un- 
lawfully seizing two slaves. The plaintiff claimed the slaves, as 
umtrT' li'^ving been the original owner, and only having lent them to Barks- 
n.l n 'rer" '^^^ Hiarried his daughter ; the defendant undertook to 

nieni. prove that the slaves had been in Barksdale's peaceable and unin- 
uHn the*'" terrupted possession for five years from the time when they were 
iubjS to ^'"^^ ^oa.md him, and before the service of the execution, 
his credji- The court instructed the jury, that if the slaves loaned by the 
which"can- plaintiff to Barksdaie, had, before the expiration of the five years, 
vested by" returned, by the consent of the lender and borrower, that 

reluming would interrupt the possession ; and that even if the borrower 

them alter , . , . -^"v.!, 

the expira- after hve years' possession of the slaves, had surrendered the same 
tylyL!t to the lender, the lender's right to the slaves became revested in 
him, so as that, in neither case could an execution, in behalf of a 
creditor against the borrower, which issued subsequent to the last 
return of the slaves into the borrower's possession, be levied on 
said slaves, although in the borrower's possession at the time of 
levying said execution, unless five years had again elapsed after 
the possession of said slaves was restored to the borrower. Ver- 
dict for plaintiff ; and the defendants appealed. 

Per Cur. The Court is of opinion, that the instruction of the 
superior court is erroneous in this, that the five years' possession 
of the negroes by Douglas Barksdale, if proved, vested a title in 
him, which enured in favor of his creditors, notwithstanding he 
might thereafter have returned the same to the plaintiff, from whom 
he had received them. Judgment reversed. See Boyd et al. v. 
Stainback et a)., 5 Munf. Rep. 305. Where the court declared, 
that a loan of slaves, though not declared by deed in writing, duly 
recorded, and thejefore void as to creditors, (the loanee having 
continued in -possession five years without such demand as v/ould 
bar their right.) is nevertheless effectual between the parties and 
their representatives. If, therefore, the loanee die in possession, 
they are not to be considered as assets belonging to his estate, nor 



OF TITLE TO SLAVES 



95 



can b;? recovered as such ; bciii^ liable to his creditors, so far as 
their claims remain unsatisfied by the assets in the hands of his 
executor or administrator, but no farther. And if the assets be 
deficient, a court of equity will g'ive the creditors relief ; they will 
make the assets liable, in the first place, so far as they extend, 
after which it will allow the lender a limited time to inak'c good 
the deficiency, and in defualt thereof, a sale of the slaves. 



five 



(G.) By Prescri.»tion. 
1. 

BiiOH V. Jenkins. April T. 1821. 9 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 526. 

This suit is brought by the plaintiff, as heir to his mother, to jj-j, 
recover a slave named Lazare. The testimony on the part of the «-iaiinf>d 
plaintiff is, that he is the only child of Madame Brph ; that the sniption, 
slave Lazare belonged to her in the year 1803, when she resided Jiojn" u> 
at Jeremy, in the island of St. Domingo ; that she sent liini to ^"i '^^-^-•'wp- 
Charleston in tliat year: that she died at Baracoa, about the end ingto the 
of 1808, or beginingof 1809 ; that the plaintift' was born in 1792, country in 
or 179*3, and was consequently 26 or 27 years old when this 
suit was commenced. The testimony on the part of the acquired, 
defendant is, that Lazare was in possession of Mr. Piacide, in 
Chai^reston, about fourteen years before this suit was commenced, 
where he always remained, until sold to defendant; that Placidc 
sold him to Dastras on the 2Cth day of Maj-^, 1806, who possessed 
him, as owner, until his death, in the summer of 1817, a term of 
eleven years ; that he was in October, 1817, sold to Lazarus; that 
Lazarus sold him to defendant, on the 2d of August., 1819, in 
Charleston, South Carolina. The plaintitf arrived here in 1809. 
The negro Lazare was brought here by the defendant, in th/; month 
of August, 1819, and this suit was commenced the 15th September, 
in the same year. The defendant sets up the title of pr-^scription 
by virtue of possession, in himself and others, under whom he 
claiTis, founded on the several sales which were produced. The 
principal question in this case was, by what law will the court 
judge of the prescription : that of South Carolina, where the slave 
was, or that of this state, where the suit is bi^ought. 

Por^r, J. The presiding judge of this court has gor^e so fully 
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into the case, in the opinion which he has prepared, that I shall 
confine niy examination to what 1 consider the main question in 
tlic cause, and that is, whether the statute of limitations of South 
Carolina has vested a title to the slave in the defendant. This 
intjuiry, I think, will he best conducted, by pursuing" the follow- 
ini^ divisions of the subject : — 

1. Did the statute vest a *itle in South Carolina ? 

2. Whether the owner of the property is bound by a law of 
tliis description, when it was proved that he did not reside in the 
coiuiti-y where it was enacted '? 

3. Supposinj^ the title to have been vested, in the state where 
the statute was in force, is there any thinjj in our laws which pre- 
vents the defendant claiming the benefit of that title here ? 

I. The statute of South Carolina is an act of limitation, and 
from the perusal of it alone, it might be dijubted whether it was 
aay thing more than a bar, which could be plead by the possessor, 
to an action in which the property was demanded. Rut it appears 
that judicial interpretation of the act has h'ild, thatjt vests title ; 
and there is no doubt, from tiie decisions in thai. state, that there 
the person claiming slaves under the statute could recover them 
in the hands of another, as well, ias plead the act tv an action 
eommeiieed. 2 Bay's Rep. 156. 425. 

II. The next point, whether the plaintiff, not being a citizen, or 
resident of South Carolina, can lost his right to property by a law 
of that country, is that which hp * presented the most difficulty to 
my mind. If it had been shown in this cause, that both pf.u ties 
were citizens of that state, I should have no doubt that both were 
bound by these laws, in viitue of which the one acquired, and the 
otlier lost a title to the property ; and that the right thus acquired 
would not be destroyed by the removal of one of the parlies into 
another cpuntiy. 

It. is stated by Iluberus, an eminent writer on the subject, tha' 
whoever makes a contract, In any particular place, is subject to the 
laws of the place as a temporary citizen. 3 Dall. Rep. 370., in note. 
The rule is held to apply, where a contract is made in one country, 
to be executed in another, and the law of that where the agreement 
is to be performed, will form the-, rule of action for the parties. 
Now, although it has not been shown, that the plaintiff, or those 
under whom he claims, ever were residents or citizens of South 
Carolina, or that they made any contract there, in relation ':o the 
property now sued for, yet enough, I think, has been proved to 
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enable us to apply, safely and correctly, the principles of law just 
stated, to the case now before the court. For as the evidence 
establishes, that the slave in question, was sent by the plaintilV's 
mother into Soutli Carolina, under the care of an at^ent, this was a 
voluntary placing of her own property und<M' these laws, to enjoy 
their protecfion ; to take their advantages, if any in relation to it ; 
and consequently, to bear with their inconveniences. 

ilL It the title set up here was by sale, donation, exchange, or 
any other contract made in South Carolina, we should hold it good 
here, if it was so in that state, and tlic only inquiry would be, did it 
vest title there 1 Prescription is a mode of acquiring property. 
Civil Code, 482., art. 32. ; Polhier^ TraiiG de la Prescnplion^ chap. 
1 . As strictly so as the cases of contracts just put. Digest, liv. 50. 
tit. 16. loi, 28. If in a common case of alienation, we hold it good 
and valid, because the laws of the country where it was made held 
it so, I cannot see any good reason to reject that of prescri})tion ; 
for it vests and devests title, by the very same authority which de- 
clares that other species of contracts have that eflect. In some of 
our sister states it has been held, that in a suit for the recovery of 
money, the law of limitation in the state where the suit is brought 
must govern the rights of the parties, and not that, where the 
contract was made. There is a clear distinction, in my mind, 
between cases of that description, when the statute is pleaded as a 
bar to the demand, and that now before the court, when it vests a 
complete title to a specific thing ; for I have already stated, that I 
cannot distinguish between the title conferred by prescription, and 
that acquired by any other mode of alienation and acquisition. 
When the question does occur here in a suit for money, it will be 
then time enough to examine, whether the law of this state, as it 
regards the limitation of actions, or that where the parties contract- 
ed and hired, shall govern their rights ; or if the decisions on this sub- 
ject can be reconciled with the principles of law, or supported by 
the authorities on which they profess to rely. I am therefore of 
opinion, that the judgment of the parish court be affirmed, with costs. 

Martin, J. I have carefully considered the opinion which Judge 
Mathews has prepared, and is about to read, and perfectly concur 
with him. 

Mathews, J. This suit is brought to recover from the defend- 
ant a slave in his possession, claimed by the plaintiff, as sole heir 
to his mother, in whom he alleges title, at the time of her death. 
The defendant relies on a title derived through several persons re- 
13 
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siding in South GWrolinn, and on a right acquired by possession 
and prescription. Judgment being for the defendant in the court 
below, the plaintiff appealed. The evidence on the part of the 
appellants, which is entirely oral, establishes his heirship, as alleged, 
and shows that his mother had the slave in dispute while she resided 
in the islands of St. Domingo and Cuba, from which latter place 
she sent him to South Carolina. The acts of sale oflered by the 
appellee to support his title were objected to by the counsel of the 
plaintift', as not being sufliciently proven ; and bills of exceptions 
regularly taken to the opinions of the judge of the cou''t, a quo, by 
which they were allowed to be given in evidence. But from the 
investigation which I have given the cause, it is deemed unneces- 
sary to examine those exceptions ; as the testimony, received with 
out opposition, clearly establishes an uninterrupted and peaceable 
possession, of at least fifteen years' duration, in the persons under 
whom the defendant claims. Admitting that the evidence in the 
case draws title in the ancestor of the appellant, and that the de- 
fendant's claim rests solely on a title vested in those under whom 
he holds the slave, acquired by prescription ; the first question to 
be disposed of, as stated by the plaintiff's counsel, is, by what laws 
must the cause be decided, in relation to the title set up by the 
appellee 1 Those of South Carolina, where the property was, or 
those of this state, where the suit is commenced 1 I am of opin- 
ion, that the validity of this title, by prescription, ought to be ascer- 
tained and determined according to the laws of the former state. 
Were it to be settled by our laws on the subject, there would be 
little difficulty in deciding the case, as they would not operate on 
the slave in dispute, previous to his having been brought within the 
limits of the state. And this dic^ not happen, as is shown by the 
record, until a month or two before the commencement of the 
present action. The law of South Carolina, on which the defend- 
ant rests his title, is a statute of limitations, prescribing the period 
within which suits may be rightfully commenced in that state, 
having for their object and end, the same which is here sought by 
the plaintiff. The period of limitation is there, four years for per- 
sons present, and one more is allowed to those who are absent, 
making five for the latter, and by the lapse of this time their right 
of action is barred. !t is contended, on the part of the appellant, 
that this law must be considered as relating only to the remedy, or 
relief grantable by the courts of justice, and not to the right of 
property. Ifi other words, that it is Zea;/onVand not hx loci contractus; 
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and that to the former species of laws, a foreign tribunal will give 
no effect. So far as thay relate to the recovery of debts, from the 
cases cited in support of this doctrine, little doubt can remain of 
such being the practice adopted by the courts in several states of 
the umon, and supported by the opinions of judges higly eminent 
for talents and learning". Without admitting or denying the cor- 
rectness of these decisions, as founded in justice, policy, and a 
proper comity between the states, I think the case now under cou- 
sidcration may be clearly distinguished from any which have been 
exhibited to the court. The questions in them decided, turned 
wholly on disputes about privileges, or a right to recover debts, 
barred by the laws of limitation which were in force, in the formcv 
residence of the contracting parties ; and such laws ai'c based 
solely on a presumption of payment. In no inst.mcc was there 
any contest relative to rights or title, vested in the possessor of pro- 
perty, as a neccessary consequence resulting from a statute of limi- 
tations, which barred the claim of the owner. Whatever might be 
ray opinion as to the force and effect which ought to be given to 
the laws of limitation of a foreign state, in relation to the recovery 
of debts, I have no doubt they may become the means of acquiring 
title, when they operate so as to prevent the proprietor from reco- 
vering his property in consequence of an adverse possession- 
Possession of things is prima /acie evidence of right and title to 
them ; and if it has been of such duration, that the laws of the 
country where they arc situated will not allow the possession to be 
disquieted, I do not think it, by any means, a forced and unfair 
c onstruction of law, to decide, ihat title, absolute and indefeasible, 
is gained by such possession. The owner, by neglecting to use 
the remedy accorded to him, loses his right, which the bona fide 
possessor acquires. It is perjiaps true, that fraud on his part, or 
excusable ignorance on the part of the proprietor, might require a 
different inter^iretation and application of the law of limitation. 
But in the present case, it cannot be pretended that either of them 
existed. The evidence shows that good faith accompanied the 
possession of the slaves in every change of master ; and that he 
was sent by the plaintiff's mother to South Carolina ; so that she 
could not be ignorant of the laws under which he was placed, and 
her means of redress against adverse possessors. 

This view of the subject places a law of limitation to an action 
for the recovery of property, on a footing with the usucapio of the 
Roman system of jurisprudence, viz. a mean of acquiring property ; 
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nor nm I ablo to discover any incongruity in f/he principles on 
which these rules are founded. Usvcapio is defined irt the Roman Di- 
gest to be adjecHo dominii per conlinuationem possessionis^f temporis 
lege de fmili. — It was introduced for the public good, that the titles 
of property might not forever remain uncertain, after allowing suf- 
ficient time to the owners to pursue their claims. D. 41. 3. 1. 

In the early periods of states, it maybe considered sound policy to 
nmke the time for acquiringproperty by possession of short duration. 
By the ancient Roman law, as contained in an article of the Twelve 
Tables, one year of possession was sufficient to save title to movc- 
abl^is, and two to immoveables, being what were termed res mancipii. 
In regard to incorporeal things, the Pnetorhad established a prescrip- 
tion of ten, and twenty years, or, as it is called, longi temporis. At 
first, under this prescription the possessor did not acquire the domi- 
nion of the thing, but only the benefit of an exception, or plea in bar, 
to any action brought by the proprietor. Afterwards, the ac<?o utilis 
was accorded to the possessor to recoTcr the thirg, when he had 
lost the possession, pour revendiquer le chose, as expressed by Po- 
thier. The distinction between res mancipii and nec mancipii, was 
abolishtid by the emperor Justinian, and usucapio and prescription 
longi temporis put on the same footing ; this constitution, on this 
subject, it is believed, forms the basis of the laws relating to pre- 
scription in those countries which have founded their jurisprudence 
on the Roman law ; and, in all of them, it is considered a mode of 
acquiring property. But it is seen, that even before this law of 
Justinian, an action had been accorded to a possessor to recover 
property of which he had lost possession ; and this could only 
have been regular, on the principle that he had acquired title by 
such possession. Upon the whole, I am of opinion, that laws lim- 
iting the time within which actions ought to be commenced for the 
recovery of property, may operate in such a manner as to vest a 
title in a bona fide possessor, and that the law of South Carolina 
has produced this effect in the present case. Judgment affirmed, 
with costs. 

2. 

Dunbar v. Nichols. July T. 1821. 10 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 184. 

A part)r " 

who relies Martin, J. The plaintiff demands a recision of the sale of a slave 
on pre- , 

scription he bought from the defendant, on account of her having been attack- 
must plead 
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ed with an mcurablc disease at the time ol the sale. She hcina' dead «»• Tho 

want of a 

Since, the delendant pleaded the general issue only. There was pl».'tt can- 
a verdict and judgment for him, and the plaintill* appealed. I!!!Lux"5"- 

Our attention is first arrested by a bill of exceptions to a part {.'"j^J*^ 
of the judge's charge, in which he said, that " in the opinion of the 
court, the plaintiff was not founded in his right of action, not hav- 
ing filed his petition within six months after the discovery of the 
disease." The law has provided defendants with the plea of pre- 
scription, that they may use it as a shield to protect themselves 
against unjust claims, not to use it as a weapon to destroy just 
rights. The party who uses it in an unrigheous case, sins gre- 
viously, and the court neither can or ought to supply the want of 
it, ex officio. When the plea is not made, the presumption is, that 
the defendant thinks it would not avail him at all, and that he can- 
not righteously avail himself of it. The district court, in my opi- 
nion, erred, in directing the jury to disregard the plaintiff's right, on 
the ground that it was exercised too late, and 1 think the judgment 
ought to be reversed, 

Mathews, J, I concur in this opinion. Judgment reversed. 



o. 



Delphine v. Deveze. June T. 1824. 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep, 650. 

Per Cur. Porter, 3. The plaintiff urges, she is descended from ^^J^^'^j^'P^^, 
one Marie Catherine, a negro woman now deceased, who was the ver piead- 
slave of a certain Marie Durse, and that the said Marie emancipa- ckhn ^of 
ted, and set free, Catherine, and her children, Florence, Luce, 'reedom. 
and Cathenine, the mother of the petitioner. She complains that 
the defendant illegally holds her in slavery, and prays that she 
may be decreed free, and recover damages for the injury she has 
sustained by being held in servitude. The defendant pleaded the 
general issue, and prescription. We shall, before entering on the 
merits, dispose of the exception, which forms the second ground 
for defence in the defendant's answer. We do so, by referring to 
the third partida, title twenty-nine, law twenty-four, in which we 
and it provided, that if a man be free, no matter how long he 
may be held by another, as a slave, his state or condition cannot 
be thereby changed, nor can he be reduced to slavery, in any man- 
ner whatever, on account of the time he may have been held in 
servitude. The plaintiff is entitled to her freedom. 
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4. 

Chiietien v. Theard. Jun^ T. 1824« 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 582. 

Prescrip- Per Cur. Porter^ J. This is a redhibitory action, in which the 

torui)t(Hll>y 

plaintiff' seeks to return a slave he purchased from the defendant, 
;V; vihich" ^^^^^ The defect alledged is, that the slave is 

tho plain, a thief, and addicted to robbery, and it is further charged, that the 

till IS lion- , , 11,, . , o » 

suited. vendor knew he had those vices at the time he sold him. An 
action, founded on the same cause as the present one, has been al- 
ready before us. 11 Martin, 11. The plaintiff was there non- 
suited, because he had not furnished proof that he brought suit 
within six months after he obtained the knowledge of the defect. 
The present record shows, that he fully removed this objection. 
Several grounds of defence have been presented in this court 
against the right of the petitioner to recover. The last point is 
that of prescription. On this head the counsel for the defendant 
referred to several authors who have written on the French law. 
According to them, prescription is not interrupted by a suit in 
which the plaintiff 's demand is rejected; nor where there is a 
voluntary abandonment of the action. Pandecte Fran<^aues, vol. 7. 
581, 582. Dunod, Traite de Prescription, 92. ; Denissart, vol. S. 
740. It is unnecessary for us to go into the question, how the law 
stands in that country, or to inquire how much of the doctrine on 
which the appellant relies, depends on provisions particular to the 
French jurisprudence. By that of Spain, greater facilities were 
afforded the creditor to interrupt prescription. According to the 
Sd partida, title 29. law 29., a simple demand of the debtor, in the 
presence of witnesses, was sufficient. Why an action in a court of 
justice, although not followed up to any final judgment, should not 
have as much effect as a simple request, which is not succeeded by 
a suit, is not perceived by us. Admitting, however, that it has not, 
another provision of the law already cited, declares, that prescrip- 
tion is interrupted by a suit, and we find nothing in that law which 
makes any exception, or which goes to show that this interruption, 
which is declared to result from a demand in justice, loses effect, 
because the act|)n is not prosecuted to final judgment. Prescrip- 
tion, says this law, ceases to run from the time suit is brought. Of 
this opinion must have been the compilers of our code, for in 
transcribing into it the provisions of the Code Napoleon, on the 
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subject of j^sj-eacription, they omitted inserting* the article 2247, 
which declares, that if the plaintiff desist from his suit, or if his de- 
mand be rejected, prescription will not be interrupted. 

^' The latter 

Petehs v. Chares. March T. 1833. 4 Ycrger'': Tennessee 

Rep. 170. T''"" 0^ 

the act of 

Per Cur. Omn, J. The latter clause of the 3d section of the an. only up- 
act of 1801, ch. 25, declaring valid all loans bona fide, &c., &c., t£ 
must be taken as applying only as between the persons receiving ""'^ 
and making a loan of property. Any other construction therefore, ^ 
would make this provision inconsistent with the plain meaning of jI^sBeSm 
the latter clause of the second section of the same act. The ^5,;"},'^^^!^^" 
negroes in question, were in the possession of Daniel Brown, more "«t deck- 

red by will^ 

than five years before the boy Robert was levied on. The loan or by writ' 
was not declared by will, or by deed in writing proved and recorded. r"|,ate?edf 
As to this creditor, the property was with the possession. Inde- f^ll^^^0^ 
pendently of this question, the jury were justified, from the evidence, loan, vesta 
to find the verdict they rendered in this cause. ty^aaTo^^*^" 

creditors, 
with the 
loanee. 

6. 

Metayer v. Metayer. Jan. T. 1819. 6 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 16. 

Derbigny, J., delivered the opinion of the court. 

The defendant, Adelaide Metayer, a woman of color, is in pos- \ 
session of her freedom, since a number of years. A person who ed her 
calls himself her master, now sues to make her return to a state of ^Hispaniol" 
slavery. It was at first doubted, whether the plaintiff had proved "gy^y^f 
himself to be the same individual whom the witnesses call the only tion, may 
son and heir of Charles Metayer of Cape Francois, who was the time in es- 
master of the defendant, when the revolulion of Hispaniola broke ^r^rfghfto 
out. But, after an attentive perusal of the record, it is now freedom by 

prescrip- 

believed, that the plaintiff is sufficiently identified with Metayer's tion. 
son. The defendant pleads, in general terms, that she is free. 
She has failed in a former suit, where she was plaintiff in damages 
for false imprisonment, (Metayer v. Noret, 5 Martin's Rep. 566,) 
to prove her freedom by emancipation under her master's hand ; 
but the evidence in the present case shows that she was in His- 
paniola when the general emancipation was proclaimed by the 
commissioners of the French government, and remained there 
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until after the evacuation of the island by the French in 1803, a 
period pf about ten years. It is further proved, that she continued 
in the enjoyment of her freedom, without interruption, until 1816 ; 
so that she has lived as a free person during twenty-three years ; 
that is to say, three years more than the time required by law for 
a slave "to acquire his freedom by prescription, in the absence of 
his master. The plaintiff objects, that the time during which the 
defendant remained in liispaniola, ought not to be included in this 
calculation, because the abolition of slavery in that island was an 
act of violence, and that prescription does not run against those 
who have been so dispossessed, so long as they are prevented from 
claming their property, according to the maxiin, Contra non 
valentem agere nulla currit pescriplio. But the plaintiff cannot 
avail himself of this exception, without admitting, at the same 
time, that the government of Hispaniola, during its divers revolu- 
tions, continued to countenance the general emancipation ; and 
then, instead of the simple fact of possession, the right of the defend- 
ant to her freedom by law, would be the consequence ; for, if the 
abolition of slavery by the commissioners of the French republic 
has been maintained by the successive governments of the island, 
no foreign court will presume to pronounce that unlawful which, 
through a course of political events, has been sanctioned by the 
supreme authority of the country. Therefore, without entering 
into this very delicate subject any farther than the present case 
makes it strictly necessary, we are bound to say, at least, that, by 
virtue of the general emancipation, the defendant enjoyed her 
freedom in fact, no matter under what modification ; and that the 
years which she passed at Cape Francois, in that situation, must 
be included in the time during which she did not live in a state of 
slavery ; which time, at the lowest calculation, exceeds that which 
is required by law for a slave to prescribe his freedom^ in the ab- 
. sence of his master. Judgment affirmed. 

7. 

Metayer v. Noret. June T. 1818. 5 Martin's Louisiana 
Je^^pos- Rep. 566. 

ee:jsion of n j~i i > -r mi 

freedom, in I'er Lur. JJubigny, J. The plaintiff, and appellee, is a woman 

oHheTa?- complains of having been arrested and imprisoned as 

ed'' fo'r'^'the ^ ^^^^^ appellant, and sues him for damages. The fact of 

time of pre- the arrest and imprisonment is admitted : but the defendant, and 
scription. ' 
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appellant, contends, that the pltihitiff is tlie slave of Jean Piarc 
Mstayert whose attorney in fact hq shows himself to be. The only 
question at issue between the parties is, wliether the pluintilf is a 
free person or a slave. Jean Pierre Mstaycr has intervened in the 
suit ; but, as that intervention changes not the situation of the cose, 
there la no necessity to notice it. It is admitted, on both sides, 
that the plaintiff once was the slave of Charles Metayer, the father 
of the person in whose behalf the defendant caused her to be ar- 
rested. But the plaintiff maintains that she has been enfranchised 
by him. The evidence, however, which she has introduced in 
support of that alle gation, is of such a nature that it would be nu- 
gatory to investigate it. One only circumstance deserves some 
notice ; and that is, her enjoyment of her freedom during a num- 
ber of years. It is in evidence that the plaintiff, ever since she 
left Cape Fran<^.ois, in 1803, has lived as a free person, first at 
Baraf^oa, in the Island of Cuba, and from the year 1809 at Nevr 
Orleans. A creditor of her late master caused her to be seized 
in 1810, as the property of his debtor ; but a civil interruption of 
possession can take place only at the suit of the owner ; and this 
interruption by the owner did not happen until some time in the 
year 1816 ; that is to say, after a possession of about thirteen years. 
By the laws of Spain, a slave can acquire his/reedom by a posses- 
sion of ten years, in the presence of his master, or of twenty years 
in his absence. It appears in this case, that during all the time 
that the plaintiff enjoyed her freedom, the master was absent. 
Thus, according to the Spanish laws, the possession of the plaintiff 
falls far short of the time required to prescribe. It was doubted 
whether that disposition of the Spanish laws had not been repealed 
by the general provision introduced in our code, concerning the 
prescription of slaves. But, it is believed, that this article of our 
code is relative only to the acquisition of slaves by prescription, 
and cannot be construed to embrace the prescription of liberty by 
themselves. We are, therefore, bound to say, that the plaintiff 
has not succeeded to prove her freedoui, and that she cannot re- 
cover any damages for what she calls her unjust impriponment 
and detention. 
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8. 

Andrews v. Haiitsfield et al. March T. 1832. 3 Yerger's 

Teiui. Rep. 39. 

A loan of In 1812, William B. Walker married a. daughter of the com- 
marriod* plainant. In 1814, the complainant loaned to his daughter, the 
daughter, -^'^ j> Walk'cr, thc slave in controversy. He stated at the 

when pos- ' 

session w time, that he loancd the slave solely to her, lor her sble usC; and 
ibr live independent of the control of the husband. The loan was geiie- 
npwnrd^"'^ rally knowu in the neighborhood, and was considered thc property 
subjects of complainant. The slave remained in the possession of Mr. and 

the slaves * ' 

luider the Mrs. Walker from 1814 until 1828, during which time she had two 
cThSS^ sec! children. They were in that year levied on, and were about to 
levied ori ^^^^ Satisfy the (lebts of the husband, when this bill was filed 
and sold to ehioiu the sale. The bill was dismissed by the court below, 

for the 

debts of the Per CuT. Grecn^ J. It is proved by the complainants' witness- 
an . ^^j,^ ^^^^ sons,) that they were present in 1814 when their 
father lent the girl Tiller to their sister Mary. He told her 
to take the girl to nurse her child ; to take good care of her, and 
keep her until he called for her. The girl went into the posses- 
s.ioiii of Walker, and so continued without interruption, until these 
attachments were levied upon her, a period of fourteen years. By 
the act of 1801, ch. 25. sec. 2., the reservation of title by the com- 
plainant, as to the creditors of Walker, is fraudulent and void ; 
the loan not having been declared by deed., and the possession 
having continued without interruption more than five years. The 
third section of this act docs not affect the question. That only 
applies as between the lender and borrower, and saves the right 
of the former to reclaim and recover the property loaned. The 
title of this negro must, therefore, be regarded, as to these defend- 
ants, with the possession. It is not necessary here to decide, 
whether a gift by parol, of personal property, to the scperate use 
of a married v/oman, would be good. This is the ordijvary case 
of a loan to the married daughter, reserving the title in himself. 
Walker was the possessor of the negro, and no matter what the 
parties may have intended, or how notorious the complainant's 
claim of property may have been, the statute is peremptory, and 
declares that as to creditors the title shall be considered whh the 
possession. Decree afiirmed. 
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(Vn.) OF WARRANTY.* 
(A) Of AV.arranty of s jundnmss. 

1. 

Thompson v. Milburn et ul. Aug. T. 1823. 13 INlartin's 

Louisiana Rep. 4.G8. 

Per Cur. Portery J. The petitioners sue to obtain the price A]iydist\(sc 
of a stave. The defendants resist the demand, on an allegation r'slave"tJ 
that the negro was unsound, and aftiicted with redhibitory diseases, "'^^''-t'''' 

, tlio tinio of 

incurable ui their nature, at the, time they purchased him ; of which sale, w hich 
diseases he died. Two gentlemen of. the faculty, who were called ^roJl\i 'cn 
on a consultation on the nei^ro- five weeks- after the sale, and a r*"" "'^ 

' ' iijciirai)if>, 

short time previous to his death, state, that they found him labor- Jiify 
ing under a chronic dysentery of long standing ; a disease, which, atcdhibito- 
though it may sometimes be cured by proper regimen, generally ^ 
terminates in death. Three other witnesses state, that the negro 



* A warranty, an indenmity against the consequences of any defect in the qTiaiity 
or vaiue of the tiling sold. And a representation made at the time of t<ale is a war- 
ranty, if so intended. Pa.sley v. Freeman, 3 T. Rep. 57'. In general, no hnpiied war* 
i:anty arises. Paridnpon v. Lee, 2 East's Rep. SI 4., unless there be a fraudulent con- 
cealment. Jones V. Rouden, 4 Taunt. Rep. 847. And whethiir there is a warranty 
or not, should be submitted to the jury. Whitney v. Si^^ton, 11 Wend. Rep. 411. 
Some of the principles of warranty may he thus stated. Warranty is an indeMV« 
nity for any defect in the thing sold, as was before stated. And they are 
e.\press or implied. Borrekens v. Borons, et al., 3 Rawle's Rep. 32. And all 
warranties must be made at or before the sale. Sweet v. Colgate, 20 .lohns. Rep. 
193. Warranties arc limited, ami do not guard against that wliich may be discovered 
by sight, as if a horse be warrajited perfect, and he wants an ear or tail Butterfield v. 
Burroughs, Salk. Rep. 211. And it may be laid down as a general rule, that the ven- 
dor is not liable for the quality or soundness of the goods or article sold, unless tliere 
be an express warranty, or a fraudulent concealment or mji^representation. Wilson 
V. Shackford, 4 Rand. Rep. .5. ; Williams v. StatTord, 8 Pick. Hep. 250. ; Sweet v. Col- 
giiie, 20 .Tohns. Rep. 196, The exception in the United States, is, in South Caro!ina> 
where they have adopted the civil law, which is governed' by the maxim that "a 
sound price requires a sound commodity." Barnard v. Yates, 1. Nott & xM'Cord, 
Mi. ; Timrod v. Sholbred, 1 Bay's Rep. 324. An express warranty of soundness ex- 
tends Jo every kind of soundness, known and unknown to the seller, and if it be 
false, the buyer hits his remedy on tiie warranty. Onslow Eames, 2 Stark N. P. C. 
81. And where there is an express warranty, all implied warranties are excluded ; 
for the law will not imply what is not expressed in a formal contract. Lanier v. Auld. 
1 Murphy's Rep. ViS. 
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was'k unwell inimctliately after the purchase. One called by the 
plaiiitifl'declaretl that the negro had been titllieted with tlie diarihasa, 
some lime previous to the period when the defendant purchased 
him ; that the physician who attended him liad reported him well, 
and thi'^. he had quite a healthy appearance when sold. That section 
of ihe civil code which treats of the defects in the thinij sold, and red- 
hibitory vices, is by no means the most clear and satisfactory of that 
work; p ,\d since its enactment, several embarrassing questions aris- 
ing out of its provisions, have been presented for decision. It is now, 
however, the settled doctrine in this court, that by the term " dis- 
ease incurable in its nature," must be understood any disease of 
which the slave is afflicted at the time of the sale, that has pro- 
gressed so far as to be incurable. Our only inquiry, then, is, do 
the facts, as proved in evidence, bring this case within the rule 1 
The testimony already detailed, appears to us to show beyond 
doubt, that the negro was diseased on the day of the sale. The 
evidence of the physicians satisfies us that it was of that disease he 
died. Whether it had progressed so far as to be rendered incura- 
ble, is the main, and, indeed, the only difficulty which the case pre- 
sents. The fact is not placed beyond all doubt by the testimony, 
nor can human testimony ever establish, beyond doubt, at what pe- 
riod a disease is incurable, unless the persons who give it are 
acquainted with all the means of cure which human knowledge 
possesses. W e, however, have it in evidence here, that the slave 
sunk under the disease, and it is such as is generally incurable. 
This we think sufficient to throw the burthen of proof on the other 
side, and the defendant, aware that it did, has labored to show, that 
the fact of the disease being incurable, clearly resulted from the tes- 
timony. But in this he has completely failed. The evidence, so far 
from establishing the curableness of the disease, is entirely silent in 
regard to it. To supply the place of proof, the defendant has re- 
sorted to conjecture, and has contended, that we do not know but 
that if a physician had been called isj earlier, the life of the slave 
might have been saved. We do not know what eifect an earlier 
application to medical aid might have had, and for that very reason 
we cannot give the pk«mtifF the benefit of a fact which he has 
never proved. In the case of St. Rome v. Pore, the same argu- 
ment was resorted to, and was considered of no weight. The 
ourt there held, that it lay on the vendor to show that the disease 
of which the slave died might, under a different course of treatment, 
have been cured. 10 Martin's Rep. 215. Every thing in this case 
rebuts the presumption that the disease would have yielded to medi- 
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cino, nor do wc see that there was such n-gligencc on the part of 
the vtiniice as to deprive him of what we conceive a just and con- 
scientious defence. As was said in the case just cited, physicians 
are frecpiently not resorted to until family medicines fail. The 
right of purchasers to resist the payment of an ohject which turns 
out to be of no Value, should not be made to depend on their medi- 
cal skill ; on their knowledge that a disease on its fjrst appearancij 
is a dangerous one ; and that recourse must be instantly had to 
professional men. That of which the slave died we know to be 
one that is slow in its progress, and not apt, in its incipient stages, 
to excite much alarm. The jury have found that the negro was, 
at the time of sale, aflTictcd with an acute dysentery. We see 
nothing in the evidence to support the conclusion. Taking it to 
be correct, it would not aifect the decision of the case. Judgment 
affirmed. 

2. 

Thompson v. Milbctrn. Aug. T. 1823. 13 Martin's Loui- 
siana Rep. 468. 

Per Cut. Porter, J. The petitioners sue to obtain the price Redhibito- 
of a slave. The defendants resist the demand, on an alle- [J ^a^^gJave 
j?ation that the nesrro was unsound, and afflicted with redhibitory may, be 

. . , pleaded aS-- 

diseases, incurable in their nature, at the time they purchased ter twelve 
him ; of which diseases he died. The sale took place in the month defence of 
of August, 1819, and this action was commenced the fiist of No- ^"p„||Jj!' 
vember, 1820. The plaintiff contends, that the defendants cannot the pric. 
avail themselves of the defence set up, as twelve months have 
elapsed from the time of the purchase. The article of our code, 
which directs that the action of redhibition must be brought in 
one year at farthest from the date of the sale, can only receive an 
application in cases where the vendee is plaintiff, and brings an 
action. It leaves untouched the right to offer the want of consi- 
deration as a defence against paying the price agreed on. The 
rule is, " Loque tiene tiempo limitado para demandarse in juicio, 
es perpetuo para exceptionarse." Febrero. p. 2. lib. 3. cap. 1. 
sec. G. no. 250. 
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3. 

Ohuhtien v. Theaud. Feb. T. 1822. 11 Martin's Louisiana 

llep. 11. 

Itiannctioii ^^^^ PoHcr^ J. This action was commenced to obtain 

'eiH^on""*^^f decision of the sale of a negro slave, called La Fortune, sold as a 
the Hiilc of carpenter and joiner, for the price of $1500. It is alleged that 
commeii- he is neither; and in addition, is aflUcted with redhibitory defects 
Hix' month" disposition, a drunkard, run-away, and thief. Prescription and 
from tiie ^ general denial are plead by the defendant. The district court 

tune of aia- " i ./ 

covering gave juUgment agauist the plaintiff, and he has appealed. The 
ule phiimifl' f"'st question to be examined, is that which the exception, as to the 
Jit wlmr^" time of commencing the action, presents. . The slave was sold on 
Jj^'?jp he ob the 3d April, 1819. This suit was commenced on the 14th Feb- 
knowiedge ruary, 1820. The plaintiff replied to the plea of prescription 
hfbifoV^'*' P^^^^ by the defendant; that he brought his action within six 
vices. months from the discovery of the vices and defects complained of 
in the petition. It has been strongly contested by the parties in 
this cause, on whom the burthen of proof lies, the plaintiff insisting 
that he cannot be required to prove a negative, viz. that he did 
not know of the existence of the defect anterior to a particular 
time ; while the defendant urges, that thij plea of the appellant is 
an exception to the general rule, which requires the action to be 
brought within six monihs from the diate of the sale, and that he who 
relies on an exception must estf-.blish it. Partida, 3 tit. 14. L. 2. I 
have given to this subject a greatdeal of consideration, and my opin- 
ion is with the defendant. By our Civil Code, 358. art. 75. it is suffi- 
cient for the seller of a slave afflicted with redhibitory defects, to 
oppose the ac'ion, that .it has not been commenced within six 
months from the sale. And on showing this fact, the plaintiff will 
be barred, unless he does away the objection, by replying that he 
did not discover the vices or defects six months before instituting 
suit. As he makes the averment, I think it his duty to prove it. 
Certainly, I do not wish to say that the buyer must give evidence 
that he did not know of the defect before a certain time, because 
that would be requiring him to prove a negative, which is impossi- 
ble. But I think he should establish, when the facts cante to his 
knowledge, on which he relies to show his right of setting aside 
the sale. And this he can do without difficulty ; for the witnessco 
who prove the vices on the trial, can easily state when they com- 
municated them to the plaintiff. If he has received the kno^yledge 
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of what, the witnesses knew, and would swear through otlier 
sources, he coulil bring forward those who gave him this infornui- 
tion. The moment he does this, he brings himscU' within the ex- 
ception ; and if the vendor still insists the purchaser knew of tbc 
vice at an earlier period, the burthen of proof is then thrown ou 
him ; for the buyer can do nothing more than show afiirmatively, 
that at a certain epoch he becanie acquainted with the fact ) he 
cannot })rove a negative, that he did not know it sooner. The pas- 
sage cited by the plaintilF from the Curia PIdUipica, Rcdhibitoriay 
n. 2G. is certainly very strong ; but I cannot, alone on that authority, 
bring my mind to as.sent to the proposition, that it is the duty of 
the defendant to support by proof, what it behoves the piaintifFto 
•allege. 

If, in this case, the plaintiff had proved any circumstance, with- 
in six months, respecting the theft, I should have held it suflicient 
to have thrown the burthen of proof on the defendant, as to his 
knowing it sooner. But on this point the testimony is entirely de- 
fective. The slave was bought in April. There is evidence when 
the master returned to the Atakapas, but none as to the time the 
slave was sent there ; of course, we have no means of ascertaining 
when he committed the theft, proved by one of the witnesses. All 
we know is, that it was after he reached his master's plantation. 
In regard to the defect of the qualities of carpenter and joiner, the 
plaintiff has proved enough to show that this action was commen- 
ced within the time required by law. But on the merits, the evi- 
dence is so contradictory, that I do not feel myself authorised to 
come to a different conclusion in regard to it Irom the district 
judge. The judgment of the district court should be reversed, and, 
in my opinion, the justice of the case requires that there should be 
judgment for the defendant, as in case of a nonsuit, and that the 
plaintiti' pay costs in both courts. 

Jilartm^ J. I cannot yield to the opinion of the author of the Curia 
Phillippica. The authorities which he cites do not support his conclu- 
sion. The defendant pleaded prescription, and the question is, who 
is to administer the proof of the period at which the knowledge of the 
redhibitory defects reached the vendee 1 I think we ought to re- 
quire from the party who can give it, If he allege that he had it 
not at the time of sale, as it is clear that he had it at the time of 
the inception of the suit, it cannot be difficult for him, at least, to 
state at what intermediate period, and by v/hat meaiis the know-, 
ledge came to him. If he establishes any particular peTiod-^StabU 
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prcsiimptio donee wntrarium probciur. If the diverse party docs not 
show knowledge at an earlier period, the prescription will be 
supported. This repels the plaintilf's claim on the score of the 
slave being a thief; as to the other g^rounds, I think the evidence 
is too weak. 

Mathews, J. I airs of the same opinion. Judgment reversed, 

4. 

Reynaud & SucKo V. GuiLLOTTE & BoisF OxVTAiNE. May T. 
1823. 13 Martin's Rep. 227. 

Prescrip- P.;r/,er, J. The petition sets forth on the 24th Feb. 1821, the 
hSo'y ac- defendant sold to the plaintiiF a ne^n-o boy named Tommy, about 
tions riuH 23 years old, for the sum of ^900, and warranted him free 

from the ? j j v ' 

thuethede- from all redhibitory vices and diseases. That at the time of the 
slave are Sale the slave was afflicted with ulcers on his leg, and that the de- 
tliTpurcha^ fendants knew it, but made false representations respecting his 
health ; that the said ulcers are of an old standing, and that not- 
withstanding all the care, trouble, and expense which the petition- 
ers have been put to, the slave is almost entirely unfit for the work 
and labor for which he was destijied i and finally, that the use of 
said slave is rendered so inconvenient for them, that had they been 
informed of his true situation, they would not have bought him. 
The answer avers, that the negro at the time of the sale was not 
afflicted with ulcers ; that if he was, the sale cannot be rescinded ; 
and that owing to the want of care in the plaintifis, the slave has 
been injured in value to the amount of $500. With leave of the 
court, the plea of prescription was afterwards added. 

The first question, to be decided, is the plea of prescript ior. The 
action was commenced nine months and twenty-four days after 
the date of the sale. It is the duty of the buyer, who brings this 
action after six months have elapsed, to prove when the knowledge 
of the defects of the slave was acquired by him. A question arises 
out of the evidence in this case, whether the prescription runs from 
the time the disea.^e was known to exist, or from the time it was 
ascertained to be such as would form the ground of redhibition. 
We think from the latter ; for until the purchaser was instructed 
that, he had a right of action, he was not in delay by not bring- 
ing it. He cannot be accused of negligence while the nature of the 
disease was unknown to him, and he was conferring a benefit on 
the vendor by attempting to cure it. In the case of Theard v, 
Chretien, we said, that if the plaintiff had proved any circumstance 
respeci'ng the time when he acquired a knowledge of the vice, we 
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should have held it suft'iclent to throw the burtlicn of proof on the 
seller, to show that h(3 knew it earlier. In that now before us, it 
is proved by one of the witnesses, that the ijlaintiff did not seem 
aware that tl.ve disease was incurable in the month of Oefobcr ; and 
up to the 31st July, the nej^ro was not prevcuted by sickness from 
working. So that whether we take as the basis of this action the 
slave being afflicted with an incurable disease, or having one, which 
though not incurable, was knowntothevendor at the time of the sale, 
and rendered his services so diHicult and interrupted, that if the 
purchaser had been aware of its existence, he would not have made 
the acquisition. The plea of prescription must be rejected. 



5. 



Moore's Assignee v. King et al. Au<r. T. 1822. 12 Mar- 
tin's Louisiana Kep. 261. 

Per Cur. Martin, J. The plaintiff sues on an obligatiorn of The vcn 
the defendants, assigned him by King. The pi incipal in the obli- norance' ■ 
gation pleaded it was not a negotiable one ; denied having had no- [^^'''^5*^,^ 
tice of the assignment, and averred he had an equitable defence, does not 
He prayed, that the assignor might be made a party to the suit, m'thT^a™ 
and compelled to answer, on oath, whether the sum mentioned 
in the obligation, was not the price of a negro woman sold by the 
assignor to him 1 Whether the woman had not before, and at 
ths time of the sale, a pendulous wen, on the inside of one of her 
thighs, which, at tiniis, prevented hsr rendering any service at 
all ; and whether this circumstance was disclosed at the time of 
the sale '? The assignor admitted, that she received the defen- 
dant's obligation as the price of a negro woman sold him, and as- 
signed it to the plaintiff; that the woman had, at the time of the 
sale, a mark on the inside of one of her thighs, which did not in- 
jure her, nor prevent her services at any time while she was 
owned by her ; hence this circumstaace was not disclosed to the 
vendee, that she did not know of any pendulous wen, as stated in 
the answer; but only of the aforesaid mark, which, however, she 
never examined. 

The jury found, that the sum mentioned in the obligation, was 
the price of the negro womjan named in the answer, who had a 
pendulous wen, as there stated, which rendered her, at times, in- 
capable of labor ; a circumstance which was not disclosed at, or 
previous to the sale, and that consequently, the plaintiff ought to 
isuffer a diminution of $150 from the price. The plaintiff had 
15 
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jutlgincnt nccortlingiy, and appealed. Dr. Elmor deposed, that 
about eighteen months after the sale lie examined the woman, and 
found she had a pendulous wen, of the size of a duck's egj,^ at- 
tached by a short neck to the inside of her tliigh, near the left 
labia pudenda. It was said, slue was laid up in consequence of 
an injury the won had received while she was crossing a fence. It 
was wounded and ulcerated ; she was relieved. He thinks the 
wen must have been of ancient origin, as wens do not reach the 
size of this in less than one or two years. The woman must have 
had it from her infancy. From its appearance, when the M'itncss 
saw it, it must have laid up the woman iVom eight to ten days, and 
the expense of her cure could not exceed ten dollars. It must 
ever be subject to injur}', and must incommode her in walkin^^ 
The witness thinks it ought to be amputated, which would not be 
attended with danger, would confuie her for fifteen or twenty days, 
and would cost about thirty dollars. Were not the witness a sur- 
geon, he tt^ould not have given half of the price for her, on account 
of the wen ; and a? a surgeon, he thinks he would estimate the 
diniifliution in the price, occasioned hjr it, at ^100. Dr, Dixon 
having heard Dr. Elmor give his evidence, deposed, his opinion 
was perfectly the same, except that, as an individual, he would 
think the diminution of the value of the slave, occasioned by the 
existence of the wen, at two hundred dollars. 

Marshall, the defend?int's overseer, deposed, that the slave was 
smart and active. She was sick once or twice with tlie fever. 
He never discovered that she limped. The plaintiff's counsel con- 
tends, that as it is not proved that the vendor bad any knowledge 
of the existence of the wen, no diminution of the price ought to 
have to have been made. Civil Code 360. art. 80. The igno- 
rance of the vendor protects him, indeed, against redhibitory ac- 
tion ; but it is that action alone of which the code speaks, 
in the part quoted. This ignorance will not avail in the action 
quanfi mimris. " If the seller was ignorant of the defect, then the 
buyer must keep the slave, and the seller restore so much of the 
price as the value is diminished by reason of the defect and so, 
we say, if the slave was afflicted with any hidden disease. Part 5. 
3. 64. Judgment affirmed. 
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6. 

St. Remiss v. Pore, May T. 1821. 10 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 30. 

Marlin, J. This is an action for the rcclsion of the sale of a ir 
negro woman, on the L^round that she was attacked with tlie ma- T^""- 
lady of which she died soon after the sale, previous, and at the time ori;j;iii, 
of the contract. The defence is, that the defendant, ym/^mg- Ihui hi!! at *tim 
the woman was sick, had her sold at auction, on the 2d of May, '^j^^''" 
when she was struck to the plaintiff. Tliat soon affer the plaintitf f'^"'- 
inlornved him he would not take the woman, as she was sick ; to one. 
which the defendant replied, he thought he was bound to take her, 
as she had, according to the defendant's orders, been sold, with tlie 
only warranty of the redhibitory diseases ; that on the 9th the 
plaintitf informed him he would accept the sale, and the defendant 
executed the bill of sale for her to the plaintili" beibrc a notary 
public. There was judgment for the plaintifl', and the defendant 
appealed^ The defendant, by interrogatories, drew the following 
facts from the plaintiif: The plaintiff after the auction, and before 
the execution of the sale before the notary, told the defendant he 
would not take the wench, as he had discovered that she was sick. 
To which the defendant v^i^\^{\, he did not know wliellier she xoas ; 
but that, at all events, he meant to sell, and bad actually sold her 
as he had bought her, i. e. with a warranty of all redhibitory dis- 
eases. To the best of the plaintifPs recollection, of the correct- 
ness of which he declared himself sure, the defendant did riot say, 
that unless the plaintiff could prove that the woman's disease was a 
redhibitory one, he could not help taking her, as those only were 
warranted against. Some days after, and in consequence of the 
defendant's declarations, the parties met at the notary's otfice, and 
executed the act of sale. The statement of facts shows, that Dr. 
Dow deposed, that he was called upon to see the woman, just after 
the defendant bought her, and recognized her as a patient whom 
he had visited at her form''er mistress's seven months before ; at 
that time she labored under an intermittent fever, occasioned by a 
suppression of the menstrual discharge ; he ordered the ordinary 
remedies : wine, bark, and a generous diet, with exei'cise. When 
lie saw her at the defendant's he found -her weak, her legs swollen, 
and told hira a generous diet and proper medicines would cfif^ect 
her cure. And as he did not consider her as incurable, and as 
as she was" a valuable servant, he advised him to have her well 
attended. He has not seen her since." Dr! Diipiiy said lie was 
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called upon by the plaintilF, to the woman ; she appeared very 
sick, and he supposed her incurable. He attended her from tlie 
17th of May, 1818, (ill the 13th June, when she died. On the 
second day of his attendance, she was in a state of complete 
viarasmCf with all the symptoms of a chronic disease, in its last 
stage ; her legs swollen. IJc attended her carefully, but, as he 
had supposed, to no purpose. The disease he believes was of 
seven or eight months' standing, and quiie incurable when he saw 
her. Giguel, the plaintilf's brother-in-law, deposed, lie knew the 
woman, who had before been his propertji. The defendant applied 
to him beibre he bought her, and he told him she was a good ser- 
vant. He did not know her to be sick before she died at his 
house on the 13th of June ; the plaintiff having put her there. 

It is contended, that the plaintiff cannot recover, as the sickness 
of the slave was known to him at the time of the execution of the 
act of sale. It is not easy to conclude, from the evidence in the 
case, that he knew the disease was an incurable one ; and he had the 
plaintiff's assurance, that if it was a redhibitory one, it was warrant- 
ed against ; so that our sole inquiry is, was the disease a redhibi- 
tory one ? Ailments or infirmities constitute redhibitory defects, 
when they are incurable by their nature. So that the slave subject 
thereto, is absolutely unfit for the services for which he is destined ; 
or these services are so inconvenient, difficult, and interrupted, 
that it is to be presumed the buyer would not have bought her at 
all, if he had been acquainted with the defect ; or that he would 
not have given so high a price, had he known that such a slave 
was subject to that sickness, or infirmity. Civ. Code. 358. art. 80. 
I understand this to mean, if the buyer knows the nature of the 
disease, i. e. that it is incurable. In the present case, the disease 
existed before the sale, and though curable in its origin, had now 
become incurable. This certainly was not known to the plaintiff ; 
for who can believe, that if it was, he would have bought 1 He 
knew the slave to be sick, informed the vendor of it, and received 
for answer, that she was sold with a ivarranty of redhibitory dis- 
eases ; among these, the law has classed incurable ones, such as that 
under which the slave labored. It appears to me, the parties 
contemplated that the vendee's claim would depend on the issue 
of the disease. I think we ought to affirm the judgment of the 
parish court. 

Mathewsj J. I concur in this opinion, for the reasons therein 
expressed. Judgment aftirmed. 
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Hepp v. Paukeh. Jan. T. .1830. 20 Martin's Rep. 473. 

Per Cur. Portcry J. This is a redhibitory action, in which kix.w. 
there was judgment in the court of the first instance in favor of " 
the plaintiir. Tlic defendant appealed. The cause was submit- timt a Muv'n 
ted to a jury, and on the trial, tlie appellant took two bills of ex- IviihuTrii 
ceptions. One of them was to the opinion of the court prevent- [;','\' .'.f^rid! 
ing a witness answering the following question: "How many days 
before the plaintiff signed the bill of sale was it that he came and hIiowh Iih 
perused the bill of sale, as written in the records of G. R. Stringer, Siie^Jic was 
Esq., notary public ?" We think the judge erred. The answer jj^^"*"!}',!,'®' 
to the question could not, in any respect, contradict the act, not without 
even its date ; for non constat, whether the date was alTixed when 5,"",^^',"*^ 
the instrument was drawn out, or at the time it became a public [^/.'J ''jjf 
act by the signatures of the parties. the eiuve'a 

recovery- 

The object, declared in the bill of exceptions of putting this 
question, was to show that the plaintiff had the slave in possession, 
and was acquainted with him before he signed the bill of sale. 
The appellee urges, that if this were the object, it could not have, 
in any respect, weakened his case, or strengthened his adversary's, 
supposing the witness to have answered as the party calling ex- 
pected. Because, whether the plaintiff knew of the fact or not, 
at the time of the purchase, he is still protected, under the warranty. 
To this objection it has been answered, that the disease of ./hich 
the slave died, was one of those which, the law classes as an absoluft-; 
vice of body ; that consequently, the action can only be maintained 
under the 2496th article of the code, which confers it on the 
buyer, when the thing bought is either absolutely useless, or its 
use is so inconvenient and imperfect, that it must be supposed the 
buyer would not have purchased it, had he knoicn of the vice ; and 
that if the answer to the interrogatory would have induced the be- 
lief of the purchasfjr having a knowledge of the disease at the time 
he bought, then it was material it should be answered, because the 
presumption of ignorance, oh which the la\v gives an action, would 
be destroyed. This argument has also been supported, by refer- 
ence to the 2497th article of t^JC code, which declares, that appa- 
rent objects, such as the buyer might have discerned by simple in- 
spection, arc not araong the number of redhibitory vices. Know- 
ledge that a slave was diseased at the time of the sale, and a know- 
ledge that he was afflicted with an incurable disease, are two distinct 
things, and their effects on the right of the parties quite dissimilar. 
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It is almost incredible, that any person in his senses would buy 
property of this kind, and give a full price for it, unless he con- 
ceived he was protected by the warranty, and even then it is difli- 
cult to conceive any object in such a contract. If, indeed, as was 
said in the case of St. Romes and Pore, it appeared clearly, that 
the purchaser knew the nature and extent of the disease, and con- 
sented to purchase under all risks, the action of redhibition could 
not, perhaps, be maintained. But when the evidence is in the 
least degree equivocal, the presumption would be, that where a 
full price was given, tlie purchaser conceived the disease was other 
than incurable ; one that would yield to medicine. It is established 
in the present instance, that the slave died of an abscess in his 
Jungs. When the physician was first called in, which was seven 
or eight days after the date of the bill of sale, the negro was found 
to be alHicted with a cough, and difficulty of breathing. This 
cough existed at the time the contract was made, for it is in evi- 
dence that the defendant, when questioned in relation to it by the 
plaintiff, said, it was the remains of dysentery. Now, supposing 
the witness had established the fact of the plaintiff's having the 
slave in his possession some time before he sig'ncd the note, we do 
not see how it could have aided his defence. The presumption 
flowing from it would, only have confirmed a fact proved by 
other testimony, and in relation to which there does not appear to 
have been any dispute ; namely, that the plaintiff knew at the time 
he purchased the slave he was afflicted with a cough. We are 
clear this knowledge did not defeat his recourse in warranty, for 
there must not only be knowledge of a disease, but knowledge of 
one that is incurable, and of such a nature as to render the slave 
useless, or his use so inconvenient and imperfect, that the buyer 
bought under the hope or chance he might recover. J O Martin's 
Rep. 220. Although, therefore, the judge might very properly 
have admitted the evidence, we do not see any possible iuflucnce 
it could have had in the cause which would authorize us to remand 
it for a new trial. Judgment affirmed. 

8. 

The sa.no I^«<^wxsTON V. Cropper. Spring T. 1822. 1 Little's Rep. 173. 

l^jopiedm Brownston filed a bill against Cropper, alleging he purchased a 
Kemucky. negro of him, and she died in 16 days after ; that she had been sick 
of an inveterate and chronic disease from the hour of her sale, and 
that he had discovered she was laboring under the same-disease-long 
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belbrc the sale, to the knovFledge of Cropper, who represented her 
to be sound and healthy, which induced him to purchase her. It 
0 ppeared that the slave told Brownston at the time of the sale, that 
she was mortally sick, and could be of no service to him. The 
court held, that where the seller of a slave, represented her to be 
ill ^ood health, notwlthstandin;;^ the slave should state her true 
situation, it would not be notice to him so as to discharge the seller 
I'roni ais responsibility for the misrepresentation, there being a 
strong indisposition in slaves to be sold, and they by stratagem to 
avoid a sale, may frequently feign sickness, and the purchaser may 
well disbelieve them, and rely on the word of the seller. The 
constitutional court of South Carolina decided directly the reverse. 
They held that in an action for a breach of warranty of soundness, 
the declarations of the slave in relation to the disease were 
admissible. 1 Harper's Rep. 39. 

9. 

Smith v. Roavzee. Spring T. 1821. 3 Marshall's Rep. 527. 

Rowzce sold a negro girl to Smith. The contract was made at p„j jf 
Smith's house, he never having seen the giiL The next evening Jj'^^,,:;';^*',,"^ 
the irirl was sent to Smith's house, from which place she was im- state of 
mediately taken by Bishop, who had purchased her ol femith, to coaccaled 
his own house, about eight miles distant. He was obliged to stop JJ^c.'SS 
Avith her several times on the road, and finally was compelled to tlieinirdm- 
leave her at a neighboring house. She was immediately taken solved 
back to Smith's house, and the contract between Smith and Bishop coTracu 
rescinded. The girl remained at Smith's house, under the care 
of physicians, when she died. And Rowzee sued Bishop tor the 
price agreed upon at the time of the sale. Verdict for the plaintiff. 
The defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Juills, J. The plaintiff was no doubt acquainted 
with the debilitated state of the slave when he sold her. She had 
just recovered from a fit of sickness, and the plaintiff sent her to 
the bouse of the defendant veiled, to conceal the loss of part of her 
hair by fever. He said nothing about her sick or dangerous state. 
If he concealed these things, he was guilty of concealing the truth, 
which absolved the appellant from all obligations to pay for her, or 
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if ho gnve o coloring to the facts relative to her condition, he was 
guilty of a misrepresentation.* Judgment reversed. 

10. 

Executors of Hart v. Edwards. May T. ,1831. 2 Bailey's 

Rep. 306. 

Ami there Assumpsift on a promissory note, given for a slave, 
plioir wa'r^ s^^*^* looked very ill, and the auctioneer gave 

ramy fruiu notice, that " he had had the venerial, hut was well, or nearly 
whore tiu, well." The defendant gave $4G0. ; and if he had been entirely 
S'li^iS. well, would have hecn worth $30 or $40 more. The slave died 
ed withtlio gpven days after the sale. Verdict for plaintiff. Motion for a 

new trial, on the ground that there was an implied warranty arising 

from the price. 

Per Cur. Johnson, J. The defendant had notice, at the time he 
purchased the slave, that he was diseased ; and the evidence shows, 
satisfactorily, that his death was the consequence of that disease, 
or its incidents. And if he thought proper to purchase, without a 
warranty against its consequences, he was bound by it. Motion 
denied. 



* An express warranty excludes a prior one. Lamier v. Auld, 1 Murphy's Rep. 
133. And no particular form of expression is required to make an express warran- 
ty. Osgood V. Lewis, 2 Har. & Gill's Rep. 495. ; Bacon v. Brown, 3 Bibb's Rep. 35. 
And the jury are tf'iC proper judges whether the words amount to an express war- 
ranty or not. Ibid. DufTee v. Mason, 8 Cowen's Rep. 25. Borrekens v. Bevans, 
3 Rawlc's Rep. 32. Jackson v. Wetherell, 7 Serg. <& Rawle's Rep. 480. There 
can be then no definite rule laid down as lo what shall constitute an express warranty. 
As where the seller said, on tlie sale of a mare, she was safe, gentle, and kind, in har- 
ness , the court held it a representation, and not a waranty. Jackson v. Wetherell, 7 
Serg. & Rawle's Rep. 480. ; but where the seller said of a negro woman slave, that 
" she was of sound wind and limb, and free from all disease," the court held, that it 
was a warranty of the soundness of the slave. Cramer v. Bradshaw, 10 Johns Rep. 
434. And where the seller of a colt said, " there is nothing the matter with the colt ; 
it is well and sound, and will make a fine horse," the court said it might amount to 
a warranty, or it might be matter of opinion ; and the jury must judge from all the 
circumstances of the case, and how the words were understood by the parties. Duf- 
fee V. Mason, 8 Cowen's Rep. 25. ; Osgood et al. v. Lev/is, 2 Har. & Gill's Rep. 495. ; 
Borrekens v. Bevans et al , 3 Rawle's Rep. 23. And the rule seems to be, that in an 
express warranty of a chattel, it is immaterial whether the party making it knew it to 
to be false or not. Watts v. Mattingly, 1 Bibb's Rep. 244. 
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Davis v. Sandfoiid. Spring T. 18X5. C Little's Rep. 206. 

The appellant sold to the appellee u slave. The deed of bar- or oven of 
gain and sale contained a warranty that the negro was born a slave. w''«>"o 
It appeared the negro had been in the state of Ohio, and had, ior^knowi 
by the courts of that state, been declared free, which fact was ^cto'^bw- 
known to both parties. The seller alleging, that judgment de- 
daring the slave free, had no force or effect upon his rights, as be 
was not made a party. 

The court, Ch. J. Boyle, held, that the warranty was not broken; 
it not being alleged or proved, that the negro was not born a slave; 
and the justice of the case is with the seller, the buyer pun;hasing 
with a knowledge of all the facts, which was properly shown bj 
parol evidence. 

12. 

Otto*s Syndics v. David. January T. 1836. 9 Louisiana 

Rep. 59. 

This was an action to recover the price of a slave sold. A malady 

This sale took place in the afternoon of the 22d January, 1834, Jlere/^'S 
and was of a woman called Madeleine, for Jj5960, adjudicated to incurable, 

^ so OS to au- 

the plaintiff as the property of the insolvent. It appeared that thorize the 
Madeleine fell sick of the cholera, on the 24th of January, the day 2tion*3 
after she was delivered to the defendant, and regular medical aid ^e'Tde 
was administered ; but she died on the 25th of the same month. ^^^^ it^ 
The district judge decided, that a recision of the sale must take efforta of 
place ; the presumption being, that the disease existed at the time Sdf^^'^d 

of the sale. death en- 

sues with- 

On appeal, the court ordered, that the sale of the slave Magde- in three 
leine be rescinded and annulled, observing, that it has been con- 
tended in argument, that the cholera, the malady of which this 
slave died, is not an incurable disease in its first stages. The court 
is of a different opinion ; it considers the malady incurable, so far 
as to authorise the redhibitory action, when it baffles the efforts of 
regular medical aid, and death ensues, notwithstanding this aid is 
promptly administered. In this respect the judgment in the first 
instance, is correct, and the f edhibitory action is sustained. 
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13. 

Hawkins v. Biiown ct al. Oct. T. 1834. 7 Louisiana Rep. 
417. 6 Martin's Rep. 639. N. S. 

Parol cvi- Tlic action was l)roiight on two promissory notes. Tlie notes 
uS)lo"to ^vcrc given as part of the price of two negroes. The slaves be- 
].i()vc. lontccil to Thomas GlmbaU's succession, and were sold at auction. 

tin; ilodii- ° i - , , , N 1 r 

mtiousorti The crier stated that one ol them was not sound, ana irom cor- 
Stiou to versation with others, the defendants knew of the redhibitory vices 
the njcUii- ^\^^, gi^ves. The other slave was a runaway, and great thief, 
ofnlavos ut Vcrdict for plaintilK The defendants appealed. 
Uic sd«" R was contended, that testimonial proof could not be received 
but not tiie contradict the proees verbal, or written sale of the slaves, 
of'straugers There is no mention made of the redhibitory defects being declared 
by the seller or auctioneer, in the prochs verbal of this sale, which 
must he conclusive on this point. 

Per Cur. Martin^ J. The Louisiana code, art. 2498., provides 
that the vendee cannot urge redhibitory vices which were made 
known to him by the vendor, at or before the time of sale ; and 
authorizes parol evidence of these declarations. 

But we are compelled to say, that no declarations made by a 
stranger can have the same effect. The conversation of by-standers 
with either of the defendants were, in the opinion of the court, impro- 
perly admitted to exclude the legal warranty relied on, and the 
benefit of which is claimed by the defendants, unless they tended to 
establish the fact that the redhibitory vices complained of, had been 
declared by t1he vendor to the defendants. Judgment reversed. 

14. 

Hanks v. M'Kee. Fall T. 1822. 2 Little's Rep. 229. 
. . The appellant, in his declaration averred, that the appellee sold 

Disguising ri ' ' J r 

or uVisro- him a slave for $400, and represented the slave to be sound and 
the^'vio-'" healthy, except the phthisic, and she had it lightly, and it would 
or'raicnt '-^^ '^"y i^jwryj knowing at the same time his representa- 
ofajiiseiise tions werc false, and that she was laboring under the last stage of 
sale void, the disease, and that she died shortly after the sale. 

It appeared the wench was purchased at the house of the appel- 
lant. The appellee stated the wench was 19 years of age, mid- 
dling stature, large enough for any business, and was healthy, except 
she had the phthisic, and on these representations the appellant 
was induced to take the slave. He sent a messenger for the slave, 
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ttiul the appelkje not liaviufi; yot arrived, the messenger returned 
without her. Two days after, he sent the nieHsenger, who re- 
turned with the slave, who was siek and uniibU; to walk, and died 
at his house within three weeks after. The court instructed tlie 
jury, ** that it was the duty of the piaintitf, now appellant, to have 
used due diligence in discovering any defect which might belong 
to the negro." Verdict for defendant. 

Per Cur. That every person purchasing an article or commo- 
dity, which may be defective, may he bound to espy out any visi- 
ble defect, easy to be discovered, when the article is examined, and 
that the seller may not be responsible for such defects, will not be 
contested. But even then, if the seller uses any artifice, or dis- 
guises such defectSj or misrepresents them, or by false stateinf^nts 
induces the purchaser to waive the defect, and make the purchase, 
the defect notwithstanding, the seller may be made responsible. 
But the phthisic or asthma is not a disease of that palpable cha- 
racter, that a person is bound to notice it, certainly not the stage 
the disease has progressed. If the seller misrepresented even the 
violence of the disease, so as to induce the purchaser to buy, he 
is responsible. Judgment reversed. 

15. 

Gai^brath v. Whyte. April T. 1797. Haywood's Rep. 535. 

Per Our. Caveat einptor applies, where a man purchases an ar- ^o, also, 
article of personal property not in the vendor's possession. He di.-<aosc do- 
ought, in such case, to require a warranty ; the not being in pos- disSMuibL 
session, gives reason to doubt. Another case is, where the thing 
sold has some visible quality which lessens its value. Where it 
has a quality lessening its value, which is not discoverable by or- 
dinary inspection, it is otherwise. In such case, there is no need 
of any express warranty. Every man is bound to be honest. He 
ought to discover to the vendee, all such properties as., if known, 
might probably dispose him not to purchase. If a man sell an un- 
sound horse, whose disorder is not known, and receives full value, 
as for a sound horse, an action lies against the vendor ; and that 
action may be assumpsit, stating the sale, and that the vendor un- 
dertook to prove the horse was sound. See Thompson v. Tate, 
1 Murphy's Rep. 97. ; Sheber v. Robinson et al., 2 Murphy's Rep. 
33. ; Gilchrist v. Morrow, 2 Car. L. Rep. 607. ; Erwin v. Max- 
well, 3 Murphy's Rep. 241. ; Ayres v. Parks, '6 Hawks' Rep. 59. 
And so, also, where a sale is made by sample. Booi man and 
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Johnson v. Jenkins, 12 Wend. Rep. 666, ; Beebee v. Robert, 12 
Wend. Rep- 413. ; Andrews v. Kneeland, 6 Cowen"-* Rep, 364. 

16. 

Texada v. Camp. June T. 1824. Walker's Mississippi E.ep. 150. 

If A. Bella Per Cur. Ellis, J. Trespass on the case, on a warranty for 

7mty Z^^' the soundness of a negro woman sok] by texada to Camp. Plea 

SIlvo to'B. guilty. When this case was heard, the plaintiff produced a 

in an action bill of sale from defendant to plaintiff, which warrants the title, as 

gttiiiS' A? well as the health of the negro woman Malind, for and in consi- 

Smly!Tu9 deration of the sum of $475. It was also proved, that Camp had 

no defence ggi^ f\iQ neffro for ^S25 to one White : but said noffi o, soon after 

to on notion aw ^ , c ' 

that before the sale to White, and before the institution of this suit, died with 

tionKoid the venereal disease. Upon this evidence the defendant's counsel 
slavr"to a "™^^*^d court to instruct the jury, 1st. That if they should be of 
third ger- opinion, from the evidence, that the plaintiff ought to recover, that 
that no re- then the measure of damages should be the difference between 
beenlaS ^^^^ y&\\ie of the slavc at the time of sale and warranty, and 
gainst B. what would have been her value at that time, if sound. 2d. That 
if plaintiff, had sold said slave, which appeared from the evidence, 
he could not recover from the defendant, unless a recovery had 
been had against him. But the court overruled the motion, and 
charged the jury expressly, that if they found by the evidence, that 
the slave in question was worthless, and had at the time of the sale 
the disease of which she died, that the measure of damages should 
be the sum paid for the negro by Camp, without saying any thing 
about interest, leaving that matter entirely discretionary with the 
jury. To which opinion the counsel excepts, &c. 

The only question raised by the assignment of errors, is as to 
the measure of damages. The general rule upon this subject 
cannot be mistaken. In trover, it would be the value of the pro- 
perty at the time of conversion ; but according to better and later 
decisions, the rule has been extended. As for instance, in trover 
for money in a bag, the measure of damages would be the amount 
of the sum, with interest, from the time of conversion. So, in a 
similar action for a slave, the jury would be instructed to give 
the value of property at the time of conversion, with its yearly 
value from the same period, up to the rendition of the judgment of 
the court. See the case of Thomas Hinds v. William Terry, re- 
ferred from Jefferson county, where these principles are clearly 
established. 14 Johns. Rep. 122. In the case before us, Texada 
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Bokl a negro to Camp for $4,15, and on the 29th of Scptcmbci^ 
1821, warranted her to be sound m body and mind. Accordin||; 
to the finding :pf the jury, she was worthless, and unsound, on tjifj 
day of warrat^ty, and I think the judge instructed the jury correctly, 
and might with propriety have gone further, and cliarged them to 
liave found a full verdict, with interest from the day of the date of 
the warranty, as I am fully persuaded the defence sought to be 
maintained by the defendant, cannot be supported by the rules and 
principles of the law. 

Will the vices and illegalities of a contract between Camp and 
White, be a matter of good defence by Texada in the present case, 
on a seperate and distinct contract 1 I presume not. As if A. 
receives money to the use of B. on an illegal contract between 
B. and C, he shall not be allowed to set up the illegality of the 
contract, as a defence in an action brought against him for the 
money of B. See the case of Levant v. Elliott, in 1 Bos. & 
Pull. So, in this case, Texada shall not be allowed to set up the 
illegal contract of Camp and White, as a matter of defence be- 
fore the court and jury, because he has received a full price for 
his negro upon the warranty ; and by that alone he must be an- 
swerable, it being the contract upon which this action is founded. 
I will not deny but that Camp will be liable to White, whenever 
he may think proper to establish his claim, but that a party to a 
suit at law, can travel out of the express terms of his contract, by 
which his liability has been created, when the jury have said the 
property warranted was not worth one cent, is claiming too great 
an indulgence at the hands of the court. Let the judgment of 
the court below be affirmed. Judgment against the principal and 
security. 

17. 

Millar v. Coffman. March T. 1829. 19 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 556. S. P. Lawrence v. M'Farlanb, 19 Martin's The causes 

* for which a 

Rep. 558. reduction 

in the prire 

Per Cvr. Porter, J. The quesion which this case presents is, g^jj'^i^g*^® 
whether the buyer of a slave afflicted with a disease which was claimed are 
curable in its nature, and cured, has an action on reduction of the as^thosefor 
price. The services of the slave were lost to the purchaser for j^c'ision'of 
about sixty days. The court below thought he has not, and gave tj>e sde^^ 
judgment for the defendant. The plaintiff appealed. The judge, ananded. 
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under the 2623d article of the Louinana Code, assimilated the claim 
for a reduction in the price to the action for redhibition, and 
concluded that, as in the latter action, the contract could not be set 
aside, unless the slave was afflicted with some vice or defect which 
rendered him absolutely useless, or his use so inconvenient or 
imperfect that it must be supposed the buyer would not have 
purchased him had he known of his imperfections ; the plaintiff 
could not demand any reduction for a defect which did not fall 
within cither of the causes that furnish ground for redhibition. 
We think the judge did not err. The article 2522, in our opinion, 
places the causes for the reduction of price on the same ground 
as those of redhibition, and we are unable to say, from a considera- 
tion of the proof offered in this instance, that had the plaintiff been 
informed of the disease under which the slave labored, he would 
not have purchased him. Judgment affirmed, with costs. 

18. 

Desdanes v. Miller. Jan. T. 1824. 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 53. 

WF^naju- Per Cur. Mathews, J. This suit is brought to recover the value 
a^lavewho of a certain female slave, described in the petition, on account of a 
qSfently ^" redhibitory disease with which she is stated to have been afflicted 
died, had a at, and before the time of sale and delivery to the plaintiff. The 
tion/ar/md answer of the defendant denies the right of the plaintiff to proceed 
timrof aalo directly against him, alleging that he is only surety in the warranty 
l?/tht«reof expressed in the act of sale, and not principal. It contains also a 
the court' general denial, and a prayer for a jury. The cause was submitted 
fairly pre^ to a jury in the court below, who found a special verdict, on which 
thp™di8eS judgment was rendered for the plaintiff, and the defendant appealed, 
was incur,'*- The jury find that the slave in question, had the consumption at 
and before the time of the sale and transfer to the plaintiff, and 
that she died of that disease. This finding, the defendant insists, 
does not support the judgment thereon rendered, because the jury 
have not found that the disease was incurable in its nature. But 
as the jury do not negative the fact of its incurability, this, from, 
their finding, and other evidence in the case, may have been fairly 
intended by the judge. Judgment affirmed. 
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19. 

Price v. Baiir. Spring T. 1816, 6 Little's Rep. 216. 

The plaintiff declared, that the defendant, by a certain writing, A u«rmn. 
did sell to the plaintiff a certain negro boy for $400, and did then \i^ln^au^ 
and there, by the said writing, warrant the said negro boy to be [jji'^^ ''JJ;,^^, 
sound ; which said negro boy was then and there, at the time of runtotl is 
the said sale and warranty unsound. th« Ume^f 

The court charged the jury, that if the slave was unsound at the 5',"^ [uin a 
delivery, it was unimportant whether he was sound or unsound at 
the time ol the sale. thereafter. 

Per Cur. Boyle, Ch. J. The court below erred in their instruc- 
tions to the jury. The court seems to predicate their opinion upon 
the fact, that the delivery of the boy, by the defendant to the plain- 
tilF, did not take place until some time after the contract was made. 
This will not justify the opinion of the court. A contract of sale, 
transfers the property in the thing sold, from the seller to the per- 
chaser, without delivery, insomuch, that an action of detinue may 
be maintained by the latter against the former, for a detention of 
the sale. 1 Chitty's PI. 118. And if a future time be agreed upon 
for the delivery, the thing sold is at the risk of the purchaser, until 
the time of delivery, unless otherwise stipulated between the parties. 
2 Black. Com. 452. ; Shep. Touch, 224. The seller may, indeed, 
bind himself by contract, to warrant the thing sold shall continue 
sound after the sale ; but in this case the defendant is alleged to 
have warranted the boy sound, and not that he should be so there- 
after. 

20. 

TiMROD V. Shoolbread, 1 Bay's Rep. 324.; Lester v. Ex'rs. 
OF Graham, 1 Const. Rep. 183. ; Mitchell v. Dubois, 
1 Const. Rep. 360.; Rouple v. M'CAiiTy, 1 Bay's Rep. 
480. 

Assumpsit for the value of a family of negroes, sold at auction r^i^^ 
for one hundred and seventy pounds. One of the nec-roes died ""P'ies 

*^ * ° a warranty 

the next day ot the small pox, and consequently must have been of soii»<l- 
infectcd before the sale. The plaintiff did not know the ne-groes S?v^ '"^ 
were infected. ^""^'^ 

rolma sold 

Per Cur. Burke and Bay, J. In every contract all imaginable for a full 
fairness ought to be observed, especiaily in the sale of negroes, 
which are a valuable species of property in this country. It has 
been decided often in our courts, that selling for a sound price 
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raises in laW^>a warranty of the soundness of the thing sold, and if 
it turns out otherwise, it is a good ground for the action of assump- 
sit, to recover back the money paid. Powell on Cont, p. 150. Tlilii 
warranty extends to all faults known and unknown to the s^lle'r. 
Verdict for the plaintiff, deducting the value of the dead negro at 
the time of sale. 

21, 

TuiBBLE V. Oldham. Dec. T. 1830. 5 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 

139. 

It ia a con- Held by the court, that a warranty of soundness in a bill of sale 
tract. ^ slave, is an executory contract. It is a contract to do some 

duty. duty results from.it; and this obligation is not merely 
implied — ^it is express. The warranty, is a guarantee or assurance 
y of indemnity. It is a stipulation, and a contract to do some act. 
Hlmiltott j| Wagner, 2 Marshall's Rep. 331. 

22. . 

Ditto v. Helms et al., Spring T. 1829. 2 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 120. 
The Oneida Manxtpacturing Society % Lawrence, 4 
i Gowen's Rep. 440. ; Whitney v. Suttoj^t, 11 Wend. Rep. 

441.; BuFFEE y. Mason, 8 Gowen's Rep. 25. 

cukr^ftrm Action on a warranty on the sale of a negro girl, in the follow- 
of words ing words : "The said Helms and Shackelford do forever warrant 
su^ Hetes- defend the title of the said negro, from all persons whatever, 
a warran- claiming or to claim her and likewise state, that "we. have sold 
her, to said Ditto as a sound and healthy negro." 

The question was, whether the writing amounted to a warranty, 
or was only an affirmation of the condition of the slave. 

Per Cur. Robertson, Ch. J. W'e think it amounts to a warranty. 
No described form of words is necessary to constitute a warranty. 
Any words will be sufficient which will show that it was the inten- 
' tion of the parties that there should be a warranty. 

23. 

Beal's heirs v. De Gruy. June T. 1831. 2 Louisiana Rep. 468. 

Redhibito- The plaintiff, under an order of the court of probates, sold at 
Sould^^^be auction two slaves to the defendant for J 11 60. And this suit was 
princfpally ^^^"o^^* compel the defendant to comply with the terms of sale, 
by the cir- The auswer alleged, that one of the slaves was afflicted with an 
ces of each incurable disease. The testimony of the physician was, that the slave 
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was afflicted with Farices, and that it had been of long standing, ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
and the value of the slave was diminished one third. The court "»i«8« tbo 
$^ave judgment for the reduction of price, and the defendant isSoCl^ 
appealed. 

Per Cur. Mathews^ J. In support of the plaintifF*8 right to ob- ty of courts 

tain judgment, his counsel relies on the art. 2496 of the Louisiana iWr'deduc* 

Code, and a decision found in 8 Martin's Rep. 313. That decision prico,*'and 

was made under an article in the old code similar to that cited not void 
, . tuo Blue, 

trom the new. It appears to be difficult to reduce tlie doctrine of 

redhibition to any precise and explicit rules, calculated to apswer 
the ends of justice in every case which may arise. Questions 
relating to redhibitory vices and defects in things sold, must be 
solved principally in relation to the peculiar facts and circtimstan- 
ces of each particular case. With regard to the bodily defects 
and vices of slaves, our law divides them into two classes : one & 
denominated absolute, and the other relative. The f<Dt|fher in!\ll 
cases afford a legal ground of redhibition ; the latter may also fur- 
nish a good cause for an entire recision of the contract of sale, or a 
reduction of price, according to the facts of each particular case. 
In the present suit, there is no evidence that shows the disease of 
the slave alleged to be defective, to be of the class defined as abso- 
lute. A. physician, tb.-^ only witness examined in relation to it, who 
was called by the vendee, declares his opinion, that it is not incu- 
rable ; but that from its nature, so long as it endures, interruptions 
to the servides of the slave afflicted, would be a necessary : conse- 
quence ; that it appeared t^|, Mtit, to have been of Gonsiderable 
duration ; and from this circumstance, difficult of cure. He con- 
cludes the slave in question to be worth one third less in conse- 
quence of the diseased statfe, than she would be if sound. The 
disease appears to be an enlargement of the veins in one of her legs. 

On this testimony we are obliged to determiiie, whether or not 
the disease proven, constitutes a redhibitory defect. 

The article of the code cited, (2496) defines "redhibition to be 
the avoidance of sale, on account of some vice or defect in the 
thing sold, which renders it either absolutely useless, or its use so 
inconvenient and imperfect that it must be supposed the buyer 
would not have purchased it had he known of the vice." The arti- 
cle 2497 declares, that " apparent defects, that is, such as the 
buyer might have discovered by simple inspection, are not among 
the number of redhibitory vices." The true meaning of this arti. 
cle is not very perspicuous : that is, whether the defect should be 
17 
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open and apparent to the buyer by a view of the object offered for 
sale in the manner which it is exhibited to his sight, or whether he 
ia not bound to inspect and examine it with the care and caution 
ordinarily used by prudent men on such occasiDns. 

It isj however, unnecessary to give any interpretations to it in 
the present case, in consequence of the conclusion to which tlie 
article 2501 necessarily leads us. There is a clause in this article, 
which we believe did not exist in the old code, that seems to con- 
trol, in a great liegree, that part of the article (2496) relative to 
the inconvenience and imperfeclion of the use of things pur- 
chased. 

Ai'ter the distinction of bodily defects or vices in slaves into abso- 
lute and relative, it is declared, that the former are those of which 
the bare existence give rise to the redhibitory action. But "rela- 
tive vices are those which give rise to it, only in proportion to the 
degree in which they disable the obiect sold." From' this we con- 
elude, that unless the object sold be absolutely useless, it is rather 
the duty of courts of justice to make a fair deduction from the 
price, than entirely to avoid the sale, especially, when the real 
value of the thing bears any reasonable proportion to the price 
agreed upon. The diminution of value, in consequence of the dis- 
ease of the slave, in the present instance, is estimated by the 
defendant's witness at one third less than the price stipulated ; 
and we perceive nothing, in the whole testimony of the cause, 
which requires our interference, in relation to the conclusion of 
the court below, on the relative value of the two slaves purchased 
by the defendant. 

24. 

M'FiiRLANE V. MooHE. Sept. T. 1805. 1 Overton's Rep .174. 

2 Bay's Rep. 17. 

The defect Action upon the case in the nature of a deceit. M'Farlane 
inateriaL purchased of the dcfendimt a negro woman ibr a full price, and 
took a bill of sale. The declaration averred, that the slave had 
been in a sickly state for some time, and that the defendant knew 
of her sickness. A physician stated that he thought her incurable, 
in consequence of the improper use of mercury, and that she 
died soon after the sale. Verdict for the plaintilf. ' Kule for a new 
trial. 

Per Cur. Overton, J. The questions for the consideration of the 
jury were, First. Was there a defect in the property sold 1 Second- 
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ly. If a o'cfcct existed, was it a material one ? Thirtlly. Did the 
defendant know of the defect before the sale ? They found all 
these facts in favor of the plaintiO; and have assessed damages to 
the value of the negro. It has been objected, that [.arol proof has 
been improperly received ; that the whole extent of the contract is 
embraced by the bill of sale ; and nothing can be iin|)lie(l or pre- 
sumed ; hnt sitggestio falsi and supprfissio veri are sufllcicntto invali- 
date a contract on the ground of fraud. And the reception of 
evidence to show the soundness or unsou.idness of the woman, at 
the time of the sale, does not contradict or vary the bill of sale. 

25. 

Smith V. Miller. Fall T, J812. 2 Bibb's Rep. 

The appellee sold to the appellant, a negro boy, evidenced by ^"j^J^^^l^ j,,, 

writing, in these words : "Rec'd of Wm. Smith, of Lexington, expre.sH . 

J . , » 1 1-1 • 1 . A warranty it 

$liOO for a negro boy named Abram, which negro is sound and ^^„j^t ,,e a- 
healthy, and I warrant the title of said boy against the claim or 
claims of every person whatever, as witness my hand this 2Gth of am knew of 
March, 1810." The appellant moved the court to mstruct the goundncss. 
jury, that if they were of opinion that the defendant sold the ne- 
gro in the declaration mentioned to the appellant, with a warranty 
of his 'Soundness, that the negro, at the time of the sale and warran- 
ty, was unsound, and of which unsoundness he afterwards died, that 
the appellant had a right to recover such damages as they should 
think he v/as entitled to from the evidence. The court refused to 
give the instruction, and the appellant appealed. 

Per Cur. Owsly, J. This bill of sale, which affirms that the negro 
is sound, does not amount to an express warranty of soundness. 
That the appellee did not intend to warrant the negro sound, we 
think evident from the writing. It contains an acknowledgment 
of the receipt of the money for which the negro was sold ; a repre- 
sentation that he was sound, and an express warranty of title. 
Had the appellee intended to warrant the negro sound, it is most 
reasonable to suppose the warranty would have been so worded 
as to embrace it. Wheie there is no express warranty, but only 
an affirmation of soundness at the time of sale, in an action for a 
false affirmation, the declaration should charge that the vendor 
knew the article was unsound. Here there is no such averment ; 
and having declared on the warranty of soundness, when there is 
none, the judgment of the circuit court must be affirmed. 
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36. 

Lewis v. Cooper. Feb. T. 1814. 1 Cook's Eep< 467. 
Extent of The court left the question undecided, whether the warranty of 
IlsUHiS title of a negro woman, would extend to the increase. 

crcaso. 

37. 

Glasscock v. Wells. 1813. 1 Cook's Rep. 262. ; S. P. 
Baldwin v. We.st, Hard. Rep. 50. 

Generally. The court held, that, upon a warranty, the vendor is liable for 
defects not known at the time of the sale : but he is not liable for 
unknown defects if he make no warranty. 

38. 

Waters v. MATTiNaLY. Fall T. 1808. 1 Bibb's Rep. 244. 
And the The defendant sold the plaintiff a horse, and warranted him 
appHe/"to sound. It was proved that the horse was unsound, immediately 
dlattef*^"^ after he came into the possession of the plaintiff. The court, 
Edwards, Ch. J, held, that where there was an express represen- 
tation, which turns out unti ue, it is immaterial whether the party 
making it knew it to be false, or not. Bibb. Prather de Pr. Dec. 
153. ; Pile v. Shannon, Har. 55. ; Ferrin v. Taylor, 3 Cranch, 270. 

The same principle was decided by Judge Cranch, in Stewart 
v. Johnson, June T. 1830, circuit court U. S., Washington, (MS.) 

29. 

Hancock v. Ship. Spring T. 1829. 1 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 

437. 

Suit on. Robertson, Ch. J. The objection to the declaration is 

not valid. Although a written warranty be given, an action on 
the case may be sustained for fraud in the warranty. Such suits 
are not unusual. They are sustained by authority and principle. 
For the simple warranty suit must be brought " ex contractUy^ and 
of course must be covenant, if the warranty be in writing. But 
whether it be written or parol, suit for a fraud in making it, should 
be case ex delicto. 
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(B.) Of the warranty of moral qualitxks. 

1. 

Xenes v. Taquinto et al. April T. 1829. 19 Martin's 

Louisiana Rep. 678. 

Per Cur. This is an action of redhibition to annul the sale of l^runlton- 
a slave, and recover part of the price for her, and to be exone- mcntui, not 
rated from the payment of the balance due. The general issue liefiC nlld 
was pleaded in tae court of the first instance, and the defendant's ""^ , 

ji • 1 ' mi ground oi 

vendor cited m warranty. The cause was submitted to a jury rt'dhibi- 
who found for the plaintiff. Judgment was rendered on this ver- 
diet against the defendant, and in his favor against Shift, from 
whom he had purchased. From this judgment, both the defend- 
ants and the party called in warranty, have appealed. The vice, 
to which the slave is charged in the petition to be subject, is ha- 
bitual drunkenness. The evidence establishes satisfactorily the 
allegation. The only question, therefore, presented for our deci- 
sion, is, whether the defect be such a one as authorizes the pur- 
chaser of a slave to it, to have the sale rescinded. 

The purchase was made since the enactment of the late amend- 
ments to our code, and must be governed by them. The 2496th 
article of that work defines redhibition to be, ",the avoidance of 
a sale on account of some vice or defect in the thing sold, which 
renders it either absolutely useless, or its use so inconvenient and 
imperfect, that it must be supposed the buyer would not have pur- 
chased it had he known of the vice." 

The 2500th article divides the defects of slaves into two classes: 
vices of body, and vices of character. In the 2503d, some of 
the vices of the body are defined, and others are stated to be con- 
tained in the 2496th article, which we have already cited. But 
with regard to those of character, the next article expressly de- 
clares, that they are confined to cases where the slave has commit- 
ted a capital crime, where he is convicted of theft, and where he 
is in the habit of running away. No reference is made, as in the 
article relating to their bodily defects, to the previous provision 
which mak es any disease a cause of redhibition, which renders the 
services of the slave so difficult and interrupted, that it is presumed 
the buyer would not have purchased had he been aware of them. 
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And that the failure to make the reference did not proceed 
from inattention, is manifest by the 2506th article, which succeeds 
that just noticed, wherein the defects in other animals are extended 
to the cases supposed in the 349Cth. So that the cause turns on 
the inquiry, is drunkenness a vice of body, or of character ? Is 
it mental, or physicull We think it must be classed among the 
vices which our code denominates those of character. It has of 
late, we believe, been made a question by physiologists, whether the 
disposition to an immoderate use of ardent spirits, did not arise as 
much from physical temperament as from moral weakness. In 
cases of long indulgence in the habit, it is quite probable the body 
may require a continuance of the stimulus, and that the desire for 
the use of it may spring as much from physical lassitude, as from 
moral depravity. But on this subject the court has a safer guide 
than the conflicting opinions of medical men. By the ancient ju- 
risprudence of the country, the vice of drunkenness was consi- 
dered one of the mind. And the terms used in our legislation 
must be understood In the sense In which they were used in that 
jurisprudence, unless another meaning be expressly given to them 
by legislative authority. We conclude, then, that the allegation 
made in the petition does not furnish ground for setting aside the 
sale. It has been contended, that there was fraud in the defend- 
ant concealing from the plalntlfit the defect to which the slave 
was addicted. But unless the vice was one which furnished ground 
foi redhibition, there was no fraud in concealing it, or, in other 
words, there was no obligation in the seller to communicate It to 
the buyer. 

2. 

Gaillard v. Labat et al. Dec. T. 1835, 9 Louisiana Rep. 17. 

But a frau- The plalntiif alleged in his petition, that he had purchased of the 
cealmentof defendant a slave, named Marie Jeanne, and her daughter Cecilia, 
grmmd^for ^^'^^ $1000, for a house servant ; that the defendant 

rescinding knew that the slave was an habitual drunkard, and not worthy to be 
tr^t trusted ; and prays the sale may be avoided as fraudulent, and the 
defendant be compelled to refund the price. The jury found a 
verdict for the plaintiff, rescinding the sale, and restoring the slaves 
to the defendant, and requiring him to return the price. The de- 
fendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Bullardy J. This is not an action for redhibition. 
The plaintiff claims a recislon of the contract, not on the ground 
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that such a habit forms a redhibitory defect in a slave, but on the 
alleged false assertion, on the part of the defendant, of the quali- 
ties of the slave in question, on a fraudulent concealment of her 
vices and defects, and he relies upon article 1841 of the Louisiana 
Code. But whether the defendant knew of the existence of the 
vice of drunkenness, and concealed it, is a question for the jury, 
and judgment rescinding the sale will be affirmed, when the ver- 
dict finding the fraud is not so unsupported by evidence as to 
authorize the court to disturb it. 

3. 

Chretien v. Theaiid. June T. 1824. 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 582. 

Per Cur. PorteVy J. This is a redhibitory action, in which the An nllcga- 
plaintilT seeks to return a slave he purchased from the defendant, Svetvasa 
and get back the price. The defect alleged is, that the slave is 
a thief, and addicted to robbery, and it is further charged, that the evidence 
vendor knew he had those vices, at the time he sold him. The in the habit 
evidence establishes, very si^tisfactorily, that the slave was a thief stealing, 
at the time he was sold ; — that he committed theft after he came 
into the possession of the plaintiff; and that the defendant well 
knew he was addicted to this vice at the time he sold him. Several 
grounds of defence have been presented in this court against the 
right of the petitioner to recover. First. That the allegations in the 
petition do not correspond with the proof. The first objection 
was supported by the counsel for defendant, on the ground that 
the petition charged the slave with being addicted to robbery^ and 
that the evidence went to prove he was in the habit of stealing. A 
recurrence to the petition shows that this exception is not well 
founded. It does not merely charge that the slave was addicted 
to robbery. It avers also, that he was a thief ; that he had a pro- 
pensity to thieving, and it sets out a particular act of larceny. 
These allegations fully authorized the introduction of the evidence 
taken on the trial, and even if they did not, the defendant could 
not claim the benefit of the variance in this court, when he suffered 
the proof to be received without objection, in that of the first 
instance. 
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4. 

Owen v. Ford. Nov. T. 1823. 1 Harper's Rep. 25. 

In South Per Cur. Richardscmy J. In the case of Richard Smith v. 
£"f'i"'\,o M*Call, 1 M'Cord's Rep. 220., this court decided, that there is no 
wSuntyof ""P^'^^^ warranty of the moral qualities of a slave arising from the 
ilus niei'e sale and price paid. As where a slave was sold who had 

u'sfuve." " committed burglary, the fact being unknown to both the seller 
and the purchaser. After the sale the slave was convicted, and his 
ears were cropped, held, that the implied warranty did not extend 
to the loss of the value of the slave by the punishment. 

5. 

Ails v. Bowman. March T. 1831. 2 Louisiana Rep. 251. 

The habit ^^^^f'^tirii J. There is only evidence of the slave 

of running having ran away once while in the appellee's possession, and this 

iiway ja not . i , . r . 

made out does uot constitute a habit ot runnmg away. 

by proof of 

ono act. Q 

BocoD V. Jacobs. May T. 1831. 2 Louisiana Rep. 408. 

Even im- j^^** 'Martin, J. Circumstances posterior to the sale, may 

after'die'^ have some weight in the scale of evidence, in determining on the 
sale. existence of a previous habit ; but we Jo not think that the mere 

fact of running away immediately after the sale, added to a single 

instance before, may be received as evidence of an anterior habit. 

It may be the consequence of he displeasure of being sold, or of 

his dislike of the owner. 



Duncan v. Covallus' Ex'rs. January T. 1817. 4 Martin's 

Louisiana Rep. 571. 

If a slave 

bed'^frthe ^- 'r^® petition states that the plaintiff 

bill of sale purchased from the defendants a negro slave for $900, under the 
mestique, ^ assurance they gave him, that he was a good domestic, good coach- 
Vriqueke/^ man, and good brickmaker, and possessed of the confidence of his 
and he be former owner, whose executors they are ; that there has been a 
brrgood gross fraud practised on him by the defendants ; that the plaintiff, 
am/T'^ fully confiding in the assurance they gave him, signed the bill of 



coachman, g^ie virithout readini? it ; not believing that any thins? contained 

and bnck- ' ,i, , . i . 

n^aker, therein would have been mserted contrary to, or m opposition of 
iul^ce.*'^ the formal assurances given him, in relation to the qualities of the 
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slave, in which he avers he was deceived. The petition next sets 
forth, that the slave has made several attempts to run away, and is 
by habit a drunkard and thiel*, and was in the said bad practices 
long before the sale, at least in the knowledge of one of the defend- 
ants. It concludes with a prayer for the recision of the sale. 
Urquhart, one of the defendants, being interrogated by the plaintilf, 
answers, that he gave no assurances as to the virtues, vices, or talents 
of the slave ; that he knew nothing of him, except that he called 
himself a coachman. The bill of sale was introduced as evidence 
of the assurances stated in the petition ; the defendants therein 
warrant the negro sold, free from redhibitory diseases only, as well 
as of any lien or mortgage, but not as to any redhibitory viccj 
declaring that they do not know the slave. In the description of 
him, he is stated to be 25 years of age, a good domestic, coachman 
and brick maker: hon domestique, cocker, et brequetier. Four witnes- 
ses, introduced by the plaintiff, declared, that the slave was, from 
he moment he was taken into the family of the plaintiff, that is, 
immediately after the sale, a worthless, idle, drunken fellow, and 
knew nothing of the business of a coachmaiL A witness intro- 
duced by the defendants deposed, that he knew the slave, who 
was the deceased's coachman, and bore a good character; another, 
the deceased's overseer, deposed he kne w the slave during a period 
of two years, while he belonged to the deceased ; that he was at 
first employed as a brickmaker, was next the deceased's coach- 
man, and afterwards as the driver of his other slaves ; that he was 
a very faithful servant, and had the confidence of his master, who 
was very severe to his slaves ; that he saw the negro drunk but 
once, and he never attempted to run awav ; that the deceased gave 
^1800 dollars for him and his wife. On this the district judge gave 
judgment for the plaintiff. The defendants appealed. 

The statement of facts is composed of the bill of sale, and the 
depositions of the above witnesses, and the defendant's counsel has 
waived any objection to the want of an averment in the petition of 
the falsity of so much of the bill of sale as relates to the slave being 
a good coachman ; he contends, that they are not liable for any but 
physical or bodily defects, having declared that the warranty did 
not extend to moral ones, vices ; and that the plaintiff has failed in 
the proof of the knowledge, in the defendants, of any circumstance 
which they were bound to disclose. That the allegation, that the 
slave was sold as a good domestic, a good coachman, and a good 
brickmaker, is not supported by the proof offered ; the bill of sale 
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representing the slave as a coachman, not a good coachman ; that 
the defendants, knowhig the slave to have been the deceased's 
coachman, might well describe him as a coachman ; that in the 
phrase used, the adjective^ according to the French language, go- 
verns only the substantive, which it immediately precedes, and is not 
necessarily applicable to others in the phrase, ban domcsliquCj cc- 
c/ier hrlqiMer; that, if it be doubtful whether the adjective is to be 
extended to the two last substantives, the construction must be in 
favorum solutionis. That these witnesses prove, that the slave was 
a good domestic, since he had been selected to oversee his fellow 
servants ; had a good character ; that he never attempted to run 
away, and was seen drunk but once in two years. The plaintiff's 
counsel contends, that he has proved that the slave was deficient 
in the quality which induced him to purchase ; that he knew 
nothing of the business of a coachman ; that he was not a good 
domestic, since four witnesses swear that he has been, ever since 
the purchase, an idle, worthless, and drunken fellow. This court is 
of opinion, that the evidence, introduced by the defendants, repels 
all the allegations of fraud made by the plaintiff, and supports the 
averment they made, that the slave sold was a good domestic, a 
coachman, and brickmaker ; for we think, with their counsel, that 
the adjective bon, does not necessarily attach to any but the imme- 
diate substantive, domcstique, and that if there be any doubt, the 
construction ought to be made so as to lessen, rather than to in- 
crease the obligation. Perhaps a literal translation into the English 
language might present a different idea. And the rule of the com- 
mon law of England is in opposition to that which we are to 
follow. The common law says, verba fortius accipiunler contra 
proferentem ; the civil law requires the constructions to be infavO' 
rum solutionis. Neither is the testimony of defendant's witnesses 
much weakened by that of those of the plaintiff's, though the latter be 
more numerous. These sw^ear, that the slave knew nothing of the 
business of a coachman, and is an idle, worthless, and drunken fellow. 
He might conceal his skill from his dislike of a new master ; a great 
indulgence might render him idle, and free access to liquors might 
induce him to drink to excess ; and he consequently would appear 
idle, drunk, and worthless. 

But this does not disprove what is sworn on the opposite side : 
that, previous to the sale, under a severe master, he was a faithful ser- 
vant, bore a good character, and possessed the confidence of the 
deceased ; circumstances which strongly justify the assertion of 
the defendants, that he was a good domestic. The depositions of 
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the plaintiff's witnesses do not disprove what is sworn by those of 
the defendants, that the slave was a coachman and brick maker. 
Judgment for defendants. 

8. 

loAii V. SiJAES. January T. 1835. 7 Louisiana Rep. 517. 
This was a redhibitory action to annul the sale of a slave, and re- Cra«i 
cover back the price, on the ground of redhibitory vice of craziness. i^'in^So- 
The plaintiff alleged, that he purchased of the defendant a «lave ^l^*'' 

J " . 7 , «. where 

named Kate, for which ho paid ^500, and in two or three days it isnotap- 
aftcr it was discovered the slave was crazy, and run away, and that lumyuio^^ 
the vices were known to the defendant. 

The witnesses stated she was very stupid ; that on being told to 
do one thing she would do another; and that she was unsafe to be 
trusted about the house, on account of the danger of setting fire to 
it ; that she wandered olf, and was fmally put in the parish jail of 
an adjoining parish, as a runaway. 

The district judge gave judgment, that with regard to the mental 
malady of the slave, the evidence and a personal inspection satis- 
fied him she was so far destitute of mental capacity as to render 
her either absolutely useless, or the use so inconvenient, that it 
was to be presumed the buyer would not have purchased had he 
known of the vice. The defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Bullard, J. It was contended, that Kate was not 
crazy, but only stupid, and stupidity is nut madness; but, on the 
contrary, an apparent defect, against which the defendant did not 
warrant. Mere dulness of look is certainly apparent ; but that 
degree of stupidity or want of intelligence, which results from a 
defective organization, is rather idiocy than stupidity. The code 
enumerates madness (folic,) among the absolute vices of slaves 
which give rise to the action of redhibition. 

Whether the subject of this action is idiotic from nativity, or 
is laboring under one of the numberless derangements of an intel- 
lect originally sound, is a question which cannot be answered, 
without further knowledge of her history, than the record afibrds. 
Nor do we consider it material, inasmuch as the code has declared, 
that a sale may be avoided on account of any vice or defect, which 
renders the thing either absolutely useless, or its use so inconveni- 
ent and imperfect, that it must be supposed the buyer would not 
have purchased with a knowledge of the vice. We are satisfied 
that the slave in question was wholly, and perhaps worse than 
useless. 
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9. 

Landreaux et al. v. Campbell. June T. 1830. 20 Martin's ' 

Louisiana Rep. 478. 

When the Mathews, J., delivered the opinion of the court. This is a rcd- 
rediiibitory hibitory action, in which the plaintiffs claim restitution of the price 
not"'inaui. of a slave, named Ned, which they allege was affected with the 
Siiiin'^"*'^ absolute vice of madness, (as denominated by the La Code,) at 
Sfer the^" ^"'*^® ^^^^^ purchased him from the defendant. They obtained 
Bale, evi- judgment in the court below, from which the latter appealed. A 
jlo'givenof decision of tho cause depends principally on matters of fact, ap- 
iisprevioufl pji^jable to the provisions of the 2508lh art. of the code. Ac- 
cording to these provisions, " a buyer who institutes the redhibito- 
ry action must prove, that the vice existed before the sale was 
made to him. But when it has made its appearance within three 
days immediately following the sale, it is presumed to have existed 
before the sale." In the present case there is no evidence which 
shows the existence of the malady or vice previous to the sale. 
Several witnesses were examined on the part of the" defendant, who 
proved the soundness of the slave in question previous to, and at 
the time he was sold to the plaintiff. The act of sale was passed 
at Natchez, on the 4th of January, 1828^ and recorded in the 
office of a notary, in the city of New-Orleans, on the 12th of the 
same month. The precise time at which Ned (together with other 
slaves bought at Natchez, and conveyed to the plaintiff by the same 
act,) arrived on the plantation of the puchasers, is not shown by 
the testimony of the cause. There were three witnesses examined 
for the appellees, two by commissions on interrogatories, and one 
in open court. The first of these appears to have been the over- 
seer of the plaintiffs at the period when the slaves were brought to 
their plantation, and is the only one, who according to the facts 
declared in the testimony of all three, was in a situation to discover 
any appearance of madness in Ned within three days after the sale. 
He states that he remained on the plantation from the arrival of the 
slaves, some time in January, until the 6th of February, or about 
one month after they were placed under his management. During 
that period he declares that he did not perceive that the negro 
was attacked by any infirmity d*acune injirmite ; he only appeared 
to be of a feeble constitution, was lazy, and would not work with- 
out being constantly watched ; and when out of sight of the over- 
seer, he would quit his work and wander from one place to 
another, gesticulating alone, tout scul This testimony certainly 
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exhibits great defects in the slave, but does not, in our opinion, 
amount to proof of madness; at all events, of its appearance within 
three days from the time of purchase. And there is no proof that 
he was subject to any mental derangement previous to that period. 
Considering the many frauds which are practised on purchasers, 
by professed dealers in this species of property, we have reluctantly 
come to a conclusion on the facts different from that at which the 
judge, a quo, arrived. But it is believed by us, that the plaintiffs have 
not sustained their claim for redhibition by such proof as is re- 
quired by law. 

10. 

Zarico v. Habine. March T. 1818. 5 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 372. 

The plaintiff, as executrix to her late husband, caused the pro- The ven- 
perty of his estate to be sold at public auction, under the authority ^lemunS""^ 
and direfctions of the court of probates, when the defendant, through therecision 

, - . I , , of the sale, 

an agent, bid for a negro man, was adjudged her, and immediate- ou ucconut 
ly delivered to her said agent, who directed him to go to the de- cWmrcom- 
fendant's. The negro, on his way, made his escape, and, being Jjjjf'*g*Jj^^J 
pursued, committed an assault, with intent to murder, for, which immediiUe- 
he was tried and condemned to death, but afterwards pardoned gale/* 
and released. The defendant having refused to receive him, the 
present suit was brought against her. One of the groundr; on 
which she resisted the plaintiff's demand, was, that if there was a 
sale, it ought to be annulled, on account of a redhibitory vice in 
the slave. There was judgment for the plaintiff, and the defend- 
ant appealed. 

Per Cur. Derbigny, J. We now come to the second plea of 
the appellant, to wit, the existence of a redhibitory vice in the pro- 
perty sold. The success of this plea rests upon the following cir- 
cumstance : Immediately after the sale and delivery, this slave, 
instead of going where the appellant's agent sent him, ran off, was 
pursued, and committed an assault, for which he was condemned 
to death, and afterwards pardoned. From this the appellant con- 
cludes, that the slave had a redhibitory vice previous to the adjudi- 
cation. To support this allegation, he relics on the following arti- 
cle of our code, as governing this case, to the exclusion of all 
testimony : " If the defect appears immediately after the sale, or 
within the three following days, it shall be presumed that said de- 
fect existed before the sale, or at the time it was made." This 
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provision seems to have been intencled for cases of latent bodily 
defects, the origin of which is uncertain. But as the appellant 
insists upon its applicability to his case, let us see how it will bear 
the application. The vice, if any existed, was one of temper and 
disposition. Those are limited to three sorts : " Havin'^ been 
guilty of some capital crime, being addicted to robbery, or in the 
habit of running away."' The first vice does not admit of the ap- 
plication of the rule, that a man has been guilty of a capital crime, 
and is not to be presumed from his subsequent conduct. The law 
does not speak of any such thing as the habit of committing crimes, 
but of a crime committed. The second vice has nothing to do 
with this case. The third, and last, is the habit of running away. 
This slave, it is said, ran off, instead of going where the appellant*s 
agent had told him to go. Must this be received as a legal pre- 
sumption that he was in the habit of running away ? Shall a slave 
who changes masters, and runs off to avoid going with him, be 
presumed to be in the habit of running away 1 Surely no such 
presumption can arise from this fact. Supposing, then, the article 
relied on to be at all applicable to this kind of vice, still, the fact in 
this case does not authorize the presumption, so far as to render it 
unnecessary to support it by other proof, or to exclude contrary 
testimony. The district judge, therefore, acted correctly in ad- 
mitting testimony as to the character of the slave ; and that tes- 
timony having been perfectly satisfactory on the part of the plain- 
tiif, the plea of the defendant must fail. Judgment affirmed. 

11. 

Andry et al. v. Foy. July T. 1819. 7 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 33. 44. 

What a- J^tdrtin, J. At the request of the defendant, a re- 

r^habft of ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^''s c^se, on the question whether Ho- 

running a- race and Boucaud, two of the slaves sold by. the defendant to the 
plaintiffs, were really in the habit of running away, at the time of 
the sale, so as to entitle the plaintiffs to their redhibitory action. 
The fact was found against the defendant by the jury, in the parish 
court ; and, although this circumstance is not conclusive on the 
appeal, it cannot fail to have some weight. Horace was purchas- 
ed by the defendant in March^ 1808, and his vendor then expressly 
excluded the legal warranty against such vices, which the law con- 
siders as redhibitory ones, viz. capital crimes, robbery, and the 
habit of running away. This appears by the bill of sale on re- 



OF WARRAiNTY. 



cortl ; and the vendor did declare, tluit Horace ran away from 
him, and was absent seven consecutive months ; during' which he 
went to New York, Liverpool, and Charl(;ston, where he was ar- 
rested and brought to New Orleanj ; where, five weeks after, he 
sold hini to the presi^at dei'endant, informing him he was a runa- 
way ; and he was sold as such. It is in evidence, that Boucaud 
was brought to jail as a runaway before the sale to the plaintiff, 
and that he has since run away twice. In the sale of Boucaud 
to the defendant, the vendor warrants only against the maladies 
for v/hich the law grants a redhibitoiy action. The counsel for 
the defendant thinks the jury and this court erred, in inferring 
from this testimony, that the slaves were in the habit of running 
away; that one single instance of running away is proven ante- 
rior to the sale, which cannot constitute a habit. As to Horace's 
trips to New York, to Liverpool, and Charleston, and an absence 
of seven months, which ended by his capture only ; the circum- 
stance of his being sold as a runaway ; the information given by 
the defendant's vendor, that he was a runaway, justify, in our opi- 
nion, the conclusion which the jury and this court have taken. As 
to Boucaud, the circumstances of his having been purchased by 
the defendant, with a simple warranty of the redhibitory maladies^ 
of his having been committed to jail as a runaway once, ivould 
not authorize the sarne conclusion. But he ran away twice, 
within a very few days after the plaintiffs purchased him, which 
raises a presumption, when coupled with the preceding facts, that 
the habit of running away existed before the sale. Indeed, the 
cases of these slaves are not easily to be distinguished from that of 
Macarty v. Bagneries, 1 Martin's R,ep. 149. There, there was no 
evidence of any repeated act of running away before the sale, but 
the slave had been kept several months in jail, and not liberated 
therefrom till the sale, and ran away soon after. Thus, Horace's 
voyage^ to New York, Liverpool, and Charleston, and the declara- 
tion of his then master, excite as much apprehension and alarm, 
as evidence of three ordinary acts of running away. It is there- 
fore ordered;, adjudged, and decreed, that the judgment of this 
court in this case be certified to the parish court, as if no rehear- 
ing had been granted. - 
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12. 

Andhy et al. v. Foy. June T. 1819. 6 Manin's Louisiana 

Hop. 689. 

Alihough The plaintiff'sS bought from the defendant nine slaves, for 
hIuvch J 10,500, payable in their note at one year. Six of them having suc- 
log«tl'iI-T,'' cessively ran away, they brought the present suit for the rticision 
Hiusiw ' '^^'^*S"'S> t^^at the slaves were addicted to running away, 

prico, the in the knowledge of the defendant, prior to the sale. There was 
mil' ho\c- judgment for the recision of the sale as to the six slaves who ran 
an"1r any "'^v^^J* defendant^ was condemned to the payment of J6,500. 

iiimiber Both parties appealed. 

iosH thiiti 

the whole Per Cur, Martirii J. It is true, the slaves were not sold sepa- 
mlhibito"^ ratcly, and for disi^ct prices ; and after the sale the vendees re- 
ry defect, fused to retain any of them, and rescind the sale for the others ; 

but insisted on an entire compliance with, or an absolute recision 
of the contract. These cirrumstances do not, however, appear to 
us sufficient to authorize the vendees in demanding the recision of 
the sale of all the slaves, on account of a redhibitory defect in one 
or more of them. For they did not constitute a whole, as a company 
of comedians, or a span of horses, in which the value of each of 
the component parts is increased by its union to the rest. It is 
true, after the sale, the vendees declared their willingness to annul 
it in icto, and refused to do so partially ; a circumstance, which is 
presented to us as giving rise to the presumption, that they would 
not have ed to the purchase of any number of these slaves, 
less than whole. The presumption, however, appears to us too 
slight to be received as evid^-nce. We therefore conclude, that 
the parish court did not err in refusing to rescind the sale in toto. 
The habit of running away is a redhibitory vice. Civ, Code. 358. 
art 79. A warranty against it is, therefore, of the nature of the 
contract of sale of slaves, i. e. it needs not be expressed in the 
deed. Hence the silence of the vendor in this case, as to this 
warranty, does not prevent him from being bound thereto. Neither 
does it appear to us that the circumstance of his having disclosed 
to his vendees the names of his own vendors, and referred, in his 
act of sale, to those of the latter, in any degree lessens his liability, 
This warranty, however, not being of the essence of the contract, 
may be excluded by the agreement of the parties. But the agree- 
ment must be proven, and the exclusion must be a fair one; that 
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is to say, the vendor must be iijnorant of, or disclose tlie existence 
of the vice; In tho present case, it is clear, that the disposition of 
six of these shivea to run away was known to the vendor, and 
that he did not communicate it to the vendees. The under- 
standing of th« parties, that the slaves should remain on trial 
durinj^ra fortnight, with the vendees, at the risk of the vendor, in 
case they ran away, does not enable us to conclude, that the in- 
tention of the parties was, that if after that peiiod, they, or any of 
them ran away^, and the vendees could prove a previous habit of 
running away, they should not avail themselves of the legal war- 
ranty. The existence of this habil in the six slaves, of whom the 
sale is rescinded by the judgment of the parish court, clearly ap- 
pears from the evidence on the record, particularly the deposition 
of the jailor, and the orders of the mayor. 

The defendant was bound, at the inception of the suit, to re- 
imburse the price. of these slaves ; but this price was not fixed by 
the parties, and required to be liquidated. The parish court, 
therefore, erred in allowing interest from the date of the judicial 
demand. But no hire can be allowed. Both parties complain of 
the valuation made in the parish court, the vendor thinking it ex- 
travagant, and the vendees insufficient. Perhaps this is the best 
evidence of its correctness. It does not appear to us so material- 
ly incorrect as to authorize our interference. 

It is, therefore, ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the judg- 
ment of the parish court be annulled, avoided, and reversed ; and 
this court, proceeding to render such a judgment as, in its opi- 
nion, ought to have been rendered in the parish court, it is ordered, 
adjudged, and decreed, that the sale of the negroes, Lindor, Ton}', 
Sunday, Isaac, Horace and Boucaud, be rescinded, and made 
null and void ; and that the plaintiffs do recover from the de- 
fendant the sura of six thousand five hundred dollars, with costs, 
in the parish court, and that the plaintiffs pay costs in this court. 

13. 

Chretien v. Theard. June T. . 1824. 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 582. 

Per Cur. Porter^ J. This is a redhibitory action, in which the Stealing 
plaintiff seeks to return a slave he purchased from the defendant, "ci'ipi-'^ 
and get back the price. The defect alleged, is, that the slave is a J!J«^^ "^^^^ 
thief, and addicted to robbery. And it is further charged, that the constitute a 
vendor knew he had those vices, at the time he sold him. Several defect.'^*''^^ 
grounds of defence have been presented in this court against the 
19 
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right of the petitioner. The second point of the defendant it, 
that the vice complained of, is not a redhibitory one ; that the 
stealing must he accompanied with force, to constitute this defect. 
If this construction be the true one, it will lead to the most incon- 
venient results, and open the door to great and numerous frauds. 
This consideration, we are aware, is not of much importance, if the 
law be clear and free from ambiguity ; but if otherwise, it is entitled 
to much weight in aiding our conclusions as to the purport and 
true meaning of the statute. The words of the law in the French 
text, are " si renclave est adonnc au vol in the English " if he is 
addicted to robbery." Vol is the generic term, in the French 
language, for theft of every kind, and, it is admitted, embraces 
larceny. Robbery, it is said, means the offence known tp our 
criminal law, as such. And it is urged, that the English version 
shows, that the word vol in the French was u^ed in the restricted 
sense of taking the property of another by force. Our code was 
passed previous to the enactment of the constitution, and the legis- 
lature in adopting it, directed that the French and English texts must 
be taken together ; and that they should mutually serve for the in- 
terpretation of each other. 2 Martin's Dig. 98. Whenever, 
therefore, the expressions can be reconciled, and made to harmo- 
nise with each other, it is the duty of those on whom the task of 
construing them is devolved, to do so. When they cannot, such 
a c6nstruction must be adopted as does violence to neither, and 
gives effect to both. Thus, if the French part of the law made 
epilepsy alone a redhibitory defect, and the English had provided 
only for leprosy, we should hold, that both these diseases constitu- 
ted vices for which the sale could be annulled ; because both were 
provided for ; and because at that time the legislative will expressed 
in either language, became a law. In the case of Touro v. Gush- 
ing, decided at the last July term, this principle was applied to the 
122d article of the code, 369. The text there presented two dis- 
tinct ideas to the mind, and we thought a compliance vvith either, 
sufficient on the part of him who claimed the benefit of the law ; 
otherwise, as was there said, the statute in relation to that provision,' 
would be a decoy, instead of a beacon. And where they are not 
entirely different, as in the case before us, where the word in one 
text includes the meaning used in the other, and means something 
more, we must, on the same principle, take that which presents 
the most enlarged sense, because, in doing so, we give full effect 
to both clauses. 
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(C.) Of the WARIIANTV OF CAl'AClTV. 

1. 

Strawbridge v. Warpield. April T. 1832. 4 Louismna 

Rep. 20. 

Per Cur. Portert J. The question is, whether warranty on the 
part of the owner of the property sold (slaves) be of the essence Warromjr 
of the contract of sale; and this question the law requires us to esaollco of 
answer in the negative. Warranty is in the nature of the contract 
of sale. That is, the law, implies it, if a contrary agreement be 
not made. But it is not essential to such a contract. The 
veridor may stipulate, he will not warrant at all; or he may 
covenant that his warranty shall be restricted ; or he may contract 
that his vendee shall accept the warranty of a third person.* 

2. 

PiLiE V. Lalande et al. April T. 1829. 19 Martin's Loui- 
siana Rep. 648. 

Porter, J., delivered the opinion of the court. This is an action Jj^^*^*'^'"' 

of redhibition. The defendant pleaded the general issue. The tion the 

slave was sold as a washer, ironer, and cook. The evidence may"prove 
shows, that she possessed these qualities, very defectively, if at '^'^^^ 

, T ' J j» ran away 

all. The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff, reducing the price after he 
$iKO. The defendants have appealed, and the plaintiff has re- diased!^'^ 
quired that the judgment be amended by the court decreeing a reci- 
sion of the sale. The evidence is contradictory, and does not au- 
thorize us to disturb the verdict. The only questions which re- 
quire our particular attention are those presented by the two bills 
of exceptions, taken on the trial by the defendants. The plaintiff 
offered evidence to prove that the slave had run away after he had 
purchased her, and the court admitted it. We think there was 
no error in doing so. The proof in itself would not be sufficient 
to establish the fact, without showing that the slave had run away 



* An express warranty does not guard against that which can be discovered by 
sight; as if a horse be warranted perfect, and he wants an ear or a tail, Buttei-field v. 
Burroughs, Salk. Rep. 211. But an express warranty extends to every kind of sound- 
ness known and unknown to the seller. 15 PetersdorfF's Abr. 374. 

Upon the sale of a ship advertised as copper fastened, with all faults, the court held, 
that these faults meant, faults of a ship,, which might have been consistent with that 
description of vessel; and that not being a copper-fastened ship at all, it was a breach 
of the warranty. Shepard v. King, 3, B. & A. 240. 
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while in the possession of the vendor. But if the facts in regard 
to tlie absence of the slave antecedent to the' pale were in any 
way equivocal, subsequent acts might aid in ascertaining iheir true 
character. The evidence, too, might be important, in showing a 
continuance of the habit which existed at the time of the sale. It 
has been the constant practice in actions of this kind, to admit such 
proofs. 7 Martin's Rep. 43. ; 10 Ibid. 659„ Judgment afhrmed. 



(D.) Of the warranty or title.* 
J. 

CoviTAND et al. V. Reynolds. Feb. T. 1832. 3 Louisiana 

Rep. 378. 

Liabiiity of Guaranty of the title of a mulatto boy purchased by the plain- 
warmntyof tiifs. It being ascertained the boy was free, the present action 
was brought, to recover the atpount of expenses incurred by the 
plaiatifTs while the boy was in their possession. 

The Court. Mathews, J. The surety of the vendor of a slave 
who vvarrants only the title, is not liable for expenses to which the 
vendee is put in consequence of the slave being affected with the 
redhibitory vice of running away ; but he is responsible for dama- 
ges incurred in case of eviction. 



* It was held, in Mackbee v. Gardner, 2 Har. & Gill's Rep. 176 , that it was a 
familiar principle, tliat there exists, in every sale of personal property an implied 
warranty of title. And the same principle was recognized in Chism v. Woods, 
Hard. Rep. 53].; Osgood v. Lewis, 2 Har. &, Gill's Rep. 495. In Defresne v. 
Tnimper 1 Johns. Rep. 274, it appeared the defendant sold tlie plaintiff a horse, 
which was recovered of the plaintiff by a third person. The defendant contended 
the plaintiff could not recover, as there was no warranty, or fraud in the sale. But 
the court said, we are of opinion that an express warranty is not requisite ; for it is 
a general rule, that the law will imply a warranty of title on the sale of a chattel. 
The rule is laid down in 2 Black. Com. 451., that by the civil law, an implied war- 
ranty wDs annexed to every sale, in re.spect to tiie title of the vendor y and so too, in 
our law, a purchaser of goods and chattels may have satisfaction of the seller, if he 
sells tliem as his own, and the title proves deficient without any express warranty for 
the pui-pose. 

And the same rule prevails in Great Britian. In contracts for the sale of personal 
property, the vendor impliedly warrants his title to tlie article ho sells ; and if he 
has no title, he is liable for a breach of this implied promise. 15 PetersdofT's Abr. 372. 
And the rule applies whether the seller is in possession of the thing sold or not. 
Ibid. ; 3 T. R. 15. ; Rew v. Barber, 3 Cowen's Rep. 272. Ths Oneida Manufactu- 
ring Society v. Lawrence, 4 Cowen's Rep. 440, 
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■■, . • ;^ • ' 2. 
Straweridge v.' :W April T. 1832. 4 Louisiana 

Rep. 20. 

Per Cur. Porlerf J. The cnjcstion is, whether the fact of the , , 

' * Ofa sah? by 

vendor of the slave having concealed from the purchaser, no mat- u inoUt-r. 
ter with what intention, the fact of his being the real owner, 
makes him responsible in warranty 1 We think not. It is clear, 
that the plaintiff could not now have the contract avoided on the 
ground that the defendant was acting merely as a broker, and was 
not the owner, as plaintiff supposed. For error in person with 
whom he contracted co^yldl not enable him to do so ; the conside- 
ration of the person not being the principal cause of the contract. 
If the plaintift' could not have the contract set aside, we can dis- 
cover no legal grounds on which it can be changed, and a subsidu- 
ary warranty granted to the buyer, for which he did not contract. 

3. 

Scott et al. v. Scott's adm'r. Spring T. 1820. 2 Marshall's 
Rep. 217. ; S. P. Rew v. Barber, 3 Cow***''- Rep. 272. 

The declaration alleged, that the defendant's intestate sold to On the sale 
the plaintiff a slave, and that he undertook and promised that he hy;rj,ersou 
had a good title and lawful right to sell ; and avers that he had no [|J|^"'^,„'J" 
title or right to sell, but that the title was in one Robertson. Plea, without 
the statute of limitations. noTecov'e- 

It appeared the slave was sold to the plaintifis more than five 2i,.Jj^per. 
years before the commencement of the action, but that within five 

cessary to 

years Robertson had recovered the slave of the plaintiff. give the 

The circuit court instructed the jury, that if the defendant's in- Hght olr lie! 
testate had no title to the slave when he sold him to the plaintiffs, 

' ' right 10 sue 

the statute of limitations began to run from the time of the sale onginates 
and delivery. But the jury found for the plaintiffs ; and the court deceit of 
granted a new trial, and the plaintiffs excepted. On the second selhr. 
trial the jury found for the defendant, and the plaintiffs brought 
error to this court. 

Per Cur. The Chief Justice. It is certainly true, that the 
statute could not have begun to run until the cause of action ac- 
crued ; and if, as was contended on the part of the plaintiffs, a 
recovery under an adverse title was essential to give them a right 
of action, it would follow, as a necessary consequence, that the 
instruction given by the court to the jury was erroneous. But it 
cannot be admitted that the recovery was necessary to the plain- 
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tiffs* right of action. In the case of Payne v. Rodden, 4 Bibb^s 
Rep. 304., it was held by this court, that the declaration against 
the vendor of a chattel updn his implied undertaking that he had 
title, wis sufficient without an averment of a recovery by the right 
owner. 

We are of opinion, that the plaintiffs' cause of action accrued on 
the sale and delivery of the slave, and that the circuit court cor- 
rectly instructed the jury, that the statute of limitationsbegan to 
run from that time. Judgment affirmed. 

4. 

MocKBEc's Adm'r. V. GARDNER ct al, Junc T. 1828. 2 Har. 

& Gill's Rep. 176. 

There ex- Trover for a slave. The plaintiff offered to prove by one Du- 

tsts 111 GVC- V J 

ry sale of vall^ that the plaintiff's intestate purchased of the witness, as the 
propSty administrator of William Warfield, the negro, and that at the time 
an imphed of tjjg death of the intestate, was his property, and at the time of 

warranty of ' r r J' 

title— the the sale was part of the assets of the said intestate. The defend- 
aremlstees objected, that the witness was incompetent to prove that the 
toll ^^S^^ at time of the death of Warfield, was his property and at 
the time of sale was part of the assets of the intestate's estate. 
The objection was sustained by the court. Dorsey, Ch. J. And 
the plaintiff excepted. 

Per Cur. Jlrcher, J. It is a general and familiar principle, 
that there exists in every sale of personal property an implied 
warranty of title, and that the vendor cannot be a witness to sus- 
tain the title of the vendee. But here the witness was a mere 
trustee ; and in that capacity sold the property. Executors, admin- 
istrators, and other trustees, are exceptions to the rule ; and a sale 
by them does not imply a warranty of title, unless there be fraud 
or an express warranty and eviction. Judgment reversed. 

5. 

Forsyth v. Ellis. July T. 1830. 4 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 
298.; M'Gee v. Ellis & Browning, 4 Little's Rep. 244. ; 
Pepper v. Thornton, 6 Monroe's Rep. 27. ; Head v. 
M'BoNALD, 7 Monroe's Rep. 206. 

Or per- M'Gee obtained judgment against Browning, and delivered a fi. 
puSc'^'a^ to Forsyth for levy, which was executed upon two negroes in 
S®"^* the possession of Browning, and sold "them to Ellis, he being the 
highest bidder. Browning sued Ellis in detinue, and recovered the 
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negroes. Ellis, not having paid off the sale bond, filed a bill 
to enjoin the payment, and the circuit court perpetuated the in- 
junction. The court of appeals reversed the decree, and suggested 
that either Browning or the sheriff was liable ; but that M'Gee, 
notwitstanding the foregoing facts, was entitled to the amount for 
which the negro sold. Ellis then sued Forsyth, and recovered 
judgment for the price of the negro, and the sheriff brought this 
writ of error. 

Per Cur. Robertson, Ch. J. The question is, whether the sheriff 
is responsible to the purchaser for any defect of title. When, 
an individual sells personal property as his own, the law implies a 
warranty of title. But this rule does not apply to sales by an agent, 
whether he be a public or private agent. He does not sell the 
property as his own, and, generally, can be made responsible only 
for actual frand, or gross negligence. In sales under execution, 
it seems to us, that it cannot be, nor has ever been understood, 
that the officer, either personally or officially, guarrantees the title. 
And the fact, that no case is reported in which the sheriff was ever 
sued for an implied warranty, ought to have persuasive, if not de, 
cisive influence. 

6. 

Kettletas v. Fleet. Feb. T. 1811. 7 John's. Rep. 324. 

The owner of a slave gave a written promise to manumit him in Selling a 

, , , . 1 . 1 rr»i till slave abso- 

8 years, and delivered it to a third person. The court held, that luteljr, 
where the master sold the slave absolutely for his full value, after Sture time 
ffivinff such a v/ritten covenant to a third person, and did not state entitled to 

. freedom, is 

to him the fact of there being a written covenant, and the vendee a violation 
being ignorant of its existence, the concealment was a fraud, and pUedf^war- 
vacated the contract. f,^"'y °^ ^' 

tie. 

7. 

Cromwell v. Clay. Fall T. 1833. 1 Dana's Rep. 578. 

Cromwell sued Clay in detinue, for a slave which one Orear The pnr- 
sold to Cromwell at a time when Piper and Waugh had suits- 8la\fe whHe 
against Orear, for the purpose of subjecting the slaves to the pay- pg™jjj| ^Q 
ment of his debts. Clay took the slaves into his possession as subject it to 

thG veil- 

deputy sheriff, on an order by the chancellor. And the question dor's debts, 
was, whether the deed of a purchaser pendente lite is void or depen- 
voidable. ^^^^ 

event ofthe 
suit. 
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Per Cur. Underwood, J. The bill of sale from Orear to Crom- 
well was not absolutely void, as the circuit court supposed. As 
the chancery suits had not yet been decided, it could not be af- 
firmed that the complainants would certainly obtain decrees sub- 
jecting the slave to the payment of their demands. If the bills 
shall be dismissed, tebn the bill of sale is unquestionably good. 
Nor does it lose its elFicacy until the decree is pronounced in favor 
of the complainants. In the mean time, the title of the slave will 
vest under it in Cromwell. 

If a decree is rendered subjecting the slave to the payment of 
Orear's debts, such decree will avoid the bill of sale, to the extent 
of the debts. If a surplus is left on the sale of a slave, after pay- 
ing the debts, such surplus might be claimed by Cromwell. The 
hill of sale is liable to be avoided by the decree, but it is not void. 
If the suit had been against Orear, the result would have been dif- 
ferent. He could not protect himself by averring the pendency of 
a suit against him for the slave. Here the possession of the sheriff 
is under the authority of law, and the owner, having been devested 
of the possession, by an order of the chancellor, cannot reclaim it 
but by leave of the court. 



(VHl.) HIRING OF SLAVES.* 
1. 

George v. Elliott, December 1806. 2 Hen, & Munf. Rep. 6. 

If a slave Elliott siied George on his bond for the hire of a negro slave for 
tlie*^ yeur ycar^and recovered judgment. George filed a bill, and obtained 

become iiiiunction, alleging, that the slave in a few diays after the hirinj? 

sick, or T v 1 

runs away, becauie siclv, and soon after died. 

tlie hirer 

mmt ])iiy - — ' -■ ' ■■ 

the hire ; 

l)ut ii is * Slaves are considered personal property, and subiect to the rules and regulations of 

otherwise , , , , t , ^ A , . 

if the slave the use and possession, and also the sale and transfer of this kmd of property. The ownei- 

die without c.in, of course, sell, mortgage, or hire out the property as he pleases, subject only to 

the ' hii'!' ^ • ^'"'^^ ''"'^^ which society has established foi- the regulation and government of personal 

for in such estate. But however unlimited the owner may be in the use of the thing, the slave 

case the himself "cannot hire himself out in any of the states. The statutes of (he states contain 

^^^^sTkise prohibition, with a penaitj^ against the slave going at large, or hiring himself out. By 

the hire the digest of the laws of Alabama, 183(3. p. 393. $ 14. it is declared, that if any per- 

I'rjin the son shall permit his or her slave to go at large, or hire him or herself out, every per- 
son or persons so offendirg shall forfeit and pay ,^'50; and the .slave may be commit- 
ted, and the owner prosecuted. And, by the Rev. Code of Virginia, vol. 1. p. 442., 
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Per Cur, The only question in tlie case is, whether the plain- 
tiff should be allowed a credit on his bond from the time of the 
negro's death to the end of the year, for so much as the hire for 
that time would amount to. The court understands the rule to be, 
where one hires a slave for a year, that if the slave be sick, or 
run away, the tenant must pay the hire ; but if the slave die with- 
out any fault in the lemnt, the owner, and not the tcnani, should 
lose the hire from the death of the slave, unless otherwise agreed 
upon. By pursuinj^ this rule, the act of God falls on the owner, 
on whom it must have fallen if the slave had not been hired ; 
from which time it would be unreasonable to allow the owner hire. 
Hire ! for what ? for a dead negro ! It would be rigid enough in 
the case of a special agreement ; but where there is no such special 
agreement, to insist upon the hire appears to this court unjust in 
the extreme. See 1 Ruth. Inst. 250, 251 ; 1 Fonbl. Eq. 376. ; 
Powell on Contracts, 446. 

2. 

Young v. Bruce et al. Spring T. 1824. 5 Little's Rep. 324. ; 
S. P. Harris v, Nicholas, 5 Munf. Rep. 483. 

Covenant upon the following instrument : ^^0/' 'a 

On or before the 25th of December, 1819, we promise to pay slave cove- 
Aaron H. Young ^120, for the hire of a negro man named Dick, return him 
from this time till the 25th of December, 1819, to be returned well ot'JL^eiut 
clothed at the time. As witness our hands and seals this 29th of ^« 
December, 1818. fronrthe 

John & Horatio Bruce. f^J.^^v, 

The declaration averred, that the defendants had not paid the 
money, or returned the slave. The defendants pleaded, that by 
inevitable accident the slave Dick was drowned in the Ohio river, 
whereby they were prevented from returning the said slave on the 
day, &c. To this plea the plaintiff demurred. The court gave 
judgment overruling the demurrer. 

9 St, it is declared, that a slave going at large, or hiring himself out, may be commit- 
ted by a magistrate, and may fine the owner, or may order tiie slave to be sold. And 
also by the Rev. Code of Mississippi, 374. $ 25, 26., the owner is prohibited from 
licensing his slave to go at large and trade as a freeman, or hiring himself ont. Pro- , 
vision is made whereby the slave may be seized, the owner fined, and, in certain 
cases, the slave may be sold. And by $ 20. any citizen may seize a slave offering ar- 
ticles for sale, and take him before a justice of the peace, and tiie justice shall order 
the slave to be whipped, and forfeit the article to the person apprehending the slave- 
Similar provisions are to be found in the statute books of those states vvhere tiiia 
fipeciee of propertj' is recognized. 

20 
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Per Cur. Owsley, J. We do not construe the instrument to 
insure a return of the slave in case of his deathj It was no doubt 
competent for the parties to contract upon lerms moot acceptable 
to themselves, and it is incumbent upon the court, to effectuate the 
contract according to what may be their supposed intention ; but 
it Is not inferrable from any thing contained in the writing upon 
which the action is founded, that the contracting parties intended 
to insure a return of the slave in case of his death. The writing 
contains no express stipulation to that effect, and there is not such 
an inadequacy between what may be supposed the value of a 
year's service of the slave, and the price agreed to be paid by the 
Bruces, as to afford any rational inducement from them, in addition 
to the hire which they were to pay, to insure the life of the slave. 

3. 

Keas v. Yewell. Fall T. 1834. ,2 Dana's Rep. S48. S. P. Sin- 
gleton V. Carroll, 6 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 528. 

Yewell filed a bill against Keas to foreclose a mortgage on two 
by a bond slaves, and upon an order of the court, Keas gave bond to have 
uire^'of" a slaves forthcoming to answer the decree. Upon the final de- 
covenant cree, one of the slaves not being forthcoming, according to the 

to restore 

the slave bond, Ycwell sued Keas and his sureties on the bond. The defend- 
dltion of"a pleaded that the slave ran away between the execution of the 

decree, and bond and the rendition of the decree, and that they could not re- 
be runs . 

away, claim her. Verdict and judgment for plaintiff, and the defendants 
brought error. 

Per Cur. MicIwlaSj J. In our estimation, the plea constitutes 
a valid defence to the action. The casualty by which the slave 
was lost is a peril incident to tfcie very nature of such property ; 
and therefore in contracts and covenants concerning such property, 
that peril should never be presumed to have been intended to be 
guarded against, unless so expressly stipulated. It has according- 
ly been held by the court of appeals in Virginia, and by this court, 
that the hirer of a slave was excused, by the fact of the slave hav- 
ing run away without his fault, from his covenant to return the 
slave at the end of the year. In Singleton v. Carroll, the cove- 
nant of the hirer was as express, unambiguous, and unconditional, 
as that of the parties here. The same principle which Exempted 
the hirer from responsibility there, must relieve the obligors in this 
bond also. The principle is laid down in that case, that the loss is 
not to be considered as provided against by a general covenant, 
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and its hftppenine^ therefore presents the same excuse for non- 
performance, that the death of the slave would have done. We 
therefore think the court erred in sustaining the demurrer to this 
plea. 

4. 

Williams v. Holcombe. Jan. T. 1814. 1 North Carolina Law 

Repository, 36.5. 

The defendant hired of plaintiff, a negro boy about 16 years of whoro 
age, who was consumed by fire in the defendant's still house, with [o.^V'^'nUh- 
its contents, which were valuable, the defendant with some diffi- 'J^ 
cuity escaping". liirer. 

The judge informed the jury, that if the time of hiring was not 
expired, the defendant was not bound, if he used ordinary care and 
attention, such as a prudent man would afford to his own property. 
On returning the verdict, the jury said, that they were of opinion, 
that the time of hiring had not expired, and gave the plaintiff three 
months hiring, at the rate of four dollars per month, making six 
pounds. 

Per Cur, Seawell, J. The declaration in this case contains two 
counts : one to recover the value of the slave, the other to recover 
the hire. 

As to the first, the jury found that the time of hiring was not 
expired when the accident befel the slave, and that the accident 
was not owing to the negligence of the defendant. 

As to the other count, the jury found for the plaintiff, and asses- 
sed damages to six pounds. From the evidence on the trial, the 
plaintiff (if entitled at all on that count) was entitled to about 
twelve pounds. The defendant's counsel offered to increase the 
damages to that amount. As to the motion for a new trial, we are 
all of opinion, that the whole circumstances of the case were pro- 
perly left to the jury, respecting the expiration of the time ; and 
that the right of the plaintiff, in law, to recover, depending upon 
that fact, which the jury have found against him ; that in a case 
of doubtful evidence the court should not disturb the verdict. 

5. 

Harrison v. Murrell. Spring T. 1827. 5 Monroe's Rep. 359. ; 
S. P. Redding v. Hall, 1 Bibb's Rep. 536. 
Harrison hired of Murrel two slaves for one year, for |160, and J^^IJ'Jf^'^j 
covenanted to pay the amount at a specified time. The negroes Covenant^ 
had been in his possession but a month when one of them died, the'tm-e of 



SLAVERY. 



n nogio^for After the time of payment, Murrcl sued on the covenant, and re- 
'/itiili'iM oi)ii- covorr I the full amount of the hire, llarriflon filed a bill, and ob- 
u'S tl.c tained an ii\j unction against the judgment; but the circuit court 
vr.^to J' opinion no deduction ought to be made, and dissolved the 

mm.'. injunction ; and rfismissed the bill. 

Per Cur. Owsley, J. Tiie principle is not perceive<l upon which 
Harrison can be relieved from any part of the hire which he cove- 
nanted to pay for the negroes. Though it may, at lirst blush, 
seem hard that IJarri.son abould be compelled to pay hire for the 
negro that died before the expiration of the term for which he was 
hired, it will, upon mature reflection, be found not to be unjust in 
Murrell to exact the full hire of the negro. The uncertainty of 
the negro's life was equally known to both Harrison and Murrell 
when the contract for hire was entered iuto between them. With 
that knowledge it was competent for them to contract in the way 
most acceptable to themselves, and when fairly made, the court 
possesses no power to alter or change the import of the contract. 

G. 

Grundy^s hetrs v. Jackson's heirs. Spring T. 1822. 

1 Little's Rep. 11. 

And the The court held, that the hirer of slaves is chargeable with phy- 
chwgeable sician's fces, and the expenses of their sickness, unless there is an 
with the express agreement to the contrary, between him and the owner. 

pl)ysician s r o 
bill. 

7. 

Baird V, Bland et al. March T. 1817. 5 Munf. Rep. 492. 

And he is "^^^ court held, that when a person who bought a sTave with 
hable for knowledge of a better title, and is decreed to deliver him up and 

tJiG inter- 

est on the pay the profits, interest ought to be charged against him upon the 
he'^^iniTclm- actually received by him from other persons from the date of 

ses with le- the receipts, but not upon the profits of such slave while in his pos- 
ofu better session without being hired ; the same being unliquidated, and 
merely conjectural sums, which he was in no default in not paying. 

8. 

Reddincx v. Hall et al. Fall T. 1809. 1 Bibb's Rep. 537. 

Entitled "to I^eld by the Court, Boyle, J, that the hirer of a slave is not en- 
orsickiSi abatement of hire for sickness, or for the physician's bills, 

unless there is a stipulation in the contract, and he is bound to pay 
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a |)roj)cr attention to the hcaltli of the .shivo, or he will i)o respon- 
sible to the owner. S^e PolUml v. Shaller, 1 J)all. Rep. 310. 

9. 

MfMS V. MfMS. Fall T. .1.S2J). 3 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 389. 

Held by the court, Vmlcmood^ J., that the bailee of slaves is only i,i„,i(„ iou 
liable for five years' hire anterior to the suit; but where slaves arc 
mortg'aged, or pledged, hiir, must be accounted for from date of 
mortgage or pledge, until debt and interest are discharged : tlien 
hire ceases till within five years before suit. 

10. 

Grigsby v. Cleauy. Oct. T. .1827. 5 Monroe's Rep. 514. 

Grisrsbv, the testator, devised slaves to his wife and his sons wii«roton- 
Enoch, Mack, and Smith, during their lives, remainder over to ^i^v^,!, " 
others. Cleary, the plaintiir, hired Malinda of Enoch, the tenant 
for life, for one year. Enoch died before the end of the year, ins lessoo 
and G rigsby, the remainderman, took the slave ; for which this ac- U'/cm for 
tion of tresspass was brought. Verdict for plaintiff. dJT/orthc 

Per Cur. Bibb, Ch. J. If the tenant for life had hired Malin- yean by 

. , ^ , „ virtue of 

da to Cleary for one year unexpired at the death oi the tenant lor iimactDiff. 
life, as that event happened after the first day of Mardi, the lessee ti;lf\ieci^. 
Cleary had a riffht to hold the slave against the remainderman, f'^ 

^ (tie tptiiiiit 

until the last day of D:jceniber, according ^o the 47th § of the act for lifo of 

concerning executors and administrators. 1 D^^. 532. And as the iJJf 

fact of hiring by the tenant for life was in issue, parol evidence If^^'^y 

o J « tliolu IS ])ro- 

of the declarations of the tenant for life, of his having hired the per evi- 
slave, is competent evidence against the remainderman. As an gai^^t the 
example to illustrate the rule put, the case of a similar question "^^^^J^^ 
of evidence between one in possession under a tenant in fee of a reuiaiader. 
slave, claiming by hire or gift of the tenant in fee, in an action 
against one claiming as heir, devisee, or executor, and the mind 
of the profession assents at once to the admissibility of the decla- 
rations of the tenant in fee, as competent evidence for the plaintiff 
against the heir, executor, or devisee, to explain the character and 
duration of the possession so delivered, whether as a letting to hire 
or as a gift. Because the act of the tenant in fee is obligatory on 
those claiming under him, as heir, devisee, or executor. 
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11. 

William Leverett et al. v. John Leverett et al. 1827. 2 

M'Cord'sRop. 81. 

The ict Temperance Leverett, by a deed from Ann Floyd, was entitled 
which re- during her life to certain slaves, and after her death they were 
%A\iis on given over to the complainants. The tenant for life died on the 
film ^ of a 25th day of J\farch 1824. Her executors, the defendants, kept 
whir*^ these slaves on the plantation until they finished the crop of that 
dies after year, Under the authority given to them by the act of Assembly of 
March^ of 1*788, Pub. Laws, 494., which is in the following words : " If any 
any year, p^^psQ^ g^Q]) after the first day of March in any year, the slaves 
thereon to of which he Of she was possessed, whether held for life, or abso- 
crop, do.-, lutely, and who were employed in making a crop, shall be con- 
hke^to die t'^u^d on the lands, which were in the occupation of the deceased, 
lemaiuder- yiniW the crop is finished, and then be delivered to those who have 

man, but .it it i - 

confers the right to them ; and such crop shall be assets in the executor's 
cerfbr the ^r administrators' hands, subject to the debts, legacies and distribu- 
of tlie"year taxcs, ovcrsccf's wagcs, cxpcnscs of physic, food and 

to tlie es- clothing being- first paid, and the emblements of the lands, which 
deceased ^ shall be Severed before the last day of December following, shall in 
tenant. y^^^^ manner be assets in the hands of the executors or administra- 
tors ; but all such emblements growing on the lands on that day, 
or at the time of the testator's or intestate's death, if that happen 
after the said last day of December, and before the first day of 
March, shall pass with the lands. And if any person shall rent or 
hire lands or slaves of a tenant for life, and such tenant for life 
dies, the person hiring such lands or slaves shall not be dispos- 
sessed until the crop of that year is finished, he or she securing 
the payment of the rent or hire when due." The complainants 
contended that the defendants, the executors of Temperance 
Leverett, should pay them for the hire of the negroes from the 
death of their testatrix, on the 25th of March, 1824, till the lOth 
day of January, 1825, when the crop was gathered. 

Dessaussurcj Chancellor. The first exception depends upon 
the construction of the statute of 1789, which exacts, that on the 
death of a tenant fo" life of any estate which may determinate at 
an uncertain time, such death occurring after the first of Jl/arcA, 
the slaves of the estate are to be continued on the estate to the 
end of the year, or as the exception expresses it, " the estate is 
continued to the end of the year." The complainants contend, 
and the commissioner has decided, that though the property be so 
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contiiiued under the statute, it is subject to hire. The statute docs 
not say so, and never to my knowleds^e, has been so construed, 
I do not think it the sound construction, for I believe an essential 
benefit was intendedj and not an illusory one. The exception 
must be sustained, and so much of the report overruled and cor- 
rected. The complainants appealed. 

Per Cur. Colcockf J. This court concur with the Chancellor 
in his construction of the act of 1789 ; and I can safely say, that 
I never heard a doubt expres^^ed as to the correctness of such con- 
struction. It is in furtherance of the common law doctrine of 
emblements, that he who has a right to sow shall be entitled 
to reap; which cannot be done in this country unless the negroes 
employed in making the crop are permitted to remain to the end 
of the year. It would often be of little advantage to the person 
taking, to remove the negroes after the crop is planted ; whereas 
it might operate as a total destruction of the crop. The appro- 
priation of the crop, as assets in the hands of the executors, cer- 
tainly negatives the idea of allowing compensation by way of hire to 
the person entitled to the negroes. Decree affirmed. 

12. 

Bacot v. l^ARN'^LL. Jan. T. 1831. 2 Bailey's Rep. m.. 

The action was brought upon a promissory note for the hire of Where a 
a slave, for one year. The slave died within the year, and the de- hiredbTthe 
fendant claimed an apportionment by way of discount, which was y^'^^J ^vUhiii 
allowed by the court below. the time, 

The Court, O'JVcaZ/, J., after referring to Byrd v. Boyd, the waffes 
4 M'Cord's Rep. 246., George v. Elliot, 2 Hen. & Mun. 5., Rip- 
ley V. Wightman, 4 M'Cord's Rep. 447., observed, that a contract ^'t'- 
of hiring was generally an entire contract, but in certain cases an 
apportionment is allowed, and this was one of those cases. In 
this case the act of God (the death of the slave) has ended the con- 
tract of hiring. The owner is entitled to receive, and the hirer is 
bound to pay , only so much as the hire was worth from the com- 
mencement of the hiring until the slave's death. 



mo 
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13. 

T. AND N. ScuDDER V. Seals. Junc T. 1824. Walker's Mis- 
sissippi Rep. 155. 

A rpfnsal Per Cuv. FAUs, J. After the death of Nathaniel Scudder, his 
wi/hourco'- ^^^^^ addiinister'ed upon the estate, and at the sale of the personal 
lorofatitlo property, Margaret Sciidder, daughter of the deceased, purchased 
siUosrVoii Dicsy and Daniel, the negroes in controversy, for which she exe- 
IlnhTinu! ^''•^tcd her promissory note. After the purchase she intermarried 
owiuu- to ^yii^i^ oijc Thomas Seals, who reduced the negroes into possession, 

his posses- , , . 1 

sicii,issucii and worked them on the old lady's plantation, hut separate and 
hrings'lir distinct from her crop. In July, 1822, Mrs. Thomas Seals died, 
c-ise within yj^ ^ I . 'iijsband sold the standing crop, and hired the negroes to 
eioiis oftiic Thomas Scudder, one of the present defendants. The negroes 
corpu?!ict. were hired twice to Scudders, and finally came into the possession 
of T. Seals, who carried them to the house of James Seals, the 
plaintilf below, who purchased said negroes. The petition of 
James Seals, supported by the oath of D. Muse, states that Diesy 
and Daniel were either stolen or enticed out of his possession, 
some time in September last. Upon the hearing of the evidence 
on both sides, the judge had the property restored to the petitioner. 

From the evidence introduced on the trial below, there cannot 
be a doubt in relation to the right of property. The only question 
for our consideration is, whether the petitioner has brought himself 
within the provisions of the 19th section of the habeas corpus act, 
which says : " If any slave or slaves for life shall bo taken or se- 
duced out of the possession of the master, owner or overseers of 
such slave or slaves, by force, stratagem, or fraud, and unlawfully 
detained in the possession of any other person," &c. The fact of 
the detention of the negroes by Scudder, when he must have 
known they did not belong to him, was an imposition upon the 
rights of the plaintiff below, and will bring the case within, not 
only the letter, but the spirit of the statute. It was a trick, a strata- 
gem, to deprive the owner of the possession of his property, other- 
wise they never would have been detamed after legal demand be- 
ing made. Diesy and Daniel being in the possession of Scudder, is 
evidence they were taken by him, until the contrary appears ; and 
a refusal to deliver them over to the owner, is conclusive that he 
wished to hold the property without even the color of title. This 
amounts, (as I have before stated,) to imposition, trick and stra- 
tagem, presenting a case liable to the operation of the statute, in 
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such case made and provided. I am of opiuiou the judgment of 
the court below ought to be aiiirmcd. 

DiLLiARD V. ToMLiNsoN. April T. 1810. 1 Munf. Rep. 183. 
Brewer v. IIastie, C> Call's Rep. 24. ; Deans v. Sckiba, 
2 Call's Rep. 419. 

Held by the court, that an executor or administrator who hires interest 

, . 1 . . y ^''6 hire 

slaves belonging to the estate of his testator, or intestate, ought of slaves. 

not to be charged with interest on such hire from the day it be- 
comes due, where there is no proof that it was then collected, or 
that interest from that day wad received upon it i but areasonable time 
to collect and pay the money should be allowed before the com- 
mencement of interest ; and no interest ought to be charged 
where the right to the slave was in dispute. The same principle 
was adopted and acted upon in Whitehorn and Wife v- Hines, I 
Munf. Rep. 557. 

15. 

Stafford v. Stafford. Oct T. 1826. 17 Martin''s Louisiana 

Rep. 145. 

Per Cur. Porter, J. The plaintiff claims from the defendant The defen- 
a negro slave, and hire for the time he has been in his possession. rSistthT' 
The answer neither admits nor denies the allegations in the peti- Pj'^^fljf 
tion, but avers, that no demand has ever been made for the slave, his negro, 
and that if he be on the plantation of the defendant, it is without 

hire, ontlie 

his consent, and that the plaintiff might have taken him away, g^^""^^,''' 
The evidence fully sustains the allegations of the petition, and no demand 
justifies the verdict given in the court below, for the slave and 
the hire. The judgment rendered thereon was correct, and it is, 
therefore, adjudged and decreed, that it be affirmed with costs. 

16. 

King v. Cooper, Executor of King. Dec. T. 1829. Walker's 

Rep. 359. 

Per Cur. This was an action of assumpsit, brought by the ap- Where A. 

. dies, be- 

pellee in the court below, as executor ot the last will and testament queathinga 
of George W. King, deceased. The second point raised in this Jihlchsh^e 
case grows out of the following facts, stated in the bill of excep- ^j^ggg-^,, 
tions, viz. that a certain negro man, named Denis, (for whose atihetesta- 
2i 
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tni H(l(!iifli hire the plaintilt hail hi part hikmI,) had been hh'od by tcHtalor, 

ntid HI) r*!- , . I'll 1 I p 1 1 

iiiiHiiy, tiii) a short tunc previous to his tk'.ath, to the tkuuiiuaiit ; the negro 
A^'u"iy r«* ^^^'^^^ ^"^^^ posHessiou oC (lefeiulaut at testator's death, avid the 

< ()V(!r liirt testator, by liis last will and testajuent, had beciueathed tl)e said n(;- 
HliiviMipto j^ro man Dennis to the del'endar.t ; that the pluinthr, as executor, 
or()fi.?y.'lir bad demanded said negro from said defendant, inmiediutely after 
grlur'l'-' ot ^t^i^tator's death, but tiie defendant reliised to deliver up said uv^vo 
U'Vkmm to.M- tQ the said plaintiff ; that one year after letters testamentary hud 

litmcutury 1,^11, 11 1 

It) ilxMjxc" been granted, an order ot the orphan s court liad passed, re- 
j'y' (iuirit\g the executor to pay olVthe legatees and distributees. The 
liiw, Ulilt counsel for the defendant retiuested the court to instruct the jury, 

time to ex- . , . . » ' 

uiiiiiHiinU), that tlie said negro man Dennis, of right, and according to law, be- 
tij« (iebtsof longed to the defendant, and that the plaintitf was not entitled, at the 
Uu5 ostttio. ^juj^g |.j.jjg action was commenced, to recover from the defendant hire 
for the negro's services since the death of the testator, without evi- 
dence, on the part of the plaintiff, that there were debts due by the 
estate, which could not be paid without il ; and the counsel further 
requested the court to charge the jury, that plaintiff had miscon- 
ceived his remedy, and was not entitled to recover in this form of 
action. All of which mstr actions the court refused to give. The 
question for this court, arising upon this statement of facts, is, 
whether the defendant was bound to pay for the hire of this negro 
slave for the tiriie specified in the agreement between him and the 
deceased, inasmuch as the deci^ased had bequeathed said negro to 
him, the said defendant. There would have been no doubt, if this 
slave had been hired to a stranger, but that the plaintiff mi:iht have 
recovered the hire ; and although this slave was bequeathed to the 
defendant, he could not legally call on the executor for his bequest, 
until after the expiration of one year from the time of taking out 
letters testamentary. See Revised Code, p. 55. sec. 91. And al- 
though a legal right in the property of said slave vested in the de - 
fendant, as legatee on the death of the plaintiff's testator ; yet the 
legatee could not reduce that right to possession, untU after the ex- 
piration of one year from granting the said leti'ers testamentary, 
during which time he was bound to pay the hire. The executor 
had one year to examine into, and settle the debts, &c. of the estate. 
I am therefore, clearly of opinion, that the plaintiff had tbe same 
right to have recovered this year's hire from the legatee, as he 
would have had from a stranger, who had no interest m the be- 
quests of the deceased. Judgment affirmed. 
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17. 

CuAGCJETT V. SriflAKR- May T. 1798. 4 liar. & JM'Hoii. 

If op. 

S[)cclal Jiotion on the cusc for ihv, iionpcrfonnancc of a i)ar()l I*'" v^'rsun 

agrcerncnti to take care o!, and rtjturii certain slaves to the i>!aintin, hIuvi h, and 

Avho were at work on the (lc(endant'8 vessel, at Alexandria. It 1.,?^,"^"'^* 

appeared that the delcndant agreed witli the plaintill', if he would 

suffer the nogroes to remain until Saturday at their work on the <'iiii>r mun- 

vcssel, he would carry them up to Georgetown in the sliip's yawl, ii',,!;.''','!, 

and deliver them safe to the plaintilV. It further ap])eared, that '',';;;;;« 

afterwards the plaintiff told the negroes that on Saturday they nnist '» 

' ^ .111 

leave the vessel, and make the hcst of then* way home, and take ncr, iir 

care of the tools. On Saturday after the work was finished, the llirth.ih-'*'*' 
necrroes went off in a pilot hoat, and were drowned. 

Per Cur. Gouldsboroughy Ch. J. The court are of opinion, 
and direct the jury, that if they shall he of opinion, from the whole 
of the evidence, that the plaintiff gave the negroes orders to return 
inconsistent with the contract and engagement made by the de- 
fendant and the plaintiff, then such directions, so given to the ne- 
groes, will release the defendant from any responsibility for the 
event which afterwards happened. But the court refuse to direct 
the jury, that if the plaintiff did give the directions stated by the 
defendant, in the manner, and under the circumstances so stated, 
the defendant is thereby freed from responsibility for the loss of 
' he n ^groes. Verdict and judgment for the plaintiff, and the defend- 
ant uppeale<i f:.b ihk court, and the judgment was ?ili>^rned. 

18. 

The Statb v, <.U,emens. Dec. T. 1832. 3 Dcvereaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 472. 

The defendant was convicted on the following indictment : — The act of 
" The jurors for the state, upon their oath, present that Willie ^^'^l^-^^; 
Clemens, late of &c. on &c., with force and arms at, &c., unlaw- prevent 

. ^ owners of 

fully did permit his slave, by the name of March, to hire his own slaves from 
time to divers persons, to the jurors aforesaid unknown, contrary f/.^'.^f^^^r 
to the act of the General Assembly in such case made and provi- 
ded, and aeainst," &c. The defendant was convicted, and judg- the master 

. lit. I J to an in- 

ment for the state being rendered, he appealed. dictment, 

Per Cur, Ruffin, J. This is an indictment against tlie master; Z^^'l^'^^ 
and is founded on a misconception of the act of 1794. The sta- «^^^«yhe^ 
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tute directs the grand jury to make " presentment of any slave." 
The great purpose of the act is to prevent and abate the nuisance, 
as was said in Woodman's ca^e. The proceeding ts, therefore, 
primarily against that, and the notice to the master is to give him 
an opportunity, as in other cases, of defending his slave, and not 
defending himself personally. It is true, the owner k indirectly 
punished, by having his slave hired out for osp j^e^^r. But that is 
only the incidental consequence of the jJidgmcnt. The personal 
liability of the master is for the penalty of twenty pouxuis. The 
act does not make him guilty of a misdemeanor, nor subject him 
to indictment. Judgment reversed. 

- ■■\ 

19. \ 

Grice v. Jones. July T. 1827. 1 Stewart's Alabama Kep, 

254. 

When a Detinue for a slave hired to the defendant until he was den^sa^ided 
by the ovrner. 

ceZ^.''"" defendant prayed the court to iB'^truct the jury, that, if ttbey 

believed the slave in question had been hired to him to contimiieJtn 
his service until demanded, a special demand was necessary b<?fore 
the plaintiff could have a right of action. The court refiiwu to 
give the instniction. 

Per Liscomb, Ch. J. We are of opinion, that if th& slave W4s 
hired on these terms, a special demand must precede the right of 
action. Judgment reversed. 



( IX. ) OF MORTGAGE OF SLAVES.* 

I. 

^a^ro"" Verdiere V. Leperte. May T. 1832. 4 Louisiana Rep. 41. 
made out The action was brought to recover from the defendant a num- 
wutnoTlf- b^*" of slaves, which the plaintitf purchased of one Campbell, at 

feet a siib- 

sequent 



sSe b/the * ''^^ ^'''^^ frequently stited that slaves are considered as property, and in most of 

mortgagor, ^^e states, *bey are considered as chattels personal. They are, therefore, subject to 

unless it be those rules and regulations, which society has established for Uie purchase and sale, and 

n^rstate " f ^"^^ to another, of Uiat species of property. They, thevefore, mav be 
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Tallahassee, in the territory of East Florida. By the terms of sale, 
Campbell reserved a right of redeeming the slaves, upon the pay- 
ment of the purchase money, within a certain time ; but before that 
time, he brought the slaves to New Orleans, and sold them to the 
defendant. The sale of Campbell was never recorded in Louisiana. 
Judgment for defendant. 

Per Cur. Martin, J. A vendee who suffers property to i-emain in 
the possession of the vendor, cannot resist the claim of a subsef|uent 
honajida purt;haser. And whether the indenture be considered as 
a deed of mortgage, as we conceive it really is, or as a deed of 
sale, as the plaintiff contends, it appears to us, the judge was 
equally correct in rejecting his claim, on account of the absence 
of the record of the mortgage in this state. A purchaser is not 
affected by a mortgage on property executed out of the state, 
unless it be recorded therein. 

2. 

Dabney et ai. v. Green. April T. 1809. 4 Hen. & Munf. 100. ; 

Robertson \. Campbell & Wheeler. 2 Call's Rep. 428.; 

Ch/.pman v. Turner, 1 Call's Rep. 380. 394. 
'i he court. Tucker, Roane, and Fleming, J's.. held, that under Whefhor 
clrr, imstances, a bill of sale, though absolute on its face, will be tract iffji 
Jt'tiued a mortgage ; the true question always being whether a coiiditional 
purchase of the property, or a loan of money, or forbearance of a mortgage, 
debt. And the court allowed a bill of sale absolute,to be consider- 

pend upon 

ed as a mortgage. And the same principle Vi^as recognised in ^^jfj^^ "JJ?" 
Ross V. Norvell, 1 Wash's Rep. 14. the case, 

* and IS open 

for expla- 
nation. 

M'DowELL V. Hall. Fall T. 1812. 2 Bibb's Rep. 610. 
Held by the court, Owsley, J., that where there was an absolute And an ab- 
bill of sale for slaves, and a conditional defeazance and stipulation of sale and 
given to the vendor, they are to be taken together, and make one ijjjj^^/g'';^^ 

to be taken 
together. 



mortgaged as personal property, or are ih^ subject of a qualified or conditional .sale, 
to suit the wants of the owner or purchaser of them. They are declared to be per- 
sonal estate, by the Rev. Code of Mississippi, 379.; Rev.- Code of Virginia, vol. 1. p. 

431. 47. Indeed, they are considered the sul«jv-cis of mortgage in ;dl the states by cus- 
tom, ajttd which exists in many of the states by express .statutory provisions. 
By the Black Code of Louisiana, vol. 1 Dig. p. 102. sec. 10, it is declared, that slaves 

shall be reputed and considered real estate; shall be, as such, subject to be mortgaged, 
according to the rules prescribed by law, and tiiey sbail be seized .-ind is real 

esta te. 
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coiitract ; and the defeazancc having suspended the right of the 
vendee, to take possession of them, until the death of the vendor, 
the statute of limitation did not begin to run until the death of the 
vendor. 

4. 

Dorset v. Gassaway. June T. 1809. 2 Har. & Johns. 

Rep. 402. 

KfTcctof Held by the court, Chascy Ch. J., that if a mortgage of slaves 
^ortgftgo^. was aubsisting, and the mortgagor, claiming the absolute owner- 
ship of tliem, sold them for a full consideration, although as to the 
mortgagee the sale would transfer only the equitable interest, yet 
as between the vendor and vendee, the operation of the contract 
would be to pass the absolute ownership in the slaves to the ven- 
dee, and, notwithstanding the after discharge of the vendee, under 
the insolvent law, and his purchase of the slaves from the mort- 
gagee, his subsequent acts, in perfecting his title to the slaves, will 
enure in law to confirm, a^d not to defeat hife contract. 

. -5. ■ 

DcmSEY V. /Gassaway. June T. 1809. 2 Har. & John's. 

Rep. 402. 

A sale by (^^r. Chose, Ch. J. If a mortgage of slaves was sub- 

gor p2£ siJiting, and the mortgagor claiming the absolute ownership of 
the titiwto them, sold them for a full consideration, although as to the mort- 
the vtmlee gage, the sale would transfer only the equitable interests yet as 
ihe^partie" between the vendor and vendee, the operation of the contract 
would be to pass the absolute ownership in the slaves to the ven- 
dee. 



* A mortgagor is the owner aga'.asl the world, and only subject to the lien of the 
mortgagee. And if the thing mortgaged be land he is supposed to be seized before 
foreclosure. 
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C. 

Hughes v. Graves et al. Spring T. 1822. 1 Liitlo's Kcp. 

317. 

Palincr mortgaged two bUivcs to Hughcjs, Fanny anil Esther. TUovMl- 
Palmer afterwards sold Fanny to Walker, and he also sold Esther l'/,*,;"!"' " 
to Graves. The mortgage debt not being paid, Hughes tiled Hiuyt! mort- 
a bill against Palmer, Walker, and Graves. Walker, hi his bonVaftor 
answer, admitted that he purchased Fanny ; but averred it was lio,i*^'onho 
without notice of the mortgage. The court pronounced a dcci ee 
directing the sale of Fanny. Hughes filed a supplemental bill, iruicliliuUlo 
stating the proceedings on the former bill, and averring, that Inumioftiic 
Esther, when purchased by Graves, was of little or no value, and 
soon after died ; and that Fanny, subsequent to the execution of liersoif, 
the mortgage, had two children, which were claimed by, and in 
the ppssesession of Walker, iind prays that they may be delivered 
up to satisfy the balance of the mortgage debt. But the court de- 
creed that Graves, the purchaser of Esther, should pay the bal- 
ance of the mortgage debt. 

Per Cur. There can be no doubt but the slave Fanny was 
liable to the mortgage. Walker having been a purchaser without 
notice, in fact, of the mortgage, is an immaterial circumstance. 
For the mortgage having been duly recorded, the law will pre- 
sume notice. Besides, the legal title was by the mortgage vested 
in Hughes, and the want of notice only protects a purchaser against 
a latent equity, and not against the legal title. Nor can there be 
any doubt but that the children of Fanny, born after the execu- 
tion of the mortgage, are as much liable as Fanny herself ; for it 
is a settled rule, that the offspring belongs to the owner of the 
mother, partus sequitur ventrem being a maxim of the civil law. 

7. 

TuRNBULL V. MiDDLETON ct al. Dcc. T. 1831. Walker's 

Mississippi Rep. 413. 

Per Cur. Black, J. The court are unanimously of opinion, '^'^^ 

gagor of 

that where slaves are mortgaged for the payment of a debt, the slaves not 
mortgagor, or other person having the slaves in possesskm, is lia- hTre.^on'^ 
ble for hire after the forfeiture of the condition of the Mortgage, '^^/''f 

o o ' of the con- 
by the nonpayment of the money on the day due ; that the off- jj'tio" 

spring of such slaves, born after such forfeiture, are not subject to gage. 

lien under the mortgage. 
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That, in thia case, the mortgagee havh)g: released the oilier slave, 
ill the mortgage mentioned, for a much less sum than their real 
value, and being more than sulficient to have fully satisfied the debts, 
and having retained only $700, is evidence of combination between 
mortgagor, and mortgagee to prejudice the rights of an innocent 
purchaser of one of the slaves mortgaged ; and would be so great 
a hardship on this innocent purchaser, for valuable consideration, 
that the court will not enforce the mortgage lien. 

8. 

DaBNEY AND OTHERS, EXECUTORS AND LEGATEES OP SaDLER V. 

Green. April T. 1809. 4 Hen, & Munf. Rep. 101. 109. 

The right Tuckcr, J. The bill states, that Green, being indebted to Sadler, 
tmn. * '"^ on the 7th of March, 1778, executed a deed to him for six negroes, 
to secure the payment of the debt, and that Sadler executed at the 
same time a defeazance, whereby he agreed that, on payment of 
jC126, 1 Is., (the debt before mentioned,) in three years, the right 
of Sadler to the slaves should cease. That Green was to keep 
possession of the slaves, paying interest on his debt, for which 
Green at different times gave his notes, under the name of hire for 
the slaves. That Green being absent from his home for a short 
time on business, in December, 1789, Sadler took out an attach- 
ment on his estate, which was levied on these negroes. Judgn»ent 
in the attachment suit was obtained against Green, and the slaves 
sold under an execution issued upon that judgment ; and that 
they were all purchased by Sadler for The object of the 

bill is to set aside the sale and redeem the negroes. The defend- 
ants admit that Green was indebted to Sadler at the time he ex- 
ecuted the bill of sale, which they insist was an absolute convey- 
ance and transfer of the property both at law and in equity. They 
then proceed to state, by way of defensive allegation, that Green, 
before suing out the attachment, had absolutely absconded, and 
was on board a vessel with the negroes, and other effects, six 
miles from his home, when he was overtaken by the deputy sheriff, 
in a calm, who levied the attachment on the slaves. This fact is 
proved by the testimony of two witnesses ; one of whom (the 
deputy sheriff) says, that Green, after some conversation, observed, 
that if there had not been an unlucky calm, he should have been 
far enough out of reach ; and thinks he said he should have been 
in Carolina. That the bill of sale given by Green for the negroes, 
was intended only as a security for his debt to Sadler, and not as 
an absolute conveyance, or even a conditional sale, is, I think, 
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obvious, not only from the papers themselves, but from the aibnis- 
sioi) in the aiisv^^crs, that there was a previous debt due from Green 
to Shadier, which di.«tinguishe3 it from the case of Chapman v. Tur- 
ner, 1 Call's Rep. 280. ; and brinj^s it within those of Ross v. Nor- 
veil, 1 Waoh. Rep. 14. ; and Robertson v. Campbell and Wheeler^ 
2 Call's Rep. 424. I consider the original transaction between the 
parties, therefore, merely as a mortgage ; and I hold, that if a 
creditor by bond, or other legal right which he is enabled to pro- 
secute with effect at law, obtains from his debtor a mortgage by 
way of security for the same, and then prosecutes a suit at com- 
mon law, and having obtained judgment for his debt, levies tlie ex- 
ecution upon the mortgaged property, which is sold by the sheriff, 
and purchased by the creditor, the debtor'^s right to redeem is not 
extinguished by this proceeding at law, but his equity of redemp- 
tion continues as fully and completely as before the execution was 
levied, or the judgment obtained. And this upon principle ; for 
tbe creditor having accepted of the security for his debt, is bound by 
every condition that a court of equity might impose upon him ; nor 
can he by his own act al)Solve himself from any such equitable 
obligation. 

The case of Lord Cranmwn v Johnson, 3 Ves. jun. 170., is a 
much stronger case than the one I have put ; and shows that a 
creditor purchasing property, sold under execution to pay his own 
debt, may, under circumstances, be considered as holding the same 
only as security for his debt, and the charges he has been put to. 
But there are several features in this transaction which give to this 
particular case a very difTerent complexion. Gi'een is proved to 
have absconded fraudulently with his family and property, among 
which were, or a considerable part of these slaves, and had actually 
embarked on board a vessel, and proceeded some distance on his way 
to another state, or some other quarter of this state, where he could 
conceal himself and his property from the very creditor to whom he 
had pledged it as a security. One of the soundest maximsof equity is, 
' that he who hath committed iniquity, shall not have equity.' Francis' 
Max. 2. ; that is, as explained by Fonblanque, b. 1. c. 2. s. 13, note 
(p,) where such person is, as in the present case, plaintiff. Willing- 
harn v. Jojce, 3 Ves. jun. 168., is not so strong a cas.-. m 
this ; for here the present plaintiff did all in his power to de- 
fraud his creditor. The latter was driven to seek redress at law. 
Whether the proceedings in the cause were regular or erroneous, 
cannot be inquired into in a collaterate way. The judgment must 
22 
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be taken to be. right, the sale lawful, and the pureluise by the credi- 
tor the same as the purcliaae by any other person. The fraud of 
Green has utterly de|)rivcd him of the aid of a court of C(}uity, which 
ought never to interpose to deprive a fair creditor, as ^^Jadlcr was, 
of a legal advantage, gained in a due course of law, in consequence 
of a most tlagrant attempt on the part of the debtor to defraud him. 
The staleness of the claim, postponed till after Sadler's death, and 
barred at law by the act of Umltations, furnishes additional rea- 
sons in support of this opinion. The other judges concurred in 
this opinion, 

9. 

Field v. Beeleu et al. Spring T. 1813. 3 Bibb's Rep. 18. 
WJio to be Held by the Court, Boyle, Ch. J., that upon a bill to redeem a 

nuidc pur- •' . , ,> • • • 

tietj. slave pledged to secure the payment of money, it is suincient to 
make the executor of the mortgagee a party, and it is unnecessary 
to make the heirs parties. 

10. 

Mooteie's Executor v. William Aylett's Executors, and 
Philip Aylett. Oct. T. 1806. 1 Hen. & Munf. Vir- 
ginia Rep. 29. 

On a sale In this case the court of appeals decided that if it be agreed 
mortgagee between a mortgagor and mortgagee, that, in case the debt be 
cour'/for "°*P^^*^-* mortgagee may sell the property; and in consequence 
the surplus thereof, he sells without proof of A aud, he is accountable to the 
mortgagor for the surplus of the sum for which he sells above the 
amount of the debt, with interest on such surplus until payment ; 
but not for profits, unless he appears to have received them previous 

to the sale, nor for the value of the property at any subsequent 
time. 

11, 

Head v. Hobbs et al. April T. 1829. 1 J. J. Marshall's 

Rep. 283. 

The pos. Held by the court, Robertson, Ch. J., that possession of a mort- 
the iiH.rt- gagor, even alter lorleiture, is not per se- evidence of fraud; when 
fSufr mortgage or conditional sale is good in the beginning, it will 
'"erw''^^"'^ continue good in law, notwithstanding the possession of the mort- 
gagor or the vendor. See Hamilton v. Russel, 1 Cranch's Rep. 
3t)9. ; M*Gowan v. Hay, 5 Little's Rep. 243. 
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12. 

Fknwick v. Macy'h Ex'iis. Spring T. 18.33. 1 Dana's Rep. 
277. ; Ross V. NoRVELL, I Wash. Rep. 14. ; Youno v. 
Wiseman, 7 Monroe's Rep. 270,; Mims v. Mims, 3 J. J. 
Marshall's Rep. 103. 

The facts of tlu; case apix^arod to be these : Macy advanced '^'f'". P""- 
money to Fenwick in 1807, on the sale of three «lavc8, which Fen- a uu.ngu- 
wick retained at hire. h\ June, 1822, Fenwick filed a bill, 
which he claimed his right to redeem the slaves, on the ground 
that the contract between him and Macy should be regarded as a iKUniH-ctod 
mortgage. The executors of Macy insisted upon the lapse of ,11,, or ih'ni'- 
time in bar of relief. The court below held, that the contract of 
sale being intended only as security for the advance of money, the «" 
sale way to be treated as a mortgage, and dismissed Fenwick's bill tiw imii(;a- 
upon the ground, that as five years adverse possession Avas a legal s*ioi/ir'^^^" 
bar to the recovery of a slave in an action at law, the chancellor !jjj'"|fjj!j.j^*! 
should adopt the same rule and apply it to bar the mortgagor'*', ry one, and 
equity of redemption, after the mortgagee had been in possession poss^ssiou 
five years. The statute of Umitations would furnish the rule, and 20*'"" 
would be applied by the chancellor. J^'^*"" 

Per Cur. Underwood^ J. Upon the principle of conforming to to have 
the statute of limitations, the chancellor should, where slaves are JeJsc'fVoro 
adversely held by a mortgagee for more than five years, refuse a 
redemption when applied for by the mortgagor. To put a strong 
case ; If possession of a slave be with the mortgagee, and he were 
to notify the mortgagor that his right to redeem was denied, and 
that the mortgagee held the slaves in his own right, free from in- 
cumbrance, the chancellor would give no relief after five years' 
acquiescence on the part of the mortgagor, in the possession of 
the mortgagee under such circumstances. If he did, it would 
outrage the policy of the legislature as manifested by the statute. 

Theright which a mortgagor of aslave has to redeem, may therefore 
depend upon the nature and character of the possession held by 
the mortgagee. If the possession be adverse, he must seek his 
remedy within five years. If it be not adverse, be may have twenty 
years to redeem, and no longer. Why not a longer time, when 
the possession is not adverse 1 Because, after twenty years, the 
equity is stale, and the presumption is strong that the mortgaged 
debt is satisfied, and good policy requires that things long acqui- 
esced in, should not be disturbed on account of the difficulty of 
reaching the whole truth. 
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Per Robertson^ Ch. J. The character of the thing mortgngcd,; 
whether it he a slave or land, cannot aHect the dignity of the 
mortgage itself. The equity of redcn>ption, heing a right exclu- 
sively within the cognisance of the chancellor, does not come 
within the operation of any statutory limitation. But policy and 
justice require, that all equitable claims should be asserted in a 
reasonable and convenient time. Twenty years have been de- 
signated by chancery practice as the proper time within which 
rights, purely equitable, should be asserted, and beyond which, the 
chancellor should not, generally, hear an application for relief. 
In llovenden v. Lord Annesly, 2 Sch. & Lcf. 037., Lord Redes- 
dale said, that, "every new right of action in equity that accrues 
to the party must be acted upon, at the utmost, within tvvt^nty 
years." This must be understood, with the implied qualification, 
that there has been no intermediate disability or recognition. 

A mortgagor or mortgagee in possession under the mortgage, 
holds as mortgagor or mortgagee, and not adversely, the one to the 
other. As long as he so holds, the statute of limitations does not, 
even as to the legal right, commence running j and it will not 
commence at law until the amicable possession shall have become 
adverse. But if either the mortgagor or mortgagee be permitted 
to remain in possession for twenty years, without any recognition, 
express or implied, of the existence of the debt, there should after- 
wards be no eviction, foreclosure, or redemption, against the will 
of the party so continuing in possession. The law will not pre- 
sume that such a possession, thus long continued, had been ami- 
cable, but will consider it, after the end of twenty years, to have 
been adverse from the beginning, or from the time when the 
mortgage debt was due, unless some opposing facts interfere. 
The payment of the debt will be presumed, and nothing appearing 
to the contrary, the presumption will be, that it was paid when it 
became due, and that, of course, the possession, from that time 
was adverse, and not in the character of mortgagor and mortgagee. 
Hence, if the mortgagee bring an ejectment against the mortgagor, 
aftersuch unqualified possession of twenty years, the statute of limi- 
tations may bar the action ; and if he tiled his bill to foreclose, he 
may be barred, not only in analogy to the statute of limitations, but 
because his claim has becorne too stale and questionable to justify 
an enforcement of it in equity. The same principles apply to the 
mortgagor's equity of redemption, after a continued possession by 
the mortgagee for twenty years. But if, within twenty years, 
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tberc shall have been' any ncknovvleclgmcnt of the subsistence of 
the debt, or of d holding' under tlie mortgage, the lapse of time 
may not operate as a bar at law or in equity. 

If a slave be mortgaged, less than twenty years will not bar the 
equity of the mortgagor, or the right of the mortgagee, unless the 
party in possession shall have shown clearly that he disclaimed 
holding under the mortgage, and had held independently of it, and 
adversely to the right of the other party to it. In less than twenty 
years neither law norequity will presume a transmutation of the pos- 
session, from its original and amicable, into an inconsistent and hos- 
tile nature. Tiio right to redeem a mortgaged slave is precisely the 
same as the equity of redemption in land. It is the creature of 
equity, and is nothing but equity. And therefore the statute of limita- 
tions does not apply to it ; but the right to redeem may continue 
for twenty years to exist ; and indeed, facts may have intervened 
■which may extend it beyond twenty years, just as if the thing 
mortgaged had been land. But as soon as the mortgagee shall re- 
nounce his mortgage, and assert an absolute and indefeasible right 
to the slave, independently of the mortgage, the relation of 
mortgagor and mortgagee will cease to exist, and the statute of 
limitations will, of course, eo instant^ commence- running ; and, 
consequently, such an adversary holding for five years would 
be a legal bar for restitution, and should equally bar the equity of 
redemption ; for in such case the equitable right would corres- 
pond with the legal right, and five years' adversary possession would 
have vested title absolutely in the holder. See Reed v. Lansdale, 
Hard. Rep. 6.; Ballinger v. Worley, 1 Bibb's Rep. 198.; Breck- 
inridge V. Brooks et al., 2 Marsh. Rep, 339 ; Morgan's heirs v. 
Boon's heirs, 4 Monroe's Rep. 297. 

13. 

Claiborne v. Hill. Spring T. 1793. 1 Wash. Rep. 177. 

185. 

The court, Penclletoriy president, held, that a mortgagor of per- A mortga- 

sonal property continuing in possession is not evidence of fraud, f,i,ig^hf'" 

if the mortgage be upon a bana fide consideration, and be duly fj^^jj^f 'evi- 

recorded. deuce of 

fraud. 



174 



SLAVERY. 



11. 

TiioMi^soN V. Patton. Spring T. 1824. 5 Little's Rep. 74. 
S. i'. Ross V. NoiivELL, .1 Wash. Rep. 14. 19. ; Thomp- 
son V. Davknpoiit, 1 Wash. Rej). 12(3. 

Parol evi- Thc Complainant alleged in his hill, that he borrowed money of 
.u.n(;o iHin. tj^y (|^.f(j^jn,it autl made a bill of sale of his slave, under the un- 

IKlIlllMSlDM! ' 

iu piovc^ derstanding and agreement that the slave should be returned in 
solute one month after. The answer relied on the bill of sale being ab- 

ul" sal«i fur , 1 i , 

ji sliivc wius solute. 

int<-u.ic'(l ^Ynd the question was, whether thc bill of sale for the slave was 

lor a uiort- * 

gagfi. intended to be a sale, or whether it was a mortgage. 

Per Cur. Millsy J. The question must rest on the inquiry, 
whether, under the circumstances of the case, the parol proof of 
what was thc real contract between the parties, or whether parol 
proof, changing the absolute transfer into a mortgage, is admissible. 
Such proof has been admitted to enable the court of chancery to de- 
cide between a mortgage and conditional sale ; and instances may 
not be wanting of such proof being admitted to convert absolute 
sales into mortgages ; but whether the admission of such proof 
can be sustained upon principle, is an inquiry worthy of our at- 
tention. That such proof is admissible in cases where it is first 
shown that the deed or writing was drawn different from what 
was intended, by mistake or fraud, or was executed under circum- 
stances where the free agency of the grantor was controlled, or 
where it is usurious, as the statute against usury admits of such 
proof, or under any previous circumstance which may legitimately 
lay a foundation for or open the door to such testimony, cannot 
be doubted ; but whether it is admissible in every case, and may 
be used to add to, or insert a condition in an absolute deed, by 
showing that such was the agreement and understanding at the 
time of its execution, but not inserted in the writing, is a differ- 
ent question, Upon examining the authorities on this subject, we 
find them not consistent with each other ; for although moist of 
them recognize the general principle that parol evidence is not 
admissible to vary the written contract, yet courts have made so 
many exceptions to the rale," that they have, if all the cases are to ; 
be sustained, pared down the rule itself to scarcely the rank of an 
exception. Parol evidence in this case cannot be admitted. 
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15. 

English v. Lane, January T. .L82f3. .1 Porier's Hep. 328. 

The queslion before tlie court was, whether an absohile h'lW of An nhso- 
sale of a number of negroes could be explained by parol evidence, „ai,Mimyim 
and proved to have been understood by the parties, and intended 
by them to be operative as a niortg'age of the negroes. ''ll' -'t'lalr, 

The court, S iffold^ J., (after referring to Parklnirst v. Van 
Courtlandt, 1 Jolins. Chan. Rep. 273., Vandervoort v. Col. \m. 
Com., % Caines' Rep. 155., Mumford v. MTherson, 1 Johns. 
Rep. 414., Watson v. Stackett's Adm'i'S, C Har. & Johns. Rep. 
435., Ross V. Norvell, 1 Wash. Rep. 14., Hatter v. Etenaud, 2 
Dess. Rep. 570., Clark v. TIenry, 2 Cowen's Rep. 324.,) held, that 
it was a general rule, that a written contract could not be contra- 
dicted, varied, or explained by parol ; yet an absolute deed may 
be shown, by parol proof, to have been extended to operate as a 
mortgage in cases of fraud, 

16. 

HouTON V. HoLLiDAY. Jan. T. 1812. 1 North Carolina Law 

Repository, 87. 

Henry Taylor by his will, dated 21st November, 1799, be- JlJe'^j," 
queatbed to his dau^bter Lucy, a negro man^ Harry. In March, pledged lo 

* 11. 1 secure the 

1800, Taylor borrowed of William Holliday, the defendant, one payment of 
hundred pounds, and to secure the payment, executed a deed of row'-a.^'the 
sale in the usual form, to which tbe following clause was added : p'':*!^':^ 

' _ liable m as- 

" The conditions of tbe above bill of sale is such, that if the sinnpsit for 
said Henry Taylor, his heirs, executors or administrators, doth ofthi'siave 
and shall, well and truly pay to the said William Holliday, or his |n't^/p"«{. ^f^f 
heirs, on or before the 25th day of December next, the sum of tho dobtthe 

principal 

two hundred dollars, then the above bill ot sale to be null and void, hiuu 
otherwise to remain in full force until the said Taylor doth pay 
tbe sum of two hundred dollars. Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
the day and year first above written." 

" Henry Taylor, Seal. 

Test. Titus Car." 

Taylor died in April, 1800. His will was duly proved, and 
Mlcajah Edwards, the executor therein named, qualified in the 
same month. The plaintiff intermarried with the legatee, Lucy, 
in April, 1801 ; and upon the marriage, the executor of Taylor 
assented to tbe legacy of the negro Harry to the plaintifi'. The 
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iiegro Harry remained in the possession of the defendant, from 
March, 1800, until April, 1803, and is worth thiity pounds a year. 
In April, 1803, the plaintiff paid Holliday, (for which the negro 
was pledged,) two hundred dollars, and the negro was delivered 
to him. He then demanded satisfaction for the services of the ne- 
gro, which the defendant .-efused to make. Upon this case the 
plaintiff brings his action, and declares ; 

1. For the wages of the negro, from the death of Henry Tay- 
lor, to the surrender by defendant in April, 1803. 

2. For many had and received by defendant to plaintiff's use, 
for the excess of what was paid defendant more than was due of 
the sum lent, allowing the wages of the negro annually to diminish 
the debt and interest. The jury, under the charge of the court, 
found a verdict in favor of the plaintiff for the sum of forty-eight 
pounds, estimated as the wages of the negro from the time of 
plaintiff's marriage \/ith Lucy, the legatee, until the delivery in 
April, 1803, deducting the interest of the sum borrowed for the 
same term. It is submitted to the opinion of the supreme court, 
whether the said verdict shall stand. 

Per Cur, Taylor^ Ch. J. It has been the uniform practice of 
the courts of equity in this state, to make a mortgagee in possession* 
account for the rents and profits, upon a bill filed for redemption. 
This is a necessary consequence of the principles which prevail in 
those courts relative to a mortgage, which is considered only as a 
security for money lent, and the mortgagee a trustee of the mort- 
gagor. To sanction an opposite doctrine even in the cases of 
pledges, where the profits exceed the interest of the money lent, 
would be to furnish facilities for the evasion of the statute against 
usury, almost amounting to a repeal of that salutary law. Nothing 
can come more completely within the legal notion of a pledge, 
than the slave held by Holliday in the present case ; for, by the 
very terms of the contract, it was so to continue until the money 
should be paid, no legal property vesting in Holliday, who had only 
a lien upon it to secure his debt. All the profits, therefore, ex- 
ceeding the interest of his debt, he received to the plaintiff's use, 
and cannot conscientiously withold. Wherever a man receives 
money belonging to another, without any valuable consideration 
given, the law implies that the person receiving, promised to account 
for it to the true owner ; and the breach of such implied underta- 
king, is to be compensated for in the present form of action, which 
is, according to Mr. Justice Blackstone, " a very extensive and 
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beneficial rerasdy, applicable to almost every case where a person 
has received money, which ex egvo et bonOy he ought to refund.*' 
Nor is its application to a case like the present without authority from 
direct adjudication. The case of Astley v. Reynolds, in Strange, 
915., furnishes an instance of a man's being allowed to receive the 
surplus which he had paid beyond legal interest, in order to get 
possession of gooAa which he had pledged, [n principle, the cases 
are the same ; the only thing in which they dliTer is, that in the case 
before us, the money was received by the defendant from the labor 
of the pledge ; in the other, it was paid by the plaintiflfs. We 
therefore think the plaintiff is entitled to judgment. 

17. 

Wolf v. O'Fxeeel. Nov. T. 1812. Constitutional Court 

Rep. 151. 

This was a motion to set aside a nonsuit ordered on the ground A mortga- 

^cc of* ix 

of a failure of necessary evidence to maintain the action. The slave may 
action was trover, for the conversion of a negro slave, trover^'af- 

The plaintiff's claim was founded on an instrument of writing [JjiJjjf 
containing a conditional contract of sale by the owner of the slave, the mort- 
Snell, to the plaintiff, by way of mortgage, to secure the pay- broken, 
ment of a sum of money lent by the plaintiff to Snell. 

By the terms of the contract, the slave was to remain in Snell's 
possession until the day of payment, when, if the money was not 
paid, with interest, it should be lawful for the plaintiff to take pos- 
session of, and sell the slave in satisfaction of the debt. But if 
the debt was satisfied at the day, the sale should be void. The 
writing was not sealed, but only signed by Snetl. It was stated 
that the debt was unsatisfied after the day appointed for the pay- 
ment thereof; and the plaintiff contends, thaf: by the legal opera- 
lion of the contract, the mortgagee became proprietor of the slave, 
liable to the equity of redemption. Upon this statement, the 
paper was offered in evidence to prove property in the plaintiff, 
and was rejected by the court ; in consequence of which the non- 
suit was ordered. 

JSTolt, J. This was an action of trover, to recover a negro slave, 
tried before judge Smith, at Orangeburgh. The plaintiff had 
taken a mortgage of the negro in question from one Snell, redeem- 
able upon the payment of a certain sum of money, on a future 
day. Snell continued in the possession of the negro, and previous 
to the day of payment, sold him to the defendant. The presiding 
23 
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judge grantqtl a nohs^iit, on the ground that the mortgage did not 
vcHt such a legal right in the plaintill' as entitled him to maintain 
this action. 1 am, however, of opinion, that such a right did vest 
in him, ftnd therefore the nonsuit ought to be set aside. E\ery 
mortgage, prima fiiciey conveys a legal right to become void, on a 
condition subsequent, which it is incumbent on the mortgagor to 
prove. Whether the want of delivery, or any circumstances atten- 
ding the transaction, afforded such presumption, or evidence of 
fraud, as would prevent the plaintiff from recovering on the merits, 
should have been subnnttcd to the jury, but could not have been 
taken advantage of by way of nonsuit. The motion, therefore, 
ought to be granted. 

Colcockj J. On the argument of this case I was inclined to 
think that the opinion of the court below was correct, nnd that 
the mortgage should not have been given in evidence. But, on 
farther consideration, I am induced to think a mortgagee may 
maintain his action of trover against a third person. 

In England, the mortgagee may maintain his action even against 
the mortgagor. Ruch v. Hall, Doug. Rep. 22. ; Birch v. Wright, 
1 Term Rep. 382. 3. And after the stat. 4th of Ann, which does 
away the necessity of attornment, he may maintain his action or 
distress for rent against a tenant. Mors v. Gallimore, Doug. Rep. 
279. But by our act of assembly, the right of the mortgagee to 
maintain ejectment against the mortgagor is taken away. Vol. 1. 
p. 65. It appears to me, if this remedy is not given, that the 
mortgages of personal property ^;ould be wholly ineffectual. In 
the case of Atkinson v. Maling and others, 2 T. Rep. 462., the 
ship, which was recovered by the plaintiff, was at sea when mort- 
gaged, and, of course, no delivery could be made. It seems to be 
conceded, that the mortgagee is considered as being in possession 
from the execution and delivery of the mortgage, in the same man- 
ner that the assigns of a bankrupt are considered to be in possession 
of the goods of the bankrupt assignee, and may maintain trover for 
the recovery of them. 7 Term. Rep. 312. The mortgagee is the 
absolute and true owner. 3 Cranch's Rep. 140. 144. Ryall v. 
Rowles, 1 Ves. I am, upon these authorities, and for these reasons 
of opinion, that the motion be granted. 

Bay, J. Upon the argument of this case, I was rather inclined 
to think, that the right of property was not absolute in the mort- 
gagee till after a foreclosure, or a sale under the mortgage, which 
in this country has been considered as tantamount to a foreclosure. 
But upon reconsidering this case, I am now very clearly of opinion, 
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thiif: upon Aiilurc of payment of tlie money, or performance of the 
conrlition in the mortgage, the property becomes absolute in the 
mortgagee. Jiefore the failure of payment of the money mention- 
ed in the proviso, the legal estate is still in the mortgagor, aiul oi.ly 
a conditional one in the mortgagee. But after failure of payment 
of the money, it is no longer conditional in the mortgagee, but ab- 
solute ; and is gone in law from the mortgagor forever ; subject, 
however, in equity, at any time before foreclosure, to the right of 
redemption, upon payment of principal and interest of the mort~ 
gage money. 3 Black. Com. 158.; 3 Ba. Abr. Tit. Mortgage, 635. 
Taking it then for granted, that the property is absolute in the 
mortgagee after failure, it follows as a natural consequence, that 
he may pursue his property wheresoever he can find it ; for the 
right of pi operty gives the right of remedy, and he may take it out 
of the possession of the mortgagor himself, or out of the possession 
of any other person who may have it by transfer or sale, if he can 
procure such possession peaceably ; or, upon demand and refusal, 
may maintain an action of Irovcr for it ; for he who has the first 
mortgage shall prevail over all other mortgages or conveyances 
whatever. Eq. Cas. Ab. 320.; 3 Bac. Abr. 042. 

The civil law is very full upon this right of the creditor, to pur- 
sue the thing mortgaged in the hands of any person in whose pos- 
session it may be found. 1 Domat, 343. &c. And the common 
law in this respect is borrowed from the civil law. It has been 
the custom, from time immemorial, in this country, for the mort- 
gagee, after failure of payment of the money mentioned in the 
proviso, to seize the negroes, or other chattels, and, after duly 
advertising, to sell them towards payment and satisfaction of the 
debt. 

And, indeed, this custom seems to have given rise to the com- 
mon covenant in almost every mortgage deed, to empower the 
mortgagee to seize and sell, and to return the overplus, if any, to 
the mortgagor, which, in fact, is only a declaration of the common 
law right which would exist without it. And, although it is usual 
and common to put such mortgages into the hands of the sheriff, 
to seize and sell, yet he only acts as the agent of the mortgagees, 
and not in his official capacity of sheriff. This custom, however, 
is a very commendable one, as the sheriff" of a district is always 
supposed to be highly trustworthy, and a very proper person to 
conduct such sales. Upon the whole, I am of opinion that the 
Hon-suit should be set aside, and a new trial granted. The other 
judges concurred. 
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18. 

Hopkins v. Thompson June T. 1835. 2 Porter's Rep. 433. 

Dninno Dctbiuc by Hopkins, the mortgagee, of eertain slaves, against 
luraby ilio TlioiTipsoii, a purchaser under an execution against the mortgagor, 
of iKsrHoiml the court charged the jury that an action ol dctmue was not 
llfhTtiM^ sustainable to recover possession of the slaves without a foreclosure 
liin.! of r(!- qP ^\'^(, mortgage. Judgment for defendant. 

tlcmption " ^ 

has I'xpi- Per Cur. Jlilchcockj J. There can be no doubt but that dcti- 
ft tlii'rd per- ^^^^^ ^'^ ^0 recover personal property mortgaged after the time 
Bon. jp^,, jcclcmption of the mortgage has expired. By the mortgage, 
the legal estate, as between mortgagor and mortgagee, is vested 
in the latter, and he has tllie right to recover the possession of the 
property for the purpose of subjecting it to the payment of his debt ; 
and he may proceed either at law or by bill in equity. 

19. 

Hart v. Reeve ~ March T. .1818. 5 Haywood's Rep. 50. 



galee"can- ^^^^ court, that whcre personal property (slaves) were 

nor follow mortgaged and left with the mortgagor, and were disposed of by 
morflaged ^n innocent purchaser, the mortgagee could not follow 



hancW mortgage not having been registered in time. 

the bona fi- 
de vendee 20. 
ofthemort- -.j. _ ^ ^ 

gagor. YouNa V. FoRGEY et al. May T. 1817. 4 Haywood's Rep. 11. 

The hirer Held by the court, that the mortgagee, or hirer of slaves is in the 
gee"nmS' P^^^*^ ^^^^ master or owner, and must supply necessaries, includ- 
fiirnish ne- ing medical aid, and such as a good masteroughtto furnish. So, also 

cessaries to , . ° • j "'^"j 

slaves. durmg a temporary sickness, running away, and other casualties, 
which the absolute owner would be liable to, before hiring or 
mortgagiLg, the temporary hirer must sustain the loss. 
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(X.) OF DOWER OF SLAVES.* 
I. 

M'Carg's ex'r v. Calltcott. March T. 1811. 2 Mnnf. Rep. 
501. ; Ambleii and Wife v. Norton, 4 Hen. &. Munf. 23. 

Declaration in detinue lor slave by the executor of the testator, ,,ri 

. ' Wiiere a 

whose v/idow is the delendant. The widow was possessed of the ^vi«I()\v 
slaves, as her thirds of the slaves of her former husband ; and Hiavos^as 
being so possessed, the plainitilT's testator married her, and died. rirJ'u"'8o" 
And the question was, whethei a widow holding slaves in dower, 
and marrying again, thereby vests them in her second husband, so slaves be- 
that upon his death they go to Ids representatives, or whether she iecoiJdlm^ 
shall have them for the residue of her life. The county court !';""^' *""^ 

Ills rCDTC" 

gave judgment for the plaintiff ; and on appeal, the judgment was sentativca 
reveraed by the district court, and the plaintiff appealed to this dcatii!"^"^ 
court. 

The president delivered the opinion of the court, consisting of 
judges Flemings Roane, Cabell and Coalter, that the judgment of 
the district court be reversed, and that of the county court 
affirmed. 



* Slaves are subject to dower in all the states. Not only are they subject to dower, 
but the widow's interest in them is protected by statutory provisions. If the hus- 
band manumits his slaves, whereby creditors and the dower of the widow are affected, 
the manumission is so far ineffectual, that tlie manumitted slaves may be sold for a 
period, and the proceeds of the sale applied to the creditors of the former owner and 
his widow. By the B,ev. Code of Virg. vol. 1 p. 436., it is declared, that the right of 
the widow to the dower of slaves emancipated by tlie husband's will, are saved if she 
renounce under the will. So, also, the rights of tlie creditors of tlie person emanci- 
pating are saved. And by the Rev. Code of Mississippi, p. 385, § 75., it is declared, 
that slaves emancipated are subject to the right of dower of the widow, and are made 
liable to execution for the previous debts of the owner. And similar provisions ex- 
ist in the statutes of the .other states. Civil Code of Louisiana, art. 190. ; 2 Litt. and 
Swi. 1155.; 2Biev. Dig. 256.; James' Dig. 398. ;' Toulmin's Dig. 632.; Prince's 
Dig. 457. 
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2. 

IIykes & Wife v. White's Abm'r. April T. 1832. 7 J. J. 

Marsljall's Rep. 134. 

A wife's OH- P*^^ llohcrtson, Ch. .T. The only qimatinn prrsntitod In 

tiitomjlow- ^jjjg ^jj^gg jg ^hcthcF sluvcs possessed in right of dower by wfeme at 

or of «l(ivo8 ' * . . / 1 . 1 

by II for- the time of her marriage survive to her, or constitute (during her 
JmnV'ou life, and after the death of her husband, whom she married whilst 
rh^("*vrflt8 ^^^^ ^^^^^ them as dower in a former husband's estate) a fund for 
in fior hus- (hc payment of his debts, and for distribution among his heirs. 

The question has been expressly decided by this court, in the 
case of Hawkins v. Craig and Wife, 6 Monroe's Rep. 256. In that 
case the court decided, that the wife's estate in slaves held as dower 
from a former hushend, at the time of her marriage with a suc- 
ceeding husband, vests absolutely in the latter during their joint 
lives ; and in the event of her surviving him, goes, during her life, 
to his personal representatives. They are assets in the hands of 
the husband's representatives, if he should die before his wife. 
Slaves held in right of dower vest in the second husband, and do not 
survive to the surviving wife, but vest in the representatives of the 
second husband during the life of the widow, subject only to her 
right of dower, as part of her husband's estate. And see Fightmas- 
ter et al. v. Beasly, 7 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 410. The court said 
that the interest of a wife in the devise of a slave vests absolutely 
in the husband. 

3. 

Thrift v. Hannah et al. June T. 1830. 2 Leigh's Rep. 
300. ; S. P. GivENs v. Manns, 6 Munf. Rep. 191. ; Lewis 
V. FuLLERTON, 1 Rand's 15. 

And her Rachel Magruder, being a feme sole, on the 25th of Nov. 1798, 
right to lYiade a written instrument of manumission, to take effect in futuro. 

niaiiunut ^ _ ' 

them is of certain slaves, Hannah, Kate and others, which instrument is 
attested by two witnesses, and partly proved by one of them, and 
continued for further proof in April, 1799. In November, 1799, 
Rachel Magruder married Thrift, having the negroes in her pos- 
session, who was ignorant of the deed of emancipation. Thrift 
and his wife moved into another county, taking the negroes with 
them, and holding them as slaves. Mrs. Magruder died in 1811. 
In 1819 the instrument of emancipation was fully proved. The 
husband holding the negroes in his possession as slaves, this suit 
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was commenced. Verdict for plaiutifls ; and Thrift appealed to tlic 
Circuit Court of Albormaile, which afUrmed the judgment, and he 
aj)pealcd to this court. 

The court held, that under the statute, an instrument of eman- 
cipation is ineftectual to confer freedom till full probat Ik- ihadc, 
and takes eflect from that act. And in this case, as the rights of 
the husband attached to the property before the j)robat, the subso- 
([uent full p: obat did not relate back and divest or efft'ct those 
rights. 

Per Cabell, J. By the marriage of Rachel Magrudcr in this 
case, she ceased to be the owner of the slaves, Vr'hich thereby be- 
came the property of her husband ; and that event happened be- 
fore the proof of the instrument ; and, of course, before it had 
taken effect as an instrument of emancipation, it could not take 
elfect afterwards, since none but the owner of the slaves can eman- 
cipate them. 



(XI.) OF THE DIVISION OF SLAVES. 



1. 

FxTZHUGH et Ux. V. Foot et al. April T. 1801. 3 Call's 

Rep. 13. 



Held by the court, that an equal division of slaves, in number 



When a di- 
vision can- 

and value is not always possible, and sometimes improper, when "ot lie 

• • r 1 •! T p iiiade with 

it cannot be exactly done without scperating inlant children from outsepara- 
their mothers, which humanity forbids, and will not be counte- chifdren*"^ 
nanced in a court of equity ; so that a compensation for excess f^oti'gfg*^''^ 
must, in such cases, be made and received in money. compeusa- 

tion nmy 
be made in 
money. 

Jackson v. Macy. Spring T. 1808. Hardin's Rep. 582. 

Held by the court, that in a suit for the division of slaves, the cmm. ^will 
court upon a proper case made out, may order the sheriiTto take sheSir'to 
the slaves into his possession and hire them out. jjl^l^ 



* By the Rev. Code of Mississippi, p. 50., slaves descending from an intestate may 
be sold by order of the Orphan's Court, where equal division cannot be made ; and 
persons holding life estate hi slaves, or guardians for infants are required to deliver a 
list of shives to the Register of the Orphan's court, and also the increase. Page 51. 
And shuilar provisions exist in the other states for the division of slaves. 
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3. 

Sneed v. Ewing & Wipe. April T. 1831. 5 Marsh. Rep. 

481. 

Ami they Held by the court, Rohertsoriy J., that slaves in Kentucky can- 
vililid " ac- ^^^^ carried to, and held in a state where slavery is not permitted, 
thcl'uvH of {'"f''^'*''^* >) y*^^ slaves in this state which belong to a citizen of such 
^*J'^""- ^ state, on his death will be distributed according to the law of dis- 
cii.*^ ' ^>»» tiiijiitioy^ Qf personal chattels or moveables in that state. 



(XII.) OP REMAINDERS IN SLAVES.* 

1. 

Holiday v. Coleman. March T. 1811. 2 Munf. Rep. 162. 

The court The court held, that the power of a court of equity to rule a 
Sac'rction, tenant for life of slaves, or other personal property, to give security 
tenallf for ^^^^^ ^^^^ property shall be forthcoming at his or her death, is to be 
life to give exercised, not as a matter of course, but of sound discretion, ac- 

scciirity to . ' 

the remain- corduig to circunTistances. 

dernian. 

2. 

Bank's Adm'r v. Marksbury. Spring T. 1823. 3 Little's 

Rep. 275. 

A devise to Held by the court, that a gift of slaves by a father to his chil- 
afujr th?^* *o t'^^^^ ^ff^^ct after the death of himself and wife, and not 

death ofthe ^,ntil then, is valid. 

devisio 19 

good. 

* Slaves are considered as personal property, except in Louisiana, and under stat 
ute of descents in Kentucky. They may be devised, and limited in the same manner 
as other personal property. A remainder may be limited of them. Keating v. Rey- 
nolds, 1 Bay's. Rep. 80. Even after an absolute gift to the first legatee. Smith v- 
Bell, 6 Peters' Rep. 66. And see Dott v. Cunnlngton, 1 Bay's Rep. 453., as to when 
the words, " heirs of the body," will be considered words oflimitation or words pruchase ; 
and consequently, when the contingency will be too remote. The contingency must 
happen within a life or lives in being, and Iwenty-one years and a few months after. 
Barnit's Lessee v. Casey, 7 Cranch's Rep. 456. ; Doe v. Walton, 2 B. <fe P. 324. • 
Thelluson v. Woodford, 1 N. R. 357.; Long v. Blackiill, 7 T. R. 109.; Roe v. Jef- 
frey, 7 T. R. 589. ; Morgan v. Morgan, 5 Day's Rep. 517. ; Anderson v. Jackson, 16 
John's Rep. 382.; Scott v. Price, 2 S. &, R. 59.; Dallara v. Dallam's Lessee, 7 liar. 
&, Johns. Rep.; 220.; Ewinga v. Reynolds et al. 3 liar. & Johns. Rep. 144. 



OF REMAINDER IN SLAVES. 



185 



3, 

QuAiiL!:s' Executor v. Quaiiles. March T. 1811. 2 Munf. 

Uep. 321. 

licUl by tlio court, tliat where sJaves arc 8i)ecifically bequeathed or'siim^'* 
to a child when lie or she shall attain the ajje of twenty-one years, *!|'i|^i'|'7viu>n 
or shall marry, and no provision is made expressly for maintenance '».« hIkiII ar- 

rive lit, 

in the mean time, the intermediate profits of the slaves, if not other- do not go ' 

wise disposed of, do not pass by a general residuary clause, but Il^^y u'g^^^^^^^^ 

go to the legatee for his support ; and he is entitled to the profits 

from the time of the receipt thereof by the executor, if there be forhlsHup- 

no good cause appearing for his failure, to apply the principle to 

the use of the legatee. And see Medley v. Jones, 5 Munf. Rep. 

98. 101. 

4. 

Medley v. Jones. March T. 1816. 5 Munf. Rep. 98. 

Held by the court, Roane, J., that a person entitled to a remain- fef^hXr" 
der in fee, expectant upon a life estate in slaves, taking them into taldng pos- 

. , n r • session of 

his own possession to prevent the tenant lor lite trom carrying slaves, 
them out of the state, is bound to account for and pay their hire, "ouut'to 
or the i)rofits, while he detains them, and is not entitled, upon the theparticu- 

I ' • r 1 • Jar estate 

ground of the tenant's refusing to give bond and security for their for the 
production at the expiration of the life estate to an injunction, to p/ofiJJ. 
stay proceedings upon a judgment against him for such hire or 
profits. 

5. 

Bank's Adm'rs v. Marksberry. Spring T. 1823. 3 liittle's Rep. 
275. ; S. P. Ewing's heirs v. Handley's heirs, 4 Little's 
Rep. 346. 

^iVhere a 

Samuel Mavksbevry, by deed, for the consideration of love and ftme sole is 
affection, granted a negro wench to his son Samuel, and the issue Javelin re- 
of the said wench to his daughter Rachel. After his decease, "^l'^^^^^^^ 
Rachel intermarried with Banks, and had children, of whom the andmjir-^J 
plaintiff was one. Rachel died, and afterwards, the donor, her Sfe ter«X 
father, died, and the plaintiff, one of the children of Rachel, took [j^'^^'j^J'.t^Ju. 
out letters of administration upon her estate, and commenced this lar estate, 
suit. The court held, the administrator of Rachei had no right to the slaves 
recover; that the property in the issue of the negro Pen vested J'h^"""",!,". 
in the husbanl on the nmrriagc ; and the plaintiff appealed to this or of them, 
court. 

24 
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Held l)y tlio court, tliovt slaves, while in the possession of tl»e 
tenant for life of them, are not choses in action of the reversioner 
in fee, because the possession of tenant for life is not adverse to, 
but consistent with his title. Rachel had, in fact, the general, and 
the donor only a special property in the slaves. The right to the 
slaves in question survived to the husband of Rachel, and, of course, 
the plaintiff in the circuit court showed no right to maintain the 
action. I^rom an attentive examination of the cases, the clear re- 
sult from all of them seems to be, that if a /e??ic sole be entitled to 
slaves in fcmainder or reversion, and marry before the determina- 
tion of the particular estate, the riglit will go to the husband or the 
wife, as the one or the other may survive. And according to that 
doctrine, it is obvious, as the husband survived in this case, the 
right to the slaves in question must belong to him. Judgment 
affirmed. 

6. 

Bell & Wife v. Hogan. July T. 1828. 1 Stewart's Rep. 536. 

Where the Detinue for slaves. Bell and wife brought an action to recover 
devise^ was ^^gj^g negroes under the will of Thomas B, Whitmell, which was 

trSle%id ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ • " ^ ^^"^ *° daughter, Elizabeth West Whitmell, 
if she six negroes, (naming them,) and their increase during her natural 
oTher bo- ii^^e ; and if my daughter should leave an heir or heirs, lawfully be- 
fuch'' heirs her body, I then give to the said heir or heirs so begotten, 

lor ever; the said six negroes, and their increase, to them and their heirs 

and for 

wnnt of lorever. And for want of such heirs, my will and desire is, for 
Seluo'^tS- above-named six negroes and their increase to be equally di- 
Sren ^^^'^'^^ among my four children, (naming them,) and their heirs for- 

the.remain- CVer. ' 

children is Elizabeth married, and took possession of the six negroes ; and 
mote"'' ^^^^ testator's death intermarried with the defendant. Two of 

the testator's children released to their sister Elizabeth. The 
plaintiff's wife being one of the children, Elizabeth, the devisee, 
died without ever having had any children. 

The court charged the jury, that the bequest to Elizabeth was 
a limitation over, after an indefinite failure of issue, and therefore 
void ; that the limitation over being void, the first legatee took an 
absolute estate ; that if said Elizabeth vv-as entitled 0nly tc^ a life 
estate, that then, at her death, the property in the slaves would re- 
vert back, and sink into the residium of the testator's estate undis- 
posed of by his will. Plaintiffs excepted. 

Per Ctir. Lipscomb, Ch. J. It is a rule of law, that a limitation 
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over to another, after an indefimtc failure of heirs, is had, hccaiisc 
it is too remote. If the testator in tiie case iind(;r consideration 
meant, in his limitation over to the plaintifl", and her brothers, tliat 
it sbould not take clTect until there had been an indefinite failure 
ol' heirs, we cannot carry his intention into effect ; and the charge 
of the court was correct, that it was too remote, and that Elizabeth, 
the first taker, took an absolute estate. But if we arc authorized, 
from the terms of the bequest, to believe that an indefinite failure 
of heirs was not meant, and that by " failure of heirs," he meant 
heirs of a particular kind, then his intention is not opposed by the 
rule of law, and should be carried into effect. This limitation was not 
too remote, because it was to take effect, if at all, at the death of the 
first taker. And the court referred to Peck v. Pagden, 2 D. & 
E. 721.; Porter v. Bradley, 3 D. & E. 143.; Wilkinson v. South, 
7 D. & E. 651.; Sheers v. Jeffries, 7 D. & E. 585. 

7. 

Betty v. Moore. Spring T. 1833. 1 Dana's Rep. 235. 

Suit for freedom. Betty claimed to be free under the will of a sale of a 
Jeremiah Moore, who willed, that after the death of his wife Judith ojl^co,X 
she should be free. Frank Moore transferred to his sister Judith, tjon that if 

. the piuciia- 

Betty, absolutely it she had children ; but if his sister died without ser die 
children, Betty should revert to him. Judith married Jeremiah it"haU 
Moore, the testator, and died without issue. The court instructed ^^"'^^l 

' ' pass to a 

the jury, that upon these facts Betty had no right to freedom, third party, 
Verdict and judgment for defendant. tion is 

Per Cur. The judgment must be reversed. At common law, proptr- 
a gift to a man and the heirs of his body was an estate upon con- ^^^^^^'j^''* 
dition, that it should revert to the donor, if the donee had no heirs taker, 
of his body ; but if he had, that it should remain to the donee. It 
was therefore called a fee simple, on condition that he had issue. 
2 Black. Com. 110. The statute de donis afterwards turned this 
estate upon condition, when it created the conveyance of real 
estate into fee tail. As to personalty, it still remains a fee on con- 
dition. According to the earlier decisions, while chattels were of 
little estimation, a grant of personalty for life carried with it the 
whole estate. But the law, as it has been settled in modern times, 
allows the limitation of a remainder after a life estate in personalt}^. 
And it has even been allowed, by executory devise or conveyance 
in trust, to create what is, to some extent, in effect the same as a 
conditional fee, or estate tail, in such property, without thereby pass- 
ing the absolute and entire interest to the first taker. This, how- 
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ever, is expressly confined to two excepted modes of creating an 
estate in personalty. For it is well settled, that, (with the excep- 
tion of an annuity,) wherever by any of the ordinary modes of 
conveyance, an estate in fee conditional or fee tail is granted in 
or out personalty, that it passes the whole entire to the grantee or 
first taker, and consequently, all further limitations or reservations 
are null and void. Co. Litt. 20. (a) ; Fearn. on Cont. Rem. 460. 
463 ; Roper on Leg. 393. So that, properly speaking, there can 
he no such estat'S in personalty as a fee simple, on condition of 
having issue, or fee tail, but all such estates, when attempted to be 
created, carry the whole interest. 

8. 

Smith v. Bell and Wife. July T. 1827. Martin & Yerger's 

Rep. 302. 

fmX^r^ ^^^^ testator devised as follows : " I give to my wife, Elizabeth, 
take3anab- aH my personal estate whatsoever, and of what nature, and quality, 
late, a sub- and kmd soever, after paymg my debts, legacies and funeral ex- 
mSon is penses ; which personal estate I give and bequeath unto my said 
void. wife, Elizabeth, to, and for her own use and benefit, and disposal 
absolutely. The remainder of said estate, after her decease, to be 
for the use of my son Jessee." The bill charged, that Elizabeth 
married the defendant Bell, who took the estate consisting princi- 
pally of negroes. Jessee, the son, assigned to the plaintiff all his 
claim and interest in the personal estate of his father after the 
death of the widow. The chancellor dismissed the bill. 

Per Cur. Catron, J. The decree must be affirmedo Where 
the first taker has an absohite estate in the property devised, then 
the limitation over is void, being inconsistent with the interest 
given to the first taker. 



9. 

HiGGiNBOTHAM V. RucKER. April T. 1800. 2 Call's Rep. 

313. 319. 

A 'ifivise to Held by the court, that where a father makes a gift of slaves to 
body.** ^I's daughter, and the heirs of her body, and in case she die without 
issue, that is, children of her body, the said slaves shall return to 
the grantor, the limitation is not too remote, and is therefore good. 
It is a clear principle, that a limitation of personal estate, after an 
indefinite failure of issue, is void as tending to a perpetuity ; but, it 
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is also a principle, that with respect to personal estate, the courts 
incline to lay hold of any words, which tend to restrict the j^ene- 
rality of the words "dying without issue" to mocn "dying without 
issue llvliig" at the death." Thus a limitation to a person in issue for 
life, after dying without issue is good, because the contingency must 
happen, if at all, in the life time of the remainderman : and the limi- 
tation to him for life, restrains the generality of the words, " dying 
without issue otherwise the limitation over would he void. 
See Dunn v. Bray, 1 Call's Rep. 338. : Timbedake and AVife v. 
Graves, C Munf. Rep. 174. ; Gresham v. Gresham et ah, 6 Munf. 
Rep. 187. ; Didlake v. Hooper, Gilmer's Rep. 194. ; Bradley v. 
Mosby, 3 Call's Rep. 50. ; Pleasants v. Pleasants, 2 Call's Rep. 
320. (2d ed. 270.) 

10. 

DuxVN AND Wife v. Bray. Oct. T. 1798. 1 Call's Rep. 338. 

Held by the court, that where the testator devised certain slaves So wbcre 
to his son W. " and his heirs for ever, but if he should die and /i^^!;";^ 
leave no issue, then to his son C," the limitation to C. is good, and J^'^^^'^^.j;^! 
not too remote. See Shaw v. Clements, 1 Call's Rep. 429. ever. 
And in the case of Royal v. Eppes, Adm'r of Royal, 2 Munf. Rep, 
479., the clause in the will was, " it is ray will and desire, that 
in case my son John should die without h:.ir his body lawfully 
begotten, that then, and in that case, I give to my wife Lucy, and 
to her heirs forever, all the negroes which I Hd by her," the court 
held it was a good executory devise in favor of Lucy ; not on the 
ground, that the word " then" was used ; or the word " heir," in 
tiie singular number ; but because the bequest was of tha negroes 
the testator had by her, (saying nothing of their issue,) and this 
was considered as evincing that he did not intend a return of thcni, 
or their posterity, to his wife, at any remote period of time. 

11. 

Keen et al. v. West. Spring T. 1813, 3 Bibb's Rep. 39. 

Held by the court, Owsley J., that where A. gives slaves to B. The rules 
for life, with remainder to the children of B. ; the remamder is mon law as 
good. In the case of Higginbotham v. Rucker, 2 Call's Rep. 313., '",/*^';!;"'" 
it was decided that the gift of a slave to one for life with remainder to el"'' < « r"""- 

v;iii. 

his children, was a good limitation. We think, by the rules of com- 
mon law, as they are recognized and known, both in England and 
in this country, a personal chattel may be granted to one for life, 
with remainder to another, either by will or deed. 
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Johnson v. e^EvnKK's Ex'uh. June T. 1830. 4 Marsliall's Rep. 

1/11. 

Ki.lr of IV- ^^•^'^^ ^^^^ Unikrwooil, J., that the amount of recovery 

rovisy i»y by u leiiiaindcniuirt, af^^aiiist the veiulec of the owner lor life, 
lii'iVuiHu''" who «ell8 the fee simple of the nei^ro, m not the criterion of 
damages in a suit hy such vcmlee againc^t his ventlor in a covenant 
of title ; hut the value , of the slave at the time he is demanded hy 
the renjaiuder claimants, after termination of the life estate, with 
iiitertjst on that value, and costs of suit, are the proper measure of 
the win rantor's responsihility. 



(XIII.) INCAPACITY OF SLAVES. 

(A.) To MAKE A CONTRACT.* 

L 

Free Lucy, and Fsank. Fall T. 1B26. 4 Monroe's Rep. 
^ W7, ; Emmerson v. Howlani), 1 Mason*s Rep. 45, 

A slave can court held, that contracts made by nearroes while in slavery, 

make no . . 

contract. do not bind them after they are libi.iated ; and, consequently, a 
plea by a free negro, that a writing sued on, was delivered when 
he was a slave, is good. 



" One general priiiciple prt?dominates in ail the states, and in the British, Spanish, 
and Portuguese West Indies, and that is, tlint a slave cannot usake a contract. 
1 Maryland Rep. 561.503. Not even a contract of matrimony, Ibid. Stephenson 
Slavery, &c. p. 59. GO. Wraxall's Memoirs, Vol. 2. letter 21. And in many of the 
states this principle has become part of the stamte law. See James' Dig. .38.5, t.; 
Prince's Dig. 453. ; 2 Litt. &. Swi. Dig. 1159. ; Haywood's Manual, 595. ; Mississppi 
Rev. Code, 379.; Martin's Dig. GIG. And it is stated in Goodwin ojl Slavery, p. 43., 
that a slave cannot acquire property. And the same principle is stated in " BickeH'a 
West Indies as they are," p. GC; Niles' Reg. vol. 17. p. 200; ibid. vol. 20. p. 273. 
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(B. ) To TAKK IIY DKVISK, DESCKNT, OR I'UUCIIASf:. 

J. 

Bynum v. Bostwiok. June T. 1812. 4 Dcss. Rep. 2G6. ; S. P. 
Dulany's opinioiii, 1 Hjir. & M'Hen. Rop. 5G1. 

Per Cur. Dcssausseure. Tlic question is, whether the devise to 
trustees, in trust for the devisor's negro slave Betsey and her three i>y (icscunt, 
chiklren, are valid devises, and can take elTtJct. ehas". 

The condition of slaves in this country is analogous to that of the 
slaves of the ancient Greeks and Romans, and not that of the 
villeins of feudal times. They arc generally considered, not as 
persons, hut as things. They can be sold or transferred ai. goods, 
or personal estate, they arc held to be pro miUes, pro mortus. By 
the civil law, slaves could not take property, by descent or pur- 
chase,* and I apprehend this to be the law of this country. Cooper's 
Just. 41 1.; Taylor's Element of Civ. Law. 429. 

2. 

Tkomas Cunningham's heirs v. The executors of Thomas 
Cunningham. 1801. Cameron & Norwood's North Caro- 
lina Rep. 353. r 

Thomas Cunningham, in September, 1792, drily made his last 
will and tesi&.ment, by vt'hich, amongst other things, he, devised as property 

by devjse. 

follows; " It is my will and desire, that five feet of an alley be 
left from JVont street to low water mark, as convenient as may be 
to after bequeathed lot, then I will and desire that forty feet back 
including the house where Mr. Potts is now resident, be, at the ex- 
piration of the lease, rented out for the maintenance of a negro 
woman of mine, named Rachel, and the maintenance and educa- 
tion of her three mulatto children, named Mary, Riify, and Chris- 
sy, and the child of which she is now pregnant." After devising 
part of a lot to Edmund Robeson, the will proceeds thus : " and 
the rest and residue of the said lot to be rented yearly for the mainte- 



* Slaves cannot take property by devise, descent, or purchase, .'us was staled. See 
ante, p. 6. It is a general principle, and prevailed in the Spanish, Portugese, anri 
British West Indies, before the late act of emancipation. Sec Stephens on Slavery, 
& c. vol 1. p, 40, 47. ; 17 Niles' Reg. p. 200. And see a pamphlet publisiied by Robert 
Walsh, Jr., Phiiad. ; Holmes' Annals, No. 1. 
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nance of Rachel ami her three children already named, with the 
child of which she is now pregnant; witli all the rest of the land ly- 
ing between Lee's Creek and Deep Inlet Creek, between Itachd 
and her three children, share and share alike, to them and their 
heirs. 

Item. I will and desire that my negro men. Virgil and Quash, 
together with my negro woman Tamer, should live on the planta- 
tion where I now reside, on Lee's Creek, to work for the mainte- 
nance of Rachel's children, during the natural life of said negroes. 
Item. I will and desire that Rachel and her children should be set 
free immediately after my decease." 

The defendant, as executor of Thomas Cunningham, the testa- 
tor, took possession of that part of the real estate, the rents of 
which are directed by the will to be applied towards the mainte- 
nance and education of the negro woman Stachel and her children. 
For this part of the estate, the action was brought. Rachel and 
all her children, before, and at the time of making the will, and 
ever since, have been slaves. 

Hall, J. I think that the devise in question is void, and cannot 
take ed'ect. The maintenance and education of sotne of the de- 
visees, is what the testator appears to have been anxious for. How 
can it be effected ? They are slaves, and their owners have a right 
to them and their services ; if they are educated, it must be by his 
permission, and if it is attempted without, it is a violation of hi? 
right. If this property had been conveyed in trust for the same 
purpose, a performance of the trust could not be compelled in a 
court of equity, for the same reason. Admit that they could 
bring a suit to recover this property, could they have a right to 
enjoy it ? Suppose the owner took it from them, would they have 
a remedy against him ? They certainly would not, 

ToAjlor, J. The intention of the testator seems plainly to have 
been, to transfer the beneficial interest in the lands, to Rachel and 
her children ; and were there no legal impediments to the effecting 
of such an object, I should think the words made use of equiva- 
lent to an express devise of the land. But it is indispensable to the 
validity of every devise, that there be a devisee appointed who is 
competent to take. Slaves have not that competence ; for a civil 
incapacity results from the nature and condition of slavery. And 
it would be a solecism, that the law should sanction or permit the 
acquisition of property by those from whom it afterwards with- 
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holds that protection without which property is useless. From this 
principle an important dillercnGe arises between slavery, as it is 
established in this state, and the condition of villeinage, us it ex- 
isted inEnSj^land, prior to the statute Car. 2. A villein might bring 
an action against any person who did him an injury, except his 
lord ; and even against him in some particular cases. If, there- 
fore, he purchased land, although the lord might enter upon it, 
and seize it to his own use ; yet while he permitted the villeirji to 
hold, the land would descend to the children of the latter, in a 
regular course of descent, and the law, while it furnished them 
with a remedy against any who should disturb their possession, 
also gave them, in time, a title by prescription against their lords. 
A villein m,ight also lawfully dispose of what he had acquired, if 
he completed the transfer before his lord made seizure. 

In all these instances, the characteristics of slavery are difler- 
ent ; for a slave can bring no action ; he can neither acquire nor 
transfer property, by descent or purchase ; nor will prescription 
avail him, to assert a title against his master. The dfevise cannot; 
therefore, in the present case, operate any thing. 

Judges Johnson and Macy concurred. 

Judgment for the plaintiff, 

(C.) To BE A WITNESS.* 

1. 

Geoning v. Devana. Feb. T. 1831. 2 Bailey's Rep. 192. 

The court were unanimous in sustaining the decision of the re- ^ P®^' 

° son of coj- 

corder of Charleston, thai a person of color is not a competent or, is not a 
witness, in any case, in the courts of record in this state, although the courS 
both the parties to the suit are of the same clais with himself, cfa^oi^^a^ 
And the court go farther, and say, that book entries made by a evenwheire 

° the parties 

. are of hia 

~ own class. 

* The court, the Hon. Judge Cranch, in the case of the United States v, Minta 
Butler, June T. 1813., U. S. Court Washington, held, that a slave was not a compe- 
tent witness against a free black in a capital case. But free blanks, unless they are in 
a state of servitude by law, are competent witnesses against free blacks. And his 
hottor decided, in Thomas v. Jameson, MS., that a slave could not be a witness if a 
free mulatto man be a party. But that a manumitted slave was a good witness against 
a mulatto. U. States v. Bartow. 

25 
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fi'cc negro, cannot be received in cviilencc on the oulli of a white 
person to his handwriting. The principal being excluded, that 
which is accessory, is inadmissible. 

2. 

White v. Helmes. May T. 1821. 1 M'Cord's Rep. 430. 

giif'^lrt 'Ju- Caveat proceeding upon tin; will of Daniel Leger. The appel- 
coiiipcUiiit larits introduced u negro woman, admitted to have been born and 

in uiiycaao , , „ . , , , . , 

as IV witness brcd free, in order to testify as to the testator s capacity tu ihukc 
rli'htrt'oi^'" a will. But the court rejected her as incompetent. The jury 
vvluto per- found thc paper a valid will. 

Rons are 

concern- , ^_ _ ^ — . 

* It may be laid down as a principle, that an African cannot be a witness in a case 
where the parties are white persona. See the cases in t'.ie text. In uiar.y of the states, 
legisluiivc proviinon is made upon the subject. In Virfrinia,by an act of Assembly it is 
declared, " any negro or mulatto, botid or free, shall bo i\ good witness in pleas of the 
coimnomvealth, for or aguit^st negroes or mulattoes, bond or free; or in civil pleas 
where free negroes or mulattoes shall alone be parties, and in no otlier cases whatso- 
ever. 1 Rev. V. C. 422. 3 ITelti. stat. at large, 298. And similar provisions are made 
in Misaissrippi. See Rev Code, 372.; Litt. &. Swi. 1150. So in Alabama, Toulmau's 
Dig. 627., and in Missouri, 2 Missouri laws, 600. In Maryland, see the act of 1717. 
And in Nortli Carolina, by the act of 1777. ch. 242. And in South Carolina. 2 Bre- 
vard's Dig. 242. But the rule does not extend to cases where the parties are negroes 
or slaves. A slave may baa witness against a slave, and even against a free person of 
, cdlor in some cases. See, in addition to tlie cases in the text, J Rev. Code of Virginia 
422.; Prince's Dig. 446.; Haywood's Manual 523,; Maryland laws of 1751. chap, 14 
§ 4: The principle of ex( nsion is grounded on the degraded sUite of the slave, and 
tlie interest which he may have to conceal or deny the truth. Tlii? rule prevails 
in all countries where slavery is tolerated. existed in the British West Indies before 
thc late act of emancipation. See Niles' vol.26.; Stephens' West Indian Slavery, 
&c. p. 168. And prevails, as was before observed, in all the slates where slavery 
;-■> exists. 

If; may be stated as a principle, that in all countries where slavery exists, and where 
the rules of the civil law have been adopted ; and they have been in the Spanish, Por- 
tuguese, and British West Indies ; and in the several states of the United States, where 
it is permitted, a slave cannot be a witness for or against a white per.'ion in a civil or 
criminal case. Stephens on West Indian Slavery, &,c. p. 163, 169. Dulany's opinion, 1 
Har. & M'Hen. Rep. .56.1. This principle han been adopted in all the states, oven where 
no enactments are to be found declaring them incompetent witnesses. It may be 
termed the common law or custom, on account of the universality of its operation 

In some of the stales the evidence or testimony of free Indians and slaves is admit- 
ted, without oath, for or against any other slave accused of any crime or offence. 
This is specially enacted in South Carolina. 2 Brevard's Di^', 232 ; and the same re- 
gulation may be found in the laws of Georgia, .Tames' Dig. In Virginia, 1 Rev. Code, 
422. In North Carolina £c Tennessee, Haywood's Manual, 522. And also in Ken- 
tucky, 2 Liu. «fc Swi. 1150.; and Mississippi Rev. Code, 382. And see Stroud's 
Sketch of Slavery in the several states, p. 126. 
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Per Ctir. Colcocky J. The court arc unanimously of opinion, 
tlmt the witness was properly n-Jectefl. There is no instance in 
whicii a neg'ro hasheen permitted to {^ive evidence, except in cases 
of absolute necessity ; nor indeed has this court ever recognized the 
propriety of admit^niff them in any case where the rights of white 
jjcrsons are concerned. When we consider the degraded state in 
which they are placed by tlie laws of the state, and the ignorance 
in which most uf them are reared, it would be unreasonable, as 
well as impolitic, to lay it down as a general rule that they were 
competent witnesses. 

3. 

CoMxMON WEALTH V. Oldham. Fall T. 1833. .1 Dana's Rep. 
4G6. ; Williams v. Blincoe, 5 Little's Rep. 171. 

The question, on error before the court, was, whether a free A free man 

man of color may, by his own oath, require a white man to give ma^^^by hia 

security to keep the peace. ^'JtJ^^ 'I' 

The court, Robertson^ Ch. J., after referring to the act of 179S, white man 

, 1 to keep tlie 

2 Dig. 1 150., which declares, that *' no negro or mulatto shall be a peace, 
witness, except in cases in which negroes and mulattoes alope shall 
be parties , and 2 Dig. 1251., observed, that the enactment ap- 
plied only to testimony in suits pending between parties. A free 
man of color may sue and be sued. When he is plaintiff he may 
swear for the continuance of the cause ; he may make an affidavit 
requiring bail ; they are incident to his freedom, and without them"- 
he would be virtually disfranchised. And when he is swearing 
to facts against a white man to compel him to keep the peace, he 
is not a " witness," but a party swearing to what any otfeer party 
may. 

4. 

PiLiB V. Lalands et al. April T. 1829. 19 Martin's Louis- 
iana Rep. 648. 

Appeal from the court of the first district. 

Per Cur Porter. J. The second bill of exceptions was to the The pre- 

J. oi v^«f. , . .rr. n-»i 1 £• 1 i I. sumption 

admission of a witness offered by the plamtiff. 1 he defendant ob- of slavery 
jeeted to her, on the ground that she was a slave. The court con- f;;'^"«eol- 
sidered the actual enjoyment of freedom by the witness, as prima or, is con- 
facie evidence of her competency. The bill of exceptions does Wacks. 
not state whether she was a negro, or a mulatto. If the latter, 
the presumption was in favor of her being free, and the court did 
not err in admitting her. 
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5. 

GuRNEE V. Desskis. Aug. T. .180G. 1 Johns. Rep. 508. 

A slfivo On the ccitiorari, the error assigned was, that the justice had 
ITuSr refused to admit the evidence of a black man, as to facts which 
wIiS oc-^^ occurred while he was a slave. 

currcd />er Cur, A free black man is a competent witness to provn 

waauBiavo. facts which may have happened while he was a slave. 

6. 

Executors of Rogers v. Berry, May T. 1813. 10 Johns. 

Rep. 132. 

A slave Trover for a negro girl. The plaintiff offered a negro man as a 
led"by"un witness, and his testimony was objected to on the ground that he 
bf a wif- was a slave. !t appeared the slave had belonged to the testator, 
ness, al- ^^Yio dcviscd him to Walter, his son, and Walter by writing had 

though the . , , /. i . i- i. • 

giftofman- manumitted him, by and with the consent of his guardian, being 
nl^lirre- himself but 18 years of age when the instrument was executed, 
^e'infant'a The defendant still objected, on the ground that the instrument of 
coming of manumission, being executed by an infant, was voidable, and the 
manumission, therefore, not absolute, but revocable. Verdict for 
defendant, and motion for a new trial. 

Per Cur. The manumission by the infant was voidable when 
he should come of age. The sale, gift, and actual delivery of a 
chattel by an infant is voidable. Perkins, §12. But, in the mean 
"time, the sale, gift, or transfer, is valid, and the interest which 
passes, or is released, thereby vests. The manumission bein^ 
valid, though defeasible afterwards, the witness was not at the 
time a slave, and the objection to his competency Was not well 
taken- He must be a slave at the fime, to come within the dis- 
qualification prescribed by the statute. The power which the in- 
fant had of revoking the gift on coming of age, would, no doubt, 
have a strong and undue bias- on the mind of the witness ; but this 
would be an objection only. He could not be set aside on the 
ground of a subsisting slave. New trial granted. 

7. 

The State v. Fisher, July T. 1805. 1 Har. & Johns. Rep. 

750, 

Mulattoes. Qn the trial of the defendant for a felony, Dorsey^ Ch. J., ad- 
mitted Rebecca Syntha, a mulatto, born of a manumitted negro 
woman, as witness. The defendant was convicted ; and on laying 
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the case before the court of ajjpcals, whether the testimony of 
the mulatto woman was legally received or not, there was such a 
diversity of opinion amo.'ig the judges, that no decision was ever 
given. 

(D.) To BE A PARTY IN A SUIT.* 
1. 

Berard v. Berari) et al, Feb. T. 183G. 9 Louisiana Rep* 

156. 

Per Cur. Martin. 3. The plaintiff is a person of color, and Asiavccan- 

. . ' * not attind 

sues her aunt, Mane Louise Berard, for the purpose of establish- hi judg- 
ing her and her children's claim to their freedom. The defendant oilier 
disavowed any title to the plaintiff; but averred, that she belonged {|,"'|f",^*'„g, 
to her late sister, Marie Jeane Berard, and that she descended to port liis 
her sister's natural children, and legai heirs, Ceiina and Antoine he cannot 
Garidel. These heirs intervened, and claimed the plaintiff and her J^iJg^of £ 
children as their property, in the rij^ht of their deceased mother, person 

. . . ^ claiming 

The case was tried by a jury, who found a verdict for the inter- him as a 
vening party, and the plaintifi' appealed. 

The court instructed the jury that the intervenors were not 
bound to show their title. The plaintiff excepted. 

On a full consideration of the case, this court is of opinion, that 
the instructions given to the jury by the district judge, was correct. 



* Slaves are themselves considered as property, and can neither take, possess, or 
retain any, except for the use of their masters. A slave cannot be a party to a suit, ex- 
cept in the single case where the negro is hold as a slave, and he claims to be free. 
See the act of Sonth Carolina, 1740.; 2 Brevard's Dig. 229. And tlie act of 
Georgia, 1770. Prince's Dig. 446.; Toulman's Dig. 632.; 1 Missouri Laws, 404. And 
see the cases abridged, and tit. " Suits for Freedom," post. It would be an idle form 
and ceremony to make a slave a party to a suit, by the instrumentality of which he 
could recover nothing ; or if a recovery could be had, the inatant it was recovered 
would belong to the master. The slave can possess nothing; he can hold nothing. 
He is, therefore, not a competent party to a suit. And the same rule prevails where- 
ever slaver}' is tolerated, whether there be legislative enactments upon the subject or 
not. 

In all cases where tlie slave alleges he is free, of course he is a party. He may 
have a habeas corpus, and if there be a folse return, may sue upon it. Or he may bring 
trespass for assault and battery, and false imprisonment, to which action, the defend- 
ant, to justify himself, must plead the negro is his slave = In many of the states he 
may proceed by petition for freedom. Rebecca Renny v. Mayfield, 4 Hayw. Rep. 
165. And see tit. " Smta for freedom," post. 
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A slave cannot stand in judgment for any other purpose than to 
assert his freedom. He is not even allowed to contest the title of 
the person holding or claiming him as a slave. 

2. 

Rusk v. Sowerwjne. June T. 1810* 3 Har. and John's. Rep. 97. 

Afrooblack Replevin for a slave. The plaintiff offered a black woman, na- 
uii^iiujom- >ned Minta, to prove that the slave in question was the offspring of 
EcSs" h^'a Il»«^^ah, who was mortgaged to Daniel Dulany. The defendant 
tiiT ^n^^'^^^ objected to her testimony, when the plaintiff offered testimony, 
ur«5 free that the witness Minta, and the late Benjamin Bannaker, a black 
^aJIg®"*"^' man of Baltimore county, were born of the same parents, and 
were reported to be free ; and that cheir mother was reported to 
be free, and to be descended from free parentage, and did enjoy 
freedom. That Bannaker had given evidence on the trial be- 
tween free white persons, though no objections had been made. 

J^ichohmt Ch, J,, held, Minta was an incompetent witness, the 
plaintiff and defendant being free white christian persons. The 
plaintiff appealed, and the cause was argued before Chme, Ch. J., 
Buchanan, Gantt, and Earl, J's,, when the judgment was affirmed. 

3. 

DoROTHBB V. CoQUiLLON ct al. Jan. T. 1829. 19 Martin's 

Louisiana Rep. 350. 

A statu liber Appeal from the parish court of the parish and city of New 
has no ac- r4„i„„^„ 

tion for re- Orleans. 

tireltmLt ' Per Cur. Martin^ J. The plaintiff, a free woman of color, com- 
plained that her child was directed to be emancipated at the age 
of twenty-^one, by the will of her mistress, who bequeathed her 
services in the mean while to defendant's daughter, who is still a 
minor ; that the will requires that the child be educated in such a 
manner as may enable her to earn her livelihood, when free ; that 
no care of her education is taken, and she is treated cruelly. The 
prayer of tlje petition is, that the child be declared free at twenty- 
one, and in the mean time hired out by the sheriff. The answer 
denies the plaintiff's capacity to sue ; that she has any cause of 
action ; and the general issue is pleaded. The petition was dis- 
missed, and the plaintiff appealed. The plaintiff cannot sue for 
her minor daughter, in a case in which the latter could not sue 
were she of age. The daughter is a 9taiu liber ; and as such, a 
slave till she reaches her twenty-first year. Clef ties loix romaines 
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verhl statu liber. As a slave she can have no action, except to 
claim or prove her liberty. Civ. Code, 177. Her right to her 
iVcedom, will not begin till she is twenty-one, if in the mean time 
the legatee fails to perform the conditions of the bequest, and the 
heir of the testatrix have the legacy annulled therefor, the statu 
liber must continue a slave in the meanwhile, and her services be 
enjoyed by the heir; so that the object of the suit, as far as it con- 
cerns her, is reliof from ill treatment, which a slave cannot sue for. 
The plaintiff la without a right of action. Judgment aftlrmed, with 
costs. 



(E.) To CONTRACT MATRIMONY. 
1. 

GiROD V. Lewis. May T. 1819. 6 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 559. 

Per Cur. MaihewSi J. The only question in this case, submit" The mar' 
ted to the court, is, whether the marriage of slaves p» educes any JjJ^^ 
of the civil elfects resulting from such a contract after manumission, its c'vii ef- 

. 1 1^1 1 11 ■ fects on hia 

It IS clear, that slaves have no legal capacity to assent to any con- enumcipa- 
traet. With the consent of their master, they may marry, and *,',o"obe^ 
their moral power to agree to such a contract or connection as fo^e. 
that of marriage cannot be doubted ; but whilst in a state of slavery 
it cannot produce any civil effect, because slaves are deprived of 
all civil rights. Emancipation gives to the slave his civil rights, 
and a contract of marriage, legal and valid by the consent of the 
master, and moral assent of the slave, from the moment of freedom, 
although dormant during the slavery, produces all the effects which 
result from such contract among free persons. 

2. 

Overseers of Marbletown v. Overseers of Kingston. May 

T. 1822. 20 Johns. Rep. L 

Per Cur. Plattj J. It is a rule, that children follow the condi- Marriages, 
tion of the mother, where both parents are slaves, and afortioru it ^nhe par- 
ouffht to be so where the mother is free, and the father a slave. ^\*''^ ^ 

^ ' slave, IS le- 

The statute, 2 N. R. 20L, merely legalises the marriage, and ren- g-^i, -ind if 
ders the offspring legitimate. The husband is not emancipated, nor be free, the 
is the wife enslaved by such a marriage. I am inclined to listen to coHy^v* the 
the suggestions of policy and humanity, which I think dictate the 
rule, that the children of such marriages shall follow the condition ther. 
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of the free mothei, as to all their civil rights and duties, and that 
she shall have the exclusive custody and control of them as though 
their father was dead. 



( XIV.) MASTERS' AND OTHERS' LIABILITIES FOR 
MALTREATING THEIR SLAVES.* 

1. 

Markham v. Close. Sept. T. 1831. 2 Louisiana Rep. 581. 

nriy'^^be Held by the court, Porter, J., that the infliction of cruel punish- 

coiivictod ment oii the slave, by his master, is a criminal offence, and must 

for mal- be punished by a criminal prosecution, and not before a civil tribu- 

siave"^ nal. And after conviction, the fine is to be levied on the offender 



by the court before whom the conviction takes place. 



C) 



character 
is pursued 
on 
cioii 



Allain V, Young. Jan. T. 1821. 9 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 

221. 

If* & It-vg 

of a bad Per Cpr. Mathew's, J. This is a case in which the plaintiff 
seeks to recover damages to the value of a slave, alleged to have 
of fei ^^^^ killed by the defendant. Tke case v/as submitted to a jury, 
ony, at- who found for the latter, and from the judgment rendered on the 
seize agun verdict, the former appealed. The evidence in the case shows 
kiUccrSntiie Property in the appellant, and the killing by the appellee. The 
pursuit, the only question ^s, whether the killing took place under circum- 
cou«"wiii stances that justify it. The testimony which comes^up with the 
a'l'erlncT'* record is multifarious ; but from it we gather the following facts ; 

for thfi de- 
fendant, ~~ ■ 

who killed 

liini. * It is stated in Stroud's Sketch of the Laws relating to slavery, p. 35., " that the 

master may, at his pletiaure, inflict aiiy species of punishment upon die person of his 
slave." This proposition, so repugnant to humanity, is equally opposed to the fact, 
and also to the law. In those states where there are no enactments upon the subject, 
the common law woulid be efficient to protect the slive. Our books are full of criminal . 
prosecutions far cruelty to horses and otlier auinAils. And the common law remedy 
is considered eft'er.tive without any statutory enactment. And if the slave be considered 
an animttl, still he is under the protection of the law, and acts of inhiiraanity and cruelty 
to him, is a public misdemeamr; and the person guilty may be indicted and punished. 
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that the slave wfr3 in the ]iabit of ?:oi.ng at iarg'C without a written 
permission from his master; thf^t no. was of a bad character, and 
was killed in the defendant's attempt to arrest him, on a suspicion 
of his having committed a felojjy, -.vhilst he was endeavoring to 
cflect his escape, havings attempted to seize a gun. The verdict of 
the jury is geiicral, and decides both the law and facts of the case. 
It is the opinion of a majority of this court, that the verdict and 
judgment are correct. 



3. 

Jenning's v. Fundeburg. Jan. T. 1827. 4 M'Cord'sIlep. 

161. 

Trespass lor killing the plaintiff's slave. The defendant with To oxcn.«e 
others being in search of runaway negroes, surprised them in their fo/SEg 
camp, andhred his gun towards them as they were running away, |^|,'^'"^7oiwhI 
to induce them to stop. One of the negroes, however, was killed ofuccidenJ, 

it must ap- 

by a random shot. jtcar to 

The court below thought the killing accidental, and that the dc- (lo^ie 'uhh- 
fendant ought not to be made answerable as a trespasser. The in- , 
jury must ensue from some unauthorized intermedling with pro- on tlio i)aii, 
perty, as in the case of Wright v. Gray, 2 Bay's Rep. 214., wliere pon kiiiing. 
the defendant prevailed on a negro boy, without the consent of his 
master, to ride a race, and the toy was thrown from his horse and 
killed. But when one is lawfully interfering with the property of 
another, and accidentally injures or destroys it, he is no trespasser, 
and ought not to be answerable for the value of the property. In 
this^Cvase the defendant was engaged in a lawful and meritorious ser- 
vice, and if he really fired his gun in the manner stated, it was an 
allowable act. Verdict for defendant, and the plaintiff appealed. 

Per Cur. Johnson, J. To excuse a tresspass, on the ground 
that the injury done was the consequence of an accident, it is not 
enough that the party did not intend it, but it must appear that it 
was unavoidable, and without any the least faulton his part; and the 
books go so far as to say, that, if by any extraordinary degree of 
circumspection, even greater than is ordinarily practised in the af- 
fairs of life, hp might have guarded against it, he shall be liable. 
Which is illustrated by the case, where soldiers v/ere ext.rcising with 
muskets, and in so doing, the defendant, casualiter et pur infortunam 
et contra voluntatem suam, in discharging his piece, wounded the 
plaintiff. The plea.vvas held Rid-jj.Pjr a man shall not be excused 
26 
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at the ti> 
of his 
death. 



of a trespass, except U be committed utterly without his I'ault. 
Uamin. N. P. 07. The fu'ing of the detV.ndaut, in the nuinner 
stated, was rasli and incautious. 
New trial granted. 

4. 

KiciiAkDsoN V. Dukes. January T. 1827. 4 M'Cord's Rep. 
15G. ; S. P. Waijjs v. Fuazieu, 2 N. & M'C 51G. 

Tilt! pro ^ Tret}j)aH3 for killing the plairitilV's slave. It appeared the slave 
Ii;mi;i)LM's was stealing potatoes from a bank near the defendant's house. The 
Mavt'jis'^iti defendant fn*ed upon lum with a gun loaded with buck shot, and 
valiK! of K'illod him. The jury found a verdict for plaintilF for one dollar, 
hi*. ni!i!)t»;r Motiou for a new trial. 

TU ' '^oiirt. J\*olti J., held, there must be a new trial ; that the 
jury ought to have given the plaintiff the value of the slave. That 
if the jury were of, opinion the slave was of bad character, some 
deduction from the usual price ought to be made, but the plaintiff 
was certainly entitled to his actual damage for killing his slave. 
Wliere property is in question, the value of the article, as nearly 
as it can be ascertained, furnishes a rule from which they are not 
at liberty to depart. The rule does not apply to actions sounding 
in damages merely, as slander, &c. ; there the jury are left in a 
great measure without any control as to the amount. And see 
A -thur V. Wells, 2 Const. Rep. 314. ; Witsell v. Earnest, 1 Nott 
& M'C. 182. ; Wise v. Freshly, 3 M'Cord's Rep. 547. 

5. 

Witsell v. Earnest and Parker. January T. 1818. 
1 Nott & M*Cord's Rep. 182. 

Neither The defendants went to the plantation of Mrs. Witsell for the 

Timior the ^- r , , . 

statute of purpose ot nuntmg tor runaway negroes ; there being many m 
Jonnnnn^* the neighborhood, uiul the place in considerable alarm. As they 
law, can n. approached the house with loaded guns, a negro ran from the house, 

slave while , , , ,1 

he is flying or near the house, towards a swamp, when they hred and killed him. 
pumiors '^^^^ }^^'^^ charged the jury, that such circumstances might exist 
be killed ; by the excitemcnt and alarm of the neighborhood as to authorize 

and if h« • ^ _ " 

be. the the killing of a negro, without the sanction of a magistrate. Ver- 
reyovlr""*^ diet for defendants. Motion to set it aside. 

ronSe ^^^c statute of 1740, any white man 

loss. may apprehend, and moderately correct, any slave who may be 
found out of the plantation at which he is employed ; and if the 
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iskvo iigsaulfs the -white person, he inny he killed ; l)ut ti slave who 
«s merely Hying invay cannot be Ivillefl. Nor can the defendants 
he justilled by the common law, if we consider the ne|;ro an a per- 
son; for they were not cloihed with the authority of the law to ap- 
prehend him as a felon, and without such authority l>c could not 
be killed. Motion granted, 

0. 

The State v. E. Smith and R. Smith. Nov. T. 1817. 1 

Nott & M'Cord's Rep. 13. 

The defendants were convicted of k'illing a ncgrOp under the act 'pi„. j„.,if,i, 

of 17'10. P. L. 173. The clause of the act upon which the indict- ^7 

ment was predicated, is in these words: " if any person shall on sud- J7'io, lor 

den heat of passion, or by undue correction, kill his own slave, or in'gro, acts 

the slave of any other person, he shall forfeit the sum of three "l"""''*' , 

* person, una 

hundred pounds current money." Sentence was pronounced "».t"»U)o 
by the judge upon the defendants, "that they pay three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds old currency." They paid the fine to 
the clerk, and took a receipt. After the court had adjourned, the 
judge ordered the clerk to amend the nnnutes so as to make the 
judgment be. that each of the defendants should pay the above sum. 
A rule was taken out to enforce the amended sentence, which 
was made absolute. Motion to reverse the decision. 

Per Cur. Colcock, J. By the statute, the fine is affixed to the 
person^ and not to the offence ; and in this conviction, each of the 
defendants is found guilty of killing. Many of our acts affix the 
penalty to the offence, and say that for every offence the fine shall 
be paid. If such had been the language of this act, the construc- 
tion contended for by the prisoners' counsel must have followed ; 
but this act says, every person shall pay for the offence, and not that 
so much shall be paid for every offence. It is therefore clear, that 
each defendant is bound to pay the sum of three hundred and fifty 
pounds currency; and in this construction my brethren concur, 

7. 

The State v. Raines. May T. 1826. 3 M'Cord's Rep. 533. 

The prisoner .was indicted for murder: "for that the said Guy Auicdict- 
Raines, on, &c. at, &c., in and upon a certain negro man slave, Ehract 
called Isaac, the property of William Gray, then and there being, a'Jjg^jjj!^"^ 
then and there did make an assault, and the said negro man slave should spe- 
did wilfully, maliciously, and deliberately murder, contrary to the fac^eTtiie^ 
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criiniiiiii act ofthc gcnerul asscinbly, &c." Verdict, iiuilty of inunslauKlitcr, 

iiiilitnj and , . , , ' o j o > 

,l.M'r«io or tirul motion in arrest ot jiulgnient. 

iuVt'lio"*'" ^^'^^ Colcocky J. The iiulictmcnt is ddbctive. It is nc- 

liiciN and cessary to specify on its face the criminal nature and ile}:?ree of the 

(iiiTinii- . 

MtiiiK^oH otTcmce which arc conehisiona of kiw from the facts ; and also the 
dt'r*tlI./(lo- pfirticular lacts and circumstances] which render the defendant guiUy 
gu'ilty'^ of the otrence. And his honor j^avc live reasons why tlie ciiarge 
should be specific; 1st. In order to identify the charge ; h;ast tlie 
{2;rand jury should find a hill for one oiVence, and the defendant be 
put upon his trial for another, without authority. 2d. That the 
defendant's conviction or acquittal may enure to his subsequent 
protection, should he again be cpiestioned on the same grounds. 
;3d. To warrant the court in granting or refusing any particular 
right or indulgence which the defendant claims as incident to the 
nature ofthc case. 4th,. To enable the defendant to prepare lor 
his defence in particular cases, and to plead in all ; or, if iis 
prefer it, to submit to the court by demurrer, whether the facts 
alleged, supposing them to be true, so support the conclusion in 
law, as to render it necessary foi him to make any answer to the 
charge. 5th. Finally, and chiefly to enable the court, looking at 
the record after conviction, to decide, whether the facts charged are 
sutTicient to support a conviction of a particular crime, and to 
warrant their judgment ; and also in some instances to guide them 
in the infliction of a proportionate measure of punishment upon the 
offender,, 



(XV.) OF THE TRIAL AND PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES. 

1 

Notwith- ,„ ^ 

.tunding The State v. Bex, a slave. Dec. T. 1821. 1 Hawk's North 

the act of t 

171], a Oavohna Rep. 434. 

slave tried 



Sime'^lua'' ^^dictment for burglary, tried before Badge/r, J. In this case, 

bo convict- the lact of burglary was proved by the testimony of a white man, 

tLZony ^ ^^'jtness, above suspicion ; but the only evidence to show any 

of a slave, ntrpnov thfrt^'in r»n t^o«» *u« : _ • > 



Ihou^l'S. """^"""'y *^''''"'' ^^'^ P^'^ prisoner, was given by a dave, 

eorrobom- and that evidence was direct and positive. The counsel for the 

nant ' cir- 

prisoner, contended, such evidence was insufficient to convict the 
cwnsiances. prisoner, because not supported by "pregnant circumstances.'' The 
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court iiistnictiH) (he jury, that \vhatc'.v(jr ruhjs oxiKtcd on the sub- 
j(3Ct, were rules of reason and prudunct!, addrcssod to their sound 
discretion ; but that there was no positivj; rule of law vvhicli should 
preveut them, if they believed the testimony of the slave, from fn id- 
iugu verdict of y;u\\iy aiyaiust the [)risoner, although bis testimony 
was not supported by other proof. The jury found tlie prisoner 
j^uilty. A motion for a new trial was overruled, and sentence of 
death passed, tVom which the prisoner appealed. 

Taylor. Ch. J. 1 have not been able to ascertain in what man- 
ner, slaves, accused of capital oiFences, were tried before the year 
1711. The collections of the laws which I liave seen, are silent 
on that subject. But it may be conjectured that the county courts 
e u te rtai ne d j uris die tio n . 

Among- the very tew events, connected with the early settlement 
of the stale, which history lias condescended to notice, that of an 
insurrection of the slaves, in 1738, lias come down to us; and I 
infer from the penod of its occurrence, that it suggested the rigor- 
ous and detailed system of police, which was established in two or 
three years afterwards. Accustomed, as our ancestors were, to 
the usages of the common law, and its solemnity in capital trials, 
they were probably impelled by a sense of common danger, and 
the duty of self-preservation, to vest this extraordinary jurisdiction 
in three justices and four freeholders, who might be hastily col- 
lected at the court house, and proceed to the condemnation and 
execution of a slave, without indictment, jury, or notice to the 
owner. Had such a special jurisdiction, so wholly out of the 
course of the common law, been created without any specification 
of the sort of testimony it should req uire, it is to be apprehended 
that very slight circumstances would have led to a conviction ; more 
especially in cases of conspiracy and insurrection, trials for ivhich 
have in our own day produced monstrous injustice. It was a salu- 
tary caution, to the triers, not to infer from the unusual mode of 
trial, that they should be satisfied with weaker evidence than the 
common law prescribes ; and,^ since every other form by which 
the law aims to secure an impartial trial, was withdrawn from slaves, 
the legislature prescribes that rather more evidence shall be de- 
manded for their conviction, than is in general necessary. Rea- 
soning of this kind occasioned, as I think, the act of 1741 to 
declare, that the triers should " receive such testimony of negroes, 
raulattoes, or Indians, bond or free, with pregnant circumstances, 
as to them shall seem convincing" When the act of 1793 ex- 
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tended the trial by jury to slaves, I strongly incline to believe that 
it was a virtual repeal of so much of the above section as diOers 
from the coninion law rule of evidence; and that conferring the 
right of trial by jury in open court, does, ipso facto, draw after it, 
as an incident, the common law principles of evidence, and all the 
consequences of common law proceedings. I do not, however, 
rest my opinion solely on this ground. It is to be observed, that 
every time the legislature have touched this subject since the revo- 
lution, it has been for the purpose of im])roving the condition of 
slaves, more especially in admitting them to the benefit of an im- 
partial ti'ial in capital cases. 

The act of 180G, giving the superior courts exclusive jurisdiction 
of capital crimes committed by slaves, extends to these persons 
the full benefi.t of a common law trial, indictment, the benefit of 
counsel and clergy, and the right of challenge for cause ; withhold- 
ing only the peremptory challenge, which could scarcely have been 
of any use to them. The (irst section directs, *' that the trial shall 
be conducted in the same manner, and under the same rules, regu- 
lations, and restrictions, as trials for freemen are now conducted." 
This, it seems to me, is full authority to the superior courts to look 
at the common law lor the rules of evidence, modified as they are 
in relation to colored persons, by the act of 1777 ; and I cannot 
doubt, that the first section, taken together with the repealing 
clause, does annul the 48th section of the act of 1741. Bat why 
should the act of 1S16, which does the legislature so much honor, 
be so construed as to place slaves on a better footing, in respect to 
evidence, than free persons 1 On the trial of the latter for a capi- 
tal crime, sworn to only by one witness, the jury is instructed to 
judge of the credibility of the witness, and, if they believe him, that 
one is sufficient to convict, without any pregnant circumstances. 
Whereas, if the rule of 1741 is still in force, the jury must be told, 
that however well satisfied they are with the testimony of one wit- 
ness, or thoroughly convinced of the guilt of the slave, they must 
nevertheless acquit him in the absence of pregnant circumstances; 
and this, notwithstanding the previous finding of the bill by a grand 
jury, and the examination of the case in a way the most favorable 
to the discovery of truth. If the grand jury cannot find the 
bill upon the testimony of one credible witness, without pregnant 
circumstances, nor the petit jury convict, then the trial is not con- 
ducted "in the same manner, and under the same rules, regulations, 
and restrictions, as trials of freemen are now conducted." If criminal 
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slaves cannot be pumshcd for crimes wliich arc usihilly committed 
with the most studied secrecy, l)ut through a species of evidence not 
aUvays to be liad, and v/hich, if obtained, could not deepen the con- 
viction arising from the testimony of a credible \utncss, it is to be ap- 
prehended that a mischievous state of impunity will be the conse- 
quence. There is one circumstance tending to show that the legisla- 
ture of 1802, did not believe the provision of 17^11 was in force, for 
in the act " to prevent conspiracies and insurrections among the 
slaves," the rule of evidence is re-enacted in relation to these crimes. 
Now, the act of 1741, made it applicable not only to these oflcnccs, 
but to all others ; and if it were not repealed by the act of 1793, 
must have been in force in 1802. The act last noticed was passed 
soon after some disturbances had arisen among the slaves in the 
lower part of the state, and the clause was probably re-enacted 
for the purpose of tempering that excess which public excitemijnt 
had produced in the trials for these olfences. Upon the whole, I 
think the conviction is right. 

Henderson, J, The act of 1741 erects a court for the trial of 
slaves, composed of three or more justices of the peace, and four 
freeholders, and empowers and requires them to take for evidence, 
the confessions of the olfender, the oath of one or more credible 
witnesses, or such testimony of negroes, mulattoes, or Indians, bond 
or free, with pregnant circumstances, as to them shall seem 
convincing, without the solemnity of a jury. As long as this 
court remained, under any modification, the testimony prescribed 
by the act remained with it. Bu^, when the trial of slaves was 
transferred, first to the county court, by the act of 1793, and then 
to the superior court, by the act of 181 G, courts proceeding by 
known and established rules of evidence, the evidence nre- 
scribed to the court established by the act of 1741, was not 
transferred v^^ith the jurisdiction, but the rules established in the 
court to which cognizance of the otfence was transferred or 
given, became the rule of decision ; and it is not at all like the 
case of treason or perjury to which it was attempted to liken it, 
for in them the rules of evidence are attached to the offence, 
and will follow its trial to any court ; but the rule prescribed to 
the court, established by the act of 1741, is attached to the court ; 
and is confined to trials in that court, or to a court modified from 
that. I lay no stress on the words in the act of 1816, " rules, regu- 
lations, and restrictions it is most probable they relate only to 
%e form of the trial ; nor shall \ search for reasons which might 
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have induced the legisljituro to rofnure preLfnant circumalmees in 
one court, and not ui tbtj other; or wliy, hy the act of 1H02, to 
punish slaves for conspirmg to rebel, or make insurrection, or to 
commit murder, ag'ain prescribes the same rules as to the evidence ; 
and particularly that the testimony of one negro, or person ol' 
color, shall not be deemed concIusiv(» or sullicient to convict, 
without prognrmt cijY'wusfanf 66, thereby strongly implyini^, that it was 
considered that the rule of evidence prescribed to the court, estab- 
lished by the act of 1741, was no longer in force ; but I know in 
practice, the same thing is often for greater caution, re-enacted. 
I think this case is clear, upon the grounds, that the rule as to 
pregnant circumstances was prescribed to another court than the 
one before which this slave was tried ; that the latter court was in 
existence before the transfer of cognizance ; that at the time of the 
transfer it had rules of its own, including the rules of evidence, 
by v/hich it is ascertained the disputed facts ; that by the act of 
1777, negroes, Indians, and mulattoes arc declared to be compe- 
tent witnesses against each other, without calling in the aid of legis- 
lative intention, arising from other acts. I can see no error in 
the judge's charge, and no grounds for a new trial. Let the rule 
be discharged. 

Hall, J. Dissentiente. It is proper, in this case, to take a view 
of all the acts of assembly which relate to it. The act passed in the 
year 1741, ch. 24. sec. 48., is the first. It declares, that "if three 
or more negroes or other slaves shall, at anytime hereafter, consult, 
advise, or conspire, to rebel or make insurrection, or shall plot or 
conspire the murther of any person whatsoever, such consulting, 
&c. shall be adjudged and deemed felony, and the slaves convicted 
thereof shall suffer death," It then declares, " that three justices 
and four freeholders, owners of slaves, are empowered, upon oath, 
to try all manner of crimes and offences that shall be committed 
by any slave, at the court-house, and to take for evidence the con- 
fession of the offender, the oath of one or more credible witnesses, 
or such testimony of negroes, mulattoes, or Indians, bond or free, 
with pregnant circumstances, as to them shall be convincing, Avithout 
the solemnity of a jury." Under this act, the uncorroborated tes- 
timony of a slave would not be sufticient to convict a sla¥e of any 
crime. 1 do not think that the act of 1777, ch. 2. sec. 42., has 
any bearing upon the present question. That act only incapaci- 
tates negro€3, mulattoes, and some other persons, to be witnesses, 
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except against each other. This act only recognizes their compe- 
tency, as the act of '41 hud clone, but it is silent as to the credi- 
bility. By the act of 1793, ch. 5., jurisdiction of all oft'enccs com- 
mitted by slaves is transferred to the county courts, and to a jury 
of good and lawful men, owners of slaves. Nothing is said m this 
act relative either to their competency or credibility. If the act of 
1741 required pregnant circumstances to support the testimony of 
a slave or negro, until it is repealed, it is still required. I cannot think 
that transfer of jurisdiction from the three justices and four free- 
holders, owners of slaves, to the county courts, is, ipso facto, a repeal 
of it. The act of 1S02, ch. 17., n>akes some new regulations as to 
tlic oftences of conspiracy and insurrection, and declares, that as to 
Ihem, the testimony of a negro or person of color shall not be 
deemed sutFicient or conclusive to convict the person charged, un- 
less the same shall be supported by such pregnant circumstances 
as to the jury shall appear convincing. It may be asked, why did 
the legislature interpose this guard against convictions for conspi- 
racy, &c., when the same guard was interposed by the act of 1741 
against conviction of crimes of every description 1 The question 
I cannot answer ; but I feel myself at liberty to say, that re-enaet- 
ing in 1802, what was enacted in 1741, is no repeal of the first act. 
The next law on this subject was passed in the year 1816. New 
Revisal, ch. 912. This act transfers to the superior court exclu- 
sive jurisdiction in all cases where slaves shall be charged with the 
commission of any offence, the punishment whereof may extend 
to life, limb, or member, and under the same rules, regulations, 
and restrictions, as in trial of freemen for like olfences. The lat- 
ter expression, I think, relates to the mode of conducting the trial. 
It is altogether silent, both as to the competency and credibility of 
witnesses: that as 1 apprehend, was left to the law as it then stood ; 
I mean the law of 1741. This case has been likened to the cases 
of high treason and perjury; and I think not improperly. In each 
of those cases, two witnesses were necessary to a conviction ; and 
I think it would be required, until altered, upon a transfer of juris- 
diction of those offences from one tribunal to anbther. The only 
want of resemblance between those cases and the one before 
us is, that in those C£^es, and those only, the testimony of one wit- 
ness is not sufficient to a conviction in the case of fredom ; and the 
testimony of one witness, I mean that of a slave, without pregnant 
circumstances, is not sufficient to convict slaves of any crime. 
It has been argued, that when the superior courts acquired juris- 
27 
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diction ill these cases, the rules of evidence attached to thein, na in 
trials of free persons. I cannot come to the conclusion, that a 
positive law should he repealed hy buhacquent laws, in which w 
little intimation is given of legislativts will, that they shouUl have 
that elFect. That the policy of the law of 1741 was founded on a 
sense of the degraded state in which those unhappy hcings existed, 
no donht, will be ceded. Being slaves, they hud no will of their 
own, and a humane policy forbade that the life of a human being', 
(one of themselves) should he taken away upon testimony coming 
from them, unless some circumstances appeared in aid of that tes- 
timony. If this was a just policy, I am not aware, if we were now 
to examine their condition, that any thing would be discovered so 
much more favorable to the cause of truth, as to require a repeal 
of the laws now in force, by the legislature, or a construction of 
them by the courts, tending to the same end. My opinion, there- 
fore, is, that the rule for a new trial should be made absolute. 

9 

State v. Reed. June T. 1823. 2 Hawk's North Carolina 

Rep. 454. 

An indict- This was an indictment for the murder of a slave, which con- 
the"nHrder common law. The prisoner was found guilty, and moved 

of a ^lave, in arrcst, because of the insufficiency of the indictment. The mo- 
ciudesat" tion was overruled, and sentence passed, from which the prisoner 

common n-^-^^^^lnA 

luw, is appealed. 

good. Taylor^ Ch. J. i think there was no necessity to conclude the 

indictment against the form of the statute, for a law of paramount 
obligation to the statute was violated by the offence. Common la\v, 
founded upon the law of nature, and confirmed by revelation. 
The opinion I delivered on the State v. Boon remains unchanged, 
to which, and the effect of the act of 1837, as stated in the State 
V. Tackett, (I Hawk's Rep. 21G.) I beg leave to refer, as containing 
the reasons wherefore, in this case, there ought to be judgment for 
the state. . 

Henderson, J. This record presents the question, is the killing 
of a slave, at this day, a statute or common law offence 1 And if 
a common - law ofience, what punishment is affixed to the act 
charged in his record t Homicide is the killing any reas onable 
creature. Murder is the killing any reasonable creature, within 
the protection of the law, with malice prepense, that is, with a de- 
sign and without excuse. That a slave is a reasonable creature. 
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or more properly, a human being, is not, I suppose, denieil. But 
it is said, that beinjjj property, he is not within the protection of tlie 
law, and, therefore, the law requires not the manner of his death ; 
that the owner alone is interested, end the state no more con- 
cerned, independently of the acts of the legislature on that subject^ 
than in the death of a horse. Tliis is an argumqnt,the force of which 
I cannot feel, and leads to consequences ubhorent to my nature : 
yet if it be the law of the land, it must be so pronounced. I dis- 
claim oil rules or laws in investigating this question but the com- 
mon law of England, as brought to this country by our forefathers, 
when they emigrated hither, and as adopted by them', and as modi- 
fied by various declarations of the legislature since, as to justify 
the foregoing definition. If, therefore, a slave is a reasonable crea- 
ture, within the protection of the law, the killing a slave with ma- 
lice prepense, is murder by the common law. With the services 
and labors of the slave the law has nothing to do; they are the 
^*maste<''3 by the law ; the government and control of them belong 
exchi^ely to him. Nor will the law interfere upon the ground 
that the state's rights, and not the master's, have been violated. 

In establishing slavery, then, the law vested in the master the ab- 
solute and uncontrolled right to the services of the slave, and the 
means of enforcing these services, follow as necessary conse- 
quences ; nor will the law weigh with the most scrupulous nicety, 
his acts in relation thereto ; but the life of a slave being noways 
necessary to be placed in the power of the owner for the full en- 
joyment of his services, the law takes care of that, and with me it 
has no weight, to show that by the laws of ancient Rome or mod- 
ern Turkey, an absolute power is given to the master over the life 
of his slave. I answer, these are not the laws of our country, 
nor the model from which they were taken ; it is abhorrent to the 
hearts of all those who have felt the influence of the rniid precepts 
of Christianity ; and if it is said, that no law is produced to show 
that such is the state of slavery in our land, I call on them to show 
the law by which the life of a skvc is placed at the disposal of his 
master. In addition, I must say, that if it is not murder, it is no 
offence, not even u bare trespass. Nor do I think that any thing 
should be drawn from the various acts of the legislature on the 
subject. Legislative exposition is good whik' the system of law 
thus expounded is in force ; but when the whole system is aban- 
doned, as is done by the act of 1817, exposition should be laid 
aside. But if the legislative exposition is to have weight, the last 
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should be received, and the act last inentioiicd to Bpeak the lan- 
guage of declaration, and not that of enifictmcnt. But it is not ad- 
mitted that the acts prior to the act of 1817, are by any means a 
clear legislative declaration, that it was no olTeni'e to kill a sluve 
anterior to any statutory provision. The first enactment that --.ve 
have on the subject, is a simple declaration, that if any person 
shall maliciously kill a slave, he shall sufte*^ imprisonment. From 
this wc arc not absolutely to conclude, that the legislature thought 
that before that time it was no olFcnce ; it is quite possible that 
juries had not applied the principles of the common law in their 
purity to the o{rence ; for we see the spirit of the times by the le- 
gislative act ; but that spirit is happily no more. I would mention, 
as an additional argument, that if the contrary exposition of the 
law is correct, then the life of a slave is at the mercy of any one, 
even a vagabond ; and I would ask, what law is it that punishes, at 
this day, the most wanton and cruel dismemberment of a slave, 
by severing a limb frorn his body, if life should be spared ? There 
is no statute on the subject ; it is the common law' cut down, it is 
true, by statute or custom, so as to tolerate slavery, yielding to the 
owner the services of the slave, and any right incident thereto, as 
necessary for its full enjoyment, but protecting the life and limbs 
of the human being ; and in these particulars, it does not admit 
that hp is without the protection of the law. I think, therefore, 
that judgment of death should be pronounced againt the prisoner. 

Hall, J. Dissentiente. I dissent from the opinion of the court 
below in this case. Most of the reasons for this dissent are to be 
found in the case of the Sta^e v. Boon, Taylor's Rep. 252. And 
it is unnecessary here to repeat them. 

3. 

The State v. Jim, a negro stave. Dec. T. 1826. 1 Devereaux's 

North Carolina Rep. 142. 

A slave on The defendant was indicted for an assault, with an intent to 

a trial for a ji i i , . 

capUai fe- commit a rape, on the oody of a white female. In making up the 

lony is en- 
titled to a ' ' ■ — , 

ji),rv of ^ „ 

■fiJavo own- •"■"^^^ ^^'^^ ^ considerable diversity in the form of tiie courts or tribunals before 
ers.* whom negroes and slaves are to be tried for crimes. The legislative enactments have 

for their object, no doubt, facility and convenience- The most ordinaiy court for the 
trial of slaves, is composed of justices and freeholders, particularly for the trial and 
punishment of inferior crimes. In Virginia, offences affecting the life of the slave 
are tried hy the "justices' and freeholders' court." 1 Rev. Code, 428. And a similar 
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jury, the counsel for the defendant challenj,^ed for cause those jurors 
who were not owners of slaves ; wliich was overruled by tiic pre- 
siding- judije. After a verdict ibr the state, tlic defendant's counsel 
moved in arrest of judgment, on the ground that he was entitled to 
a jury of slave holders. 

Taylor, Ch. J. It appears to me, that the act of i793, ch. 381., 
extending the trial by jury to slaves, and directing the jury to be 
composed of owners of slaves, is not repealed by any subsequent 
law. A twofold consideration dictated the policy of this law, the 
force of which remains unimpah'ed by the extension of additional 
privileges to slaves, ; . was intended to surround the life of the 
slave with additional safeguards, and more elTectually to protect the 
property of the owner, by infusing into the trial, that temperate and 
impartial feeling, which would probably exist in persons owning 
the same sort of property. That the master would have assurance 
of an equitable trial by persons who had property constantly ex- 
posed to similar accusations, and would not wantonly sacrifice the 
life of a slave, but yield it only to a sense of justice, daily experi- 
ence is sutlicient to convince us. The property of a man is more 
secure when he cannot be deprived of it, except by a jury, part of 
whom at least, have the like kind of property to lose. And this 
reason, it seems to me, continues to operate with full force, not- 
withstanding the many humane and valuable provisions which have 
been subsequently made for the trial of slaves. I am of opinion, 
that the judgment should be arrested. 



tribunal is established in Soutii Carc'"ua. James' Dig. 392. And in Louisiana, by an 
act passed .Tune 7, 1806. 1 Martin's Dig. 642. But in some other states the ordinary 
tribunals of the common law have cognizance of ofleuces commiif jdd by tlie slave. 
This is secured to him in Kentucky by the act of Feb. 10, 1819. IM; &, Swi. 1164. 
And a similar principle applies to capital oftences in Georgia^ Prince's Dig. 450. And 
the important privilege of trial by juiy is secured to slaves in Missouri, by the consti- 
tution of that state. The constitution of Alabama secures to the slaves of that state a 
similar privilege. See 3d article of the constitution of Missouri, and tho coustitmion 
of Alabama, tit. slaves, §2. And by the laws of Maryland, act of 1751, ch. 14., trial 
by jury is secured to slaves in capital cases. And so also in Nortli Carolina, as ap- 
pears by Hay wood's Manual, .532 ; and also in Tennessee. See Tennessee Laws of 
1813. 
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4. 

The Statis v. Charity. Dec, T. 1830. 2 Devcreaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 543. 

On iin in- The prisoner was indicted for the murder of her own child, and 
«iUn"t 'a was tried before his Honor Judge Strange. On the trial, the 
slave for i\ master was oftered by the prosecution, to prove the confessions 
Sw, tho of the prisoner. This was objected to by the master, and by the 
lioUM/^Roin- P"so"er ; but the objection was overruled, and the witness exam- 
testiJy '^'^^^ prisoner was convicted, and appealed to this court. 

Ruffinf J, I do not know that the question made in this case 
has ever arisen before in this state. Nor have i been able to find 
a decision of it in any of our sister states. It must be decided, 
therefore, on general principles, it is a fundamental rule of evi- 
dence at common law, that a party to a suit, or one directly in- 
terested in the result, is not competent to testify on the side of his 
interest, nor can he be compelled to testify against it. This rule 
less frequently applies to public prosecutions than to civil actions ; 
because it cannot often happen that private rights are directly in- 
volved, or can be consequentially affected by verdicts orindictments. 
But when they are, the rule prevails in one case as well as the 
other, subject to a few certain exceptions of necessity or statute 
provision : as in cases of violence on the wife, or of a witness who 
is entitled to a reward, on a conviction of the offender, upon his 
testimony. But in other instances, there is no distinction between 
the eflect of a direct interest in criminal or civil cases. A wife 
cannot testify for one who is a co-defendant with her husband 
upon an indictment for a riot or conspiracy. A prosecutor, or 
his wife, cannot give evidence in an indictment for forcible entry, 
under the statutes of Henry and James. One charged as accessary, 
cannot be a witness for the principal, and other like cases This 
has never been carried so far as to embrace heirs apparent, or en 
tail, or remaindermen, or masters of apprentices. In the former 
cases, the interest is too uncertain and remote ; in the latter, there 
is no legal interest, because there is no property. But in the case 
of master and slave, the interest is direct and immediate. The 
whole property in the slave is in jeopardy, and the master is liable 
for the costs in case of a conviction. He is not, it is true, party 
to the record, in the sense of reversing the judgment for any ir- 
regularity in giving him notice ; which is a collateral matter within 
the discretion of the court, as to the time and mode of proceeding. 
But his interests are essentially at stake, as much as the life of the 
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slave h. Tho rule of exclusion or protection, on the score of in- 
terest, must apply in all cases aliice, because it is drawn fronj the 
known general frailty of our species. The evidence of an interest- 
ed witness is rejected, because we cannot have confidence, that 
men in general in that state will tell the truth, and the whole truth. 
The temptation is too strong for men to be exposed to it ; and the 
dany^er of a jury being misled is too great. This applies equally to 
all cases. I think, therefore, that a master cannot be a witness 
for his slave. It follows, that he ought not to be forced on the 
other side. But this suggests another uiiFicuUy. The privilege 
not to testify, upon the ground of interest, is that of the master, 
and not of the slave. It may be consequently waved by the for- 
mer. He may himself prosecute, and give evidence against his 
slave. And since that is certain, I have entertained the most seri- 
ous scruples against interfering with this conviction. It cannot be 
presumed that the master would falsely and cotruptly destroy his 
own property. His evidence on the side of his interest may be 
supected ; but that against it> cannot be supposed to be stronger 
than the truth would justify. If so, the prisoner can have no 
cause to complain. And could I separate her rights from those 
of the witness, I would do so, and let the verdict stand. But they 
are so connected, that justice cannol be done to the master, without 
giving the slave the benefit of it. We cannot restore him his 
property, without yielding her another trial for her life ; nor re- 
verse the judgment for the costs, without reversing it altogether. 
I therefore conclude, with much hesitation, that as the master did 
object to be sworn, there must be a new trial. When I speak of 
the power of the master to wave his privilege and give testimony, 
I would not be understood as putting the slave's life in the master's 
hands, and resting it on his mercy. I allude to testimony to 
facts within his knowledge. When he is called to confessions, a 
different state of the case may arise, in which the privilege will be 
that of the prisoner. The confessions may have been made in 
reference to defence, and as instructions for conducting it ; or 
being to the master, may or may not be of that voluntary character 
which the law, not less in wisdom than humanity, requires. Upon 
those points, not the slightest intimation of opinion is now intended; 
for there is not a little difficulty in them, and this case does not re- 
quire a decision upon them. 

The exception of the prisoner does not present an objection to 
the evidence, upon either of these grounds ; and therefore the 
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court must take it, that none existed in point of Tact ; that the con- 
fessions wore made freely-, and not with a view to defence. 

IMly J. The question submitted to the court is one of a com- 
plex nature. The rights of the 8tate» of the master, and of the 
slave, are involved in it. If the offence charged in the indictment 
has been commited, the slate is entitled to redress, by the legal 
conviciion and punishment of the slave. In such case, the master 
must submit to the loss of the slave, and the slave must submit to 
her fate. But it is necessary to inquire, whether the rights of either 
have been violated. First, with respect to the rights of the master. 
It is a rule of evidence, that a party to a suit cannot be admitted or 
compelleil to give evidence in it, because he is directly interested 
in the issue of it. The trial throws directly upon a loss or a benefit. 
He is, therefore, on the score of interest, altogether excluded from 
giving evidence. It may be taken in the present case, that the 
master is not a party in form to the proceeding. But he is sub- 
stantially so. He has as great an interest in the issue, as if it was 
made up in an action of detinue, to which he was a party. The 
conviction of the slave, is a judgment against him tb the amount of 
her value. In addition to this, he is made liable by the act of 1793 
(Rev. Code 381.) for the costs of the prosecution, provided the 
slave, if a free person, would be liable for them. And there is no 
doubt, that she %vould be liable upon conviction. 

I therefore think, that the master was so much interested in the 
case, that he ought not to have been examined as a witness, wfien 
objected to by himself. The objection, however, is personal to 
the master. It cannot be taken by the slave. As to her, the evi- 
dence was legal But to rectify the error as to the master a new 
trial must be award ed„ As to the rights of the slave, were the 
master to forego his interest, and voluntarily give evidence against 
her, I am inclined to think, that she might legally object to his 
giving in evidence any of her confessions made to him, because, 
by the act of 1793, (Rev. C. 381.) he is authorized to defend her; 
and because she is his slave, and by various means, against which 
slavery could make but little resistance, he might extract from her 
any confessions he pleased. 

But upon this part of the case I give no opinion. \ 

Henderson, Ch. J. My concurrence in the opinion of the court, 
in excluding the master on the ground of interest, is so feeble, that 
it almost amounts to a dissent. Where pecuniary interest only is 
-at stake, to exclude a witness on the score of interest, however 
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small, is applying* a scale of morality to our miture suiriciently hu- 
miliating. But where the life or death of a fellow being is to be 
the result of the trial, to exclude a witness, because he may have a 
pecuniary interest, either in preserving or in taking the life of the 
accused, is attributing to us, frail as we know ourselves to be, more 
depravity than we are willing, I think, to admit. And the rule, as 
laid down by the court, as I understand it, excludes the master on 
the same ground, that of interest, from becoming a witness for liis 
slave ; for the rule must be mutual. If he cannot be compelled 
to give evidence against his slave, because he has an interest in his 
acquittal, he cannot, if he wishes, or rather is willing, to give evi- 
dence for the slave, on the same ground. 

I should rather suppose, that the interest at stake, being so en- 
tirely different from that which is brought forward to protect the 
witness from giving evidence, or to exclude him, if willing, is not to 
be weighed in the same balance with mere pecuniary interest. It 
is so transcendant in its nature, that its weight is not to be ascer- 
tained by mere money balances. Cases are to be found in which 
witnesses were objected to, on the score of interest in procuring 
convictions for the sake of reward. They were admitted because it 
was said, that the statute giving the reward contemplated them as 
good witnesses ; for the reward is given on condition that they 
gave, or procured to be given, material evidence on the trial. There 
are other cases of interest arising under a statute giving them ad- 
vantages, in which the statute renders thent cpmpetent. But I 
know of no case of life and death, where interest excluded a witness. 
These statute cases did not require a further investigation of the 
principle of the rule of exclusion. They were admitted, not ex- 
cluded. These different kinds of interest were not thrown into 
the opposite scales of the same balance. I consider indictments 
under the statute of forcible entries and detainers, as mere civil 
suits, and the decisions under them as made in civil causes. For 
the prosecutor, if successful, obtains a writ of restitution. I am 
inclined to think, but I am by no means satisfied, that the master 
is a good witness for his slave ; and if so, may be compelled to 
give evidence against him ; that is, as to acts, but not as to confes- 
sions .; and more particularly, as to those made in reference to de- 
fence. But I think that they ought to be excluded in all cases of 
confessions. The master has an almost absolute control over the 
body and mind of his slave. The master's will is the slave's will. 
All his acts, all his sayings, are made with a viev/ to propitiate his 
28 
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master. His confessions are made, not from a love of truth, not 
from a sense of duty, not to speak a falsehood, but to please his 
master ; and it is vain that his master tells him to speak the truth, 
and conceals from him how he wished the question answered. 
The slave will ascertain, or which is the same thing, think that ho 
has ascertained the wishes of his master, and mould his answer 
accordingly. We, therefore, more often get the wishes of the 
master, or the slave's belief of his wishes, than the truth. And this 
is so often the case, that the public justice of the country requires 
that they should be altogether excluded. Confessions made to 
propitiate the good opinion of the gaoler, or to avert harsh treat- 
ment, are excluded upon the same principle. I think the case of 
the master and slave much stronger. The power of the gaoler is 
temporary and limited ; that of the master pcrmunent and almost 
unlimited. The public justice of the country loses but little by 
excluding -these confessions ; for confessions of all kinds are very 
questionable guides to truth. In crimes of any magnitude, they 
seldom speak the truth. But if I should be entirely mistaken as 
regards the slave's confessions in general, I think that confessions 
made in reference to defence certainly cannot be received ; for 
the master, from his situation, from the duties which the legislature 
have imposed on him, is the guardian and defender of his slave. It 
is a moral duty of the highest grade, to see that no injustice is 
done him. The relation subsisting between them, imposes upon 
him a load of obligations, and he should not be permitted, even if 
willing, to disregard them. He is the medium of communication 
with the counsel in court ; and a fair and free defence cannot be 
made, if this confidence is permitted to be violated. In the pre- 
sent case, it does not appear what was the object in making the 
confession. In common cases, the party must bring his case 
within the law, as if his question regarded the evidence of one who 
was an attorney, it must be stated that the disclosure related to a 
case in which he acted as counsel of him who made the confession, 
and that it related to the cause. In this case 1 think it is diflferent. 
Prima faciey the confession was made with reference to defence 
or protection ; for the master is the perpetual defender and pro- 
tector of his slave. And if it did not relate to defence or protec- 
tion it should be shown on the other side. At least, in a case of 
such magnitude to the prisoner, I should be unwilling to consider 
it as made with a different intent, unless proved to be so. Judg- 
ment of the court below reversed, and a new trial granted. 
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5. 



The State v. Sue, a Negro Woman Slave. 1800, 
Cameron and Norwood's North Carolina Hep. 54. 

The prisoner had been tried on a charge of giving, or procuring g,,,^,.^ ^^^.^ 

to be given, to William Cooke, and aeveral of hiis family, a poison ""J 

1 I • •! . Pre- 

supposed to be arsenic, with an mtent to kill the said persons, and ishcd wiUi 

was found guilty of the fact by the jury empanneled and sworn llliy ''cami 
to try the Issue. On which conviction the jiistices present passed w'*"'" 

. Ireemun 

the following sentence : " That the prisoner, Sue, is guilty of would not 
death under the act of Assembly, in that case made and provided ; to Uu'samo 
and that the said Sue, on Monday the 14th of April, 1800, be Se,?*;^- 
taken to the place of execution, and between the hours of 11 and c«i»tbyvir- 
4 o'clock of that day, she be hanged by the neck until she be dead." act of 1741, 

The counsel for the prisoner moved and obtained a writ of cer- 47 "The" 
teorari ; in consequence of which the prisoner, together with the ^jjfjjj^^'^^^j 
record of her trial and conviction, and of the sentence passed extends to 
thereon, were brought up to the superior court. tmn^only, 

Johnson, J. It does not appear to me from any construction Jje^^rJ" 
which I can make of the laws of this state, respecting the punish- punish- 
ment of slaves, that they are made liable to be punished with death, 
in any case where the like punishment is not by law to be inflicted 
on a freeman ; except only in the cases mentioned in the 47th sec- 
tion of the act concerning servants and slaves, passed in the year 
1741. I cannot prevail on myself to adjudge, in any case, that 
a crime shall be punished with death, unless there is an express 
law for that purpose ; and am of opinion, that no implication, 
however obvious, can be admitted in such case, and that the dis- 
cretion allowed in these cases, must apply to the quantum or mea- 
sure, not the degree of punishment. Therefore, it is my opinion, 
that the judgment be reversed, and that the prisoner be remanded 
to receive such other punishment, short of death, as the court who 
tried her shall think just, so that the same be warranted by the 
laws and constitution of the state. 

Taylor, J. In ascertaining the true construction of the act, it is 
necessary to take into view some others v^hich have been made 
relative to the same subject. The whole are founded on a princi- 
ple of severe policy, absolutely necessary to guard society against ^ 
the evil consequences resulting from the condition of slavery. 
Where some offences had been previously provided against, in an 
act passed the same session, one perhaps at that time of frequent 
occuirence, in the nature of a conspiracy by three or more, to 



SLAVERY. 



rebel or murder, is by this act made puniabable with death. The 
next clause requires, that upon a slave being convicted of any 
other crime or misdmeanorf such jud{§ment shall be passed, accord- 
ing to the discretion of the court, as the nature of the crime ahall 
require. These expressions do, in my opinion, give the court u 
power to inflict any punishment upon any crime or misdemeanor, 
where a specific punishment had not been previously directed by 
law. In such cases the prescribed punishment must be inflicted ; 
but in all others the court are to regulate their discretion by the 
nature of the crime. This will depend upon their frequency, 
enormity, the temptation to commit them, the necessity of an ex- 
ample, and a variety of other circumstances, that ought, in a pecu- 
liar manner, to be considered in estimating the otFences of these 
persons. It certainly could not be the intent of the legislature 
that they should be punished according to the ordinary penal code, 
for then it were unnecessary to have gone further than a simple 
regulation of the trial, and not to have said any thing abo\it the 
punishment ; and because, by the former act, the offence of steal- 
ing certain property is punishable with whipping and the pillory ; 
whereas stealing money would only be punished by burning in the 
hand. This is a discrimination in favor of an offence of equal 
magnitude, which I do not think the legislature intended to make. 
The act of 1786 (Iredell's Revisal, page 588.) does, in the pream- 
ble recognize the fact, that many persons by cruel treatment to 
their slaves, cause them to commit crimes for which they are exe- 
cuted. It then proceeds to take away the allowance which had 
been theretofore made to the owners of such slaves. The cruel 
treatment here alluded to must consist in withholding from them 
the necessaries of life ; and the crimes thus resulting, are such as 
are calculated to furnish them with food and raiment. It then ap- 
pears, that in 1786, the legislature was perfectly aware, that from 
1741 until that time, it had been the practice to execute slaves 
upon a conviction of grand larceny, when free persons were only 
burnt in the hand ; and they have not declared that this is a false 
exposition of the law. It seems to me that the acts subsequently 
made, had no other end than to extend to them the trial by jury, 
and to ascertain the respective provinces of the court and the jury, 
still leaving the discretion of the former, as to the punishment, as 
unlimited as the first act had made it. I am sensible that the 
law is a harsh one ; and I fear that abuses have been committed 
under it ; but these may be controlled by the legislature whenever 



TRIAL AND PUNISIIMKNT OF SLAVES. 



they think fit to hitcrposc. Thhiking as I do, frotn the short time 
I have had to deliberate on this case, that their intention is free 
from doubt, a sense of duty compels mc to jjronounce it, how- 
ever repuLjnant it may be to my private notions of humanity. 

Macay, J. The aet of assembly passed in 1741, sec. 47., of 
cliai). xxiv., makes the consulting, the advising-, the conspiring to 
rebel, to make insurrection the plotting or conspiring of throe or 
more slaves to murder any person or persons whatever, to be felony, 
and on conviction to sutler death. Section 48. of same chapter, 
directs the manner in which every slave committing such offence, 
or any other crime or misdemeanor, shall be tried, and what evi- 
dence shall be admissible, and direct the three justices and the 
four freeholders, on the slave or slaves being fouiid guilty, " to 
pass such judgment on such otfender according to their discretion, 
as the nature of the crime or oftence shall require, and on sucli 
judgment to award execution." The otlence found by the jury in 
this case, is an aUemjJt to poison ; therefore the otlence does not 
come under the description of any of those otlences enacted by 
the 47th section. Had the act stopped here, she must have been 
acquitted. But section 48 empowers the three justices and four 
freeholders to try her for any other crime or misdemeanor., and to 
pass such judgment, according to their discretion, as the nature of 
the offence may require. 

Crimes and misdemeanors were offences known by the law at 
the time of passing this act, and the punishment also known and 
established. The offence found against Sue is an attempt to poi- 
son. If the same offence was committed by a free person, it could 
not be punished with death ; it is only a misdemeanor of an ag- 
gravated nature, and could be punished with fine, imprisonment, 
and other corporal punishment ; no judgment of death could be 
given. The punishment of this particular offence was known 
when the act passed. The act has made no alteration in the pun- 
ishment ; it was then discretionary with the court. It never was 
considered that the court could give judgment of death for this of- 
encc ; they could fine, imprison, or inflict other corporal punish- 
ment, as had been established by common usage. The discretion 
given by the act of assembly, is a legal discretion, not the power 
of altering punishments, or affixing to any oflence a punishment 
unknown to the law. This would be for the court to legislate, not 
to adjudicate, a power unknown to any of the courts of this state. 
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The Justices of the county court have pronounced a judgment 
diirtM-ent from the nature of the offence which the jury have found 
against the prisoner ; their discretion only extends to increasing 
or diminishing the punishment. Let the judgment pronounced 
by the said justices against the prisoner be reversed, and the pris- 
oner be remanded to said justices, to receive such judgment as the 
laws and constitution of this state will warrant. 

G. 

BoiiE V. ,'BusH et al. 18 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 1. 

FriM! por- Appeal from the court of the fourth district, 
braro on- ^'tT Cur. Porlcr, J. This is an action against a justice of the 
Sal'by^jii^ peace, and his constable, for false imprisonment. The petition 
ry,!m'lc;ui- states the arrest, and the previous proceedings. It avers they were 
for oileu- illegal, oppressive, and done with an intention to extort money from 
justice of plaintiff. The justice pleaded, that he was acting in his official 
the peace, capacity. That he decided according to the best of his understand- 
ing ; and that he was not responsible for errors of judgment. The 
constable denied that he had arrested or imprisoned the petitioner. 
The justice of the p?acc was not protected by his plea, of error in 
judgment, for he was not acting within his jurisdiction. Free per- 
sons of color are certainly bound to treat the citizens of the state 
with respect ; and if they do not, they are subject to fine and im- 
prisonment. But the law has provided, that for offences of this 
kind, they are entitled to a trial by jury. Now, as justices of the 
peace have no right to summon juries, it is a necessary consequence 
of the want of authority to do so, that the defendant was without 
power to try and condemn. The only cognizance he could take 
of the case was, to commit the plaintiff, unless he gave bail for his 
appearance at the next term of the district court. Mat. Dig, vol. L 
.Judirment of the district court reversed. 

7. 

Ex parte. Jessee Brown. May T. 1831. 2 Bailey's Rep, 323. 
A slave A court of magistrates and freeholders had convicted and sen- 

c.innot be i i • i i . i t tt 

twice tried tcuced Brown to be whipped ; which sentence was executed. He 

and pnn- 

islied for — — '■ — 

the same 

oflfeuce.* * Much has been said of the disparity of piinirthment between the white inhabitantsi 
and the slaves, and negroes of the same state ; that slaves are punished with much more 
severity, for the commission of similar crimes by white persons, than the latter. The 
charge is undoubtedly true to a considerable extent. It must be remembered that the 
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was afterwards tried and condemned to death for the same otfence. 
A prohibition was granted, and on an appeal being taken to settle 
the question, the decision of the judge, on granting the prohibition, 
was sustained. 

8. 

State v. Sims. Dec. T. 1830. 2 Bailey's Rep, 29. 

The defendant being convicted of being accessary to a murder The con. 
l)y a number of slaves, who had U zu tried, convicted, and execu- I^,iv"o£ 
ted, he moved for a new trial, on the ground " that the declaration 

" as infiiici- 

of the said slaves, as to their agency in the murder, and the mode jjal, in evi- 
in which they perj)etratcd it, were received in evidence ; and the thc'triarof 
declaration of each slave was received, not only as to his own guilt, 

but as to the acts of others." *^^^?c*tre''° 

The Court, Johnson^ J., overruled the motion for a new trial, and fact, 
decided, that the confession of a slave of his own guilt, as principal, 
is admissible in evid?,nce on the trial of a free white man as acces- 
sory before the fact. 

9. 

State v. Mary Hayes. June T. 1829. 1 Bailey's Rep. 275. 

The court held, that the 14th section of the act of 1740, which Thesutmo 
provides that all crimes and offences committed by free negroes, {hlftrihnnal 
Indians, (Indians in amity with this state only excepted,) mulat- ^'"''^^"f^! 
toes, or mestizoes, shall be proceeded in, heard, tried, and adjudg- &c. is ex- 
ed, and determined, by a court of justices and freeholders, in like 
manner, as is directed for the trial of crimes and offences commit- 
ted by slaves, any law, usage, or custoiD, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 



primary object of the eiiactment of penal laws, is the protection and security of those 
who malic them. The slave hfis no agency in niaking them. He ig indeed one 
cause of the apprehended evils to the other class, which those laws are expected to 
remedy. That he should be held amenable for a violation of those rules est?iblished 
for the security of the other, is the natural r<'sult of the state in which he is placed. 
And the weverity of those rules will always bear a relation to that danger, real or ideal, 
of ihe other class. 

It has been so among all nations, and will ever continue to be so, while the dispa- 
rity between bond and free remains. In a practical treatise it would probably be 
considered out of place to collect the various statutes in relation to whipping and 
other punishment of slaves, to be found in the statute books of the various states. 
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Per Cur. 0'*J^*call, J. The jurisdiction conlcrred by the act, m 
exclusive in its character, by the terms of the grant. See Wliite 
V. Hehnes, 1 M'Cord*8 Rep. 430.; and Grouing v. Devanna, 2 
Bailey's Rep. 192. 

10. 

Commonwealth V. Watts. Dec. T. 1833, 4 Leigh's Hop „ 

472. 

Constnuv 

HUituio of" '^^^^ ^^^^'^ <^^se held, tbat a white girl under twelve years 

X8a2cli.34. q( age, and not having attained to puberty, is a white woman, with- 
in the meaning of the statute of 1822-3, eh. 34. § 3., making it 
felony, punishable with death, for a slave, free negro, or mulatto, 
to attempt to ravish a white woman ; and the court observed, that 
they did not think there was any distinction between a violence of 
this kind practiced upon a female between the age of ten and 
twelve, and a similar violence practiced upon one above the age of 
twelve. Both are equally rapes. 

11. 

Commonwealth v. Fields. Dec. T. 1832. 4 Leigh's Rep. 



The same 
statute. 



Fields, a free negro, was indicted under the statute of 1822, ch. 
34. § 3. for assaulting and attempting to ravish a white woman. 

The jury found a special verdict in the following words : " We 
find from the evidence, that the prisoner did not intend to have 
carnal knowledge of the within named S. L., as alleged in the in- 
dictment, by force ; but that he intended to have carnal knowledge 
of her while she was asleep ; that he made the attempt to have 
such carnal knowledge of her when she was asleep, but used no 
force except such as was incident to getting to bed with her, and 
stripping up her night garment, in %vhich she was sleeping, and 
which caused her to awake." 

Per Cur. This court is of opinion, that upon the special ver- 
dict found in this cause, judgment of acquittal ought to be ren- 
dered in favor of the prisoner. 



LuniLiriivs or maisteu koh, a(;t« of bi.AVi:, 



(XVI.) OF Tllli LIAHIlJTII'i.S OF TIIK iMASTFJl FOR 
THE ACTS OF HKS SLAA'K. 

(A.) Foil CONTllACTM MAJ,)IO IIY TIIK SLAVi:. 

1. 

DuNJiAii V. W11J.IAM.S. May T. 1813. 10 John's. Hop. 211). 

Assumpsit for attendance upon the (lefenchuit'H neifro «h>vc. No notion 

The slave had heeu cured of a disease by the plaintiJF witliout the ilI'iyMi^ian 

knowledge ol' the defendant. Verdict lor the plaintilK 

o » iiiiiMif'r for 

Per Cur. The action cannot he sustained. It wouhl he dan- "U' luinnro 

I • 1 /» /» 1 II I I upon hi« 

gcrous to the rsghts ol owners ol slaves, to allow them to ciiargc hIuvo witli- 
thcir masters with medical assistance. Hut if medical or other as- kUJ.J'Mgfl 
sistance be rendered to a slave in a case of necessity, which docs "»'•''»"• '» 

a t'tiHO oil 

not admit of a previous application to the master, the person so ren- rxtroino 
dering the assistance, would probably be entitled to compensation 
from the master ; the law would raise an implied assumpsit, on the 
ground that the master was legally bound to make the requisite 
provision for the slave.* Judgment reversed, 

2. 

Johnson et Ux v. Barret. Dec. T. 1834. 2 Bailey's Rep. 
562. S. P. Wells v. Kennerlv, 4 N. M'C. Rep. 123. ; 
Dunbar v. Williams, 10 Johns. Rep. 249. 

This was an action brought by the plaintiff for services rendered i;mh;iify of 
to the slave of the defendant in the character of midwife. The de- fornip'tlkul 

eerviccK. 

__— . — . - fiiriiistifd 

ti)(! sl.ivi! in 

* And see Hall v. MuHin, 5 Har. and Johns. Rep. 190., whcrfi the ronrt held, that his ah- 
no contract of any validity" whatever could be made with a slave without the consent of Hence, 
the owner. But the slave may be an agent for his master, and a.T such, the master may 
be bound by the acts of his slave. Whether the law of principal and agent, an adopted 
by the common law, can be applied to master and slave, may be donl)te(l ; at least lo its 
full extent. But there can bo no doubt but that in the ordinary domestic business of 
the master in which it is usual to employ slaves, the master may tlo his business through 
the agency of his slave, and is bound l\y the acts of the slave in the usual course of 
that business with others. Perhaps the true distinction is, that in the ordinary business 
of the master, the slave may be an agent, and the law will imi)ly a contract on tlio part 
of the master, but where skill and improved intellect are requisite for the performance 
of the undertaking or business, there would arise no implication ; but an express com- 
mand or ratification would be necessary to hold the master liable. 
20 
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femlant hail instructccl the pre|;5nant slave to ohtainthe services of a 
colored midwife, whose services could be obtained for $4 00.; but the 
slave obtained the services of the plaintift''s wife, who charged $10, 
which was the usual charge. Judgment for plnintiif. J3efendant 
appealed to the circuit court, where the judgment was reversed. 
An appeal was taken to this court to reverse the judgment of (he 
circuit court. 

Per Our. Johnson^ J. The general rule is, that tlic master is 
not liable for tVic contract of his slave, made without his consent 
or authority. But there are niany exceptions to the general rule, 
and this case appears to be one of them. If a slave is in peril in 
the absence of his master, the interest of the owner is most effec- 
tually subserved by rendering assistance to the slave; and in good 
conscience, the owner is bound to make satisfaction. In addition 
to this, the case in haiid is. peculiar. The situation of the de- 
fendant's slave was that which is generally one of extreme peri], 
requiring instant aid. And if that was the situation of the defend- 
ant's slave at the time M>s. Johnson, the plaintiff, was called in ; 
and I understand it was from the justices' certificate, she was within 
the exception, and was entitled to recover. I am, therefore, of opin- 
ion, that the order of the circuit court concerning the justices should 
be reversed, and that of the county court affirmed. 

3. 

Wells v. Kennerly. Jan. T. J827. 4 M'Cord's Rep. 123, 

ismSie ^^"^ c|efendant hired his slave ; and while in the service of the 
for medical person hiring, the slave was visited by the plaintiff, a physician, 
upon !, hi- brought this action against the owner for medical attendance, 
iivefaf '^^'^ ^^^'^^^ decided the owner was not liable ; the hirer having 
of physician. He alone was liable. Motion for a new 

rer. ^ " trial. 

Per Cur. Colcock, J. In this case the motion must be refused, 
whether it be determined by the rules of law, or the policy of the 
country. There is no privity of contract between the plaintiff and 
defendant ; and a voluntary service rendered a slave, when his 
master is at hand, cannot create a responsibility, except under some 
pr^culior circumstance of sudden emergency. The service was 
rendered to the defendant, and was for his immediate benefit. In 
the case before us, from the very nature of the obligation imposed 
on the person hiring, the absolute control over the slave is given 
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up by the master. The ohlif^ation to supply liis ilaily or hourly 
wants must necessarily be assumed by the person who takes this 
absolute possession of a slave. Motion dismissed. 



Gore v. Buzzard's adm'ks. Feb. T. 1833. 4 Leigh's 

Rep. 231. 

Assumpsit by Buzzard's administrators against Gore, The A person 
facts in this case were as follows : For some four or five years ^^^^^^ 
preceditii? the death of Buzzard, who was a tanner, Gore was »»d 

* " ' ' receives 

in the habit of sending" raw hides to Buzzard's tannery, and get- tanned lea- 
ting tanned leather for them. But he never transacted any part turn, 
of these dealings in person ; his raw hides having been always ^''"'ro-'''' 
brought to the tannery, and the tanned leather always sent to him "sponsihio 
by his slaves, without any wntteu order from him, and, indeed, tier for the 
without a word passing between him and Buzzard on the subject. fol!%""va- 
That since Buzzard's death, Gore had dealt with two other tan- 'iio 

raw iniite- 

ners in the neighborhood, in the same manner, through the agency rial undtho 
of his slaves ; he always sending his raw hides, and the tanners lilted urti- 
sending back tanned leather by the slaves, without written orders 
from Gore, or a word said by him to the tanners; and the accounts ing^ the 
of these tanners for the debts so contracted by Gore, ihrougli the 

wore con- 
agency of his slaves, had been settled by him without dispute ; that jl[fp!,rt°" 
the items of Buzzard's account, namely, the charges for tanned throughth« 

f r 1 agency oi 

leather sent Gore by his slaves, and the credits for raw hides his slaves, 
brought by them, were first set down on a slate, and thence posted jJ.gSX 
in a book by Buzzard himself : but Gore's dealings with Buzzard, "laves act- 

' ed by verbal 

as charged in those accounts, amounted to about the same per directions 
annum, as his dealings with the other two tanners afterwards ; that, ^^.J^^'' 
in fact it was the habit of Gore to send his raw hides to some tan- 
nery, and to receive tanned leather in exchange, by his slaves, only 
giving verbal directions to </iem, to deliver the raw hides, and bring 
back what tanned leather he wanted ; that after Buzzard's death, 
Gore desired a witness to apply to his administrators for his ac- 
count ; which being sent him, he examined it, and said he would 
not pay interest which the administrators had charged, but that if 
they would give him the credits he was entitled to, he would pay 
the principal, if any should be due ; and that Gore procured the 
assignment of a bond of one of Buzzard's administrators, saying, 
he expected the amount of that bond would be enough to meet 
the claim of Buzzard's estate against him. Judgment was rendered 
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in favor of Buzzard's ndminiatratoiH, and Gore appealed to tins 
court. 

Per Cur. €an\ J. The facta proved furnish tlic strongest 
grounds to infer, that for a series of years, Gore was in the habit of 
getting his leather from Buzzard'a tannery; that though his slaves 
were his agents, or rather his instruments for carrying raw hides 
to the tanner, and bringing back tanned leather, yet it was he who 
sent the raw material and received the manufactured article ; and 
that he was to pay the dirteronce, if any, between values of what 
he thus bought and sold. 

When Buzzard's administrators rendered the account, at Gore's 
instance, he examined it, and did not object to any of the charges 
against him ; he only objected to the charge of interest, and said 
that if they would give him the credits he was entitled to, he would 
pay the principal. This was a plain admission of the justice of the 
account, except as to the interest, and as to the credits he claimed, 
which, however, he never attempted to prove ; and this admission 
alone affords a decisive answer to the whole argument for the ap- 
pellant. Judgment affirmed. 



5. 



Chastain v. Bowman et al. May T. 1833. I Hill's Rep. 270. 

A master Case against the defendants as common carriers. It appeared 
^^.'jy ^ they owned a freight boat and put their patroon on board to receive 

SLlLilLt:/ Ills 

slave his a- freight for transportation of goods as they passed down the river. 

sent. . 

The patroon received the plaintiff's cotton, which was burnt before 
it reached Augusta. 

The court below charged the jury, that a slave might be the 
agent of his master, and if his agency was established, the master 
was bound. Verdict for plaintiff, and motion for a new trial. 

Per Cur. Johnson, J. Is it not questioned, that a master may 
constitute his slave his agent, and I cannot conceive of any distinc- 
tion between the circumstances which constitute a slave and a free- 
man an agent. They are both the creatures of the principal, and 
act upon his authority. There is no condition, however degraded, 
which deprives one of the right to act as a private agent. Motion 
dismissed. 
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C. 

Univeusitv, &c. and oTHEiis 'V. Cambuklino, Marcli, T. 1S34, 

Ycrger's Temi. Kcp. 79. 

This is a writ of error, prosecuted from a decree rendered in tlic Tiioovvrif-r 
chancery court at Columbia, on the 6th March, 1832. The hill iJ'^^l'^i 
states, that complainant is the only heir at law of Col. Patton, a ^''^ ^ar- 

rant iHsiiod 

colonel in the North Carolina line during- the revolutionary war. to llu; hI.'ivo 
That Col. Patton suffered and caused to enlist as a musician, in the ty'^sJJvllK.H 
service of the United States, his negro named Frederick, who »^<'«>t'.«''«<l 

°. by lum. 

served during the war by consent of his master, and was thus en- 
titled to a one thousand acre warrant for his services. That on 
the 8th August, 1821, a warrant. No. 706, for one thousand acres, 
issued to the University of North Carolina, for the services of said 
slave, reciting that he died without heirs, which was assigned by 
the University to Andrews, and by Andrews to John Terrill. It 
was entered and surveyed in Dec. 1822, in the name of John Ter - 
rill, and an amended bill was filed stating that fact. A copy of the 
warrant filed with the bill, shows the interest in the warrant was 
vested in John Tcrrijl. The land was not granted in September, 
1823, when the bill was filed. The bill was dismissed by the com- 
plainant against Andrews, as he had transferred his interest, and no 
decree could be had against him. The University appeared by 
their counsel, and a subpoena and a copy of the bill were served 
on Terrill in Weakley county, and against both parties the bill was 
set for hearing ex parte. 

At September term, 1820, it was ordered, by consent of the par- 
ties, that this cause await the final decision of the supreme court 
of errors and appeals in the cause of Ivey v. Pinson ; and in March 
1832, that su having been decided, the chancellor pronounced a 
decree in favor of complainant. One of the errors assigned was, 
that the warrant issued to the slave, the property of the complain- 
ant's father, was unauthorized and void ; and vested no right in 
f he complainant. 

Per Cur. Calron^ Ch. J. It is contended, that the act of 1 782, ch. 
3* sec. 6., never could have intended to provide a permanent reward 
in land, a home and fireside for a slave incapable of holding pro- 
perty, without a will of his own, and who, from his political and 
moral condition, it was impossible to reward. This argument has 
great force in it ; but it is addressed to us in vain. The board of 
commissioners of North Carolina has construed the act of 1782, 
and adjudged that negro Frederick, for his services as a musician 



SLAVERY. 



in the continental line, was entitled to one thousancl acres of land. 
By the act of 1804, ch. 14,, North Carolina reserved the exclusive 
right of issuing military warrants, although Tennessee was en- 
trusted with power to cause them to be located. As between the 
soldier and North Carolina, acting as a sovereign power through 
her commissioners, the adjudication that Frederick was entitled is 
concluaivu. Vinson and Hawkins v. Ivey, 1 Yerger's, Rep. 303. 
328. 346. 350. Bo far, all the judges concurred in Ivey and Pin- 
son ; and which conclusion is supported by the decision of the 
supreme court of the United States, in Comegys v. Vasse, 1 Peters' 
Rep. 201. Was Col. Patton entitled to the warrant issued for the 
services of his slave 1 In Pinson and Ivey it was adjudged, that 
North Carolina held the military lands in trust for the true owners. 
To bestow them on others was an act in violation of the trust, 
subject to be set aside by the ordinary tribunals of justice, notwith- 
standing the sentence of the board of commissioners of that state. 

Frederick, the slave of Col. Patton, earned this warrant as a 
musician in the continental line. What is earned by the slave be- 
longs to the master, by the common law, the civil law, and the 
recognized rules of property, in the slave holding states of this 
union. Co. Litt. 117., and Hargrave's note ; Cooper's Justinian, 
411.; Tucker's Black, part 2., appendix 55. North Carolina held 
as trustee for Col. Patton, and after his death, for his heir, Mrs. 
Cambreling. John Terrill, having purchased an equitable title, is 
subject to the same equities of his vendor as was adjudged in Ivey 
and Pinson, and is the settled law of the courts of chancery. Craig 
v. Leiper, 2 Yerger's Rep, 193. Owen's heirs v. Stubblefield and 
others, Sparta, 1833. The decree will be affirmed, with costs. 



(B.) For his negligence, whereby others are injured. 

WiNGis V, Smith. Nov. T. 1825. 3 M'Cord's Rep. 400. 

A master ia Summary process against the defendant for the negligence of his 
not liable servant. It appeared the slave drove his master's coach and left 

for dama- . i i . i 

ges from it standing at the door m the street, when the horses became fright- 
gencKot ened, ran away, and broke the plaintiff's bread cart, 
his slave. The court belov/ supposed the accident to be owing to the gross 
negligence of the servant in not continuing on the box of the coach 
and watching his horses, and that the master was liable therefor. 
The defendant appealed to this court. 



LIABILITIES OF MASTER FOR ACTS OF SLAVE. 



231 



Per Cur, J^olt, J. After referring to the civil law, where a 
person was allowed what was culled actio noxalisj by which a master 
was made liable for any damage done to another by his slave, »uch 
as theft, robbery, or any other damage, Cooper's Justinian, 351., 
and to FuiTendorlf, book 3., Grotius, lib. 2, ch. 17. 375. This 
point has been settled by our own courts in the case of Snec v. 
Trice, 2 Bay's Rep. 345. In that case, the defendant's negroes 
liad suffered a fire to break out from the field where they were at 
work, and to burn up the plaintiff's crib of corn. The court held, 
thai the defendant was not liable for the negligence of his servants. 
And the question was decided upon general principles, and not 
upon the particular circunistanccs of the case. Whether the re- 
sult of the negligence be the burning of the crib of corn, or the 
breaking of a cart, the principle would be the same. The rule, 
however, does not extend to slaves who are tradesmen, carriers, 
&c., for there the master's security for their faithful perfarmance 
of their duty depends upon his holding them out as capable of per- 
forming the work or business undertaken. 



(C.) For torts and crimes committed by the slave. 

1. 

Gurriere v. Lambeth. April T. 1836. 9 Louisiana Rep. 339. 

The plaintiff brought an action of damages against the defend- 
ant, and alleged, that he rented a store of the defendant, and while T','®?""''**^'' 

' ° ' 'is liable tor 

he was absent, the defendant ordered one of his slaves to nail up a actsand in- 
back window of the store to vex and harass him, the said plaintiff ; by'^''his"^ 
and the slave, in nailing up the window, spilt a large quantity of fng^%ither 

ink on the a:oods of the plaintiff, and damaged them. Verdict for ^'7 or with- 
out liis aii- 

plaintiff, and defendant appealed. thority,and 
Per Cur. Bullard S. A bill of exceptions was taken to the au'darmJ'"^ 
refusal of the judge to instruct the iury, at the request of defendant's 

, , J J ' T sioneu by 

counsel, that the plaintiff could not recover, unless it was proved his offence, 
that the act from which the injury resulted, was done by the order ifeuc'e"** ° 



* The court held, in Snee v. Trice, 2 Bay's Rep. 345,,that a master is responsible 
for the acts of his servants and slaves, in all cases in the way of trade, or public em- 
ployment, or where any injury is occasioned to another by any act done by a ser- 
vant, in pursuance of his master's directions, but not for unauthorized proceedings ; 
and it eeeras that the Englisli law, which holds masters responsib'e for the negli- 
gence of their servants, is not applicable to slavery. 
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and authority of the derondant, or with his knowledge and ap})ro- 
bation ; and that even his subsequent knowledge and approbation 
of such aet would not make him responsible. I'ut the court 
charijcd, that the master was responsible if the daniajje had been 
caused by the slave, acting' cither by or without the master's order. 
We are of opinion, tin; court did not err. The civil code declares, 
that the master shall be answerable for all the damages oc- 
casioned by an olTencc, or (iiiasi ollence comnjitted by his slave, 
independent of the punishment inflicted on the slave." Art. 180. 

2. 

State v. Francis Anone. May T. 18.19. 2 Nott & M'Cord's 
Rep. 27.; S. P. Snee v. Trice, 2 Bay's Rep. 345.J State 
V. Dawson, 2 Bay's Rep. 360. 

The i'xtont ^^^^ Richardson, J, The law is well settled, both in this 

of iniisterg gtate and abroad, that a master is not liable for the acts of his ser- 

liability. 

vanls unless done by his authority ; and that the principal is not 
liable for the criminal acts of his mere civil agents we fully recog- 
nize. And he cited Middletovvn v. Fowler, 1 Salk. Rep. 282.; 
M'Manusv. Cricket, 1 East's Rep. 106. 

«-». 

Kettletas v. Fleet. Feb. T. 1811. 7 John's. Rep. 324. 

A writton This was an action to recover the price of a negro boy sold by 
b>4^niaster the plaintiff to the defendant. The defendant gave notice, with the 
slavV'io general issue, tljat he would give in evidence, that the plaintiff had 
manumit^ promised the boy in writing, that he would manumit him in eight 
gatoiy— it years from a certain period, upon condition of his faithful service 
nenevo-'^^" during that period ; and that the plaintiff had no right to transfer 
lence, and \^Qy ^ Joni^er period. The jury, under a charge from the 

not m con- o ^ 

tract. court, found for the defendant. 

On a motion for a new trial it was contended, that the v/riting 
was not obligatory. 

Per Cur. The covenant of the plaintiff to manumit the negro 
in eight years, on condition of faithful service, was one that the 
slave could avail himself of if the condition was fulfilled. What 
was said by the court in the case of negro Tom, 5 Johns. Rep. 865., 
is to that effect. The manunnssion of a slave does no I rest upon 
the principles of a contract, depending upon a consideration ; but 
it is an act of benevolence, sanctioned by the statute, and made 
obligatory, if in writing. 
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4. 

Stevenson v. Singleton. Feb. T, 1829. 1 Leigh's Rep. 72. 

Gibbon made a contract with his slave Sindeton, that he would ^''n'"'<'»'y 
emancipate him on the slave's pnyi"o "^'"^ one thousand dollars, ''orco u 
and the slave paid him $5GG. But no deed of emancipation was Lelwrni 
executed by Gibbon. "^^^^ Jfj 

Per Cur. Cabell. J. In the case of Sawney v. Carter, C Rand's 

perforin 

Rep. 173., the court refused, on great consideration, to enforce a luspart. 
promise by a master to emancipate his slave, where the conditions 
of the promise had been partly complied with by the slave. It is 
impossible to distinguish that case from this. The court proceeded 
on the principle, that it is not competent to a court of chancery to 
enforce a contract between master and slave, even although the con- 
tract should be fully complied with on the part of the slave. 

5. 

Emerson v. Howland et al. May T. 1816. 1 Mason's Rep. 

45. 

The plaintiff shipped his slave on board the Ann Alexander, for Where a 

mariner 

Norfolk to Liverpool, and from thence to ports in Europe. The slave bdis- 

ship was captured on her passage from Liverpool to Arehaugei in fv!j'*nfon 

Russia^ and carried into Norway, and the slave discharged by his ^j^'pjjjgg^,. 

own consent. Tht> ship was restored, and arrived in Boston, when ly, the mas- 

this suit was commenced by the master for his wages. cover wa- 

Per Cur. Story, J. Capture does not dissolve the contract for gfJ^jJ^P ^° 

vvaares. The slave could not consent to be discharged. The con- when he 

. -WT. . ♦ -I t. might have 

tract was entered into, by the owner m Virgmia, and must be con- returned to 
strued with reference to the lex loci contractus. In Virginia, slavery ftatJ^^'^^*^ 
is expressly recognized, and the rights founded upon it, are incor- 
porated into the whole system of the laws of that state. The owner 
of the slave has the most complete and perfect property in him. 
The slave may be sold, or devised, or pass by descent, in the same 
manner as other inheritable estate. He has no civil rights or pri- 
vileges. He is incapable of making or discharging a contract, and 
the perpetual right to his services belongs exclusively to his owner. 
The slave was illegally discharged, and the master is entitled 
to recover his full wages up to the time when he might have re- 
turned to the United States. 
30 
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C. 

The Statf. v. Jones. Dec. T. 1828. 2 Devereaiix's Nonh 

Carolina Rep. 48. 

All ou iKir Negro Charles, the property of the defendant, had been convietcd 

who Ims (. t . , ' 

iiotico of n 0* ri\\iGf auu cxecuted. 

capital ^ question was made before his honor Jiid^e Norwood, whether 

Kaiust his the defendant, as the owner of the slave, was liable to his prison 
cusi', of a charges, and to the fee of ten dollars allowed for carrying the sen- 
iri'int only tenee of death into execution. Both questions were decided for 
itouiid to the slate, and the defendant appealed. 

pay fiio ' ' 

prison fees, Per Cur. Hall, 3. From the two acts of assembly recited in 
lil^dUmod the case of the State v. Isaac, decided at this term, 2 Dev. Rep. 
onT!!?"^* 47., the defendant, Jones, the owner of the slave, is liable for the 
Ofj^v.^ch. costs of prosecution against him, because if the slave had been a 
carrying freeman, his estate would be liable. With respect to the fee of 
tenccTiU) executing Charles, it is included, I think, in the costs of 

execution, prosecution, In the act of 1797, (Rev. ch. 484,) amongst other 
fees to which the sheriff is entitled, for apprehending and carrying 
criminals to jaii, ten shillings is allowed for carrying any sentence 
or decree of the court into execution, where the convict is to be 
corporally punished, and £5 for the execution and decent burial of 
any one. By the same act, provision is made for the payment of 
such fees by the state, provided they cannot be got out of the estate, 
or body of the prisoner. 

But it declares, that no such claim shall be allowed, until a fieri 
facias shall have issued to the county in which the prisoner may 
be supposed to have owned property, and the sheriff 's return there- 
on, that nothing was to be found, nor until a capias ad satisfacen- 
diim, shall have issued, and if it was executed upon the body of 
the criminal, not until he discharged himself by taking the oath of 
insolvency. From this act it appears that the estate of the slave 
would be liable in case he was a freeman. It follows, of course, 
that his owner is so. Judgment allinned. 



The owner 



7. 



'»:^y he xMoFFiT v. VioN. March T. 1833. 5 Louisiana Rep. 346. 

prosecuted » 

damages"' The plaintiff sued the defendant to recover the value of goods 
&c*tf\i8 ^^^^^^ ^^O'^ store by the defendant's slave. The defendant ex- 
^jave be- cepted on the ground, that no previous criminal prosecution of the 

fore a cn- i i . , ■, mi - , 

rainai pro- slave had taken place. The judge sustained the exception and 
Smted" dismissed the petition. Plaintiff appealed. 
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Per Cur. Alalhcws, J. In pursuance of the articles of tlic code 
we are oi opinion, that a person who suUers damnges by the theft 
or robbery of a slave, may proceed immediately and directly against 
the owner of such slave, and obtain judgment in the civil suit, to 
ascertain the amount of damages without a previous criminal pros- 
ecution ; and that, on a judgment thus rendered, an execution 
regularly h^ie, unless the owner of the slave should choose to 
abandon within three days after the rendition of the judgment. 

8. 

The State v. Isaac. Dec. T. 1828. 2 Dcvereaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 47. 

An indictment for murder had been found against the prisoner, \vher« n 
a slave. On the last circuit, a nolle nroscqui was entered : and f''^^'' ''"f, 
iipon the motion of the owner, who had been duly notified of the '» j/iil 
charge, the prisoner was discharged. But his honor, Judge Mar- diotmcnt" 
tin, ordered the jail fees and other costs to be paid by the owner, Jj[j""5|I,*/Ye 
from which the latter appealed to this court. prosequi is 

tnitertid. 

Per Cur. Hall, J. 33y the act of 1793, (Rev. ch. 381, sec. 2,) it tho owaer 

. , . , 1 , . having had 

is declared, that where a slave is charged crmimally, his owner, due notice 

provided he has notice of it, is bound to pay all costs attending the "hiiree'^js 
trial, provided also, that the slave, if a freeman, would be liable to 

pay them. ofirySand 

179'> 

By the act of 1795, (Rev. ch. 433. sec. 7,) it is declared, that (Rev. ch. 
every person who shall be committed to a public jail, by lawful au- g "inTch 

thority, for any criminal offence, or misdemeanor against the state, 433. sec. 7.) 

• 1 T 1 j^" 
shall bear all reasonable charges for earrynig and gnardmg them to ice^, as 

the said jail, and also for their support therein, until lawfully released, ^yul-rcost-!! 
And all the estate which the person possessed at the time of commit- 
ting the olTence, shall be subject to the payment of the aforesaid 
charges and other prison fees, in preference to all other demands. 

From these acts of the Legislature, it appears that Isaac, if a 
free man, would be liable for his prison fees, and, consequently, his 
owner is bound for them. Judgment afhrmcd. 

9. 

Caldwell v. Sacra. Spring T. 1811. 6 Ijittell's Rep, 118.* 

Per Cur. Logan, J. In an action of trepass against Caldwell, A man is 
upon the allegation that he had, or caused to be, tied to the tail of trespa*^ 
a certain horse of the plaintiff, large sticks of wood, and had so j;^";!]!,"^^ 
beat and caused the said horse to run as thereby to occasion his slave. 
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(leatli. Upon the plea of not guilty, the plaintiff' proved the death 
of the horae, occasioned by the sticks which had been tied to hia 
tail,, and the confession of Caldwell, that his negro boy had tied 
sticks to the horse's tail, the horse having frequently broken into 
his wheat field. Upon being then informed by the witness that he 
had understood the horse had died from the abuse occasioned by 
the sticks which had been tied to his tail, Caldwell replied that 
he was glad of it. Verdict for the plaintiff, and motion for a new 
trial. There is no point of difficulty in the cause. For whether 
the conduct of the slave was under the direction or sanction of the 
master, is not material ; or whether the master's direction or 
sanction thereof is tested by his express command, or by his pre- 
sence, and not forbidding the act ; or by other circumstances evin- 
cing his approbation, is equally immaterial. He is in either case 
liable. For the law is, if one agree to a trespass which has been 
committed by another for his benefit, this action lies against him, 
although it was not done in obedience to his command, or at his 
request, Bac. Abr. 185. sect. 4. title Trepass. A fortiori , ought 
the master of a slave to be liable in such case for the trespass of 
the slave. 

10. 

Cawthorn v. Deas. Jrne T- 1835. 2 Porter's Rep. 276 

The master The plaintiff sued the defendant in trespass, for an injury to his 
"J nof liisf- pi'operty caused by the negligent conduct of the defendant's slaves, 
ble for in- 'Yhe court charged the iury, that it was not essential for the 

juries cau- ^ j ^ 

sed by the plaintiff to prove that the slaves acted under their master's authority ; 
conduct or but that in presumption of law, slaves were always under their 
when^^not '"^'^''^^^^'s coutrol, and that he was liable for their negligent conduct, 
acting in Verdict for plaintiff. 

his Gill" 

plcjment, Per Cur. Thornton, S. The judgment must be reversed. By 
aulho-^'^ the common law the master. is only liable for torts done in the ex- 

fity. ecution of his authoritj, or for damage flowing from negligent 
conduct in his employment. But, according to the civil law, though 
the master be liable for any injury or damage done by the slave, 
yet that liability is limited to the value of the slave, it being always 
in the option of the master to pay the estimate of the damage done, 
or surrender the body of the slave as a recompense. We adopt 
the common law as applied to master and servant. 
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n. 

Sawnhv V. CArtTEn. March T. 1828. 0 llanrrs Itop. 173.; 
S. P. Stj2vkns()N v. Singlkton, 1 LclgliVs llc\). 72. 

Per Cur. CoaUcr^ J. Tlio |)aii])cr, iin this caso, chiims hiH a ouhk »>r 
rroetJoiii (Ml an aUegctl contract bctwtMJu his ujaster and him, ai the 
time he was purchased at an exc(;utor's sale, that on paying- \m J', ",![,"" 
purchase money, he should be Irco. He alleges, that he has )»aid »i''Hi< r an.i 
accordingly; but that his master would not emancipate him. The wlicnhy 
proof of the contract is by no means clear ; althongli, if that was „^",,'.""tiui 
proved, and such a contract could be enforced in ecpiity, there is 
proof enough in the record, of his master having received some hIhv*- 

* 1 . I 1 »n«Tn cor- 

property, to wit, a wagon and three horses, which the pauper tain ooii.ii. 
claimed as his own, and the proceeds of his earning by wagoning, iJ,"',',,'?,/,'"'' 
to send the case to an account. Tlicre is no case in this court, 
that I can find, justifying the idea that a court of equity can en- l'''< n rom- 
force such a contract; but, the reverse has been decided, as will |,y ti„. 
be seen hereafter. There is no donbt that a court of equity may 
entertain a bill, where the party has been detained in slavcnj, and 
has a kgal title to his frtedom ; but there is some impediment to 
the assertion of that right at law, which would, in any other case, 
justify the interpobition of a court of equity. As, if the will, by 
which he was emancipated, was fraudulently suppressed or de- 
stroyed ; or a deed, prior to that of emancipation, and which liad 
been abandoned, was fraudulently set up as a bar to the recovery 
at law ; as was lately decided in the case of Talbert v. Jenny, G 
Rand's Rep. 59. In the case of Dempsey v. Lawrence, Gilm's 
Rep. 333., the pauper was not so before the court, as that the mer- 
its could be decided, either by the court below, or by this court. 
The bill was dismissed ; and this court only sent the case back, to 
be placed in a situation in which it could be tried on the merils. 
How this court would have decided, could the merits have been 
gone into, cannot, therefore, be known ; and, consequently, that 
case can give no rule in this. The case of John Rose, a pauper, 
v. HaxwdU adm'r of Duncan Rose, jun., was decided in this 
court against the pauper. That was a very strong case for the 
pauper, as I find by my note of it, though I was not present when 
it was decided. According to these notes, it appears, that this 
man belonged to the estate of the late Col. Banister, near Peters- 
burg ; that he was the son of Duncan Rose, the elder, who, on 
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Ills dealli bed, rocommctulod him to tlio care of his nephew, the in- 
testate of the appellee. On the sale of Banister's estate, he was 
purchased by Dr. Wilson for 90/., who sold him to the intestate 
for the same sum. The intestate then put him api)rentice to a car- 
penter. After his upprenticeMlip, he worked as a journeyman, 
and down to the death of tlie intestate, worked for himself, and 
was treatc<,il as a freeman by his employer, wlio paid him his earn- 
ings. Tiie intestate frequently admitted that he was free, and said 
that he had paid him his purchase money, and more ; and never 
interfered with him as a slave. His administrator always consid- 
ered him as free ; but finding that he had not been emancipated 
by deed, and not knowing but that he would be taken to pay 
debts, considered it his duty to take him as a slave. He says he 
is not hostile to his claim to freedom ; but suggests, for the consid- 
eration of the court, whether a contract for freedom c^n be set up 
in a court of equity, and wheilier any othc?' mode of cmancijpation 
than that prescribed by law, can be sustained. By the act of May, 
1723, 4 Stat., at Large, 132., it is enacted, that no negro, mulatto, 
orltidian slave, shall be set free on any pretence whatever, except 
for some meriiorious service, to be adjudged and allowed by the 
governoi and council, and license therefor first had and obtained ; 
that if they shall be otherwise set free, it shall be lavvful for the 
churchwardens, and they are required, to take them up and sell 
them as slaves, &c. This is re-enacted by the act of October, 
1748, 6 Stat., at Large, 112. By the act of May, 1782, 13 stat., 
at Large., 39, reciting, that application had been made to empoiver 
persons disposed to emancipate their slaves to do so, it is enacted 
that it shall hereafter be lawful for any person, by his iast will and 
testament, or by any other instrument in writing, under his or her 
hand and seal, attested and jfroved in the county court by two wit- 
nesses, &c., to emancipate his slaves, or any of them, &c. This 
act is brought into the revision of 1794, ch. 103., sec. 36., by 
the 26th section of which, 1 R;e^v. Code, 433, it is made unlawful 
to permit slaves to go at large, and hire themselves out, under 
penalty of being apprehended and sold ; and is also brought into 
that of 1819. sec. 53., p. 433. 

It has also been decided by tins court, that a deed of emancipa- 
tion, not recorded in the proper eourt, but in some other, gives no 
title to freedom, until properJy recorded. Givens v. Mann, 6 
Munf. Rep. 191.; Lewis v. Ftillerton, 1 Rand's Rep, 15, 
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(XVIi.) OF THE LIABILITY OF OTIIERfc^ TO THE 
MASTER F( R AiUJSlNC lilri .SI AVE. 

(A.) By assaulting, ijkating, or iiarbouing ihm. 

1. 

CoRNFUTB V. Dale. April T. 1800. 1 liar. & Jolni's. Rep. 4. 

This was an action of trespass for an assault and battery com- Trwpnsn 
niitted by the defendant on the plaintiff's slave. J^'" '"^ 

It was contended, that the action could be sustained, and that it for anas- 
was not necessar y to prove a loss of service ; that an action might baticry on 
be supported for beating- the plaintiff's horse, 2 Lutw. 1481 ; 20 J;i',,trit'hp 
Viner's Abr. 454 ; and that the lord might have an action I'or the 

. . Willi a loas 

battery of his villein which is founded on ihis piinciple, that as the ofsmioo. 
villein could not support the action, the injury would be without 
redress unless the lord could. On the other side, it was said, that 
Ld. Ch. J. Raymond had decided, that an assault on a horse was 
no cause of action, unless accompanied with a special damage. 

Ch. J. Chase assigned, among other reasons, for the decision in 
favor of the defendant, that the action did not lie, because there 
was not a reciprocity of action ; no action being maintainable 
against a master for an assault and battery committed 61/ his slave ; 
and that the injury to the slave was not dispunishable, it being in- 
dictable as an offence ; and that without an injury or wrong to 
the master, no action could be sustained. And see Eylmore v. 
Caldwell, 2 Bibb's Rep. 76, where the court say, that actual pos- 
session of the slave by the master is necessary to entitle him to an 
action of trespass for beating him. 

2. - 

Smith v. Hancock. 4 Bibb's Rep. 222. 

Held by the court, that in an action of trespass for beating a slave, jnstifica- 
the property of the plaintiff, whereby he died, the defendant may 
justify by showing that the slave was at an unlawful assembly com- 
bining to rebel, and that he refused to surrender, and resisted by 
force. 

3. 

State v. Hale. Dec. T. 1823, 2 Hawk's North Carolina 

Rep. 582. A battery 

committed 

This was an indictment charging the defendant with having on a slave, 
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nojufltifica- committed an assault on a slave, and with inhumanly beating 
oumslau- wounding, &c. The jury found, that the defendant committed 
higinloilig P<2rsonal violence on the slave, mentioned in the indictment, by 
t*'»omi, iH striking him ; and whether this amounted to the olfence charged, 
bio offonce. they referred it to the court to decide. The judge below rendered 
judgment for the defendant, and the state appealed. 

7'aylort Ch. J. The indictment, in this case, is for an inhuman 
assault and battery, but the special verdict states, that the defend- 
ant struck the slave. The question, therefore, presented to the 
court? is, whether a battery, committed on a slave, no justification, 
or circumstances attending it being shown, is an indictable of- 
fence. As there is no positive law, decisive of the question, a 
solution of it must be deduced from general principles, from rea- 
sonings founded on the ccr^imon law, and adapted to the existing 
condition and circumstances of our society, and indicating that re- 
sult which is best adapted to general expedience. Presumptive 
evidence of what this is, arises, in some degree, from usage, of 
which the legislature must have been long since apprised, by the 
repeated conviction and punishment of persons charged with this 
offence. It would be a subject of regret to every thinking person, 
if courts of justice were restrained, by any austere rule of judica- 
ture, from keeping pace with the march of benignant policy and 
provident humanity, which for many years has characterised every 
legislative act relative to the protection of slaves, and which Chris- 
tianity, by the mild diffusion of its light and influence, has contri- 
buted to promote ; and even domestic safety and interest equally 
enjoin. 

The wisdom of this course of legislation has not exhausted itself 
on the specific objects to which it was directed, but has produced 
wider and happier consequences, in securing to this class of persons, 
milder treatment and more attention to their safety. For the very 
circumstance of their being brought within the pale of legal pro- 
tection has had a corresponding influence upon the tone of public 
feeling towards them ; has rendered them of more value to their 
masters, and suppressed many outrages, which were before but too 
frequent. It is, however, objected in this case, that no offence has 
been committed, and the indictment is not sustainable, because the 
person assaulted is a slave, who is not protected by the general 
criminal law of the state ; but that, as the property of an individual, 
the owner may be redressed by a civil action. But though neither 
the common law, nor any other code yet devised by man, could 
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foresee aiul specily every case that might nrisc, and thus supercede 
the use oC reason in the ordinary affairs of life, yet it furnishes the 
principles of justice adapted to every state and condition of society, 
ft contains general rules, fitted to meet the diversified relations, 
and various conditions of social man. Many of the most important 
of these rules are not set down in any statute or ordinance, but de- 
pend upon common law for their support ; of this description is the 
rule, that breaking- the public peace is an otfence, and punishable 
by fine and imprisonment. An assault and battery is not indictable 
in any case to redress the private injury ; for that is to be etfected 
by a civil action ; but, because the odence is injurious to the citizens 
at large by its breach of the peace, by the terror and alarm it ex- 
cites, by the disturbance of that social order which is the primary 
object of the law to maintain, and by the contagious example of 
crimes. 

The instinct of a slave may be, and generally is, tamed into sub- 
servience to his master's will, and from him he receives chastise- 
ment, whether it be merited or not, with perfect submission ; for 
he knows the extent of the dominion assumed over him, and that 
the law ratifies the claim. But when the same authority is wan- 
tonly usurped by a stranger, nature is disposed to assert her rights, 
and to prompt the slave to a resistance, often momentarily suc- 
cessful, sometimes fatally so. The public peace is thus broken, as 
much as if a free man had been beaten, for the party of the aggres- 
sor is always the strongest, and such contests usually terminate by 
overpowering the slave, and inflicting on bim a severe chastisement, 
without regard to the original cause of the conflict. There is, 
consequently, as much reason for making such offences indictable, 
as if a white man had been the victim. A wanton injury commit- 
ted on a slave is a great provocation to the owner, awakens his 
resentment, arid has a direct tendency to a breach of the peace, 
by inciting him to seek immediate vengeance. If resented in the 
heat of blood, it would probably extenuate a homicide to man- 
slaughter, upon the same principle with the case stated by Lord 
Hale, that if A. riding on the road, B. had whipped his horse out of 
the track, and then A. hadalighted and killed B. These offences are 
usually committed by men of dissolute habits, hanging loose upon 
society, who, being repelled from association with well disposed 
citizens, take refuge in the company of colored persons and slaves, 
whom they deprave by their example, embolden by their famili- 
arity, and thert beat, under the expectation that a slave dare not 
3i 
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resent a blow from a white man. If such oftenccs may be com- 
mitted with impunity, the public peace will not only be len- 
(lered extremely insecure, but the value of slave property must be 
much impairetl, for the olfenders can seldom make any reparation 
in damages. Nor is it necessary, in any case, that a person who 
has received an injury, real or imaginary, from a slave, should 
carve out his own justice ; for the law has made ample and sum- 
mary provision for the punishment of all trivial offences coniniitted 
by slaves, by carrying them before a justice, who is authorized to 
pass sentence for their being j)ublicly whipped. 1 Rev. Code, 448. 
This provision, while it excludes the necessity of private vengeance, 
would seem to forbid its legality, since it effectually protects all 
persons from the insolence of slaves, even where their masters are 
unwilling to correct them upon complaint being made. The com- 
mon law has often been called into efficient operation, for the pun- 
ishment of public cruelty inflicted upon animals, for needless and 
wanton barbarity exercised even by masters upon their slaves, and 
for various violations of deceny, morals, and comfort. Reason 
and analogy seem to require that a human being, although the 
subject of property, should be so far protected as the public might 
be injured through him. 

For all purposes necessary to enforce the obedience of the slave, 
and to render him useful as property, the law secures to the master 
a complete authority over him, and it will not lightly interfere with 
the relation thus established. It is a more effectual guarantee of 
his right of property, when the slave is protected from wanton abuse 
from those who have no power over him ; for it cannot be disputed, 
that a slave is rendered less capable of performing his master's ser- 
vice, when he finds himself exposed by the law to the capricious 
violence of every turbulent man in the community. 

Mitigated as slavery is by the humanity of our laws, the refine- 
ment of manners, and by public opinion, which revolts at every 
instance of cruelty towards them, it would be an anomaly in the 
system of police which affects them, if the offence stated in 
the verdict were not indictable. At the same time it is undeniable, 
that such offence must be considered with a view to the actual 
condition of society, and the djfference between a white man and 
a slave, securing the first from injury and insult, and the other 
from needless violence and outrage. From this difference it arises, 
that many circumstances which would not constitute a legal pro- 
vocation for a battery committed by one white man on an other. 
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would justify it, if committed on a slave, provided the battery were 
not excessive. It is impossible to draw tbe line witb precision, or 
lay down the rule in the abstract ; but as was said in Tacket's case, 
the circumstances must be judged of by the court and jury, with a 
due regard to tlie liabits and feelings of society. But where no 
justification is shov/n, as in this case, I am of opinion the indict- 
ment is maintainable. 

Hall, J. I concur in the opinion given. I think it would be 
hi|^hly improper that every assault and battery upon a slave should 
be considered an indictable otfence ; because the person makin^^ 
it might have matter of excuse or justification on his side, which 
could not be used as a defence for committing an assault and bat- 
tery upon a free person. But where an assault and battery is 
committed upon a slave without cause, lawful excuse, or without 
suflicient provocation, I think it amounts to an indictable offence. 
Much depends upon the circumstances of the case when it hap- 
pens ; these circumstances are not set forth in this case, and I 
think it material that they should appear. I therefore think, the 
judgment of the court below should be reversed, and a new triai 
granted for that purpose. 

Henderson, J. concurred. 

4. 

The State v. Maner. Spring T. 1834. 2 Hill's Rep. 453.; 
S. Hilton v. Caston, 2 Bailey's Rep. 98.; White v. 
Chambers, 2 Bay's Rep. 70.; State v. Cheatwood, 2 Hill's 
Rep. 459. 

Per Cur. CJ^^all, J. The criminal offence of assault and The mas- 
battery cannot, at common law, be committed on the person of a {•^J!^,e-''^a\! 
slave. For notwithstanding for some purposes a slave is regarded ^^J^^^^ 
in law as a person, yet generally he is a mere chattel personal, 
and his right of personal protection belongs to his master, who can 
maintain an action of trepass for the battery of his slave. 

There can be therefore no offence against the state for a mere 
beating of a slave unaccompanied by any circumstances of cruelty, 
or an attempt to kill and murder. The peace of the state is not 
thereby broken ; for a slave is not generally regarded as legally 
capable of being within the peace of the state. He is not a citizen, 
and is not in that character entitled to her protection. 
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State v. Mani-ir. Spring T. 1834. 2 Hill's Rep. 463. 

An<i a per- The (IcKbiitlant was indicted for an assault mid battery, with an 
S3ror intent to murder a slave. G'J^cal J. held, that although at comnjon 
vv^th'luteiit indictment lay for an assault and battery upon a slave, yet 

to kill a by the act of 1821., Acts, p. 12. an assault with an intent to murder 
u slave is indictable. The act of I82i., changing the murder of 
a slave from a mere misdemeanor, which it was under the act of 
1740, to a felony, and the attempt to commit a felony, whether 
by statute or common law, is a misdemeanor, punishable by fine 
and inprisonment, at the discretion of the court. 

G. 

The State v. JMann. Dec. T. 18529. 2 Devereaux's North Caro- 
lina Rep. 263. 

The mas- The defendant was indicted for an assault and battery upon Lydia, 
liable^ to^au Elizabeth Jones. On the trial it appeared, that the 

indictment defendant had hired the slave for a year : that during the term the 

for a batte- . j f o 

ry commit- slave had committed some small offence, for which the defendant 
£s slave, undertook to chastise her ; that while in the act of so doing, the 
slave ran off; whereupon the defendant called upon her to stop, 
which being refused, he shot at and wounded her. The judge in 
the court below charged the jury, that if they believed the punish- 
ment ififlicted by the defendant was cruel afid unwarrantable, and 
disproportionate to the offence committed by the slave, that in law 
the defendant was guilty, as he had only a special property in the 
slave. A verdict was returned for the state, and the defendant ap- 
pealed. 

Per Cur. Ruffin, J. A judge cannot but lament, when such 
cases as the present are brought into judgment. It is impossible 
that the reasons on which they go can be appreciated, but where 
institutions similar to our own exist, and are thoroughly understood. 
The struggle, too, in the judge's own breast between the feelings of 
the man, and the duty of the magistrate, is a severe one, present- 
ing strong temptation to put aside such questions, if it be possible. 
It is useless, however, to complain of things inherent in our political 
state. And it is criminal in a court to avoid any responsibility which 
the laws impose. With whatever.reluctance, therefore, it is done, 
the court is compelled to express an opinion upon the extent of 
the dominion of the master over the slave in North Carolina. The 
indictment charges a battery on Lydia, a slave of Elizabeth Jones. 



LIABILITY OF OTHERS TO THE MASTER FOR, iU. 



Upon the face of the indictment, the case is the some as The State 
V. Hall, 2 Hawks' Uep. Ii82. No fault is found with the rule then 
adopted, nor would be, if it were now open. But it is not open ; 
for the question as it relates to a battery on a slave by a stranger 
is considered as settled by that case. Kut the evidence makes this 
a different case. Here the slave had been hired by the defendant, 
and was in his possession ; and the battery was committed during 
the period of hiring. With the liabilities of the hirer to the gene- 
ral owner, for an injury permanently impairing the value of the 
slave, no rule now laid down is intended to interfere. That is left 
upon the general doctrine of bailment. The inquiry here is, whetlTer ' 
a cruel and unreasonable battery on a slave, by the hirer, is in- 
dictable. The judge below instructed the jury, that it is. He 
seems to have put it on the ground, that the defendant had but a 
special property. Our laws uniformly treat the master or other 
person having the pos^iession and command of the slave, as entitled 
to the same extent of apthority. The object is the same, the ser- 
vice of the slave ; and the same powers must be confided. In a 
criminal proceeding, and indeed in reference to all other persons 
but the general owner, the hirer and possessor of the slave in rela- 
tion to both rights and duties, is, for the time being, the owner. 
This opinion would, perhaps, dispose of this particular case ; be- 
cause the indictment, which charges a battery upon the slave 
of Elizabeth Jones, is not supported by proof of a battery upon 
defendant's own slave ; since different justifications may be 
applicable to the two cases. But upon the general question, 
whether the owner is answerable criminaliter, for a battery upon 
his own slave, or other exercise of authority or force, not for- 
bidden by statute, the court entertains but little doubt. That 
he is so liable, has never been decided ; nor, as far as is 
known, been hitherto contended. There has been no prosecu- 
tions of the sort. The established habits and uniform practice 
of the country in this respect, is the best evidence of the por- 
tion of power deemed by the whole community requisite to 
the preservation of the master's dominion. If we thought differ- 
ently, we could not set our notions in array against the judgment 
of every body else, and say that this, or that authority, may be 
safely lopped off. This has indeed been assimilated at the bar to the 
other domestic relations ; and arguments drawn from the well-es- 
tablished principles, which confer and restrain the authority of the 
parent over the child, the tutor over the pupil, the master over the 
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apprentice, have been pressed on us. The court docs not recog- 
nise their application. There is no likeness between the cases. 
They are in opposition to each other, and there is an impassable 
gulf between them. The difTerencc is, that which exists between 
freedom and slaver) — and a greater cannot be imagined. In the 
one, the end in view is the happineas of the youth, born to equal 
rights with that governor, on whom the duty devolves of training 
the young to usefulness, in a station which he is afterwards to as- 
sume among freemen. To such an end, and with such a subject, 
moral and intellectual instruction seem the natural means ; and 
for the most part, they are found to suffice. Moderate force is 
superadded, only to make the others effectual. If that fail, it is 
better to leave the party to his own headstrong passions, and the 
ultimate correction of the law, than to allow it to be immoderately 
inflicted by a private person. With slavery it is far otherwise. 
The end is the profit of the master, his security and the public 
safety ; the subject, one doomed in his own person, and his pos- 
terity, to live without knowledge, and without the capacity to make 
any thing his own, and to toil that another may reap the fruits. 
What moral considerations shall be addressed to such a being, to 
convince him what, it is impossible but that the most stupjd must 
feel and know can never be true ; that he is thus to labor upon a 
principle of natural duty, or for the sake of his own personal hap- 
piness, such services (lan only be expected from one who has no 
will of his own ; who surrenders his will in implicit obedience to 
that of another. Such obedience is the consequence only of un- 
controlled authority ovev the body. There is nothing else which 
can operate to produce the effect. The power of the master 
must be absolute, to render the submission of She slave perfect. I 
most freely confess my sense of the harshness of this proposition. 
I feel it as deeply as any man can. And as a principle of moral 
right, every person hi his retirement must repudiate it. But in the 
actual condition of things, it must be so. There is no remedy. 
This discipline belongs to the state of slavery. They cannot be 
disunited, without abrogating at once the rights of the master, and 
absolvhig the slave from his subjection. It constitutes the curse of 
slavery to both the bond and the free portions of our population. 
Bu'i it is inherent in the relation of master and slave. That there 
may be particular instances of cruelty and deliberate barbarity, 
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where in conscieiioe tho law might properly iutcriere, is moat 
probable. 

The (liniculty js to determuic, where a court may properly be- 
gin. Merely in the abstraet it may well be asked, which power of 
the master accords with right. The answer will probably sweep 
away all of them. But we cannot look at the matter in that light. 
The truth is, that we arc fcvbiddcn to enter upon a train of general 
rcaijoning on the subject. We cannot allow the right of the mas- 
ter to be brought into discussion in the courts of justice. The 
slave, to remain a slave, must be made sensible that there is no 
appeal from his master ; that his person is, in no instance, 
usurped ; but is conferred by the laws of man, at least, if not 
by the law of God, The danger would be great indeed, if the 
tribunals of justice should be culled on io graduate the punish- 
ment appropriate to every temper, and every dereliction of me- 
nial duty. No man can anticipate the many and aggraved provo- 
cations of the master which the slave would be constantly stimu- 
lated, by his own passions, or the instigation of others, to give ; or 
the consequent vi^rath of the master, prompting him to bloody ven- 
geance, upon the turbulent traitor ; a vengeance generally prac- 
tised with impunity, by reason of its privacy. The court, therefore, 
disclaims the power of changing the relation in which these parts 
of our people stand to each other. 

We are happy to see, that there is daily less and less occasion 
for the interposition of the courts. The protection already a/forded 
by several statutes, that all powerful motive, the private interest of 
the owner, the benevolence towards each other, seated in the 
hearts of those who have been born and bred together, the frowns 
and deep execrations of the community upon the barbarian, who 
is guilty of excessive and brutal cruelty to his unprotected slave, 
all combined, have produced a mildness of treatment, and atten- 
tion to the comforts of the unfortunate class of slaves,' greatly miti- 
gating the rigors of servitude, and ameliorating the condition of 
the slaves. 

The same causes are operating, and will continue to operate 
w^ith increased action, until the disparity in numbers between the 
whites and blacks shall have rendered the latter in no degree dan- 
gerous to the former, when the police now existing may be further 
relaxed. This result, greatly to be desired, may be much more 
rationally expected from the events above alluded to, and now in 
process, than from any rash expositions of abstract truths, by a 
judiciary tainted with a false and fanatical philanthropy, seeking to 
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redress an acknowledged evil, by means still more wicked and 
appalling than even that evil. I repeat, that I would gladly have 
avoided this ungrateful question. But being brought to it, the 
court is compelled to declare, that while slavery exists amongst us 
in its present state, or until it shall seem fit to the legislature to 
interpose express enactments to the contrarj', it will be the impera- 
tive duty of the judges to recognize the full dominion of the owner 
over the slave, except where the exercise of it is forbidden by stat- 
ute. And this we do upon the ground, that this dominion is essen- 
tial to the value of slaves as property, to the security of the master, 
and the public tranquility, greatly dependent upon their subordi- 
nation ; and, in fine, as most effectually securing the general pro- 
tection and comfort of the slaves themselves. Judgment below 
reversed ; and judgment entered for the defendant. 

7. 

SciDMORE V. Smith. Aug. T. 1816. 13 John's Rep. 322. 

The statute Tre spass for harboring the plaintiff's man servant. It was ob- 
Conng"^ jected, that it ought to have been debt under the statute for the 

slaves and penalty, 
servants ss *^ 

cumula-' Per Cur, The statute penalty for harboring slaves and ser- 
vants, is cumulative, and does not destroy the common law remedy. 

8. 

Brown and Boisseau. April T. 1810. 1 Munf. Rep. 288. 

Justifica- Trespass for breaking the plaintifTs close, and beating his 
tionintres- gjaves. The defendants pleaded, Jointly, not guilty. On the trial 
they offered testimony tending to show in mitigation of damages, 
that the plaintiff had given a general permission to Brown to visit 
his negro quarters, and chastise any of his slaves who might be 
found acting improperlj'. The court refused to hear the testimo- 
ny, although the beating of the negroes by Boisseau, was in the 
presence of Brown, and with his assent. It was admitted, that no 
permission had been given to Boisseau. Verdict for plaintifi*. 

Per Cur. Tucker, J . The evidence was, in my opinion, most 
properly rejected. JRjoane and Flemings Js., concurred. 
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(B.) For maimixg or killing him. 
1. 

Crawford v. Cheney. Sept. T. 1824. 15 Martin's Louisi- 
ana Rep 142. 

Per Cur. Porter, J. This is an action brought to recover 5" \ '.V'* 

, . ° lur killing 

the price of a negro whom the plaintiff charges the defendant with asl»ve pie- 
having shot and killed. The evidence on which the jury found a evi'Sco 
verdict, comes up on the record, and the defendant renews here, a S'erdict. 
motion which he unsuccessfully made in the court below, for a 
new trial, on the ground of the finding being contrary to l;i.vv and 
evidence. The testirnonj', it has been argued, is weak, and it is 
perhaps so; but the act charged here is one rarely committed in 
presence of witnesses ; and the most that can be expected in cases 
of this kind, is the presumptions that result from circumstances. 
A most respectable jury, who knew the parties, have found a ver- 
dict in favor of the plaintiff, and we are unable to say the evidence 
authorizes us to reverse the judgment rendered therein. We be- 
lieve justice has been done, and when the proceedings of the infe- 
rior court terminate there, as we think they have in the instance 
before us, a stronger case than this must be presented, to induce 
us to send the cause to a new trial. Judgment affirmed. 

2. 

JouRDAN V. PattOxV. July T. 1818. 5 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 615. 

Per Cur. Mathews^ J. The pliantitT claims damages for an if on an 
injury done to one of her slaves, by one of the defendant's. She j";l"^jav!^ 
obtained judgment ; and the defendant appealed. The injury done plaintiff 
to the slave was of such a nature as to render him wholly useless ; his full va- 
his only eye having been put out. The parish court decreed that property is 
the plaintiff should recover twelve hundred dollars, the supposed [o^Hf^'J^^** 
value of the slave, and a further sum of twenty-five dollars a fendant.on 
month, from the time he was deprived of his sight ; and that the the j"dg.° 
defendant should pay the physician's bill and two hundred dollars 
for the sustenance of the slave during his life, and that he should 
remain for ever in the possession of the plaintiff. We are of opi- 
nion, that this judgment is erroneous, in giving damages for the full 
value of the slave, and compensation for the loss of his labor, 
from the time he became blind, during au undetermined period. 
32 
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Furthci, it is thought to be erroneous, in decreeing that the de- 
fendant should pay two hundred dollars for the subsistancc of the 
slave, and that he should remain forever in the possession of the 
plaintiff. The most that could have been equitably claimed, in ad- 
dition to the full value of the slave, was legal interest thereon ; 
which, though it could not be given as interest, upon an uncertain 
and unliquidated sum, might have been taken into view, in estimat- 
ing and fixing the damages. In the present case, from a com- 
parison of the testimony, as to the value of the slave, we are of 
opinion that full and complete indemnity has been given for a total 
loss. When the defendant shall have paid the sum thus decreed, 
we are of opinion that the slave ought to be placed in his posses- 
sion, deeming that the judgment making full compensation to the 
owner operates a change of property. In this view of the case, 
that part of the judgment of the parish court, which orders the de- 
fendant to pay two hundred dollars, is evidently erroneous. The 
principle of humanity, which would lead us to suppose that the 
mistress, whom he had long served, would treat her miserable 
blind slave with more kindness than the defendant, to whom the 
judgment ought to transfer him, cannot be taken into considera- 
tion in deciding this case. Cruelty and humanity ought not to 
be presumed against any person. A remedy for them can only be 
applied, when they are legally proven. The judgment of the 
parish court being erroneous, in these points, it is ordered, ad- 
judged and decreed, that it be annulled, avoided, and reversed ; and 
this court, proceeding to give such judgment as, in their opinion, 
ought to have been given in the court below, it is further order- 
ed, adjudged, and decreed, that the plaintiff recover from the de- 
fendant the sum of twelve hundred- dollars, as an indemnification for 
the value of the slave, and that she shall further recover the amount 
of all expenses incurred for the attendance and treatment of the 
slave, with costs of suit in the inferior court. 

S. 

State v. Cheatwood. Fall T. 1834, 2 Hill's Rep. 459. 

Indictment for the murder of a slave under the act of 1821. 

The defendant was convicted, and moved in arrest of judgment, 
on the ground that the indictment did not charge the crime in the 
words of the statute. The words in the statute were " wilfully, de- 
liberately, and maliciously did murder the words in the indict- 
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incnt w(3rc, " wiU'iilly, deliberately and maliciously did kill aud mur- 
der." 

Ifarperf J. decided the variance was immaterial. 

4. 

State v, Cheatwood. Fall T. 1834. 2 Hill's Rep,, 459. 

Harper, J. held, that the object of the act of 1821, relative to intcrpretn- 
the murder of slaves, was to make the murder of a slave of the ^'""'i'lao'i 

' ^ act ot IbJil 

same grade and character as the murder of a white man or free- roluting to 
man at common law, and is to be made out by the same kind of ^ ' 
proof. 



5. 



Perrie v. Williams. T-Tay T. 1827. 17 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 695. 

Per Cur. Mathews, J. This is an action of trespass, in which In an action 
the plaintiff claims damages for thp loss of a slave which she alleges ps for 
to have been killed by the defendant's. They severed in their plaintiff'^ 
answers to the petition, and separate verdicts and judgments were he 
rendered against them. Williams alone appealed. Two bills of perniUted 
exceptions are found in the record, which must be disposed of. out a 
The first is to the opinion of the judge, a quo, by which he author- ^^^'j^^^ "f^ 
ized the plaintiff to strike out a count in her petition, which rela- the defend- 
ted to the conduct of the appellant as an overseer. The allega- manage- 
tions in that part of ths petition had no relation to the trespass in 'owSVarax^^ 
which the slave was destroyed ; but only charged the overseer with 
gross negligence and mismanagement of the plantation and slaves 
of the appellee. It, in truth, was a declaration of facts, making 
an entire and distinct cause of action. This part of the suit was 
dismissed, by leave of the court, after the cause was submitted to 
the jury ; but not until Williams had been allowed to amend his 
pleas, by discontinuing a claim in recommendation for wages as 
overseer. /Tnder such circumstances, and in pursuance of the 
code of practice, we are of opinion, that the court below did not 
err in permitting the plaintiff to discontinue that part of her suit 
which related to the neglect and bad conduct of the defendant as 
overseer. 
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6. 

The State of Mississippi v. Jones. June T. 1820. AValk- 

er's Rep. 83. 

In the state PeT Cur. Clarke, J. The question in this case, arising in ar- 
°^finurr rest of judgment, transferred on doubts from Adams superior 
der may be court, is, whether, in this state, murder can be committed on a 
by"the kill- slave. Because individuals may have been deprived of many of 
Se^'as* their rights by society, it does not follow, that they have been de- 
well as by p,>ived of all their rights. In some respects, slaves may be consi- 

tl»e killing *^ , . i , , i «.» 

of a free- dercd as chattels, but m others, they are regarded as men. 1 he 
law views them as capable of committing crimes. This can only 
be upon the principle, that ihey are men and rational beings. The 
Roman law has been much relied on by the counsel of the defend- 
ant. That law was confined to the Roman Empire, giving the 
power of life and death over captives in war, as slaves, but it no more 
extended here, than the similar power given to parents over the lives 
of their children. Much stress has also been laid by the defendant's 
counsel, on the case cited from Taylor's Reports, decided in North 
Carolina ; yet, in that case, two judges against one were of opinion, 
that killing a slave was murder. Judge Hall, who delivered the 
dissenting opinion in the above case, based his conclusions, as we 
conceive, upon erroneous principles, by considering the laws of 
Rome applicable here. His inference, also, that a person cannot 
be condemned capitally, because he may be liable in a civil action, 
is not sustained by reason or authority, but appears Id us to be in 
direct opposition to both. At a very, early period in Virginia, the 
power of life over slaves was given by statute ; but Tucker ob- 
serves, that as soon as these statutes were repealed, it was at once 
considered by their courts, that the killing of a slave might be mur- 
der. Commonwealth V, Dolly Chapman; indictment for maliciously 
stabbing a slave under a statute. It has been determined in Virginia 
that slaves are persons. In the constitution of the United States, 
slaves are expressly designated as " persons.'* In this state the 
legislature have considered slaves as reasonable and accountable 
beings, and it would be a stigma upon the character of the state, 
and a reproach to the administration of justice, if the life of a slave 
could be taken with impunity, or if he could be murdered in cold 
blood, without subjecting the offender to the highest penalty known 
to the criminal jurisprudence or the country. Has the slave no 
rights, because he is deprived of his freedom 1 He is still a hu- 
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man being, and possesses all those rights of which he is not de- 
prived by the positive provisions of the law ; but in vain shall we 
look for any law passed by the enlightened and philanthropic legis- 
lature of this state, giving even to the master, much less to a stran- 
ger, power over the life of a slave. Such a statute would 
be worthy the age of Draco or Caligula, and would be con- 
demned by the unanimous voice of the people of this state, where 
even cruelty to slaves, much less the taking away of life, meets with 
universal reprobation. By the provisions of our law, a slave may 
commit murder, and be punished with death, why then is it not 
murder to kill a slave 1 Can a mere chattel commit murder, and 
be subject to punishment 1 

Villeins, in England, were more degraded than our slaves. It is 
true, that formerly the murder of a villein was not punished with 
death, but neither was the murder of a freeman then so punished. 
The only difference between the freeman and the slave was in the 
magnitude of the fine. In England, killing a villein was as much 
murder as killing a lord. Yet villeins were then the most abject 
slaves, and could be bought and sold as chattels ; but because 
slaves can be bought and sold, it does not follow that they can be 
deprived of life. The right of the master exists not by force of 
the law of nature or nations, but by virtue only of the positive law 
of the state ; and although that gives to the master the right to 
command the services of the slave, requiring the master to feed 
and clothe the slave from infancy till death, yet it gives the master 
no right to take the life of the slave ; and if the offence be not 
murder, it is not a crime, and subjects the offender to no punish- 
ment. The taking away the life of a reasonable creature, under 
the king's peace, with malice aforethought, express or implied, is 
murder at common law. Is not a slave a reasonable creature ? — 
is he not a human being 1 And the meaning of this phrase, rea- 
sonable creature, is a human being. For the killing a lunatic, an 
idiot, or even a child unborn, is murder, as much as the killing a 
philosopher ; and has not the slave as much reason as a lunatic, an 
idiot, or an unborn child 1 All are in the king's peace, except 
alien enemies, Jlagrante belli. A distinction once existed in 
England, between the killing a Dane and a Saxon ; but even in 
Coke's time the killing any rational being was murder. Jews were 
then regarded in a light more odious than the most abject slave ; 
yet to kill them was murder. So, to kill one attainted, or an out- 
lawed felon, or even an alien enemy, except in battle, might be 
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murder. The term, " king's pence," meai»B the place where the 
crime is committed, the actual venue, and not a particular class of 
human hcings. 

At one period of the Roman history, a history written in the 
blood of vanquished nations, slaves were regarded as captives, 
whose lives had been spared in battle, and the savage conqueror 
miglit take away the life of the captive, and therefore he might 
take away the life of the slave. But the civillaw of Rome extir- 
pated this barbarous privilege, and rendered the killing a slave a 
capital olfence. When the northern barbarians overran South- 
ern Europe, they had no laws but those of conquerors and con- 
quered, victors and captives ; yet, even by this savage people, no 
distinction was recognized between the killing, in cold blood, a 
slave or a freeman. And shall this court, in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, establish a principle too sanguinary for the code even of the 
Goths and Vandals, ard extend to the whole community, the right 
to murder slaves with impunity 1 

The motion to arrest the judgment must be overruled. 

7. 

Commonwealth v. Carver. June T. 1827. 5 Rand's Rep. 

660. 

A negro The prisoner was indicted for feloniously, maliciously, and un- 
protected lawfully shooting, with intent to maim, disfigure, disable, and kill, 
"y '^'e^act a negro man slave of the name of Armistead, the property of An- 

oJ 9th Feb. ° » r r j 

1819, II- drew Houten, under the act of 9th of February, 1819. The 

fa^vfui judge doubted whether a negro slave is the subject or person on 

stabWm?' which the offence created, and the penalties prescribed by the act 

&c. by a can be committed or incurred, adjourned the case to the general 

free per- 

son. court. 

The Court. Brockenhrough, J., after referring to Dolly Chappie's 
case, 1 Virg. Cas. 184., declared, that a slave was a person on 
whom the oftence of stabbing and shooting might be committed ; 
and that the act was intended to protect slaves as well as free per- 
sons from such outrages. 

It may be further remarked, that there appears no reason, arising 
from the relative situation of master and slave, w^y a free person 
should not be punished as a felon for maiming a slave. Whatever 
power our laws may give to a master over his slave, it is as imjpor- 
tant for the interest of the former, as for the safety of the latter, that 
a stranger should not be permitted to exercise an unrestrained and 
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lawless nutliority over him. The opinion of the court is, that judg- 
nient ouglit not to be arrested. 

8 

Fields v. The State of Tennessee- Jan. T. .I8i?9. 1 Ycr- 

gcr's Rep. 1C)G. 

WhyfCi J* The plaintirt' in error was hidicted in tlic circuit TIhi Ma- 
court of tlie county of Maury, for the murder of a negro man lugof u 
slave, named Peter, the property of a certain. Davitl Jetlrics. — llviXdnt 
Upon the indictment he pleaded not uruiity. The jury found 
him not guilty of the murder as charged in the bill of indict- tor. 
ment, but guilty of the manslaughter, in feloniously slaying the 
negro slave Peter. 

Upon the verdict it was moved, for the plaintifl'in error by his 
counsel, that no judgment should be rendered against him, be- 
cause the jury found him guilty of manslaughter only, which 
crime, where the person slain was a slave, does not in point of law 
exist. The court overruled the motion in arrest of judf^ment, and 
passed sentence upon him, that he be burned in the brawn of the 
left hand, be imprisoned tiiirty days, and pay the costs of the pro- 
secution. From which judgment an appeal, in the nature of a 
writ of error, was taken to this court. It was contended for the 
plaintiff in error, in a very able and learned argument, that the 
common law of England ought not to guide the investigation, and 
goA'^ern the decision of this question ; for that slavery never ex- 
isted in England, and, therefore, the principles of the common law 
could not have in view, nor in any part be founded upon a state of 
society which had no existence in that country. That, although 
the colonial government of England, or Great Britain, extended 
to these states before the revolution, yet the law of nations, on 
which slavery depended, and the municipal regulations of each 
government on the subject, formed the code of laws by which all 
questions , regarding slaves should be governed; and, therefore, 
the law of nations, with municipal regulations, or legislative acts 
of the colonial government of North Carolina before the revolu- 
tion, and the acts of assembly of North Carolina and Tennessee 
since the revolution, should govern this case. That by the law of 
nations, as it formerly existed, the master had an absolute and un- 
limited power over the life and fortune of his slave ; rhat in later 
times, municipal law has abridged this power of the master, and 
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produced (imelionitioa in the stiUe of slaves. But lli'ia auieliorii- 
tiou or abridgment of the power of the muster, is only co-cxten- 
sivc with the munic/ipul assumption, leaving with him that portion 
not expressly taken away. From this view it follows, that the 
wilfully or maliciously killing, with malice aforethought, a negro 
or mulatto slave, being made murder, and the oft'onder punishable 
with death, without benefit of clergy, by the act of 1799, ch. 9., 
does not include or embrace any other kind of homicide but the 
one mentioned ; and the jury in the present case, having found 
the plaiutift* in error guilty of manslaughter, being a different and 
inferior grade to that stated in the act, is not an offence within it ; 
andther*? being no other act of assembly, making a felonious and 
wilful killing of a slave punishable, the judgment of the circuit 
court is erroneous. We cannot concur with t'le view the learned 
counsel has taken of this case, and assent to the position, that the 
cominon law, or its principles, are not to have an influence in 
the decision of this case. It is true, as observed in the argument, 
that pure and proper slavery never subsisted in England, giving 
the master the power of life and death over the slave ; but a spe- 
cies of slavery, or servitude, existed there from the earliest times ; 
the subjects of it were not styled slaves, but villeins ; and their 
state and cii^cumstances much resemble that of our slaves at the 
present day. These villeins were either regardant, that is, an- 
nexed to the manor or land, or villeins in gross, or at large ; t^at 
IS, annexed to the person of the master, or lord, as he is called in 
the books. Both classes were transferrable by deed from one cor- 
ner to another; neither could leave their master without his per- 
mission ; and if they ran away, or were purpoined from him, 
might be claimed and recovered by action like beasts and other 
chattels. 

The children of villeins were also in the same slate of bondage 
with their parents, but followed the condition of their father — free, 
if he was free ; and villein, if he was villem ; differing in that re- 
spzct with the condition of our slaves, when the maidnri of the civil 
law, that partus sequitur venfrem prevails. Neither could the, villein 
acquire property for his own benefit, the maxim ap^^Vving quicquid 
acquiretur servo^ acquiretur domino ; nor could he support an action 
against his master for beating him, tvbich privilege the master 
could always exert with impunity, as no civil remedy lay for him 
against his lord. Such was the civil relation existing between the 
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iTin8t«r and vill('i»i nt the common law. Hcm^ 2 Hlnck. Com. 03, O'l. ; 
Litt. S. 121). 19*. ; Co. l.itt. 1 17. u. Hut whilHt thcj nomfuon law 
noticed and sanctioned thcHc IuuhIi chnractciiHticH of (hu vill('in*ii 
condition, it guarded hid pciHou aH an object of tlic criminal law; 
and protected him against the atrocious injuries of his lord ; for he 
might not kill or maim him ; and for these he shall be indicted at 
the suit of the king, 2 HIack. Com. 91.; 1 lust. IIG. b. ; Lit. 
sec. 194. 

This short review of the condition of villein at the common law 
exhibits a strong resemblance to the condition of our slaves ; the 
principal feature of both are the same, and diflering only in some 
minntiw, which do not require to be noticed. Why then do not the 
principles of the common law apply, as far as the state or condition is 
similar, the one to the otherl Our ancCv^tors brought, upon their 
emigration, the common law with them as their rule of oction, and 
still retain it where applicable. So it was declared upon the first 
settlement of North Carolina, in the act of 1715, ch. 31., sec. 6. 
So, also, after the revolution in 1778, it is again declared, ** that all 
such parts of the common law as were heretofore in force and use 
within this territory, as are not destructive of, repugnant to, or in- 
consistent with, the freeO " m or independence of this state, and the 
form of government therein established, and which have not been 
otherwise provided for, in the whole or in part not abrogated, re- 
pealed, or expired, are hereby declared to be in full force in the 
state." Act of April, 1778, ch. 5. sec. 2. 

By the coturnon law, murder, according to Lord Coke, 3 Inst. 
47., is " waefe iv person of sound mind and discretion unlawfully 
killeth any reasonable creature, in being, unde** the king's peace, 
with malice aforethought, either express orimplied;" manslaughter, 
by Btackstonv?, i Com. 191., is defined to be "the unlawful 
killing of another, without malice, either express or implied." Both 
these definitions include the villein, and the negro or mulatto slave. 
Our act of assembly of 1799, ch. 9. sec. 1., enacts, "that if any 
person shall wilfully and maliciously, vi^ith malice aforethought, 
kill any negro or mulatto slave whatsoever, on due and legal con- 
viction thereof", in any superior court of the district wherein such 
offence shall have been committed, be deemed guilty of murder, as 
if such person, so killed, had been a freeman, and shall suffer 
death without benefit of clergy ; any law, usage or custom, to the 
contrary notwithstanding." This statute makes the same act mur- 
er, and punishable with death, which is so ;et the common law^ 
33 
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If it is asked then, why was this statute made if the same act was 
n^urder and punishable with death at the common law 1 it was made 
in consequence of the prior act of 1774, having enacted, that the kill- 
ing a slave under such circumstanceij that would have constituted 
murder by a freeman doing so, should be punished only with 
twelve months' imprisonment for the first oftence. This act having 
so far superceded the common law on the same matter- the legis- 
lature willing it, in 1799, that this act of 1774, should he repealed, 
and the common law he restored ; instead of a repeal in terms, 
made an express provision on the same subject matter, operating 
as a repeal, and enacting that the killing, which by the act of 1774 
was punishable only by twelve months* imprisonment, should be 
punishable with death. It is now said that by these acts no such 
crime exists in our law as manslaughter, or the wilfully and felo- 
niously killing a slave ; for that the municipal regulation of the 
courts, or, in other words, the acts of assembly, do not in terms, 
or otherwise, declare its existence. It is answered, that the legis- 
lature in the acts of 1774 and 1799, legislated upon a set of facts 
constituting murder ; and the act of 1784 says, when ihe subject 
of them is a slave, the punishment is twelve months' imprisonment. 
Now, if after the passagcof theactof 1784, it would be a correct con- 
struction to say, that as murder, which is a more heinous offence 
than manslaughter, is made only punishable by imprisonment for 
twelve months, therefore, the less offence of manslaughter does not 
exist ; or if it does exist, is not punishable at all Would it not be an 
equally correct construction to say, that the repeal of this act of 
1774, by the act of 1799, was a repeal of its imputed consequnces 
and construction, as well as of its express enactnients. But the 
case is, that neither the act of 1774, or the act of 1799, speak of 
manslaughter, or the state of facts which constitute the offence of 
manslaughter in law. On the other hand, it may be safely said, 
that if there is no act of assembly of North Carolina, or of the ter- 
ritorial government, or of our own government, the offence of 
manslaughter, when a negro or mulatto slave is the subject of it, 
from our criminal code, exists by the common law : because it is 
the unlawful killing of a human being ; and this definition of the 
offence is as well applicable to the negro or mulatto slave, as the 
villein. 

We have already seen, that by the common law, the villein was 
protected, as to his life and limbs, against the atrocity of the lord or 
owner. This case is that of a stranger committing the act, and 
not the lord or owner. This matters not, for the law is the same 
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in both cases : if there were a difference by analogy to their civil 
civil rights, it would operate against the stranger. Thus, an action 
of assault and battery cannot be supported by the villein against his 
lord, for, being his senanty he had a right to beat him at pleasure, 
not extending to life or member, but to the like action by the villein. 
Versus non domlnum, non valebit ci cxctplio, quia est servus alienusy 
ex quo nihil ad Ipsum^ utrum liber sit non servus. If being his servusy 
was a good answer by the lord, in an action of assault and battery, 
but not available for him on indictment for homicide or mayhem, 
still less must be that of alienus servus in the mouth of a stranger, 
upon the like indictment. 

The judgment rendered in the present case is upon a verdict of 
the jury given on an indictment for murder, finding that the plain- 
tiff in error is hot guilty of the murder charged in the bill of in- 
dictment ; but he is guilty of manslaughter in feloniously slaying 
the negro slave, Peter. It is the same judgment that would have 
been rendered against the plaintiff in error, if the subject of the 
homicide had been a freeman, instead of a negro slave. There is 
no law authorizing any distinction between the two cases. There 
was no distinction at common law between the judgments in homi- 
cide, for the killing a freeman, and killing a villein. The words of 
lord Coke are express to this point ; he says, " he that killed his 
villein, should have the same judgment as if he killed a freeman." 
1 Inst. 116. b. It may be also observed, that the finding of the 
Jury in this case, is the usual finding upon a bill of indictment for 
murd^Vr, where the facts of the case admit of it, and is a proceed- 
ing at common law, and sanctioned by it. See 1 Black. Com. 
48., where he says, " the common law, properly so called, is that 
law by which proceedings and determinations in the king's ordinary 
courts of justice are guided and directed." 

Pecky J. Defendant was indicted in the circuit court of Maury 
county, for the murder of a negro slave. He pleaded not guilty ; 
and at the trial was found guilty of wilful and felonious slaying of 
the slave aforesaid. 

The prisoner had his plea of clergy allowed, and judgment for 
the offence of manslaughter was pronounced against him ; from 
which judgment he has prosecuted this writ of error. It is now 
insisted, that the wilful and felonious slaying of a slave is not pun- 
ishable ; and for this is cited, 2 Hayw. Rep.; 1 Taylor Rep.; Act 
of 179 : for the state, I Hawks' Rep. Murder, «ays sir Edward 
Coke, 3 Inst. 47., is when a man of sound memory, and of the 
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age of discretion, unlawfully killeth, within any county of the 
realm, any reasonable creature, in rerum mtwa, untl<;r the king's 
peace, with malice aforethought, either express or implied. Black- 
stone, in his Commentaries, vol. 4. p. 194, remarks : "at the crime 
of wilful and deliberate murder human nature starts with horror 
and which, says he, " is, 1 believe, punished throughout the world 
with death." The Mosaic law and the precepts to Noah, are all 
so many denunciations against the crime. From remotest antiquity 
down to the present time, mankind, in deliberating upon it, have 
formed the same opinion. But it will be answered, none will dis- 
agree about the crime of murder- The question made is, whether 
or not the crime here found — thai of flaying a slave — is a crime 
punished by the laws of this State 1 Our act of the assembly of 
1799, ch. 9., provides, " that if any perflon or persons shall, wil- 
fully or maliciously, with malice aforethought, kill any negro or 
mulatto slave whatever, on due and legal conviction, he shall be 
deemed guilty of murder, as if such person so killed had been a 
freeman ; and shall suffer death without benefit of clergy." This 
act, it is said, creates the offence, and fixes the punishment for the 
murder of a slave ; and it is not thence to be inferred, that any 
other killing, not mentioned in the act, was designed to be punished, 
or even considered as a crime. This argument is founded on what 
is said to be the law of nations ; that captives taken in war are 
subject to be made slaves ; and the captOr has a right to dispose of 
the life of his captive, and for this Vattel is cited. The position 
above assumed, I conceive, is too broad. When a captive has laid 
down his arms and submitted, there is then no necessity for dispo- 
sing of his life; and nothing but necessity or unavoidable accident, 
will excuse taking away life. If no necessity exists for destroying 
a captive human being, how can it be pretended the act can be ex- 
cused. Vattel, 421. 

Christian nations do not consider themselves at liberty to sport 
away the lives of captives- At this day the act would be repro- 
bated and denounced as fit only for the savage state. Indeed, 
christian example has greatly softened, in this respect, the fero- 
cious savage in his wars. It has been argued by a jurist, that the 
slave of this country, when taken in his own country, was subject 
to this law ; that the dealer in the slave trade purchased the cap- 
tive there with this burden attached to Iiim, and hence it is, that 
the law affords him no protection against the attempt of the master 
upon his life. That the law of a pagan or savage nation, should 
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have been acquired with the commodity purchased and ferried 
over the wave with it, is a doctrine too monstrous for my mind ; 
for had the slave on his passage touched in Britain, the common 
law would have protected his life against the assault of his master. 
That common law was in force in the colonies. The attempt to 
impart and commit a principle so opposed to tho^e founded in 
common law and suited to christian communities, would he as fu- 
tile as the attempt to unite oil with water. How can it be urged, 
that of necessity the horror of slavery must not abate when intro- 
duced here, from the degraded condition it was found in where it 
had its origin. If it is true, as argued, that we bring the law of 
the country with us ; then a slave brought from those islands, 
where it is said the captor sometimes turns cannibal, kills and 
makes a repast of his captive — for the same reason, having the 
law and example of that country before us, it could be as safely 
followed here. And, ludicrous as ♦his may seem, it falls exactly 
within the train of that argument, which can only be supported by 
supposing the slave on a footing with the live stock on a farm. 

I have been taught that Christianity is a part of the law of the 
land. 

The four gospels upon the clerk's table admonish me it is so every 
time they are used in administering oaths. If the mild precepts of 
Christianity have had the effect to ameliorate the condition of this 
order of people, it is expected that we must recede from the im- 
provement obtained, and retire more into the dark, and become in 
government, partly christian and partly pagan, because we own 
pagans or savages for our property ! If the argument on the other 
side is correct, this consequence would follow : the whole train of 
thinking is erroneous, and it is not difficult to trace the origin of the 
error. Those in early times, concerned in the traffic of slaves, 
were unfeeling and savage. The page of history provc^s that 
thousands fell victims to masters, some before, and some after 
landing. Man is imitative. The cruelty first practised v/as followed 
up, and a bad custom against all law was winked at. But in later 
times, when murder did cry out, justice demanded her recompense 
for crime ; and some were indicted ; acts of assembly had been 
passed ; and the offence having been so common, it was pretty 
natural to overlook the principle of the common law, and follow 
such rules as were found in the statute ; but common law, because 
of this oversight, had not ceased. It was regained, end greatly to 
the honor of the bench of N. CaTOlina. 
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This statute of ours has not repealed the law as it stood before 
the passage of this act. It is much more sensible to say, it is aUinn- 
ative of the common law ; an attempt of the legislature to again 
bring into action what courts had, unfortunately, but too long per- 
mitted to slumber. 

What is conclusive with me, that this is all that was intended, is, 
the punishment inflicted by the act. For wilful and malicious mur- 
der^ the offender is to suffer death without the benefit of clergy — 
the former punishment. Say, that for a time the law, as it stood 
before, had been misconstrued or overlooked, if the court had re- 
vived and restored it to its pristine vigor, would not, in its restora- 
tion, the crime of manslaughter have been restored also 1 Certainly 
it would. If, then, the act is silent as to manslaughter, and there 
be no repeal of former laws, what pretence is there to say, that 
manslaughter is done away 1 I admit this will depend upon the 
question, whether the killing a slave with malice, was an offence at 
common law. But does not the common law definition cover the 
case 1 Is it the wilful and malicious killing of a reasonable creature ? 
If he be such, then the reasoning is unsound and inconclusive, 
which offers as an excuse, that such reasonable creature is a slave. 
It is well said by one of the judges of North Carolina, that the mas- 
ter has a right to exact the labor of his slave ; that far, the rights 
of the slave are suspended ; but this gives the master no right over 
the life of the slave. 1 add to this saying of the judgcy that law 
which says thou shalt not kill, protects the slave ; and he is within 
its very letter. Law, reason, Christianity and common humanit}', 
all point out one way. 

Catron, J., concurred. Judgment affirmed. 

9. 

Booth et al. v. Schooneu L'Esperanza. March T. 1798. 

Bee's Rep. 92. 

Judge Bee held, that the owner of a slave could maintain a suit 
for his wages as a mariner on board a coasting vessel. That it had 
been so decided on solemn argument, in Stone v. Godet, in the 
district court of South Carolina. 
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(C.) Foil PROPEllTV aiVEN TO, OR CONTHACTS MADE BY THE 

SLAVE. 

1. 

LiVAUDAis' HEIRS V. FoN ct aK May T. 1820. 8 Martin's 

Rep. IGl. 

Per Cur. MathewSf J. This is a suit brought by the appel- A maater 
lees, plaintifls m the court below, to recover the amount of a note, for what is 
given by the defendants to Frosina, a slave of the plaintiffs, by si^ve!^ 
v/hich they promised to pay to her four hundred dollars. Pay- 
ment is resisted on the ground of the promise having been made 
in error, and, consequently, having created no obligation, it being 
a contract without cause or consideration. The execution of the 
note raises a presumption of a just consideration, which must be 
defeated by proof to the contrary, on the part of the defctidants. 
This they have attempted by the production of a testament made 
by one Durand, in which he instituted Pedro, his bastard child by 
Frosina, the slave abovementioned, his heir, and appointed Fon, 
one of the appellants, his testamentary executor ; and by the in- 
troduction of testamental proof, showing that the child died in 
1812, &c. Admitting that all this evidence was properly received 
in the present suit against JPo-w, and another person, on their joint 
note, which is by no means clear,-we are of opinion, that it is not 
sufficient to support the defendant's objections to payment. For 
any thing, which appears to the contrary, the boy P«dro, the in- 
stituted heir of Durand, was the slave of the plaintiffs, or their 
ancestor, and took the instrument under the will for their benefit, 
in conformity with the laws then in force. The right to the suc- 
cession being thus vested in them, they might have instituted an 
action for its recovery against the executor. This they have not 
done, but now sue upon a note given by him, and another to their 
slave Frosina ; being, as the appellants insist, a liquidation of Pe- 
dro's succession to his mother, which she could not take in conse- 
quence of her state of slavery. The former having died since the 
promulgation of the civil code, that statute, 40 art. 17. and 158., 
art. 64., is relied on to establish the error, and consequent nullity 
of the defendant's promise to pay the sum to Frosina, as stipulated 
in their note. 

According to the first of these provisions, being a slave, she was 
incapable to contract any kind of engagement. It is true, that she 
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could not bind lierself in any resjiect, because she was wilhout a 
will ; nor could she have entered into any contract which would be 
binding on her owner, unless under spf?cial authorization by him. 
But it does not appear to us to follow, as a necessary consequence, 
that the master cannot claim the benefit of a lawful and voluntary 
engjtgement made in favor of his slave, on an equitable considera- 
tion, by a person capable of contracting. 

By the last article cited, slaves are declared to be incap able of 
transmitting their estates, as intestate, or of inheriting from others. 
They certainly can transmit nothing, for they do not possess 
any thing in their own right ; neither can they inherit, clearly not 
for themselves ; and perhaps not for the benefit of their masters. 
The same incapacity is attached to them, of giving and receiving 
by donation inter vivos, or causa mortis ; they therefore cannot take 
by will for themselves. In pursuance of these rules, P'rosina could 
not succeed to the estate of her son ; but the owners had a right to 
claim it from the testamentary executor of Durand ; and having 
this right, it cannot properly be said that no cause or considera- 
tion exists for the note by which he promised to pay that amount, 
when it is seen that such promise enures to the benefit of those 
who have a just and legal claim to the succession of Pedro. Con- 
sidering the note as a liquidation of this succession, there is suffi- 
cient cause for the contract thus made hy the executor, and has 
been rightfully condemned to pay the sum therein stipulated ; but 
ought to be exonerated from any other or farther claim against 
him, on account of the estate willed by Durand to his bastard 
child, 

2. 

Robinson v. Gulp. Nov, T. 18i2. i Constitutional Court 

Rep. of South Carolina, 231. 

This was an action on the case, for procuring, persuading, and 
enticing a negro slave to depart and absent himself from the ser- 



By Aikin'a Alabama Dig. p. 109., it is declared, "that any person or persons 
being convicted of harboring, or concealing any negro or negroes belonging to any 
other person or persons, whatsocve?, or suflering the same to be done with his con- 
flent or knowledge, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding seven hundred dollars, and 
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vice of his master. The presidhig judjje stated to the jury, that 
an, act of assembly of this state made it a felony for a person to in- 
veigle, entice, &c., a negro slave to absent himself from his master ; 
and, therefore, if they were of opinion that the defendant In this 
case had committed the act clandestinely and secretly, he was 
guilty of a felony, and the plaintiff could not recover ; because the 
civil action was merged in the crime. The jury found for the 
defendant, and this motion is made to set aside that verdict, and 
to grant a new trial, on the ground of misdirection by the court. 

JVo//, J. I can see no good reason why a civil action should 
be merged in a felony in any case where property is involved, 
and the action is for the property itself. In England, a convic- 
tion for felony works a forfeiture of property, and to sulFer an ac- 
tion to be brought before conviction, would discourage prosecu- 
tions, and deprive the king of this part of his revenue ; and, there- 
fore, a person is not permitted to sue until after conviction- But 
no such reason exists here, because there is no forfeiture. But 
that is not the only ground upon which I have formed my opinion. 

I do not think the question ought to be tried in this collater'al 
way ; and much less ought it to be in the defendant's mouth, to 
discharge himself from the action by saying, he had committed a 
felony. Whenever a person sets forth a good cause of action, in 
his declaration, and supports his allegations by proof, I think he 
ought to recover, notwithstanding the testimony may be such as 
to induce a belief that the transaction is felonious. A person 
ought never to be convicted of a felony, except on a direct charge 
of a crime, and by a jury charged to try the offence. If the plain- 
tiff had charged a felony on the face of his declaration, it would 
have been a question on which it is unnecessary to give any 
opinion at present. And yet, I think he might make use of 
the very words of the act, and still be entitled to recover. In 
an action brought to try the right of property, the words of the act 
may be proper words to use in the declaration. Suppose it should 
be proved that the defendant committed the act in a clandestine, 
secret manner ; still his object might be only to get possession of 



shall be imprisoned not less than one calendar month, nor exceeding six calendar 
months; and shall be liable in damages to the party injured, to be recovered by- 
action on the case before any tribunal having competent jurisdiction." And suniW 
enaotments are to be found in the statute bcoka of the other states. 
34 
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property to wliich he had a claim, and not with a fcloniox\8 inten- 
tion. In an action to try the rifjht of property, quo ammo, makes 
no part of the case. And it is no answer to say, that if the defen- 
dant has any right, he may show it ; for after the plaintilf has 
cstablish(id his right, the defendant may he satisfied that it is in 
vain to contend farther. Indeed, in such a case, it wouUl be for 
his interest not to do it, if he might thereby give the case the ap- 
pearance of felony, and nonsuit the plaintilf, after having esta- 
blished a right to the property. 1 am of opinion a new trial ought 
to be granted. 
Justices Bay and Grimkc concurred. 



(XVHI.) OF RUNAWAY OR FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

1. 

Glen v. Hodges. Jan. T. 1812. 9 John's Rep. 67. 

A fugitive Trespass for taking the plaintiff's man slave. The plaintilf, the 

S'uettti.g T owner of the slave, went into Vermont after his runaway slave, 

oSlersiate '^'^^^ ^^'^ ^^-^ ^^"^ ™ State, and had resided in Rutland, 

will not Vermont, four vears as a freeman. After the slave was taken by 

justify (.he ^ ■J <> 

creditor the plaintiff, the defendant took out an attachment against the slave 
taking\im f^^ debt, on which he was arrested and forcibly taken out of the 
cess 0-1^0? P^^''^**ff'^ possession, and sent to prison. The judge who tried the 
the hand ) causc thought the plaintiff was not entitled to recover, and a non- 
tljrwhoinia suit was entered, v,^ith liberty to move the court to set it aside, 
him— the There is no doubt the negro was the property of the 

coniract plaintiff, and had run away from service in Vermont. He was held 
sluvo being to servicc or labor under the laws of this state, when he escaped, 
and the escape did not discharge him ; but the master was entitled 
to reclaim him in the state to which he fled. This is accordinsr to 
the provision in the constitution of the United States, art. 4. § 2., 
and the act of Congress of the l?th of Feb. 793,, Laws U. 
States, vol. 2. p. 165., prescribes the mode of reclaiming the slave. 
It not only gives a penalty against any person who shall knowingly 
and willingly obstruct the claimant in the act of reclaiming the 
fugitive, but saves to such claimant *• his right of action for any in- 
jury" he may receive by such obstruction. The plaintiff was. 
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therefore, in the exercise of a riglit, when he proceeded to reclaim 
the slave ; and the simple question is, whether the defendant is not 
responsible in trespass, for rescuing the slave, though he did it un- 
der the form and color of an attachment for a debt, alleged to 
have been contracted with him by the slave. The negro being a 
slave, was incapable of contracting so as to impair the right of his 
master to reclaim him. A contrary doctrine would be intolerable, 
so far as it respects the security of the owner's right, and would 
go to defeat the provision altogether. The defendant, therefore, 
contracted with the negro, and sued out the attachment at his peril. 
It was a fraud upon the master's right. The fact being esta- 
blished, that the negro was a fugitive slave, the attachment was no 
justification to the party who caused it to be sued out. This must 
have been so adjudged, if the point had been raised in Vermont, 
because the entering into a contract with such slave, and the en- 
deavor to hold him under that contract, contravened the law of the 
United States, which protects the master or owner of fugitive slaves 
in all his rights as such owner. If the slave had committed any 
public offence in Vermont, and had been detained under the au- 
thority of the government of that state, the case would have been 
different, and the right of the master must have yielded to a para- 
mount right But the interference of any private individual, by 
suing out process, or otherwise, under the pretence of a debt con- 
tracted by the negro, was an illegal act, and void ; and there can 
be no objection to the action being brought here, though the act 
happened out of the state. The action is transitory. 
Motion for a new trial granted. 

2. 

The Commonwealth v. Halloway. January T. 1817. 

3 Serg. & Rawle's Rep. 4. 

Habeas Corpus to the keeper of the Philadelphia prison, at the A fugitive 
instance of the master, to bring up the body of David Johnson, his has ''com^ 
slave, who had been committed for fornication and bastardy. uiitted ibr- 

It was contended, that the master could not take away his slave aod bastar- 
charged with a crime. That it had been so decided by Judge be' (kl'v" 
Rush, in Nov. 1816, and before the Chief Justice^ 1814. ^« 

' ' master uii- 

Per Cur, Tilghman, Ch. J. From the evidence which has ^^^^ securi- 
been given, we have no doubt of David Johnson being the slave of to maiiiiaiu 
Mr. Frazier; and there would be no objection to delivering him up ^'^^'^^ 
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to him, but for the commitment for Tornicution and bastardy. Foi'~ 
nication has always been prosecuted in this state as a crime. By 
the law of 1705, It was subject to the punishment of whipping, or 
the fine of 10 pounds, at the election of the culprit. The punish- 
ment of whipping has been since abolished ; but the act of fornica- 
tion is still considered as a crime ; and where it is accompanied 
with bastardy, security must be given to indemnify the county 
against the expense of maintaining: the child. It may be hard on 
the owner to give this security, or lose the services of the slave j 
but it is an inconvenience to which this kind of property is una- 
voidably subject. The child must be maintained ; and it is more 
reasonable that the maintenance should be at the expense of the 
person who has a right to the service of the criminal, than at that of 
the people of this city, who have no such, right. I am of opinion the 
prisoner should be remanded. Yates and Gibson, Js.> concurred. 

Jarrett v. Higbee. Oct, T. 1827. 5 Monroe's Rep. 546. 

Taking np Jarrett brought trespass against Higbee for taking atid imprisoning 
runaway^n his stave. Defendant pleaded that he apprehended the slave as a 
good faith runaway, <fcc. The defendant admitted, that wheu he took the 

and upon 

reasonable slave up, he produced the following pass or paper from his master : 
a'Jus'ti^ea-' "Know all men by these presents, that I, J. Jarrett, of Livingston, 
and state of Kentucky, do agree that this black man Allen, do 
bargain and trade for himself until the first day of May next ; and 
also for to pass and repass from Livingston county, Kentucky, to 
Monongahela county, state of Virginia, Morgantown, and then to 
return home to the same Livingston county, Kentucky, again, near 
the mouth of Cumberland river, Sraithland. Given under my hand 
this 26th day of Sept. 1822/' 

The plaintiif moved the court to instruct the jury, that if they 
believed that the slave was possessed of the pass produced in evi- 
dence, and did exhibit it to the defendant when taken up, and that 
the same was executed and delivered to the slave by the master, 
it should have protected him, and his arrest was illegal. The 
court refused to give the instructions prayed for ; but instructed 
the jury, that if the defendant took up the slave in good faith, hav- 
ing reasonable grounds to suspect he was a runaway, he was 
justifiable. 

Per Cur. Bihh, Ch. J. The instructions asked, supposes that 
Higbee, and all othervS, were bound at their peril to yield obedience 
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to the permit contained in the paper exhibited. To this the court 
cannot assent. The paper contains, on the i)avt of the plaintili; an 
agreement that the slave »hall bargain and trade for hiniBell', from 
the 2Cth September, till the first of May, and pass and repass from 
Livingston in Kentucky, to Morgantown in Virginia. However 
well satisfied the master may have been to turn his slave loose 
upon society, to bargain and trade for himself, and to ask society 
to it, yet it does not follow that society was bound to submit to it. 

Without attempting to define what shall be the fortn of a law- 
ful pass, or permit, to a slave, it may be safely afiSrmed, that no 
paper can be such a one, which on its face is a violation of public 
policy, and the security of society ; which shows that the slave is 
going at large, to do that which is forbidden expressly by the 
statute law. That slaves shall not be frivolously arrested, when 
proceeding on the lavi^ful business of the owner, or when acting in 
their proper and lawful sphere, by permission of the owner, is due 
to the master and his right of property. That the master shall not 
let loose his slave, with a permit from him to violate the established 
order and economy prescribed by law in relation to slaves, is due 
to society. These interests of the master on the one hand, and of 
society on the other, are concerned in the question involved in this, 
controversy. But without abridging the lawful powers of the mas- 
ter, to use his property in the slave, it may be safely declared that 
this paper given by the master in the slave violated that duty which 
he as owner owed to the laws and to society. 

The paper contained the master's assent and permission to the 
slave to go at large from September to May ; from Smithland to 
Morgantown, to bargain and trade for himself, contains an autho- 
rity to hire himself, as well as to buy and sell, and deal In articles 
and commodities without a specification or limitation. These 
permissions, and such acts of the slave, are violations by master 
and slave, of the policy, spirit, and letter of the statute 16th Dec. 
1802, against permitting slaves to go at large and hire themselves. 
2 Dig. 11 59,; and the 12th sect, of the act of 1789, 2 Dig. 1152., 
against buying, selling, or receiving to, or from, or by a slave with- 
out a note in writing from the master expressive of the article. To 
pass and repass from Smithland to Morgantown, from the extreme 
southwestern to the northeastern limit of the state, and beyond 
into Virginia, to range in this direction from September to May, 
bargaining and trading for himself, is certainly going at large '.n 
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hostility to the settled order intended to be maintained by our stat- 
utes. Such licenses would tend to beget idle and dissolute habits 
in the particular slaves so indulged, as well as in others, and lead 
to depredations upon the property of others, and to crimes and 
insubordination. To such licenses and indulgences society are 
not bound to submit ; the master has no right to give such. Every 
person to whom such a permit was exhibited by a slave, might 
well suspect its authenticity. It was not a lawful pass or permit, 
it was a species of temporary and unlawful manumission ; unlaw- 
ful in its purpose and duration, wanting the solemn form, sanction, 
authentication, and safeguard, as a deed of emancipation, and by 
its terms and purposes, showing that the slave was not proceeding 
upon the lawful business of the master, but at the will and for the 
purposes of the slave himself. 

4. 

Jarrett v. Higbee. Oct. T. 1827. 5 Monroe's Rep. 546. 

The court held, that reasonable grounds to suspect the slave a 
runaway will justify taking him up. 

The warrant of commitment by the justice is evidence of pro- 
bable cause. 

5. 

HuTCHiNs V. Lee. Dec. T. 1827. Walker's Mississippi Rep. 293. 

Per Cur. Turner, J. In this case, we have been furnished with an 
elaborate and able report of the judge who presided at the trial of the 
slaves, are cause m the Claiborne circuit court, which we here insert. Phis 
r^ctoij, ^' report is so full, and the subject placed in a view so perspicuous, that 
and a non- tlicrc is nothing left for this court but to give the case due consldera- 

coinpli- . ° , ° 

ance with tion. After mature reflection, and a careful examination of the au- 

visioiis^"^" thorities cited in the report, I concur entirely with the opinion of the 

does not court below, and with the principles and reasons therein contained. 

nivalulate ' i r 

the sale. If The judgment of the court below is, therefore, affirmed, 
seh for less Judgcs Black and Winchester concurred. 

nioi»oy, iie- 
canse of 

any neg- Report — By Hon. Juds'e Child. 

Ject in the . ' ^ * 

sheritr to Appeal from the circuit court of Claiborne county. As the de- 
dutyihere- ciiion under consideration in this case was made on the circuit by 
a"rlJctio!7 t'^e judge of the first district, by art. 5, sec. 2. of the constitution, 
against tlie it bccomcs mv duty to report to the supreme court the reasons 

sherirt for t % 

damageK. upon which that opinion was founded. This was not a hasty, in- 



The provi- 
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the sale of 
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considerate decision, made in the hurry of business at nisi-prius. 
On the contrary, it was made under all the advantages that an 
elaborate research of six months could bestow, surrounded with 
complete libraries, and with ample time for thought and reflection. 
The case is an action of detinue for a runaway slave, by the ori- 
ginal owner against the vendee at sheriff's sale. The single point 
propounded for investigation and decision fully appears in the bill 
of exceptions which is made a party of the record. 
The cause was considered by the circuit court in three aspects : 

1. Upon the strength of decided cases in point, and the weight 
of authority to be found in analogous decisions. 

2. As a vexed question, to be determined upon the reasons of 
the case, with a view to public policy, and the state of society, where 
the rule was to operate, as law hereafter, in similar cases. 

3. As a new question, and difficult, when considered with a 
view to the past, present, and future sales of a similar nature in a 
slave holding state. On the part of the plaintiff, it was insisted 
upon the first point, that this was a naked power, not coupled with 
an interest, and that in or/ier to make the sale valid, every pre-re- 
quisite to the creation (»('d execution of the power should precede 
its completion ; and cited 4 Wheaton's Rep. 77. 79.; Williams v. 
Peyton, 4 Cranch's V%i'p. 403.; Steel's exr. v. Course, 9 Cranch's 
Rep. 64. ; Parker v. Rule's lessee, and Sugden on powers, were 
relied on. On the part of the defendant it was contended, that 
these cases in WheatoKi apd Cranch did not apply : because there, 
the decisions went entirely upon the ground of notice to the ori- 
ginal proprietor, in whom the property remained until the sale had 
actually taken place ; but in the case of a runaway slave, or an 
estray, so soon as the time of the first publication expired, accord- 
ing to law the property in the runaway slave vested in the county, 
the same as an estray at common law, vested in the king, or lord 
of the liberty. Jacob, 441 ; 1 Black. Com. 297., and cases there 
cited. It is said an estray is any valuable animal that is not wild, 
found within a lordship, and whose owner is not known ; in which 
case if it be tried and proclaimed according to law, and not claimed 
by the owner within a year and a day, it belongs to the king, with- 
out even the equity of redemption. So, by our runaway slave 
laws, R. C. page 376-7,, and Estray Laws, S. B. page 33L, after 
being proclaimed according to law, in the case of a runaway slave, 
six months, and in the case of an estray twelve months, the slave, 
or estray, belongs to the county, to be sold according to law ; and 
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in both these cases the provisions of the statute are 'purely direc- 
tory ; and whether complied with, or not, cannot afi'ect the title of 
the vendor at such sale, without fraud ; who, upon the strictest 
rule of caveat emptor is only required to see the pre-requisites to 
the property vesting in the county, had been pompiied with, and 
preserve them as monuments of his title. In a much stronger 
case than the present, repoirted in 4 Dall. Rep. 220., the court say 
It has been urged, that there is no proof that advertisements of the 
sale were posted up at public places ; but if the sdle was a fbir one, 
we regard this as a very feeble objection. 

The act of making such advertisements is the duty of the sheriff; 
is a matter merely directory, and should not affect the title of a 
bona fide purchaser ; and I think the case would be a much harder 
one, if the original proprietor of a runaway slave could be permitted 
to disturb the title of a bona fide vendee at sheriff's sale, on account 
of irregularity in the sale, subsequent to the title vesting in the 
county. If the amount of sale has been diminished for want of le- 
gal notice to purchasers, his remedy, if any, is against the officers 
as in other cases. In this case, all the pre-requisites to vesting the 
title in the county, were complied with, and the plaintiff 's claim is 
the amount of the proceeds of sale, after deducting costs, charges 
and commissions. One reason why the cases from Wheaton and 
Cranch do not apply here, is because those cases were decided 
apon the ground that there was a defect of notice to the proprie- 
tor : here the proprietor had a strict legal notice in every particu- 
lar pre-requisite. But the most striking feature which redeems 
this case from the operation of all the authorities cited by the plain- 
tiff, with reference to private special powers, is, that in those cases 
an actual sale in strict pursuance of the power, is necessary to a 
divestiture of title ; but in this case, the title is good before the 
pre-requisites of sale commenced. When an execution is placed 
in the hands of the sheriff, it constitutes a general lien upon all the 
property of the defendant ; and when a levy is actually made, the 
property is in the sheriff, pro tanto, for all the purposes of sale to 
satisfy the execution. And in such cases, the law protects bona 
fide purchasers without fraud, although the sheriff may render him- 
self liable for misconiluct. In accordance with this doctrine, it is 
laid down in 2 Bacon, 741 (a.) if upon his judgment, the plaintiff 
takes out a writ of fieri facias and thereupon the sheriff sells a term 
for years to a stranger, and the judgment is afterwards reversed, 
the defendant shall only be restored to the money for which the 
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term was sold, and not the term itself; for by the writ, tlic sberill' 
had authority to sell, and if the sale may be avoided, afterwards, 
few would be willing to purchase under execution, which would 
render writs of execution of no effect, 

2d. Although this doctrine contemplates the reversal of a 
judgment, and the subversion of the authority by virtue of which 
the execution issued, yet, in order to protect the bona fide pur- 
chasers and grant titles, the sale under such ^jircumstances will be 
held naliiL 

Again, in the case of Goodyire v. Pricx^, Cro. p. 246., the ques- 
tion was moved, whether, (on the reversal of a judgment for er- 
ror, under which, by writ of eligU, a lease for years of tithes had 
been delivered to plaintiff, in satisfaction of his debts,) the party 
should be restored to the lease itself, or the value for whicii the 
sheriif had delivered it. The court unanimously determined, that 
the lease should be. restored ; for, say they, " there is a difference 
between the delivery upon an digit to the party himself, and a 
sale to a stranger upon afi£n facias, for the fieri facias authority to 
the sheriff to sell ; whereforcj when he sells a term to a stranger, 
although the execution is reversed; yet he shall not, by virtue 
thereof, be re?;tored to tlie term, but to the monies, because he be- 
comes duly thereto, by act of sale," 

In unison with these authorities was the determination of Judge 
Spencer, in the suit of Sandford v. Roosa, 12 Johns. Rep. 162. That 
a sale of lands even on a junior execution was good, and the court 
remarked : " the only remedy the one whose execution was first 
delivered has, is by action against the sheriff." Notwithstanding, 
in this instance, the property sold was bound and subject to the 
elder exeeutlon, yet, the sale thereof, under the junior executions 
was pronounced legal and valid ; doubtless on considerations of 
public policy and expediency. If a sale of real property or lands, 
under such circuT;''^~.ices, conveys a good title to the purchaser, 
afoniori, a dispc&lf'jn of personal estate, under like circum- 
slances, will vest an indisputable title in the vendee. In the case 
under consideration, by the expiration of six months, and due pub- 
lication made duringjhat period of the apprehension, incarcera- 
tion, and description of the slave in controversy, as required by the 
statute, the absolute title to him, analogously to the doctrine of 
estrays, vested in the county. If this conclusion be undeniable, 
the pUiintKFthen, it follows irresistibly, cannot maintain this action, 
ihough the sale were void. The statute having divested him of the 
35 
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property, his right of action is gone ; and in such cases Uluj max- 
im of law is ^^poriior at condilio (Uifcntentis.''^ 

The statute provides, on the subject of runaway shwcF, that an 
advertisement describing the person, &c., inserted in some public 
newspaper, for the space of six months, and no owner \mv\uv; 
claimed, and proved his ri^^iit thereto, at or before the expiration 
of six months, it shall be lawful for the sheriff to sell, &c. On 
an observance of these pro-requisites mentioned, an absolute power 
accrues to the sheriff to sdl, and with regard to authority, lus situa- 
tion is the same as if acting under the sanction of a judgment of a 
court of record : he is equally empowered by the one, as by the 
other; and these provisons of the statute, which prescribe the terms 
of sale to the officer, whether under execution, or a runaway slave, 
under the statute, are purely directory, as before contended ; and 
should any of the wmwiite be omitted by the sheriff, it will not 
invalidaie the sale, but, if it sell for a less amount, on account of 
such omission, indemnification may be obtained upon his otRcial 
rcjsponsibiiity. The principles here contended for, are recognized 
and established by an authority, or case, in 2 Bibb's Rep. 402. 
(202.) This case was entirely analogous to the one under 
consideration. It w^as an action for the recovery of slaves, &c. In 
2 Bay's Rep., is also a case in point. Such are the reasons, and 
such the authorities upon which the decision below was founded. 
If a runaway slave be considered in the light of an. estra}', then 
the original proprietor loses his title under the six months' adver- 
tisement and proclamation ; and he must then rely upon the pur- 
chase money, or go upon the cfficer for damages. And in the 
second place, if it be lawful for the sheriff to sell on the expira- 
tion of six months, the requisitions of the statute, as to (he manner 
of sale, are purely directory, and the vendee, without fraud, is pro- 
tected in his title against the owner, where remedy is the same as in 
other cases where the power to sell accrues by operation of law. 
As to the other consideration ; if this is to be considered a new 
or vexed question, or, ssthe English judges sometimes term it, an 
ihte^^ral point. I believe the gentlemen of the bar, as well as the 
court, are unanimous in the opinion, that the judgment ought 
to be affn^med ; it is, therefore, neither necessary nor expedient to 
discuss those points again. 
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0. 

Labranciie v. Watkins. .Tuiio T. 18J.0. 4 Martin's Louisiana 

Uep. 39J. 

Per Cui\ JMarlin, J. Tlio plaintifl' complains that the (Icfcnd- a riuKuvny 
ant detains his negro slave. The defendant answers, that the slave '"'"^ V '"'V, 

^ not he sold 

ran avvay, and was delivered to him as jailor ; that he advertised and •»,v.ii«' 
detained hiin during the time prescribed by law, and finally sold yUr'n iifu r 
him, after having obtained the permission of the parish judge; that IJ')! 
lie has since bought the vendee's title to the slave, under which he tiwiuoui. 
now holds him. The facts, as agreed upon by the counsel of the 
parties, are these : The slave was brought to jail on the 20th of 
July, 1S13; and on the IGth of August, the defendant wrote to a 
person in New Orleans to advertise the negro throe times, accord- 
ing to practice. There is no other evidence of any compliaucc 
with the defendant's directions in this respect, except a newsjiaper, 
bearing date of the 3d of September, 1813 ; and the 29di of 
August, 1815, the sale took place. There is not any date to the 
petition of the defendant for the judge's leave, nor to the judge's 
order thereon. The only fact stated in this petition is, " that the 
negro had been confined as a runaway two years, completed on 
the 29th of July, 1815." The compliance with any requisites of 
the law is not alleged ; it is not stated that the negro was not 
claimed. The slave was sold by the defendant to Henry Wyatt, 
who immediately afterwards, viz. on the same day, conveyed all 
his rights therein for the price at which it was sold to him. The 
plaintilf produced a notarial act of sale, as evidence of his title, 
which does not appear to have been questioned. On the 20th of 
September, 1814, he sen*, his son to r.Wnn the negro, with a letter 
to the parish judge, complaining, that from the defendant's neglect 
to advertise the negro, as the law requires, he had not till then any 
knowledge of his confinement. Eighty dollars were offered to the 
defendant for his charges ; but he claimed one hundred and eighty. 
On the i;cknowledgement of the defendant's deput}', that the 
negro had been advertised in one paper only, the parish judge 
made an order for his delivery, on payment of two months' ex- 
penses, and the fees of arrest ; but the defendant refused to deliver 
the negro thereon. It is admitted that the negro was sick ; that 
at the time of the plaintiff's application the doctor's bill amounted 
to eight dollars, and afterv/ards rose to forty-one ; that he was not 
confined, worked out, and attended the defendant's deputy as a 
servant. On these facts, the district court gave judgment, that the 
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plaintilV recover the negro from the defendant, and one liunJred 
and eighty-five dollaris and twenty-five cents for his damages ; and 
the defendant appealed. The 28th section of the fn st part of the 
hiack code provides, thai runaway slaves shall he advertised, in at 
least two newspapers, in French and English, during three months 
successively, and, after that time, once a month during the remain- 
der of the year. They shall he employed and kept at work for 
the county, hy whom clothing, medicine, attendance, and mainte- 
nance shall he found ; hut these expenses shall he discharged by 
the owner, when the negro cannot be usefully employed. 

The next section provides, that if the owner do not reclaim the 
negro within two years from the date of the adveitisement in the 
newspaper, in compliance with the preceding section, he shall 
be sold by the sheriff, with the permission of the judge, after three 
advertisements, for the payment of the cliarges, to be fixed by the 
judge. Now, the case under consideration does not appear, fron» 
the petition or order, to be one in which the sale could be ordered. 
The negro is stated to have been in jail two years ; but the law 
allows only the sale of slaves who have been unreclamed dxxvm^ two 
years, not after the arrest, but after the date of the first advertise- 
ment. The parish judge can only order the slaves advertised tor 
one year ; the case on paper does not show that the negro was ad- 
vertised at alL Admitting even that the order justified the sale, 
(which we clearly think it does not,) the testimony on record shows 
that no legal sale has taken place. The defendant sold to himself. 
— Wyatt lent his name. This fact results from the evidence spread 
on the record. A runaway negro is delivered to the jailor, who 
neglects advertising him according to law ; the owner, however, 
hears of the capture of his slave, makes himself known, claims his 
property, tenders more than is due,yet the slave is withheld . The jai- 
lor obtains an order of sale, without any allegation or proof of the 
case being one in which the law authorises a sale ; he sells the slave 
after o?ieadvertisement,while the law requires three ; executes a deed 
of sale to a man, who instantly transfers all his right to the jailor. 
We are of opinion, that the order of sale was rendered in a case in 
which the judge who granted it, from the very proceedings, does 
not appear to have had any authority to exercise. It consequently 
must be viewed as a nullity. The defendant, from the testimony 
in the case, made a fraudulent attempt to divest the plaintiff from 
his title in the slave. The damages allowed to the latter do not 
appear to us too high. Judgment affirmed, with costs. 
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7. 

I*ALi''iiEY V. ItiVAS. Jan. T. 7 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 

371. 

Martin, J. The petition cliaigcs, that the defendant having ar- [/^ 

rested the plaintiff's runaway slave, instead of pursuing the means i»"m\v«y 

which the law dn^ects, in order to secure him, kept him at work four or<ivo 

on Ifis own plantation for fourteen or fifteen days ; after wliich the irlj.I'Hl" 

slave escaped, and has never been heard of since. Tlierc was "^""'^ 

judgment for the defendant, and the plaintiff appealed. From the word to the 

statement of facts, which consists of the depositions of a number Si*^'t(> * 

of witnesses, it appears, that the defendant arrested the plaintiff's |,'i,\7a'nd 

slave on a Sunday, secured him in strong iron fetters, and informed '''e •'I'fpr 

, , . ..y. „ , . , 111 Tr enters into 

the plamtili of the capture, proposing to purchase the slave. He a treaty 
also procured a gentleman of the neighborhood to address the Ii^anJi^Sif, 
plaintiff on the same subject. Both letters reached the plaintiff, who 
immediately addressed the gentleman who had written, at the de- escajKfs, 
fendant's request, ■Rnclosing a small sum to defray the expenses of 
the capture, and requesting him to inform the defendant that he [ej^j,5unt^^ 
might have the negro for a price which was then fixed. In the tiiesii- 
meantime, during the night between the Thursday and Friday fol- court will 
lowing the slave's arrest, he effected his escape. In the letter of Il[Ij\SiciL 
the plaintiff to his friend, desiring him to offer the slave for sale to 
the defendant, he requested that, if the offer was not accepted, the 
slave might be taken to a blacksmith, put in irons, and kept till an 
opportunity to send him to New Orleans presented itself ; but, if 
none could be had shortly, that he might be sent to jail. The fet- 
ters put on him by the defendant are sworn to have been very 
strong, and in the opinion of the witnesses such as precluded the 
idea of his escape. The defendant, it appears, treats thus the ne- 
groes whom he arrests, and makes no charge against the owners. 
The plaintifl' rehes on the act of 1816, 2 Martin's Digest, 514. 
n. G., which provides, that whenever a slave shall be apprehended, 
he shall be taken before the parish judge, or the next justice of the 
peace, who shall make inquiry as to his name, and that of his own- 
er, and send him to jail, &c. He contends, that as the defendant 
did not comply with the requisites of the law, he must be liable 
for the consequences. On the part of the defendant, it is insisted, 
that the positive charge in the petition, viz. that the slave was kept 
at work for the defendant is disproven, and the implied charge of 
a neglect to comply with the requisites of the act cited, is not pre- 
sented as a substantial cause of action^ which the defendant was 
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bound to disprove. We are of opinion that the petition charges 
the neglect of the defendant in a manner suOiciently positive to 
put him on his defence. The act requires a person who taltes up 
a runaway sUive to carry him before a magistrate, but it does not 
tlx any partlcuUir time for doing so. The taker up cannot be ex- 
pected instantly to abandon his own work, and go, accompanied by 
his own negroes, to the justice. A reasonable lime must be allow- 
ed for that purpose. And this is a matter of fact. If he ha.H busi- 
ness of his own pressing on him, which does not admit of a delay, 
he may secure the runaway during ^ reasonable time. If the own- 
er resides nearer to him than the justice, he may well send him 
word to come and take his slave away. If the latter escape in the 
mean while, it is not clear that the taker up is to bear the loss. — 
J^emiini debet mum ojjicium esse noceosiim. Taking up a runawi^y 
slave is generally a kindly oifiee. No private man is bound to 
undertake it. 

It is true, the law provides a compensation, but few persons de- 
mand or accept it, and the defendant appears to be one of those. 
The law of this case is pretty plain ; and the jury who passed on 
it had but two facts to consider : Did the defendant neglect to 
carry the slave to a magistrate foi too long a time 1 Did not the 
plaintiff approve of the slave being kept as he was 1 They have 
found for the defendant generally; and we are far from seeing 
that they erred. This is certainly a vf ry hard action, and every 
allowance must be made in favor of the defendant, who acted with 
the best intentions, desirous of avoiding any useless expense to the 
plaintiff, and who treated the slave in the very manner in which 
plaintiff desired he might be treated, if the defendant did not pur- 
chase him. The jury, who knew the situation of the defendant, 
his distance from the next magistrate, and his ability to spare hands 
to guard the slave on the way, have said the plaintiff ought not to 
recover. 

The plaintitT, in two letters^ before and after he heard of the 
escape of the slave, does not appear to have disapproved — did not 
complain of the conduct of the defendant. On the contrary, he 
used expressions therein, which might be constmed into an appro- 
bation of his conduct ; and if the verdict was grounded on a belief 
that it was approved and ratified by the plaintiff, we cannot say 
that the jury erred. Upon the whole, the verdict and judgment 
appear to us correct. 
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8. 

Skinner v. Fleet. Aug. T. 1817. 14 John's. Rep. 2G3. 

The court held, tlmt where a slave rnn away from his master, 
who was an inhahitant of the state of Conueclicut, and came to 
New-Yorlv, where he was taken and sold hy his master to a peison 
in New-York, but whose residence was in Connecticut, and who was 
temporarily engaged in business in the city of New-York, the sale 
was valid under the act of 1801. 1 K. & R. GM. ; and the slave 
was not entitled to his freedom. The case is not within ihc mis- 
chief intended to be guarded against by the statute. 

9. 

IIoGa V. Keller et al.. Nov. T. 1819. 2 Nott and M'Cord, 113. 

Trespass for whipping the plaintiff's negro. Defendants, to jus- The puss 
tify under the patrol law, that the negro's pass did not state where slatowhero 
he was going. Vevdict for defendant. J'^p slj^ve ia 

Per Cur. Colcock, J. The law does not require a master to Hufiicicnt if 
state, in every pass, to what place the negro sliall be permitted to a iwrnrS 
go. It is sufficient if it express a leave of absence for such a time : 

' 'a specinea 

2 Brev. 231. The defendants, therefore, were guilty of a trespass 
on the plaintiff's property, and he is entitled to a verdict. New 
trial granted. 



(XIX.) OF THE EMANCIPATION OF SL AVES. 

(A.) By Deed. 
1. 

M CuTCHEN c-t al V. Marshall et al. January T. 1834. 

8 Peter's Rep. 220. 

Justice Thompson, in speaking of the right of owners to eman- pmancipa- 
cipate their slaves, uses these words : " As a general proposition, ^ 
it would seem a little extraordinary to contend, that the owner of strained or 
property is not at liberty to renounce his right to it, either abso- 
] lately, or in any modified manner he may think proper. As be- 
tween the owner and his slave, it would require the most explicit 
prohibition by law to restrain the right. Considerations of policy, 
with respect to this species of property, may justify legislatii e regu- 
lation, as to the guards and checks under which such manumission 
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shall take place, especially, so as to provide against the public's 
becoming chargeable lor the maintenance of slaves so manumitted. 



0 



Ferguson et al. v. Saeah. June T. 1830. 4 J. J. Marshall's 

Rep. 103. 

Enoch Smith, an abolitionist, bought Sarah, the wife of negro 
oniyTmy'^ Ben, a frcc man of eoloi*, and sold her to Ben, in ;1809, for the 
puto'"^' purpose of being emancipated, and took Ben's notes at long credits 
in payment. Smith, the vendor, wished Ben to liberate his wife 
without delay, as he was becoming embarrassed, and he might be 
eventually unable to do it in consequence of the claims of his credi- 
tors. A deed was prepared by Smith in the year 1813, r.nd exe- 
cuted by Ben, in which he emancipated his wife and her children. 
Ben had not paid Smith the amount of the notes given for Sarah. 
Smith lived some years after, and always recognized Sarah and 
her children as free persons. 

Ben died intestate in 1818, and Smith in 1835. Ferguson was 
his executor, and was also appointed administrator of Ben, and 
took Sarah and her children, and was about selling them for the 
purpose of satisfying the debt due from Ben to Smith, for tl.e price 
of Sarah. A bill was filed, alleging these facts, and an injunction 
awarded restraining the sale. The answer alleges, that the rights 
of the testator, as creditor, were not impaired by his agency in 
effecting the emancipation. The circuit court perpetuated the 
injunction. 

Per Cur. Robinson, Ch. J. Ferguson, as administrator of Ben, 
had no interest in the plaintiffs, nor any right to control them. 
Pre-existing creditors of Ben, who did not assent to the deed of 
emancipation, might disregard it so far as their just claims might 
be affected by it. For the maxim, that a man must be just before 
he is generous, was applied to the emancipator by the act of as- 
sembly of 1798, (2 Dig. 1155.,) whereby the rights of creditors, 
and all others, except "the heirs or legal representatives'' of the 
emancipator are saved. 

But after manumission, the person so liberated is free as against 
the emancipator, and the world besides; excepting only bona fide 
creditors, or some other person who had a better right to the slave 
than the person had, who attempted the liberation; and as to such 
creditor, his right does not nullify the act of emancipation, nor 
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otherwise afFect it, farther than as a lion for the ultimate security 
of the debt. 

The person emancipated is no part of the assets in the hands of 
the personal representatives of the emancipator. The emancipa- 
tion being eflectual against the emancipator, must be equally so 
agaittvSt his heir and personal representatives. And the act of as- 
sembly expressly declares}, that it shall be equally so against them 
all. 

As administrator of Ben, Ferguson had no right whatever to the 
custody of the defendants in error, nor hn^d he as executor of Smith, 

The act of 1798 v^ould have saved the right of E, Smith, as the 
creditor of Ben. But it would have saved it, just as the common 
law and the statutes for the prevention of gifts, grants, or devises 
in/raud of creditors will protect their rights from the fraud or pre- 
mature generosity of their creditors. The law will not allow the 
honest creditor to be defrauded of his just rights by the collusive 
or voluntary alienation by the debtor of his property. But if the 
crtjditor be privy to the alienation, and assent to it, it is not fraudulent, 
nor inoperative as to him. Volenti non jit injuria. In this case the 
testator was not only privy to {he eraancipalion, but urged and as- 
sisted in effecting it. Decree perpetuating the injunction affirmed. 

3 

TauDEAu's ExR. V. RoBiNETTE. Jan. T. 1817, 4 Martin's 

Louisiana Rep. 577. - 

Per Cur. Martinr J. The plaintiff claims the defendant as a A deed of 

* emancipa- 

slave; stating her to be a mulatto woman born from a negro woman, tion of a 
the slave of his testator ; avers that she pretends to be free, and is der^rtie"age 
about to sail for the island of Cuba. Her answer denies every J^j^^' 
fact in the petition. Judgment has been given for her in the dis- 
trict court, and the plaintiff has appealed. The case comes upon 
a statement of facts, and a bill of exceptions. The statement ap- 
prises us, that at the trial, before a jury, the plaintiff introduced a 
bill of sale from his testator to Gardette, and a reconveyance from 
Gardette : the first, of March 20th, 1809, the other of April 17th, 
of the same year. The defendant first introduced a letter of the 
plaintiff's testator of October 11th, 1808, containing the follow- 
ing expressions: "Robinette, a child of my house, having always 
acted in a manner different from that of girls of her color, I am 
happy that she finds the opportupHy of securing her happiness, 
36 
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especially at the eve of the day when her young mistress is linger 
the necessity of calling her back near her, or of replacing her," 
Tlie testator then offers her to Gardette for 1000 dollars. 

2. A bill of sale of Robinette from James Mather, styling himself 
attorney in fact of. George Mather and Aurone, the wife of said 
George, one of the testator's daughters, of July 1810, to A. Abat. 

3. Another, from the latter to A. B. Tureau, of the 22d of 
December, of the same year. 

4. One from the latter to the defendant's mother, now, and then, 
a free negro woman, of Sept. 10, 1811. 

5. A deed of emancipation of the defendant, dated July 21, 
1812. 

G. The record of a suit, instituted by George Mather and wife 
against Abat, for a part of the jf)rice of the defendant. Gardette* 
a witness introduced by the defendant, deposed, that he had known 
her for ten years past j that she is the person he bought from the 
plaintiff 's testator; that she always passed as the plaintiff's 
testator's slave, and he hired her as such ; that he believes the 
testator knew of the sale of the defendant by Mather to Abat, 
because he was told so by the family, and the bargain was made 
at the house of one of the testator's daughters. 

Lozane, another witness, introduced also by the defendant, de- 
posed, that the defendant had been in the enjo^ ment of her free- 
dom for some years past ; that Gardette, the other witness, lives 
with and has three or four children by her. The plantiff proved 
tliat he had taken up and confined the defendant, but that she was 
liberated on a habeas corpus^ 

To the introduction of the deed of emancipation, as evidence, 
the plaintiff objected, it appearing illegal on its face. The defend- 
ant was stated in it to be of the age of twenty-four, a fact which 
was not denied, while the law forbids the emancipaton of slaves 
under that oi thirty. 1807, 18, sect. 2. A bill of exceptions was 
taken to the opinion of the court, overruling this objection ; and in 
sealing it, the judge stated his reasons as follows: "I allowed the 
act of emancipation to go to the jury for what it was worth, 
although at the time I considered it immaterial to the real issue of 
the case whether it was legally executed or not. Trndeau was 
plaintiff; and I charged the jury, that if his testator had parted 
with his title to the defendant, he had no right to recover ; that 
the validity of the act of emancipation was a question between the 
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person who made it, or his creditors, and the defendant, and not 
to be tried in this cause, therefore, not for their consideration.'* 
^e lliinkthe judge*s view of the question, atthetime^ which, out of 

the hurry of a trial, he would himself have considered erroneous 

an incorrect one. If the evidence was immaterial to the issue, 
why admit it ? We are of opinion that the document, had it been 
a legal one, would have been most material, a sine qua non piece of 
evidence. But we think it was illegal, null, and void ; the officer 
who received it having done so in contempt, if he was not igno- 
rant, of the law A slave, considered as an object of property, is 
a thing, and as such, not entitled or capable to resist the exer- 
cise of ownership on him (as an actor in a suit, or on a writ of 
habeas corpus, nor as a defendant) on account of a want of title 
in the person who claims or uses him as his property. If he bring 
suit, or be sued on a claim of property on him, the issue can only 
be liber vel noiu If he prove his freedom, no title can exist in his 
oppoi^ent, till his freedom be proven ; there is no person to stand 
in judgment with the claimant, who therefore could neither avail 
himself of, nor be concluded by, the judgment. Civil Code, art. 
19.; Black Code, 1816, 33. Sect. 16. Here the defendant clearly 
appears to have been a slavc^ and there is no evidence of emancir- 
pation* If the plantiff has parted with his title to a -known person, 
who is unwilling to incur the risk and expense of a trial, and does 
not insist on his right, the slave has no capacity to resist. If the 
^owner be unknown, -it is as if he did not exist. If he be known, 
and absent, the court below might have appointed a person to inter- 
fere in his behalf. Owners ought not to be subjected to support 
or exhibit their titles, contradictorily with their slaves. Whenever 
the issue liber vel non is found in their favor, the court must give 
judgment for them, without any inquiry into the title. As this in- 
quiry would not avail them against other claimants, it would be 
wrong to prejudge, by trj'ing the claim, the rights of others. 

It is, therefore, ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the judg- 
ment of the district court be annulled, avoided, and reversed, and 
that plaintiff do recover the defendant Robinette, and that she 
return t'. him as his slave. 
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4. 

Sawney v. Carter. March T. 1828. C llancrs Rep. 173. 

\nd the Couller, J. It haa been dcGkled by tins court, that a deed 

deed mutrt of emancipation, not recorded in the proper court, but in some 
id other, gives no title to freedom until properly recorded. Givens v. 

M^""> ^ ^^P- ^^^'J Lew'S^ V. Fullerton, I Rand's Rep. 16. 

The same principle was decided in Donaldson v. Jade, Bib b'sRep. 

67. But the law is now changed in Kentucky by the act of 1800, 
* 2 Litt. 387. 



5. 
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WiNNEY V, Cartwright. Spring T. 1821. 3 Marshall's 

Rep. 493. 

Trespass, assault and battery. The question turned upon the 
issue of freedom or slavery of the appellant. It appeared a Mrs. 
emucky. Reed had owned him, and had executed a deed of manu mission,, 
and acknowledged it to be her act and deed before two persons. 
The court rejected this evidence. 

Per Cur. Mills, J. By the act of 1800, 2 Litt. Rep. 387., it 
is enacted, " that every person of the age of 18 years, being pos- 
sessed of, or having a right to, any slave or slaves, may, by his or 
her last will and testament, or by an instrument of writing, emanci- 
pate such slave or slaves." By the express words of this act the 
power is granted to emancipate, by a will, or instrument of tcriting, 
so timt, whenever the instrument of writing is made by that person, 
the emiancipation is complete. The seal is dispensed with. If the 
act of emancipation goes so far as the completion of what may be 
termed an instrument of writing, that is, a writing declaring its ob- 
ject, and signed by the party, the appendage of a seal is not neces- 
sary. The proof of the acknowledgment is dispensed with, so 
far as it constitutes an essential ingredient in the manumission. 
Since the passage of the act, we conceive that a writing emanci- 
pating a slave is placed on the footing of a will after the death of 
the testator, or a deed before its enrolment, and after the execution 
and delivery. It is valid, and passes the estate. 
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JuLiKN V. Langlisii. Jan. T. 1821. 9 Martin's Louisiana Uep. 

205, 

Per Cur. Mavlm, J. The T)otilion states, that Pclcr Landish, ^ freedom 
now deceased, beini? in his lifetime the owner of the i)lainti(i, hhIuvo, uu- 
a black iwan, emancipated him on the 24th of October, 1814, by a pi.chh'cJu- 
notarial act, after having fulfdled all the formalities which the law l''*'"" ^'"'^ 
requires. The act has a suspensive clause, by which a condition lus^muHtov 
is annexed to the emancipation of the plaintiff, who was thereby till his 
bound to continue to serve the said Peter, as before, till his, the iJo aftol-"'' 
said Peter's death, when the plaintiff wus fully, and without further Y^'^'''^^ 

fuse, (UKI 

restriction, to enjoy his freedom. The plaintiff alleges, that in or- attempt to 
der to comply with this condition, he ever since, gratefully and h",'," to ac;- 
exactly as before, served the said Peter, and regularly paid him u,7mthly 
twenty dollars per month, in conformity with an agreement on that eompcusa- 
subject made between them, and rendered him other services, when services, he 
requested, till the 23d of April, 1818. In thecourse of which year Sriiis'^ 
the said Peter instituted a suit against him, and one B. Schons, in freedom af- 

^ , terthemas. 

the parish court, to have the aforesaid deed of emancipation an- ter's deatii, 
nulled ; in which suit, the said Peter finally failed. 5 Martin's Rep. 
405. The judgment of the supreme court thereon pronounced, 
on the 23d of March, 1818, had scarcely become final, when, 
on the 8th day of the following month, the said Peter executed 
what is called a deed of revocation of this deed of emancipation, 
before a notary, and on the 23d, the plaintiff was, through the agen- 
cy of several ill-disposed persons, who availing themselves of the 
old age and infirmities of the said Peter, had prevailed on him to 
execute the deed of revocation, arrested, and deprived of every ar- 
ticle of property, even of his clothes, dragged to jail and inhuman- 
ly whipt : whereupon, in order to prevent the recurrence of such 
abuse, he resorted to the authority of the law, and instituted a suit 
against the said Peter, which he was afterwards advised to, and did 
discontinue. The petition further r barges, that the said Peter, on the 
9th of December following, instituted the present defendant his 
heir ; and he now, the said Peter having since died, wrongfully 
claims and detains the plaintiff as a part of the testator's estate. 
The answer states, that the plaintiff is, and has been a slave, and is 
the property of the defendant ; that the pretended deed of eman- 
cipation is null and void ; that, admitting its legality, it cannot 
avail the defendant, being a donatio mortis causa^ and having been 
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revolved. The general issue is pleaded. The district court guve 
judgment i'or the plaintid", being ol" opinion that "the act ofcinan- 
cipatio!! was executed In due form of law, and the plaintilF actjuircd 
by it an absolute and indefeasible rignt to his freedom, as the per- 
son therein mentioned ; and between the execution of the act and 
the death of said Peter, the latter had the same rule and authority 
over the plaintill as he had b(;fore ; but the right of freedom, hav- 
ing once been ac([uircd, could not afterwards be altered or forfeit- 
ed by any act of the plaintiff, or his master, because it is unaliena- 
ble." The defendant appealed. The documents which come up 
with the record, are the acts of emancipation and revocation ; the 
proceeding in the suit brought by Peter Langlish, to have the first 
act annulled, and in the suit brought against him by the present 
plaintilF, referred to in the petition. 

The deed of emancipation purports, that Peter Langlish, " by 
these presents, gives freedom to his negro slave, named Julien, 46 
years of age, gratuitously, and to remunerate him for his fidelity 
and former services, and those he is to render him until his death,; 
which freedom is given under the express condition, that he shall 
serve his present master as before till he die ; after whose death he 
is to enjoy it fully, without any opposition or contradiction from 
any person whatever. Wherefore, au moyeu de quoi, he divests 
himself, and parts with all his right of property and actions on 
the said slave Jt/iim, in order that he may deal, contract, sell, pur- 
chase, make a will, and enjoy all the privileges of a- freeman, after 
the grantor's death." 

Boisgobert deposed, that Peter Langlish told him, the plaintiff 
should never serve any other master after his death ; that the plain- 
tiff always conducted himself well, and never ran away. It is in 
the deponent's knowledge, that the plaintiff continued to serve his 
master faithfully, until he was put in prison. 

About ten years ago P. Langlish told this deponent, that the 
plaintiff worked in town, and paid him eighteen dollars per month. 
The deponent then lived on the Bayou, and now lives on the Bayou 
road. P. Langlish lived at the Metadrie, about a league and a 
half from town. The deponent has since been frequently in the 
neighborhood, and seen the plaintifi coming out of his master's 
plantation with vegetables. A number of other witnesses testified 
to the same fact. The jailor deposed, that the plaintiff was brought 
to the jail on the 23d of April, 1818, and whipt. This was done, 
and he was detained on the verbal order of the defendant, by one 
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Valcour, who conducted the plaintifV to the jail The latter re- 
mained there till released by an order ol'court, on the 23d of May 
following. 

Dutillet saw the plaintift' when he was going to jail, and asked 
him what was the matter. He replied, that his master, who was 
an old rogue, sent him to jail, and wanted to deprive him of his 
liberty. Another witness deposed to the same feet. Bcaulieu de- 
pobed, that he knew P. Langlish for twenty-two years ; that he 
enjoyed his mental faculties till his death. 

The deed of revocation bears date of the 18th of April, 181-8. 
P. Langlish therein declares, in general terms, that he has "just 
and valid motives to change his dispositions," and revokes and an- 
nuls the act of emancipation. 

We are of opinion, that the plaintiff has not proved that lie ful- 
filled the condition on which he was to be free at his master's 
death, and it is in proof that he did not. He refused to serve him 
as a slave, and was desirous of compelling him to accept, in lieu 
of his services, a monthly compensation of eighteen dollars. He 
brought a suit for this purpose, which he afterwards discontinued. 
The testimony of Dutillet, and the witness who followed him, show 
that he insisted on enjoying his freedom before the death of his 
master, since he charged him with being an old rogue, who was 
seeking to deprive him of his freedom. It is, therefore, ordered, 
adjudged, and decreed, that the judgment of the district court be 
annulled, avoided, and reversed, and that there be judgment for 
the defendant. 

7. 

Fisher's Negroes v. Dabbs and others. March T- 1834. 
G Yerger's Tennessee Rep. 119. 

On the 31st of July, 1827, Peter Fisher made and published tn'etZ 
his last will and testament, and therein, among other thin"S, pro- cipating 

° 3 ' t slaves iH 

vided and directed as follov/s, to wit : " I give my negroes, all of not valid 
them, their freedom, and a right to live on my tract of land fifteen 0^11^1^^^^ 
years ; also, there is to be laid out of my present crop, one year's the 'riciit'** 
support; there is to be laid off' a sufficient quantity of horses, cows, communi- 
hogs and farming utensils for them to make a support ; to be d 1- r.lave is iin- 
vided by persons appointed by the court, if any of my negroes {•['jhe ^Jate 
withdraw from the land, he has no right any farther to do any thing a«-!ei>tH to 
with the land ; but his share falls to the rest, until the time allowed tract or de- 
them on the land expires ; then all my property, not disposed of, 
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after paying my debts, is to be equally divided between my bro- 
ther's and sister's children," Shortly after the publieation of this 
will, the testator died, and probate was had of it in the county 
court of Sumner. The persona appointed executors declining to 
act, Jeremiah Fisher, one of the devisees of the residuum, was ap- 
pointed administrator with the will annexed, and presented to said 
court a petition for the emancipation of said slaves. But the pe- 
tition not containing the allegations required by law, or at least re- 
quired by the court, he declined proceeding any farther in the 
matter. He subsequently withdrew from the administration, filed 
a petition praying for an issue, and procured an issue of devastavit 
vel non to be made ; and after several trials, the issue was deter- 
mined in favor of the will, in the circuit court of Sumner, so far as 
related to the personal property disposed of by it ; and Jarncs 
Dabbs was duly appointed administrator with the will annexed. 
James Dabbs, it is alleged, though urged by the negroes, and those 
interested in their behalf, to file a petition in the county court of 
Sumner, for the purpose of procuring their emancipation, refused 
to do so, upon the ground that he was unwilling to sign the bonds 
required by law. In 1829, an act was passed by the legislature of 
Tennessee, entitled "An act more effectually to provide for eman- 
cipation of slaves." This uet provides, " That where any person 
shall, by his last will and testament, have directed any slave 
or slaves to be set free, it shall be the duty of the executors, 
or administrators with the will annexed, to petition the county 
court, accordingly ; and if the executor or administrator shall fail 
or refuse to do so, it shall be lawful for such slave or slaves to file 
a bill in equity by their next friend ; and upon its being made sat- 
isfactory to appear to the court, that said slave or slaves ought of 
right to be set free, it shall be so ordered by the court ; who shall 
thereupon require bond, with good security, to indemnify the county 
court under the existing laws upon that subject. And the chan- 
cellor, upon the filing of any such bill, shall make such interlocU" 
tory orders as may be deemed necessary to secure the rights 
of the respective parties." After the passage of the act of 1829, 
the bill of Levy, Handy, and others, by their next friend., Andrew 
Hays, was filed. The bill slates the foregoing facts, and prays 
that the complainants may be emancipated and declared free, and 
for an account of what they may be entitled to under the will. 
Jeremiah Fisher, one of the legatees of Peter Fisher, applied to 
the court to be made a defendant to this bill, which motion was 
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refused. He therenpon filed an original bill, in the nature of a 
cross bill, alleging that he had purchased from the other legatees 
of Peter Fisher, all their interest under the will ; which fact was 
proved. He also alleged, that the act of 1829 was unconstitutional 
and void ; that the chancellor had no jurisdiction to decree or act 
upon the matters stated in the original bill of complainants, Levey 
and others. Alleged, also, that if the act were constitutional, and 
the chancery court had jurisdiction, that the relief prayed ought 
not to be granted, because the slaves had not rendered such meri- 
torious services as would entitle them, under the laws ofTennesee, 
to be set free. That they were slaves of bad character, unwor- 
thy to be tolerated as free, and that in fact they would be a nui- 
sance to the neighborhood if they were free ; and that it was incon- 
sistent with the policy of the state to emancipate them, &c.; and 
charges, that Dabbs refused to file the petition nierely to give the 
chancery court jurisdiction. 

This bill, upon motion, was consolidated vi'ith the bill filed by 
the slaves. Hays and Dabbs answered the cross bill, denying 
most of the allegations in it, to which replic^ations were filed. 
Thus stood the cause when, in 1831, the legislature passed the 
following act, entitled " an act to explain and amend an act pass- 
ed Dec. T. 1829, ch. 29., more efiectnally to provide for the 
emancipation of slaves : " *' Be it enacted by the general assem- 
bly of the state of Tennessee, That the above recited act shall in 
no wise be so construed as to extend to any case where any per- 
son may, by their last will and testament, have directed any slave 
or slaves to be set free before the passage of the above recited act, 
which this is intended to amend ; but in all such cases where any 
suit shall have been instituted in the district chancery court, under 
the provisions of the act which this is intended to amend, it shall 
be the duty of the chancellor, at the first t(T»n of said court after 
the passage of this act, to have the same stricken from the docket ; 
and it is hereby made the duty of the clerk of said court to trans- 
mit to the clerk of the county court where the parties reside, the 
whole of the records and proceedings in said cause, which shall 
stand for trial at the first term of the county court thereafter, 
tmder the same rules, regulations, and restrictions, as if the said 
suit had been originally instituted in said county court j provided, 
however, that the costs which shall or may have accrued, shall 
abide the final issue of th<* mV* 
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After the passage of this act, to wU> at the term of ll»c 

chancery court at Carthage, the counsel for Fislier moved tlie 
court to strike the cause from the docket, pursuant to its pro- 
vi«ions. This the chancellor, Reese, refused to do, for the reasons 
set forth in his opinion hereinafter referred to. The causes were 
afterwards tried by Chancellor Cook, who refused to emancipate 
any of the slaves, except one. The bill was therefore dismissed, 
as to the residue. From which decree an appeal was prayed, and 
granted, to this court. Upon the hearing of the cause below, it 
was proposed by the complainants in the original bill, through 
their counsel, that they were willing to accept their freedom upon 
any terms the court thought proper to impose. That they would 
leave the state and go to Liberia. This proposition was renewed 
in the supreme court. The view taken by the supreme court of 
the right of the complainants wholly supercedes the necessity of 
stating the evidence in relation to the character of the slaves. 

Per Owr. Catron, Ch. J. Peter Fisher made his will in 1827. 
He had several slaves who he had devised should be free ; that 
they should have a right to reside upon his plantation for fifteeu 
years ; have laid off to them horses, cattle, and farming utensils, 
to make the support with, and a year's support from the then crop, 
and ten dollars in money. The balance of his property was 
devised to his brother's and sister*s children as residuary legatees. 

The testator died, and the will waa duly proved and recorded. 
The executors therein named did not qualify, and James Dabbs 
was appointed administrator with the will annexed. He refused to 
petition the county court to have the slaves emancipated pursuant to 
the will, because he would not involve himself by giving bond and 
security that they would not be a county charge. Thus the mat- 
ter stood, until the act of 1829, ch. 29., was passed, authorizing 
the slaves to apply to the chancery court by their next friend by 
bill, and giving that court jurisdiction to decree emancipation. 
The bill was filed, and proceeded in, to a decree and appeal. 

In is insisted the act of 1829 is retrospective and void as against 
the distributees and residuary legatees of Peter Fisher. That they 
by his death took a vested right in the slaves, and to the property 
devised to them after their emancipation, which vested right the 
act of 1829 gives the chancellor no power to divest ; and that the 
legislature having no such power, could, of course, confer none oji 
the chancellor. If the premises be true, the conclusion is. Had 
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the legislature the j3owcr in 1829 to declare these slaves free per- 
soM by the act of assembly 1 As between Peter Fisher and his 
slaves, his will, on his death, was a deed of emancipation. Lc{^is- 
lation in restraint of manumission aside, and they owed no per- 
sonal services to the representatives of Peter Fisher ; were as 
free aijents as tliemselves, and as capable of enjoying every natu- 
ral right. Being in the enjoyment of natural liberty, of course, 
they had a right to the enjoyment of the property devised to them 
by their late master. The idea that a will emancipating slaves, or 
deed of manumission, is void in this state, is ill founded. It is 
binding on the representatives of the devisor in the one case, and 
the grantor in the other, and communicates a right to the slave ; 
hilt it is an imperfect right, until the state, the community of which 
such emajicipated person is to become a member, assents to the 
contract between the master and the slave. It is adopting into the 
body politic a new member, a vastly important measure in every 
community, and especially in ours, where the majority of freemen 
over twenty-one years of age, govern the balance of the people, 
together with themselves ; where the free negro's vote at the polls, 
is of as high value as that of any man. Degraded by their color 
and condition in life, the free negroes are a very dangerous and 
most objectionable population where slaves are numerous. There- 
fore, no slave can be safely freed but with the assent of the gov- 
ernment where the manumission takes place. But this is a mere 
matter of public policy, with which the master or the slave can- 
not concern. It is .an aict of sovereignty, just as much as natu- 
ralizing the foreigfn subject. The highest act of sovereignty a 
government can perform, is to adopt a new member, with all the 
privileges and duties of citizenship. To permit an individual to do 
this at pleasure, would be wholly inadmissible. How or when the 
state assents to the contract of manumission, whether before or 
after its execution, is beside the contract, has nothing to do with 
its obligation on the master or the slave, and is unrestricted by the 
constitution. Was there a general law authorizing all free persons 
to emancipate their slaves at pleasure, then the assent of the gov- 
ernment would be given in advance of the act of the master. 
Such was the law in effect and practice before the passage of the 
act of 1777, ch. C, to prevent domestic insurrections, and for other 
purposes. The act declared no slave should thereafter be set free, 
except for meritorious services, to be adjudged of and allowed by 
the county court, and license first had and obtained thereupon, &c. 
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The county court had conferred upon it the sovereign power to 
give the assent of the government to the manumissionj but was 
restricted in giving assent to especial cases, where the slave had 
performed some extraordinary service. This, of course, extended 
to the great mass of slaves, and particularly to children, who could 
not have performed any such service. To free the mother, and 
retain as slaves the children, often violated humanity ; as did the 
giving freedom to the husband or wife, and retaining the other in 
slavery. To obviate these, and such like hardships, the act of 
1801, ch. 27,, was passed. By this act, the county court is given 
as plenary power as the legislature itself possessed, to emancipate 
slaves on petition of the owner — nine, or a majority of the justices 
being present, and two thirds concurring. The court is to examine 
the reasons set forth by the petition, and if it he of opinion, that 
acceding to the same would be consistent with the interest and 
policy of the state, the chairman shall report the petition as granted* 
and sign the same ; which shall be filed of record. The same 
power and discretion is, by the act of 1829, ch. 29., conferred on 
the chancellor. It is argued, the chancellor has no discretion, by 
the act of 1829, in cases coming within its provisions. We think 
it did not intend that his powers and those of the county court 
should differ, as either might be applied to, to execute the law. 

The chancellor was not on this branch of the proceeding before 
him, trying: a cause between the slaves of the estate of Peter Fisher 
and his representatives, but he was acting as the authorized deputy 
of the state of Tennessee ; and in this capacity it lay upon him to 
adjudge, whether it was consistent with the interest and policy of 
the state, that the slaves who had devised to them their freedom 
by Peter Fisher, should be manumitted in confirmation of the will. 

He determined that Washington, one of the slaves should be 
freed, and that the others should not be. This was a sentence 
from which an appeal lay to this court. The discretion to be ex- 
ercised, was a legal discretion, requiiing the chancellor to adjudgCy 
On the appeal, it is made our duty to give such judgment or sen^ 
tence, as the court below ought to have given. It rests upon us to 
determine what is the policy most for the interest of the com- 
munity generally, and of Sumner county in particular, in this 
matter. That policy can best be ascertained from the act of 
1831, ch. 52. The state has there spoken, and might by that 
act have given her assent to the bequest in Peter Fisher's will, as 
she has in other similar cases, had she seen fit ; and she might in 
future give her assent in this case, were this court to refuse as was in 
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effect done in the instance of David Bcatty's slaves, as will be seen 
in the cause of Hope v. Johnson, 3 Yerger's Rep. 123. 

The policy of the act of 1831 is, not to permit a free negro to 
come into the state from abroad ; and secondly, not to permit a 
slave freed by our laws, to be manumitted upon any other condi- 
tion than that of being forthwith transported from tlie state, to 
which, by the first section, he dare not return. Wc hold this law 
to have been every way binding on the chancellor's discretion, and 
that it is so in ours. We think it is clearly inconsistent with the 
policy of the state, and the interest of its citizens, to give the assent 
of the government to the manumission of these slaves, upon any 
terms short of their immediate removal beyond, not only our juris- 
diction, but beyond the limits of the United States of America* 
The injustice of forcing our freed negroes on our sister states* 
without their consent, when we are wholly unwilling to be afiUcted 
with them ourselves, is so plain and direct a violation of moral duty, 
as to inhibit this court from taking such a step. To treat our 
neighbors unjustly and cruelly, and thereby make them our ene- 
mies, is bad policy, and contrary to our interest. 

Would it not be treating the non-slaveholding states unjustly, to 
force our freed negroes upon them without their consent 1 and 
would it not be treating the slave-holding states cruelly 1 We are 
ejecting this description of population, fearing it will excite rebel- 
lion among the slaves ; oi that the slaves will be rendered immo- 
ral to a degree of depravity inconsistent with the safety and in- 
terest of the white population. These are fearful evils. But are 
they not more threatening to Virginia, (just recovering from the 
fright of a negro rebellion,) to the Carolinas, to Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, than to us 1 Compared with the whites, 
most of them have two slaves to our one ; some of them almost 
ten to our one. Even Kentucky has a higher proportion than 
Tennessee. How can we then, as honest men, thrust our 
freed negroes on our nighbors of the South 1 Suppose the 
non-slaveholding states north west of the Ohio were willing to 
receive our freed negroes, (a supposition by the way wholly 
untrue,) would it be good policy in us to locate them on our 
borders, beside our great rivers, forming wretched free negro 
colonies, in constant intercourse with our slaves 1 They must 
live in iieigborhoods separated from the whites, Theii condition 
has, and will preclude intermarriages and close association. That 
such a population inhabiting a country near uSjM^uld become » 
most dangerous receptacle to our runaway slavHrand a grievous 



294 



SLAVERY. 



alHiction to the state where situatedj as well as to ourselves, need 
only be stated to gain universal admission. The time would soon 
come when the attempt to seize on the harbored slaves would pro- 
duce war with such a people, and serious collisions with the state 
within whose jurisdiction they resided. This it is our own interest 
to avoid. All the slaveholding states, it is believed, as well as 
many of the non-slaveholding, like outselves, have adopted the po- 
licy of exclusion. The consequence is, the freed negro cannot 
find a home that promises even safety, in the United States, and 
assuredly none that promises comfort. We order the present pe- 
titioners for freedom to be emancipated on the terms, that they be 
sent beyond the limits of the United States, for additional reasons. 
The act of 1833, ch. 64., to aid the colonization society, provides, 
that the treasurer of Middle Tennessee pay to the treasurer of the 
society for its use, ten dollars for each free black person that the 
treasurer of the society shall certify has been removed from the 
state of Tennessee to the coast of Africa. 

The foregoing society has formed a colony of free blacks at 
Liberia, on the coast of Africa. The people residing there are all 
from the United States, speak our language, pursue our habits, 
profess the christian religion, are sober, industrious, moral, and 
contented ; are enjoying a life of comfort and of equality, which it is 
impossible in this country to enjoy, where the black man is degra- 
ded by his color, and sinks into vice and worthlessness, from the 
want of motive to virtuous and elevated conduct. 

The black man in these states may have the power of volition. 
He may go and come when it pleaseth him, without a domestic 
master to control the actions of his person ; but to be politically 
free, to be the peer and equal of the white man, to enjoy the 
offices, trusts, and privileges our institutions confer on the white 
man, is hopeless now and forever. The slave, who receives the 
protection and care of a tolerable master, holds a condition here 
superior to the negro who is freed from domestic slavery. He is 
a reproach and a by-word with the slave himself, who taunts his 
fellow slave by telling him, " he is as worthless as a free negro !" 
The consequence is inevitable. The free black man lives amongst 
us without motive and without hope. He seeks no avocation, is 
surrounded with necessities, is sunk in degradation — crime can 
sink him no deeper, and he commits it of course. This is not 
only true of the free negro residing in the slaveholding states of 
thi» union : in the non-slaveholding states the people are less ac» 
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customed to the squalid and disgusting wretchedness of the negro; 
have less sympathy for him, earn their means of subsistence with 
their own hands, and are more economical in parting with them, 
than him for whom thf slave labors, of which he is entitled to share 
the proceeds, and of which the free negro is generally iue partici- 
pant, and but too often in the character oi the receiver of stolen 
goods. Nothing can be more untrue than that the free negro is 
more respectable as a member of society in the non-slaveholding, 
than the slaveholding states. In each, he is a degraded outcast, 
and his fancied freedom a delusion. With us, the slave ranks him 
in character and comfort ; nor is there a fair motive to absolve him 
from the duties incident to domestic slavery, if he is to continue 
amongst us. Generally, and almost universally, society suffers ; 
and the negro suffers by manumission. 

These are some of the reasons why we give the assent of the state 
to the emancipation of these slaves, in accordance to Peter Fish- 
er's will, upon the condition, and condition only, that they be trans- 
ported to the coast of Africa. To the course pursued in this in- 
stance, there might be exceptions in other cases ; but they should 
be most rare, and grounded on reasons; the most prominent and 
conclusive. This application furnishes none such. Bond and se- 
curity wili be given, partly in accordance with the second section 
of the act of 1831, ch. 102., conditioned, that the freed persons 
shall be transported to the colony of Liberia, on the coast of Afri- 
ca, and which shall form part of the judgment of this court. The 
act of 1831, ch. 101., in effect directed the chancery court to dis- 
miss this cause. Chancellor Reese, in a very hicid opinion, treated 
the act, and justly, as an unauthorized mandate, unconstitutional 
and void. This court adopts that opinion, which is herewith filed. 
Decree affirmed. 

The following is the opinion of Chancellor Reese, referred to and 
adopted in the foregoing opinion. 

The act of 1829, ch. 29., contains two important features : First, 
it declares it to be the duty of the executor, when there is a bequest 
of liberty to a slave, to endeavor to procure his emancipation. 
This had before that time been ruled to be his duty by the supreme 
court of the state, in the cases of M'Cutchcii v. Price and Wife, 
3 Haywood's Rep. 211., and Ann Hope v. Johncon, 2 Yerger's 
Rep. 123. And, in the second place, that if the executor fail to 
perform this duty, the slave, by his next friend, may file his bill, 
and have his rights or claim to liberty unde^ the will inquired into 



nnd ;^etermincfl. These decisions, and this act of Msembly prove, 
that 'the rigor of former opinions on the subject of slavery had, 
whether properly or otherwise, not a little relented^. The act re- 
cognizes the ''cquest of freedom as a valuable right to the slave 
himself, t^ be prosecr.f'yl by him, under some circumstances, in 
the courts of tb/i country. After the passage of this act of assem- 
bly, the slaves in question, by Andrew Hays, Esq. of David- 
son; filed their bill in this court, the administration with the will 
anniftxed, continued to refuse any application on bis part in their 
behalf to the county court of Sumner ; and in their bill they make 
Ja mes Dabbs, the said administlrator, a party defendant, and allege 
the I'aaterial fact? herein before stated; pray, that they maybe 
ema^ocipated •j-'and also pray, that an account maybe taken of 
the personal property bequeathed to them by the will, and of their 
hire since the Uh^ih of the testator. 

Dabbs filed his answer ; admits his refusal to petition the county 
court of Sumr^er on behalf of complainants ; expresses his wil- 
lingness, and e?/en anxiety, that the will of the testator on the mat- 
ter should be carried into etrect, and exhibits an account of the 
hire of the negroes. Jeremiah Fisher, who claims to have pur- 
chased the interest of the other devisees of Peter Fisher, thereupon 
filed his cross bill, making Hays and Dabbs party defendants, and 
alleging collusion between them ; and charging, that the refusal 
of Dabbs to apply to the county court of Sumner, on behalf of the 
complainants was with a view to give this court jurisdiction ; and 
also praying an account against Dabbs as administrator. Hays 
and Dabbs severally answer, and deny the above allegations. 

On the application of Fisher at the July term of this court, this 
cross bill was consolidated with the other case. By a previous 
order of this court, pursuant to the provisions of the act of 1829, 
ch. 29., the complainants were put into the custody of the cleik 
and master of this court ; an account was ordered between the 
parties, and a report made, which has been confirmed. Replica- 
tions were filled, and the cause in a slate forbearing at the present 
terVn of this court. 

Under these circumstances, the following act of assembly, passed 
November 28th, 1831, is produced to the court, entitled, " An 
act to explain and amend an act passed Dec. 7th, 1829, ch. 29., 
more effectually to provide for the emancipation of slaves." This 
act provides t^&t "the above recited act shall in no wise be so 
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construed JV8 to extend to any case where any pei-son may, by their 
last will and testament, have directed any slave or shives to be set 
free, before the passage of the above-recited act, which this is in- 
tended to amend ; but in all such cases, where any suit shall have 
been instituted in the district chancery court, under the provisions 
of the act which this is intended to amend, it shall be the duty of 
the chancellor, at the first term of the court after the passage of 
this act, to have the same stricken from the docket ; and it is here- 
by made the duty of the clerk of sai<l court, to transmit to the clerk 
of the county court where the parties reside, the whole of the re- 
cord and proceedings in said cause, which shall stand for trial at 
the first term of the county court thereafter, under the same rules 
regulations, and restrictions, as if the said suit had been originally 
instituted in said county court : provided, however, that the costs 
which shall or may have accrued, shall abide the final issue of the 
suit," 

Upon this act of assembly, the court has been moved by the so- 
licitor of Fisher, that this cause, pursuant to its mandates, be 
striken from the docket. And the question is, shall this be done ? 
Is the respect and deference for the legislative will, when distinct- 
ly expressed, which is justly due from this court, and fully ac- 
knowledged by it, to be countervailed, in the present instance, by 
that paramount obligation which is exacted by the fundamental 
law 1 It is a proposition not to be controverted, that not courtesy 
only, but duty requires of courts of justice, in expounding legisla- 
tive enactments, with reference to their conformity to the consti- 
tution, to give them such examination as will reconcile them to- 
gether, and not bring them into conflict, and to be clearly satisfied 
that a law is unconstitutional, before they so pronounce it. There 
is this difference, it occurs to me, between the situation of a le- 
gislator and a judge : the former should yield his support to no 
measure unless fully convinced of its conformity to the constitu- 
tion ; the latter should give effect to all the statute laws of the 
state, when he no more than doubts the legislative competency to 
have passed them. But the duty of a judge is obvious and ac- 
knowledged, to pronounce an act of the legislature unconstituonal 
when he believes it to be so ; and it is the peculiar province of 
the judicial department to expound laws and pronounce upon their 
conformity with the constitutional will of the people.' The ques- 
tion recurs, shall the court strike the cause in question from the 
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docket 1 The legialature has said it shall, and at the present term. 
1 entertain no doubt that the act in question was passed the 
purest motives, and upon the fullest conviction, perhaps, of its pro- 
priety and justice. It ia pretty evident, however, that the. lej^is- 
lature was not only uninformed, but probably misinformed of the 
situation and matter of this case ; of this bill and cross bill, and of 
the relation in which the parties stand to each other, and the pre- 
viously existing laws ; for the clerk of this court is ordered to 
transmit the whole record and proceedings in the cause to the 
country court, and the county court are ordered to try the cause 
so transmitted, under the same rules, rejjulations, and restrictions, 
which would have governed them if the cause had been instituted 
there. The only cause which could have been instituted there by 
law, would have been a petition by Dabbs, administrator, as plain- 
tiff, in behalf of the complainant's freedom. 

But this petition Dabbs has not filed, and would not file ; and 
because of his refusal, he is a defendant to this bill. But I waive 
this consideration, as, also, the further consideration, that in striking- 
this cause from the docket, I should strike off matter properly 
cosrnizable in this court, without reference to the act of 1829, and 
meet the question fairly upon the main point. The act of i8Si 
contains three propositions worthy of consideration. That the act 
of 1839, ch. 29., ought, in no wise, to be so construed as to extend 
to cases where a will directed slaves to be set free before the pas- 
sage of the act ; that, therefore, the court should strike such causes 
from the docket, and that the clerk transmit the record to the 
county court. If the first proposition were correct, that is, that 
the proper construction of the act of 1829, does not confer upon 
this court jurisdiction over a cause circumstanced like the present, 
the substance of the legislative mandate wonld follow, and the 
cause would, if not literally stricken from the docket, be dismissed ; 
indeed, if such has been the opinion of my predecessor and the 
other chancellor, the orders which have been made in the cause 
would not have existed. 

It is for the legislature to pass the law, and for the court to ex- 
pound it. They did pass the law of 1829, and the court here pre- 
sent is of opinion, that a proper construction of that act, as applied 
to the facts of this case, gives to the court cognizance of the cause. 
They took cognizance accordingly, and now we are informed by 
the act of 1831, that the former act ought to be so construed, and 
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sboulil be construed as in no wise to apply to a case like this. 1 
need not argue to sliow how little authoritative a conclusion, a 
legislative exposition of a former act, should be considered. The 
counsel for the motion arc understood to concede that legislative 
expositions are not to be relied on, and that the exposition in (jues- 
tion is not well founded. Here, then, is a case where a right 
deemed valuable, and a proper subject for litigation, the right to 
freedom under a will is brought into this court in pursuance of the 
law, and the matter proper for the investigation of this court is 
pending. The facts and circumstances which fix the rights of the 
parties, and give the jurisdiction of the court, are past, or already 
exist, when a simple legislative mandate comes to us and says, such 
a case shall not be tried — shall be stricken from the docket. This 
is the whole of the matter ; for if the legislative exposition of the 
act of 1829 goes for nothing, there is nothing left but the simple, 
naked, direct mandate of the legislature to strike the cause from 
the docket ; for the balance of the law is a mere direction to the 
clerk. Shall this court — can this court obey the mandate ] If it 
may in this cause, it may in any — it may in all. Shall the rights 
of all the parties in chis cause to that relief, and to that remedy, 
by due course of law, whicb their case calls for, be disregarded, 
and this court be closed against them 1 For the efiicacy of the 
.act of 1831, and the duty of this court with regard to it, cannot 
depend upon the fact that a motion has been made to give it effect. 
If that motion could succeed, the duty of the court would have 
been the same if all the parties had been not only willing, but 
anxious to proceed in this court. The declaration of rights, sec. 
17., provides, that ail courts shall be open, and "every man, for 
an injury done him in his lands, goods, fame, or reputation, shall 
have remedy by due course of law, and right and justice adminis- 
tered without sale, denial, or delay." This declaration, copied 
from the great charter, is not a collection of unmeaning epithets. 

Ill England, the reason of riveting this barrier around the rights 
of the subject, was well understood. Their sovereign jvas went 
to interfere in the administration of jtistice ; "a remedy by due 
course of law " was often refused under the mandate of men in 
power, and the injured man denied justice ; they were ordered 
sometimies not toK^proceed with particular causes, and justice was 
delayed ; and the\pbtainment of their rights was often burdened 
with improper Concfltions and sacrifices, and justice was sold. So 
anxious were they tp stop this enormous evil, that a part of the 
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official oath of a judge was, that he would proceed to do right and 
jystice, notwithstanding any letter or order to him to the contrary. 
This clause of magna charta — why is it inserted in our hill of 
rights ? Was it from apprehensions of our executive ? We had 
left him no power* Whatever power is considered as properly 
helonging to the executive department elsewhere, is hy our institu- 
tions, conferred upon the legislature. It is the more important, 
therefore, and so the frame rs of our constitution decreed, that ihe 
judicial department should be independent and co-ordinate, and 
that the legislature should have no judicial power. Danger might 
justly be apprehended from this quarter. " The judicial power 
(the whole of it) shall be vested in such superior and inferior 
courts of law and equity," &c. If the legislature, possessing a 
large share of executive power, be permitted to exercise judicial 
power also, or control the action of the judges within their pecu- 
liar sphere, the liberty of the citizens, under the government of 
good legislators, would be in imminent peril, and under bad ones 
would be entirely destroyed. The duties and powers growing out 
of the relation between the legislature and the judicial department, 
and the lines of demarcation between them, have been the subject 
of earnest and elaborate discussion in the courts of the several 
states, and particularly those of the United States; and in the cases 
of Dartmouth College, of Fletcher and Peck, and of Green and 
Biddle, and of many others which need not be referred to, the 
principles applicable to questions of this sort are well settled, and 
the only difficulty is to apply them to the facts of particular cases. 
A distinction between the right and the remedy is made, and ex- 
ists. But where the remedy has attached itself to the right, and 
is being prosecuted by " due course of law," to separate between 
them, and take away the remedy, is to do violence to the right, 
and within the^ reason of that provision of our constitution which 
prohibits retrospective, or, in other words, retroactive laws from 
being passed, or laws impairing the obligation of contracts. 

By the act of 1829, all slaves in whose favor there is a devise of 
liberty, and where the representative of the testator refuses to ap- 
ply to the county court, they may file a bill by their next friend in 
this court ; the act of 1831 attempts to take away this right from 
a portion of them, and from that portion of them where the right 
and remedy had attached by the actual pendency of a suit, in a 
" due course of law." Is not this partial and unequal legislation ? 
It is believed it is. It would give me much more pleasure, if duty 
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would permit, to conform to the will of the legislature. This feel- 
ing is inspired not only by respect and courtesy, but, perhaps also, 
by a lively sense of the feeble and unsustained character of judi- 
cial power, which rests only upon the moral feelings — upon the 
reason of the community. An improper yielding to legislative 
enactments, is a danger more to be apprehended from the judicial 
department, than rash or uncalled for opposition. The history of 
every age and of every country, has, in every page of it, shown 
this to be the case. 

The independence of the judiciary ought to be anxiously pre- 
served unimpaired ; not on account of the individuals who may 
happen to be judges ; they are nothing ; but on account of the 
security of life, liberty, and property, to the citizen. I feel satis- 
fied, that I have no sympathies which would have misled me in this 
matter ; for when permitted to indulge my feelings and opinions 
as an individual, I find them in strong and direct hostility to all 
schemes for emancipating slaves under existing circumstances, in 
the bosom of our community. 

Let the complainant in the cross bill take nothing by his motion. 

After the above opinion was pronounced the counsel for Fisher 
moved the court to set aside the decree, and to le-hear the cause;, 
and set forth his reasons in a petition to re -hear. 

Catron, Ch. J. The motion to set aside the decree in the case 
of Fisher's negroes, was brought before the court on yesterday, 
the last business day of the term. My mind was too depressed 
with recent over-exertion, to take that strong view of the subject, 
its intricacy and importance demanded ; and I now feel myself 
wanting in vigor. However, there is no time left. The acts of 
1829, ch. 29., and*1831, ch. 101., received little consideration by 
this court when the opinion on the merits of the cause was drawn 
up. The court was satisfied with, and adopted the opinion of the 
chancellor. Upon the high intelligence and ability of that gentle- 
man, we felt safe in resting. Our own opinion is, however, now 
anxiously desired, on the construction of the act of 1831, and the 
party dissatisfied is entitled to it. 

By the common law, the owner of a slave might manumit him 
at pleasure. The acts of 1777 and 1801 prohibited this, unless 
the government assented to the contract of manumission. To 
give this assent, the county courts were vested with authority. A 
deed or will of manumission is not void, but binds the owner or 
representative of the testator, as between him and the slave ; it 
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confers a moral right to freedom upon the slave. Before the act 
of 1829, the master, or his representative, the executos, wns to do 
the first act: petition the court for the government's assent. The 
slave had no power to cause his light to he enforced hy the courts 
of justice. He had to deal with sovereignty ; he could not sue 
the state, and compel her to execute the contract with his mast«M'. 
It lay with her to direct the manner in which the remedy should 
be enforced. Bill of Rights, sec. 17. This is a prerogative of 
sovereignty, and is independent of the constitution. Then came 
the act of 1829, for more elfcctually emancipating slaves. It pro- 
vides, that where any person shall, hy his last will, have directed 
any slave to be set free, it shall he the duty of the executor to peti- 
tion the county court, as by the previous laws prescribed. And if 
the executor should fail, or refuse, it should be lawful for such slave 
to file his bill in equity by his next friend ; and upon its being made 
to appear to the court, that said slave ought to be free, the chan- 
cellor should so order ; and he is given jurisdiction to make all 
necessary interlocutory orders to secure the rights of the respective 
parties. 

Under this act, Fisher's negroes filed their bill ; brought before 
the court the proper parties ; were placed in the hands of a re- 
ceiver, and the cause ready for hearing. Then was passed the act 
of 1831, ch. 101., professing to explain the act of 1829. It declares 
the act shall, in no wise, be construed to extend to any case where 
the will was made before its passage. To all subsequent cases, 
the act of 1829 still applies, and is in full force. In other words, 
the act of 1831 attempts a repeal of the jurisdiction of the chan- 
cellor in the case of Fisher's negroes j and orders the chancellor 
at the next term to dismiss the cause. It next directs the clerk of 
the chancery court, to transmit to the clerk of the county court, 
the whole of the records and proceedings in said cause, which shall 
stand for trial at the first term of the county court. The act de- 
clares that of 1829 did notenjbrace such a case as that of Fisher's 
negroes ; that the chancery court had no jurisdiction of it ; and is 
in effect a positive mandate sent to the chancellor, in the form of 
an act of assembly, "to strike the cause from the docket of his 
court," because, by the act of 1829 he had no jurisdiction, and had 
misconstrued the law. The chancellor had made interlocutory 
ord ers in the cause j he consolidated it with two others, between 
the administrator with Peter Fishcrs's will annexed, and the prin- 
ciple legatee of the estate. Nothing but a final decree was want- 
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ing" to end tho controversy, and settle the accoiuit of the esitatc, 
so intimately blended with the emancipation of tlie slaves, who were 
also legatees, that it was impossible finally to decree, until this was 
done or refused. The previous orders made in the causes, the 
legislature, by the act of 1831, attempted to reverse, and ordered 
directly the principal bill to be dismissed. 

By the act of 1829, the chancery court had undoubted jurisdic- 
tion of the cause. By article fifth of the constitution, the judicial 
power is to be vested in such courts of law and equity as the legis- 
lature may estaV -jh. It is an independent powf.r, and where it has 
jurisdiction, a sovereign power, juat as much as the legislature 
itself. He, Avho has a lawful right, and a legal remedy to enforce 
that, and the jurisdiction of a court has attached upon it, is entitled 
to judgment. The legislature has no power to close the courts. 
The courts shall be open, and every man shall have remedy by 
duft course of law. That is, every man having a legal right, and 
an open remedy. Art. II, sec. 17. The legislature may confer 
a right, and give a remedy to a slave. Having opened the courts 
to him, he is entitled, independent of his color or his civil condition, 
to have justice administered in the due course of law, without de- 
nial or delay. Peter Fisher's negroes, by his will, took a right, a 
common law right, one binding on the executor, as a trustee ; but 
their remedy rested with him ; he might petition the county court, 
or not, at his pleasure. If he did, the distributees of Peter Fisher 
could not complain. The case of David's negroes, 2 Yerger's Rep. 
563. The act of 1829 gave a remedy to the slaves ; not as against 
Peter Fisher's representative, against him as trustee ; the previous 
law w6uld have offered a remedy in equity ; but the state as a third 
party had to assent to the manumission. 

The state could not be sued until a remedy was provided. The 
act of 1829 provided that remedy, in pursuance of article II. sec. 
1 7. 1 of our constitution. The imperfect right to emancipation 
conferred by Peter Fisher's will, wanted nothing but the assent of 
the state to perfect it ; and jurisdiction was given to the chancellor 
acting in his judicial capacity, according to judicial forms, at his 
discretion, to manumit the complainants, if he thought it consistent 
with the policy of the e.tate. Though one of the widest known 
discretions, yet it wa.s a legal discretion, and one he dare not refuse 
to exercise, either tor or against the c(>ii»plainants. On this ground 
*ve exercise jurrsi^ietidn on this branch of the cause on appeal^ 
Had the discretion been unrestricted, no appeal would have lain. 



SLAVERY. 



The legislature had no power to diwiniss the hill, and to clo«e the 
chancery courts against the complainnnta. This m not denied by 
the argument of the opposite counsel ; but it is urged, that a change 
of jurisdiction, from the chancery court to the Sumner county 
court, was within the power of the legislature. That the legisla- 
ture bad the po^ver to withdraw the cause from the chancery court, 
and order that court to send it to the Sumner county court for 
hearing, I think is clearly true, if the county court either had 
theretofore jurisdiction to hear the cause, or if the legislature then 
conferred the jurisdiction. But the county court had no chancery 
jurisdiction by any previous law to that of 1831, and no power to 
finally hear the cause, in the form it would have been presented* 
Having no cognizance of the subject matter, the act of 1831 was 
a naked mandate to the chancellor to turn the complainants out of 
this court, and there leave them, unless the act conferred jurisdic- 
tion of the cause, as a chancery cause, on the county court. Did 
it do so 1 The act tells us the cause shall stand for hearing in the 
county court at the first term, under the same rules, regulations, 
and restrictions, as if the said suit had been originally instituted in 
said county court. The court was to try the cause, not according 
to the rules and restrictions of the chancery couirt, but according 
to its own ndes, long in force by the acts of 1777 and 1801, for 
the emancipation of slaves. That is, by petition, not by the slave, 
(he could not come into the county court, or sue there,) but the 
master, or his executor, setting forth the motives for the manumis- 
sion ; which, if approved, the court shall grant the petition, and 
record the evidence of the emancipation. Had the cause gone to 
the county court, the complainants had no right to take a single 
step as actors. The court had no right to take a single deposition 
on their behalf, or make any order or decree against James Dabbs 
or J, Fisher, or even to compel Baker, the receiver of the court 
of chancery, who had the complainants in possession, to deliver 
them to a receiver of the county court. 

An attempt to decree the legacy left the negroes to order an 
account for their hire, amounting to eight hundred dollars, would 
have been wholly beyond any powers of that court. None such 
are claimed for it. I therefore think, as my three brother judges 
have all along thought, that the act of 1831 was a naked mandate 
to the chancellor to dismiss the bill ; that the act was retrospective 
of the rights of the complainants, and is void ; and that the chan- 
cellor did not err in hearing the cause. 
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8. 

VoLsjAiN ct nl V. CjiOUTiKii. Oct. T. 183 J. 3 Loulsiunu 

Ik'p. 170. 

Per Cur. Porter, J The pluiiitiily contend, thut tlicy lire frefi, ^Vlmn iho 
because their mother was iVce. The proof oi* licr freedo HI IS Ol- nIiivii (1(1- 
fered in an act made by their granibnotlicr previous to their birth. j/Xur 'i"!^ 
It is dated on the 27th day ofDeceniber, 1707. She had the p e- ii"iiMia, 
ceding year purchased her daughter, and in this act slic declar»?d, diild frvn- 
that from maternal love and aOcction she thereby gave freedom to Ih "l,Io."" 
her daughter from the moment of her, the donor's death. In other •"""i")*'""' 
Vi^ords, she made her daughter a statu lihcr. f^i»ii<l is 

But the plaintills insist, that this declaration, on the part of the auuxiiibn 

mother, manumitted the daughter. And in support of their position 

they rely on the Roman Code, lib. 7. tit. C. no. 9. "»« 

. cvpiitupon 

We have examined the authority, and it appears to us manu- whidiitbe 
mission did not necessarily result from such a declaration. That fre"'.*^ 
it is a presumption which the law raises from the parent calling 
the slave his child in a public instrument ; and nothing in the pro- 
visions of the Roman law prevented the father or mother holding 
the child in slavery, when either qualified the acknowledgment 
in the authentic act. The laws of Spain ijvrelation to father and 
son did not prevent their holding each other as slaves ; and we 
think, that as they were permitted to hold either as a slave, they 
might hold him as a statu liber, and make him such. 



* In some of tVie states a special legislative grant is requisite to a valid emancipa- 
tion. This appears to be the case In Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, and Missis- 
eippi. See James' Dig. 308. act of 1820. ; Prince's Dig. 456 ; act of 1801; Ton! 
man's Dig. 632. ; M '^io^ippi Rev. Code 386. In North Carolina the right to eman-' 
cipation is made to depend upon meritoriou-S services done by the slave, and which 
are to be adjudged of and allowed by the county court. Haywood's Manuel, 525< 
529. And in Tennessee, by the w;l of Nov. 1801, chap. 27., the court have power 
to emancipate on a petitioltl presented to them for that purpose. In Kentucky, Mi- 
souri, Virginia, and Maryland, this power is not vested in Uie legislature or the 
courts, but may be exercised by the m,i3tcr, under tlie rules and regulations establish- 
ed by tlie statutes of those states. Litt. &. Svvi. 1155.; 2 Missouri Laws, 744. ; 3 
Hen. Stat. 87.' t i Rev. Code Virginia, 433.; Maryland Laws, Nov. 1809, ch. 171, 
and the act 1796, ch. 67. 
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9. 

Catin v. D'OrgexN-oy's Heihs. June T. 1820. 8 Marlines 

Louisiana Rep. 218. 

A^slave, ^ The plaintiff claimed the freedom of her children, under a deed 
deed r)!" from licr former master, the defendant's ancestor. They pleaded 
tionr»nder general issue. There was judgment for them, and she appeaU 
il'to be*^** ed. The defendant's ancestor, in the deed of emancipation pro- 
free, at the duced by the plaintiff, says, " I hold, as my slave, a crecle negro 
detith?i\m girl named Catin, aged 18 years, born in my service from the ne- 
\thil™T' woman Martha, to whom I gave her freedom according to the 
siatuiiber, terms of the deed, which I executed before the present notary, last 
di-enborn year, 1801, and t have offered to the said Catin her freedom, on 
the'^nean" Certain Conditions (terminas) which I shall express, gratuitously 

while, are and without interest, in consideration of the ffood services of her 
slaves, ^ ' ^ ^ ^ 

mother, the said Martha. In consideration whereof, 1 grant by 
these presents, that I emancipate and liberate from all subjection, 
captivity, and servitude, the said negro Catin, my slave, with the 
qualification and condition, (calidad y condition) that she shall hold 
and enjoy freedom, {tener, disfrutar y gozar,) immediately after my 
death. But during my life she is to remain in my service and power, 
continuing and contributing her services, as she has done to the date 
of these presents. By virtue of which, and immediately aftci my 
death, and thenceforward, she may deal, contract, sell, and purchase, 
appear in court, execute deeds, make a will, as a free person," &c. 
The children were born after the deed, but before the death of the 
grantor. 

Per Cur. Mathews, J. The decision of this case depends en- 
tirely on the construction to be given to the act of emancipation, 
by which the appellant claims to have been made free, at the time 
of the birth of the children, for whom she now claims freedom. 
We are of opinion, that the court below has given a just interpre- 
tation to said act, and was correct in considering the mother to have 
been of that class of persons, known to the Roman law, by the ap- 
pellation of statu liberi, and that children born from her, while in 
such a slate, are not entitled to freedom. Judgment afhrmed. 
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10. 

Hopkins et al v. Fleet. Aug. T, 1812. 9 Johns. Rep. 225. 

The overseers of the town of Oysterbay gave a certificate in Settlement 
writing, " that the bearer Jordan, the slave of Hopkins, appeared 
to be under the age of fifty years, and of sufficient ability to get 
his living and at the bottom was written : "we do hereby manu- 
mit the same." And the certificate was signed by the overseers, but 
not by the executors of Hopkins, to whom the slave belonged, and 
the certificate was duly recorded. 

The court held, that this certificate, registered at the request of 
the executors of Hopkins, was conclusive evidence to charge the 
town with the future maintenance of the slave, and in the opinion 
of the court, manumitted the slave. 

n. 

Bajzzi v. Rose and her child. May T. 1820. 8 Martinis Loui- 
siana Rep. 149. 

Per Cur, Martin, J. The petition states, that these defend- 
ants are the plaintiff's slaves, and obtained a writ of habeas corpus 
from the president of the criminal court, on which they were dis- if an infer- 
charged ; that the proceedings therein are erroneous in law znfi in ™pL?on'^ 
fact. The answer avers the freedom of the defendants, and there tj'kes place 

the niiisier 

is a plea of presumption. There was judgment tor the deienuants, promising 
and the plaintiff appealed. witT/tlle'L 

There comes up with the record, a number of depositions, and 
several bills of exceptions, no part of which it appears necessary riglit^ ar« 
to examine. The defendants claim their freedom, under a deed affected!^^ 
of emancipation from the plaintiff. Ldbercc vol non, is the only is- Jjjf^iUM 
sue which can exist between the parties. If they be slaves, they l>e observ- 
cannot contest the plaintiff's title to them. They have no capaci- 
ty to stand in judgment for any other purpose than to establish or 
defend their claim to freedom. Trudeau's ex'r v. Robinette, 4 Mar- 
tin's Rep. 580. The act of emancipation introduced by the defend- 
ants, is dated St. Jago de Cuba, May 24th, 1805, and purports, 
that the plaintiff "desirous of acknowledging the signal services 
of Gertrude, a Congo negro woman, aged 44 years, on several 
occasions, gives freedom to her and |her child Rose, aged lOi 
years, to be fully enjoyed without any trouble ; promising, in due 
time and place, to comply with the formalities which the law re- 
quires." 



SLAVEKV. 



The parish court " considering that the plainlifi', by sending the 
act of freedom, which he had directed to be passed iu the island 
of Cuba, in behalf of the defendants, in order that it might bo de- 
posited here with a notary public, to make it valid, as well by his 
long silence thereon afterwards, as by his subsequent conduct with 
regard to the defendant Rose, and her frfie baptized children, un- 
til lately, when he thought he had good reason to complain of her, 
had thereby completed and confirmed his act of freedom (which, 
in the opinion of the parish court, on the circumstances of this 
cause, the favorable application of the law must protect,) gave 
judgment for the defendants. In the correct decision of this case, 
it is all important to decide, whether the defendant, Rosci acquired 
her freedom in St. Jago de Cuba by the execution of the deed which 
the plaintiflf has caused to be recorded here. It is not pretended 
that she had any claim to freedom when she left the island of 
Cuba, exclusively of the contents of this deed. For, if she arrived 
here a slave, she must still be considered as such, unless she has 
been emancipated according to the laws of this state, and this is 
neither alleged nor proven. The Partida 4. 22. 1., requires, that 
where emancipation takes place in writing, it be done before five 
witnesses. ' Es menester que quando lo afforase per carta, o ante sus 
amigos que lofuga ante cinco te$ tigos. Gregorio Lopez^ in his com- 
mentary on this law^ says, this solemnity has been held unnecessa- 
ry ; but the writer does not quote or allege any law in support of 
^le assertion ; and Lopez concludes that it is : non allegat legem 
quae mim dictum probet, unde servanda est ista lex quae wit hoc esse 
necessarium. The grantor, in executing this deed, knew his right 
was not thereby destroyed, since he promised to fulfil the formali- 
ties, the sine qua non which the law required. 

It therefore results, that the execution of this writing, or deed, 
did not render the defendant free. Nothing shows that any thing 
did happen in Cuba by which the defect of the deed was cured. 
If these defendants were slaves on their leaving Cuba, they were 
so at their landing in this state. Here the law requires certain 
formalities for the acquisition of freedom, none of which are pre- 
tended to* have been fulfilled. Is the record of the deed, in the 
office of a notary, an act under which the defendants may claim 
their freedom ? We think not. It is contended, that the admission 
of the plaintiff, that he executed the deed, makes full proof against 
him, and that the Spanish law requires the presence of witnesses to 
protect the grantor against the perjury of a single witness. The 
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laws of most countries require formalities or ceremonies to attend 
the execution of certain contracts ; and although these foi-malitics 
and ceremonies generally, perhaps universally, tend to secure a 
stronger evidence of the contract, this is not perhaps the only ohject. 
In the case of an eninncipatioii delanle sus amigos, in the presence 
of friends and before five witnesses, without writing, spoken of in 
the partida cited, the required presence of five witnesses might not 
always protect against the perjury of a single witness. TAjr the 
emancipation would be proven, if he deposed it took place before 
him and four witnesses, dead sinue. The presence of a magistrate, 
the attendance of an unusual number of witnesses, the affixing of 
a seal, are all circumstances which, besides securing more evidence, 
are attended with this particular advantage : they make a strong 
impression on the mind of the party, excite reflection in him upon 
the subject he is engaged in ; they ordinarily require time, and, 
consequently, aiford an interval for thought and awake apprehen- 
sion, and are ho contemptible guards against circumvention, fraud, 
andsurpriscc 1 Haywood's Rep. 203. Farther, the deed itself shows, 
that the grantor did not intend to destroy, ipso facto, his right on 
the defendant, Rose ; he knew what he then did had no such 
effect ; for he agreed, at a future time, to comply with the formali- 
ties which the law required. What he did must then be considered, 
notwithstanding the words in the first part of the deed, as a mani- 
festation of his intention to free the defendant Rose, and her child, 
at a future day. His subsequent conduct, till the record of the 
deed in the notary*s office, shows that such was his apprehension. 
Is the case altered by this record 1 We think not. If the plain- 
tiff held legally the defendants as his slaves when they landed in 
Louisiana, they must have remained so, unless emancipated accord- 
ing to our laws ; and this is not pretended to have been done. It 
is, therefore, ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the judgment of 
the parish court be annulled, avoided, and reversed, and that the 
defendant Rose, and her child, be decreed to be the slaves of the 
plaintiff. 



12. 

In the case of Negro Tom. Feb. T. 1810. 5 John's Rep. 365. 

Habeas corpus to Adolph Waldradt, to bring up Negro Tom, ^ contract 

whom he claimed as his slave. *omanuniit 

IS obligato- 

It appeared that Adolph had purchased the slave of Johannas ry. 



aio 



SLAVERY. 



Waldradt, who had given Tom a certificate in writing that he 
" rnanurnita the said negro slave Tom, from and after the death of 
him, the said Johannas, in spite of all hills of sale, oi last will hy 
him thereafter to be made." Johannas having died, the slave 
claimed to be free. 

Per Cur. We think the negro is free by reason of the certifi- 
cate of manumission given by Johannas Waldradt, in his life time ; 
and he must therefore be discharged. 

13 

Oatfield v. Waring. May. T. 1817. 14 John*s Rep. 188. 

Emancipn- To an action of assumpsit for supporting the defendant's slave, 
i)"eaumedf he gave in evidence the will of his father-in-law, by which he be- 
queathed the plaintilf to his three children. The plaintiff, then, to 
prove his freedom a writing sealed by the children of the testator, 
by which they manumitted him, on condition that he served them 
three years, which service wa^ performed. The court below ruled, 
that a manumission by two of the joint owners of the plaintiff, 
amounted to a destruction of the entire interest, and gave him his 
freedom, especially where the third joint owner has for along time 
suffered him to act as a freeman, without a claim. 

Per Cur. Sjpencery J. The manumission of the plainfifF by two 
or three joint owners would, of itself, make him a freeman.* No 
person can be partly a slave, and partly free, or a slave for one 
third of the time, and free for two thirds ; he must be one or the 
other entirely. The manumission by two may be considered a de- 
struction of the tenancy in common, and a conversion of the slave, 
as it regards the proprietor of one third. And suifering the plain- 



* With respect to emancipation, it may be stated as a principle without an exception, 
tliat, as slaves are coiisidared as property upon v?hich creditors have a right to look 
for the payment of their debts due by the owners of slaves, regard must be had to the 
rights of the creditor ; and no emancipation is valid when those rights are violated. 
By tlie Rev. Code of Virginia, p. 434., any emancipated slave may be taken inexecu 
tion for a debt contracted by the person emancipating the slave, if the indebtedness 
existed before the act of emancipation. And in the acts of some of the states, tm ex 
press provision is to be found guarding jthe right of cmancipatioti, and saving the rights 
of creditors. 2 Lilt. &. Svvi. 1155. § 27.; Act of 1798.; Mississippi Rev. Code, 386.; 
Civil Code of Louisiana, art. 190. And tliis protecting law in favor of creditors is ex 
tended to widows, entitled to one third of their husband's personal estate. 1 Virginia 
Rev. Code, 435.; Mississippi Rev. Code, 386.; 2 Litt. & Swi. 1246. 
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tifl* to act as a freeman without any claim or pretence that he was 
a slave, until this suit was brought, would authorize the inference of 
manumission by the other tenant in common. All presumptions 
in favor of personal liberty ought to be n»adc. 

14. 

Hamilton v. Cragg. June T. 1823. G liar. & Johns. Rep. IG. ; 
Hall v. Mullin, 5 Har. & Johns. Rep. 190. 

Under the statute of 1796, ch, C7. § 13., the court held, that an An infant 
ittfant unable to gain sufficient maintenance and livelihood, cannot em'JIlcipa 
be manumitted ; nor can a slave be set free who is not both 
under the age of 45 years, and able to work and gain a sufficient 
maintenance and livelihood at the time the freedom is intended to 
commence. 

15. 

Moses v. Denigree. Nov. T. 1828. G Rand's Rep. 561. 

The Court, Carr, J., held, in this case that a deed of emancipa- 
tion of the slave executed m 1781, declaring the slave free when he 
should arrive at full age, w^hich would be in 1 796, is void by the 
act of 1723, by which emancipation is prohibited except for meri- 
torious services, and by permission of the governor and council ; 
that the case of Pleasants v. Pleasants, 2 Call's Rep. 319., carried 
the law far enough, although it violated no statute. The will 
merely directed, that his slaves should have their freedom when- 
ever the laws would permit it, and created a trust to support the 
devise. And the court said, that emancipation by deed or will, 
made before May, 1782, of a slave, even where freedom is to take 
eifect at a future time, is unlawful and void. 



(B) By Will. 
1. 

Mary v. Morris, et al. Aug. T. 1834. 7 Louisiana Rep. 135. 

The plaintiff claimed freedom under the will of one Marshall, onSty 
who held her in slavery in the state of Georgia. The testator contraven- 
died, and the slave was taken by the testator's daughter to Loui- "J^*^ 

° law 01 the 

siana, and there sold by the executors of her husband after his st.ite is 

, void. 

decease, , 



m SLAVERY. 

The defendant pleaded, that the will of Mar^shttll devising free- 
dom to his slaves wai) void } that by the laws of Georgia a slave 
could only be set free by a legislative act. 

The district judge thougiit, that slaves, being passive in their 
situation and character, it was the duty of the executor to see the 
will executed, which he viewed in the light of a contract. Judg- 
ment for plaintiir. Appeal. 

But the court reversed the judgment, and held, that the be- 
quest in the will being prohibited by the laws of Georgia, where 
it was made, is null and void; that the bequest of liberty to 
slaves, which is made in contravention of the law of a state enacted 
for the security of the public peace and good order of the com- 
munity, is absolutel3' null and void, and such slaves do not, ipso 
facto, become free under the will, or being brought into this state 
where slavery is tolerated, but in which slaves may be manumitted 
by will. And see Pleasants v. Pleasants, 2 Call's Rep. 319., 
where a devise of freedom to depend upon a subsequent contin- 
gency (as where the state should grant aright to emancipate) was 
valid. 

So where 

the will is 2. 
tieciared 

void. Chasteen v. Ford» Spring T. 1824. 5 Little's Rep. 268* 

Trespass, by Ford, a man of colo/, against Chasteen, to recover 
his freedom. 

It appeared, that Lewis Chasteen made his will, and devised, 
that all his slaves should be set free on their arriving at 25 years 
of age. The children of the testator exhibited a bill in equity 
against the executors, alleging the invalidity of the will, and pray- 
ing a decision of the court thereon. The court pronounced 
against the validity of the will. Ford arrived at the age specified 
in the w^ill after the court had pronounced against its validity. 
And the question on these facts is, whether Ford was entitled to his 
freedom or not. 

Per Cur. Oivshy^ J. Ford claims his freedom under the will ; 
and was the question of his right governed exclusively by the import 
of the will, we should have no difficulty in|)ronouncing Ford a free- 
man. He had arrived at the age of 25 years, the commencement 
of this action, and the will expressly declares he should be eman- 
cipated at that age. 

But the will has been declared to be inoperative, by the decree 
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of a court of equity, and that decree was, in argument, contended 
to be conclusive in tlie present case. But Ford was no party to 
that suit; and it was insisted in argument, that as to him the de- 
cree can liave no operation in this contest. It must not be for- 
gotten, that at the time the decree was pronounced. Ford had not 
arrived at the age to which, by the will, he had to arrive before 
he was entitled to his freedom. He could not, therefore, have been 
made a party, and the failure to have made him a party, cannot be 
alleged to render the decree inoperative as to him. 

3. 

Chew v. Gary. June T. 1825. 6 Har. & Johns. Rep, 526. ; 
S. P. Hughes v. Negro Milly et al., 5 Har. & Johns. 
Rep. 310. ; Hamilton v. Cragg, 6 Har. & Johns. Hep. 
16. 

Suit for freedom. Mary Ann Wood devised as follows : ** My 
will and desire is, that all my negroes shall be free, except my ne- 
gro woman Nanny ; and my will is, that she shall serve my mo- 
ther Ann Brown during her life, and at her death, my said negro 
woman Nanny to enjoy- her freedom." The petitioner for freedom 
was the child of Nanny, and was born after the death of Mary Ann 
Wood, and during the life of Ann Brown. The defendant de- 
murred to the petition, and the court ruled the demurrer sufficient, 
and the petitioner appealed. Judgment affirmed. 

4. 

In the Matter of Nan Mickbl, a Negro Girl. Aug. T. 1817. 
14 John's. Rep. 324. ; S. P. Petry v. Christy, 19 Johns- 
Rep. 53. 



The testator, by his last will, devised as follows : "I manumit The act of 

mauumis- 
sion must 



and give freedom to my negro woman, Mott. and her daughter Nan, 



immediately after my decease." After the date of the will the tes- be perfcct- 
tator sold Nan. On a habeas corpus to the assignee of the purcha- deiivering 
ser, the question before the court was, whether Nan was entitled orwHUng 
to her freedom. to the slave 

.or some 

Per Cur. The sale made by the testator after making His will third per- 
was, pro tantOj a revocation of his will. The will has no effect be- benefit. 
fore the death of the testator. Although a manumission of a slave 
does not rest upon the principles of a contract, but is an act of be- 
nevolence, sanctioned by the statute, and made obligatory if in 
40 



SLAVERY. 

writing ; yet such writing ought to pass out of the hands, mil from 
under the control of the master. In all the cases we have had 
before us on this question, the certificate of the master has either 
been delivered to the slave, or to some third person for his benefit, 
and the act has thereby become consunnnated. But in the case 
before ufl, it must be considered as resting only in intention. No 
act has been done that is binding on the master. Wc are of opi- 
nion, therefore, that the girl is not entitled to her freedom. 

Pleasants v. Pleasants. 2 Call's Ecp. 319. 357. 

The testator, by his will in 1771, directed^ that "all his slaves 
should be free, when they arrived at the age of 30 years, and the laws 
of the land would permit them to be free without being transported 
out of the country ; that is, all his slaves now born, or hereafter 
shall be born, whilst their mothers were in the service of him ov 
his heirs, to be free at the age of 30 years, as above mentioned, 
their age to be adjudged of by his trustees." He then gave his son 
Robert eight negroes, "on condition he allowed them to be free 
at the age of 30 years, if the laws of the land would admit of it 
and then devised the residue of the slaves to sundry persons under 
similaV conditions. 

Held by the court, that the limitations were good in the event of 
such a law being passed, while the slaves remained in the posses- 
sion of the family, without change by the intervention of creditors 
or purchasers ; it being considered too rigid to apply the rule re- 
specting the limitation of the remainder of a chattel upon too re- 
mote a contingency, with all its consequences, to the present ca.-e ; 
but that a reasonable principle ought to be adopted to suit its pecu- 
liar circumstances. And, therefore, after the passage of the act of 
1782, permitting the emancipation on certain conditions imposed to 
prevent persons emancipated from becoming burdensome to the 
community, the court being of opinion that the limited manumis- 
sion, according to the modifications in the will could alone take 
place, and that the terms for securing the public against the main- 
tenance of the aged and infirm, could not be equitably imposed 
upon the devisees, it %vas decreed that all the slaves (not subject to 
the claims of creditors or purchasers) who at the date of the decree 
were above the age of 45, and their increase born after their re- 
spective mothers had attained the age of 30 years, should be 
emancipated so soon as the executor of the several trustees, or any 
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oth^tl'^person, should, in the courts of the seveml counties in which 
the slave respectively resided, enter into bonds witli approved sure- 
ties, payable to the justices then sitting in each courts and their suc- 
cessors, with condition, that the said slaves should not become 
chargeable to the public, or should enter into one such bond for 
the whole in the general court ; that all who, at the same date 
were abve 30 years, and under 45, should be immediately emanci- 
pated and set free to all intents and purposes, as if horn free ; and 
that all who at the same date were under the age of 30, and whose 
mothers had not attained that age at their birth, and all their future 
descendants, born while their mothers were in such service, should 
serve their several owners until they should arrive at SO years of 
age, and then be free. 

6, 

Walthall's Ex'rs v. Robertson et al. June T. 1830. 

2 Leigh's Rep, 189. 

In the year 1819, Francis Walthall made his will, and devised as tw»na^"^' 
follows : " Item, if it be agreeable to the laws of this state, (Virginia) emanci- 
in which I live, that after the death of my said wife Mary, it is my valid, and 
will and desire, that the following slaves owned by me, viz. Joan, vvhen the 
Sen'r, Gary^ Jack, Tom, and Peter, shall, as soon as they attain p^"fjj.'^"i^ 
the age of thirty-one years, be freed ; and I appoint my friends, J. 
Morris and E. H. Hendrick, trustees for the liberation of said 
slaves, and for them to make the necessary application to the 
court on said slaves' behalf, both as to their freedom and remain- 
ing in the state. If the laws of the state be against such procedure, 
then my will is, that said slaves be equally divided among my 
children." After the death of the testator's widow, his children 
brought a bill against the executor, Morris, in the county court of 
Buckingham, who decided they were not entitled to their freedom^ 
and decreed a division among the plaintiffs. The executor appealed 
to the superior court of chancery of Richmond, which affirmed 
the decree, and then he appealed to this court. 

Per Cur. Cabel, J. The testator, by his will says, if the law 
will suffer my slaves, if emancipated, to remain in Virginia, I free 
them. If the laws will not suffer it, I give them to my children. 

Per Green, J. The question is, whether the testator intended 
that the slaves in question should be freed (to use his own expres- 
sion) upon hia wife's death at all events, unless the law in force 
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when that happened should prohibit emancipation upon any terms 1 
or, that they should be freed only in the event that the laws should 
then permit emaneipation, and those emancipated to remain in the 
state, by leave of the courts, or otherwise. This last was the con- 
struction adopted by the courts below, and I think the construction 
the correct one. The expression, "If tlie laws of Virginia be agains* 
the said procedure," refers to all which the testator had directed 
to be done, both to the emancipation of the slaves, and procuring 
permission to them to remain in the state. And by the law at the 
date of the will, and the testator's death, the slaves could not be 
allowed to remain in the state. They are not entitled to their free- 
dom, and the decree ought to be affirmed. 

7. 

Rucker's Adm'r v. Gilbert. May T. 1831. 3 Leiglj's 

Rep. 8. 

As to be Rucker by his will declared, " Item, it is my will and desire 

fVc G Bit tllC 

death of die that my mulatto man, James Gilbert, should be free ; but finding 
tebtator. ^herc would be some difBcalty for it to be so, and for him to remam 
here, I therefore request my executors to I'ly off three acres of 
land for said James Gilbert, at any corner of my land, and Tet him 
settle on it, that he may think proper, and he is to have it during 
his natural life, on good behaviour, and then to return to my estate.'* 
After the death of the testator, Gilbert brought a suit in forma 
pauperis, against the administrator to recover his freedom, and the 
county court gave judgment in his favor ; and the administrator 
appealed to the circuit court, which affirmed thejudgment, and he 
appealed to this court. 

Per Cur. Brooke, J. Did the testator intend Gilbert should 
he free at his death 1 If he did, the provisions in the will were 
very inconsistent. He says, " It is my will and desire that my 
mulatto man, James Gilbert, should be free." If he had stopped 
here, there would have been no doubt, that James Gilbert would 
have been free : and here he would have stopped if he had simply 
intended to emancipate him ; but finding, as he says, " there 
would be some difficulty for it to be so, and for him to remain here " 
that is, as a freeman, he does not desire his executors to remove 
that difficulty, by sending him out of the state, but desires them to 
lay off three acres of land, which he is to have on good behaviour ; 
certainly not as a freeman, because, as such, he could impose no 
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such condition upon him ; nor could he, as he has done in the last 
member of the chiuse, suljject him to the control and direction of 
his executors, in the character of a freeman. 

However much the testator might have desired that Gilbert 
should be free, it was very clear, that he was deterred by the ditli.. 
culties which the law presented with respect to residence here, 
and under the circumstances, determined to do what he consider- 
ed next best for him, to settle him for life on a piece of land, 
there to enjoy the fruits of his own labor. Both judgments re- 
versed, and judgment entered for appella t. 

8. 

MoosA V. Allain. Dec. T. 1825. IG Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 99. 

Appeal from the court of the fourth district. 

Fer Cur. Martin, J. The plaintiff states, that he was, before ^i^JJewhoiB 
the death of the late Julien Povdras, a slave for life of said Poy- «l»«"ecteil to 

" •'be set free 

dras : who bequeatlied to all his slaves their freedora, on the fol- by the lust 

will of* his 

lowing conditions : That each of his plantations should be sold, master can 
with all the slaves who might be on each of them respectively. tervenUon 

2d. That all said slaves should be considered as attached to, and ^ magis- 
trate to 

inseparable from, the respective plantations on which they were prevent his 
at the time of the sale. 3d. That the purchasers of said plantations oui"of^the 
respectively, should be bound to keep thereon all the negroes ^t^^^'^"*^*- 
purchased with each of them, during twenty-five years, and at the 
expiration of that period to enfranchise them. That B. Poydras 
purchased one of said plantations, situated at Fausse Riviere, 
with a number of slaves attached thereto, of which the plaintifl' was 
one ; and afterwards sold it with the said slaves to one of the de- 
fendants, with the conditions mentioned in the will, as aforesaid, 
which was mentioned at the sale, and inserted in the pmes verbal. 
But that the said defendant, in violation of them, sold him to Vill- 
neuve Leblanc the other defendant, who has ^brought the plaintilT 
to the parish of West Baton Rouge, against his will and inclina- 
nation, and intends to remove him out of the state. The petition 
concludes with a prayer for the recession of the sale of Leblanc ; 
that he may be ordered and decreed, to restore the plaintiff on the 
plantation at Faussee Riviere, with which he was sold, and be en- 
joined from removing him therefrom. The defendant pleaded tiie 
general issue. There was judgment for the defendant, and the 
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plaintiff appealed. By a clause of the will, the testator directs the 
terms of sale of his plantations and slaves in the following words : 
** The sales of any of my plantations, as to the slaves which are 
attached to them, (and all my slaves are to be considered as at- 
tached to them,) is to be made, with the obligation imposed on the 
purchaser of my plantations, their heirs and assigns, all the slaves, 
of either sex, who shall be sold with the said plantations respect- 
ively, even the children born or to be born, at the expiration of 
twenty-five consecutive years, from, the date of the sale. And the 
slaves, who at this epoch may not have the legal age for emanci- 
pation, shall be bound to work for their respective purchasers, their 
heirs and assigns, till they reach that age ; when they are to be 
emancipated as aforesaid. Likewise, the purchasers of my said 
plantations are to be bound for themselves, their heirs and assigns, 
to have care of, and treat with humanity, and keep on said plan- 
tations respectively, without requiring any labor from them, all 
such slaves so purchased, who may evidently have attained the 
age of sixty years, and pay thcra annually a sum of twenty-five 
dollars, as a relief against the infirmities of age. These terms are 
to be rigorously executed, and all persons, in the name of human- 
ity, and particularly the officers of the state, are authorized and 
requested by me, to cause them to be executed and respected." 
The right to remain on the plantation, with which each of the tes- 
tator's slaves was sold, is only given to those who may have attain- 
ed the age of sixty years, at ihe expiration of twenty-five years 
from the sale. In the mean while the right of a purchaser to 
the labor of the slaves, wherever he chooses to have it performed, 
is perfect, unless, perhaps, the slave may be allowed the aid of the 
magistrate, in case of an evident attempt to transport him out of 
the jurisdiction of the state, in order to frustrate his hope of eman- 
cipation, under the will and sale, by compelling the purchaser to 
give security for the forthcoming of the slave in due time, or other- 
wise. In the present case, there is no evidence of even an inten- 
tion of the defendant, Leblanc, to transport the plaintiff*. Judg- 
ment affirmed. 
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9 

Burrouch's adm'r v. Negro Anna. June T. 1817. 4 Har. & 

Johns. Rep. 262. 

Petition for freedom. The petitioner was the slave M^v one A devise to 

a slave 

Burroughs, and claimed to be free under his will, which was in over forty- 
the following words : " I give and bequeath unto my negro wo- fa^hivS 
man, called Anna, her liberty, and the advantages of her son as a 
laborer so long as she lives, and a young bay mare three years old 
next spring, and four barrels of Indian corn, and three hundred 
weight of pork, and one black cow about six years old, and a hoe 
and an axe, and a spinning wheel and card, cotton cards, and one 
iron pot, &c., and it is my will and desire, that my man Josias, her 
son, be the entire right saad property of her, the said Anna. At 
the time of the death ot the testator she was about forty-five years 
of age. The defendant is the administrator of the testator. Th i 
county court gave judgment for the petitioner, and the defendant 
appealed to this court. Judgment reversed. 

10. 

QuARLES V. QuARLES ct al. March T. 1811. 2 Munf. Rep. 

321. 

The court held, that where slaves are specifically bequeathed to The ^ro- 
a child, when he or she shall attain the age of twenty-one, or shall slaves spe- 
marry, and no provision is made for maintenance in the mean time, vS'go^^to' 
their intermediate profits, if not otherwise disposed of, do not pass the legatee, 
by a general residuary dause, but they belong to the legatee ; and 
the same rule applies to the interest from the time of the receipt 
thereof by the executor, and no good reason appearing for failing 
to apply the principal to the use of the legatee. See Graham v. 
Woodson, 2 Call's Rep. 249 ; Coke v. Wise, 3 Hen. & Munf. 463 ; 
Dilliard v. Tomlinson, 1 Munf. 183. 214. 



Harris v. Clarissa and others. March 't. 1834. 6 Yerger's 

Tennessee Rep. 227. 

This was an action of trespass and false imprisonment, brought a citizen 

by the defendants in error against the plaintiff. The defendant f/„aSe 

below pleaded, that they were slaves for life. Upon the trial it was y^^J^ ^^9^' 

proved that Clarissa was originally a slave, the property of Thomas last will 

Bond, a citizen, at the time of his death, of the state of Maryland. tnL'^in' 
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which i« Bond died in 1800, and his lust will and testament contains the fol- 
iilJJ danm 'i lowing clouse : " And my mind and will further is, that all the nc* 
iter my 8'^^*^'* which I have herein belbre gi^en to my children, which arc 
" 'irl ^tM twenty-five years, and also all the young negroes 

nil tini s, whicWr^may have in possession at the time of my decease, shall 
whS*'"! ^^^^'^ ^^^^^ freedom when they respectively arrive at the age of 
SoVore'^** twenty-five.*' Clarissa was one of the young negroes belonging 
giv«!ut(Mny to said Bond at the time of his death, she being then about ten 
which "are ycars o'ld. liluriT.Lh, Delia, and Edward, three of the plaintifts, are 
'^|o^o*^Vf^^ children of /"Chuissa, rmd were born after the death of said Bond, 
Wenty.fivo and before the said Clarissa arrived at the age of twenty-five.. 
aUoTnllS Edy and Martha, two of her children, also plaintiffs, were born 
groe? after fiyhe wa^ twenty-five years old. They were ail born in Ten- 
vviiich I iiessee, and neither of the children are twenty-five years old. It 
in my pos- was admitted, that slaves could be set free in Maryland in 1800, 
Se lime of ^^^^ ^''^ testament. The defendant derived title to the 
ti plJiintiffs through Mrs. Eliza Love, a daughter of the said Thomas 
have Hiair/ Bond. The court charged the jury, that Clarissa would^not be free 
wluvji ,i^y until she arrived at the age of twenty-five^ That when she arrived 
\y7tr!vatt was free, and all her children born after that period 

ihc^.nge of were free; but, as to those born before she was twenty- five, they 
five."^ would be slaves until they arrived at the age of twenty-five, and 
the chil*** then they would also be free ; and that in no case could they be 
female^ and deemed slaves for life. The verdict of the jury was, 

siavcst, u*lo " that they find the issues in favor of the plaintiffs ; and that the 
vision ^^'^ said Clarissa and her two youngest children, Edy and Martha, are 
tUurto^'be slaves ; and that the three eldest children, Hannah, Delia, and 
free at Edward, will be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-five. 
f}ve"*"'Ivero Per CuT. Catrou, Ch. J. Thomas Bond, a citizen of Maryland, 
Jdthongh' ''^ the year 1800, made his last will, by which he liberated several 
born be- Qf jjjg glavcs, and amongst other devises and bequests were the fol- 

fore Uieir . 
mother was lowing : 

Jive"j4ars ^^t. I give to my son, Phil. Bond, a negro man, Bishop, to serve 
*'^* him five years after my death ; and at the expiration of said five 

years, the said Bishop to be a freeman. 

2d. I give to m.y son Edward Bond, one negro boy named Jim, 
aged fourteen years, to serve him until he is twenty-five years of 
age, and then at the expiration of the time to be a freeman. 

3d. I give to my son, Thomas Bond, a negro boy named Fred- 
crick, aged twelve years, to serve him until twenty-five years of 
age, and then at the expiration of that time to be a freeman. One 
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negro boy named Abelurcl, aged one year, to serve hiin until he is 
twenty-five years of age, and then, at the expiration of that time, to 
be a freeman. 

4th. My will is, that my negro woman named Dinah, sholphave 
her freedom tit my death ; my negro woman, Suck, to hdvo her 
freedom at the expiration of three years after my death ; my negro 
woman, Rachel, shall have her freedom at the expiration of five 
years after my death ; negro Betty, which 1 have given unto my 
daughter Elizabeth Gibson, shall have her freedom at the expira- 
tion of four years after my death. 

And further, my mind and will is, that all the negroes which I 
have hereintofore given to my children, which are under the age 
of twenty-five years, and also, all the young negroes which I, may 
have in my possession at the time of my decease, shall have their 
freedom when they respectively arrive at the age of twenty-five. 
Thomas Bond died in Maryland, and the will was duly proved and 
authenticated. The clauses recited, emancipating the slaves of 
the testator, were made in accordance with the act of Maryland of 
1796, ch. 67. sec. 13., by which it is provided, *' that from and 
after the passage of this act, it shall and may be lawful for any 
person or persons, capable in law of making a valid will and testa- 
ment, to grant freedom to, and eflfect the manumissioxx of* any 
«lave or slaves belonging to such person or persons, by his, her, or 
their last will and testament ; and sueh ?nanunsission, of any slave 
or slaves may be made to take effect at Uie death of the testator 
or testators, or at such other periods as may be limited in sutih last 
will and testament." The statute prohibits manumission to the 
prejudice of creditors, of slaves over forty-five, and also of such as 
shall not be able to work and gain a sufficient maintenance and 
livelihood at the time the freedom given shall commence. Clarissa, 
at the time of the testator's death, was about ten years of age, 
, and claims her freedom by that clause of the will manumitting the 
young negroes. Before Clarissa was twenty-five, she had three 
children, Hannah, Delia, and Edward ; after that age she had Edy, 
and Martha. The mother and five children all sued jointly in this 
action. The circuit court adjudged Clarissa free at twenty-five, 
and that Martha and Edy, following the condition of the mother, 
were free, because born after she was free. The court also ad- 
judged, that the three children born before Clarissa was twenty-five, 
followed the condition of the mother, and would be free at their 
respective ages of twenty-five ; neither of them at the time of the 
41 



323 



SLAVERY. 



time of the trial being that old. To this part of the charge, and 
finding of the jury thereon, error is assigned for the plaintiffs in 
error ; and also for the defendants in error, Hannah, Delia, and 
Ed,^^|,rd, who claim to have been born free. 

This cause has been argued with an anxiety for the defendants 
in error, and with an ability on both sides, leaving the court nothing 
to wish, save something of information of the course of adjudica- 
tion in Maryland, if any has been had there Oji jthe subject. With 
the lights before us, however, we have come, to :a conclusion satis- 
factory to the majority of the court. 

The statute of Maryland is open to remark in explanation of the 
will. Young slaves incapable of supporting themselves could not 
be emancipated, if the firecdom given was to commence during 
such incapacity. When making the will the testator was governed 
by this restriction in reference to the slave children. The statute 
does not give directly any powers to the testator to control the in- 
crease of the females who were slaves at his death ; yet he having 
uncontrolled power of their freedom or slavery, it is perhaps the 
most consistent construction of the act to say, he had the power 
to declare the condition of Clarissa's children born before the free- 
dom commenced. As to this middle state affecting the three chil- 
dren born before the mother was twenty-five, the legislature has 
not declared its will. And in giving a construction to the will 
made pursuant to the statute, the court must bear in mind, the 
claim is one involving human liberty, and that the testator's inten- 
tion must be favorably interpreted to this end. 4 Am. Dig. 535. ; 
1 Wash. Rep. 239. ; 5 Am. Dig., title Slaves. ;» Cook's Justi- 
nian, 12. 13. 4. The increase must follow the condition of themo-- 
ther. If when born she was a slave, they are slaves ; if free, they 
are free. 

She was not a slave for life ; this is not insisted on ; but that un- 
til she attained the age of twenty-five she was a slave. So the 
circuitjudge thought, and instructed the jury that the three children 
were slaves until the age of twenty-five years, when they should be 
free. Of course, if this construction be the true one, we have in 
perpetuity, slaves for a term of years ; the descendants of Cla- 
rissa's daughters must be in the same condition. Let us run out 
the consequences of this construction. Such was to have her free- 
dom at the expiration of three years after the testator's death ; 
Rachel, at the expiration of five years ; Betty, at the expiration 
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of two years. At what acjes these women were free does not ap- 
pear. Suppose they had children before the time arrived ? Shoukl 
they be free at the same age the mother attained when she was free ? 
This is in accordance to the decision of the circuit court : or shall 
they be free at the end of the mother's term ? Had she been a slave 
forever, their condition would have been the same. She being a 
slave for years, their condition could not be worse. The child 
before born is pia||{(»f the nnother, and its condition the same ; the 
birth does not altei* its rights. If the mother at the time of the 
birth be free, it lis free. Justinian's Institut. by Cooper, 13. In 
this respect, the rule governing slave property in this state and the 
civil law are alike. It is confidently believed that no such middle 
ground can be taken in this and similar cases. We find conflict- 
ing decisions on the subject. The case of Pleasants v. Pleasants, 
2 Call's Rep. 320., decided nothing to afford any aid. It only de- 
termined that the testator had the right to declare the condition of 
the children of his female slaves. 

In the case of Maria v. S irbaugh, 2 Randolph's Rep. 228., it 
is holden, that a female slave declared to be free at the age of thir- 
ty-one years, and having issue before she arrives at that age, the 
children are slaves for life- But we are told, the question as to 
the civil state of the children born before the mother attained the 
age of thirty-one, depends upon the true construction of the sta- 
tute of 1753 of Virginia, Upon the policy of that state, growing 
out of, and evidenced by this and other statutes, is th decision 
mainly grounded. It is a most strict construction, not to say a 
a strained one, in prejudice of human liberty, and is in conflict 
with the opinions of Chancellor Wythe and Judge Roane, in the 
case of Pleasants v. Pleasants, 2 Call's Rep. 338. In the case 
of Ned v, Beal, in Kentucky, 2 Bibb's Rep. 298., the supreme 
court held, that a female slave devised to be free in the year 1804, 
who had children after the testator's death, and before the year 
1804 was a slave until 1804, and that the children were slaves for 
life. With the reasons of this decision we are not satisfied. In 
New-Jersey, where a will contained the following clause : *' I leave 
my two negro girls to be sold by my executors for the term of fifteen 
years, and at the end of that term to be free," it was held, that the 
negroes ceased to be slaves from the time of the sale, and therefore 
a child born of one of them during the term, was free. 1 Cox's 
Rep, 36.; 4 Am. Dig. 534. 
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Something in accordance to the principles of this detemination 
was decided in Virginia, subsequent to tbo case of Maria v. Sur- 
baugh, in Isaac v. West's executor, 6 Rand's Rep. 652.; that if the 
construction of a deed of emancipation be doubtful, resort may be 
had to the rule, that the deed is to be taken most strongly against 
the grantor, and liberally construed in favor of liberty ; a rule, grow- 
ing out of the spirit of the laws of all civilized nations which favor 
liberty ; that a deed of emancipation, by which the master manu- 
mits his slaves at his death, but directs that they shall serve him 
as long as he lives, and at hit* death go free from all persons, passes 
a present right to freedom, reserving a right in the grantor to their 
personal services during his life as a condition of the emancipation. 
Therefore, a child born of one of the emancipated females in the 
interval between the execution of the deed and the death of the 
grantor, is free Irom its birth. This adjudication proceeds upon 
the ground of a vested right of freedom communicated to the fe- 
male, and placing her on the footing of a person bound to service 
for a term of years, who has a general right to freedom, but there 
is an exception out of it by contract. So of the New-Jersey de- 
cision. Had Clarissa a vested right to freedom on the death of 
Thomas Bond ? As to Suck, Rachel, and Betty, and as to the 
man Bishop, devised for five years to Phil Bond, we think there can 
be no doubt they were intended by the testator to be free persons, 
held to service for a term of years ; nor can we bring our minds 
to believe the testator meant diffierently, than if he had said, I will 
that my girl, Clarissa, be free, but that she serve my children for 
the term of fifteen years ; being then twenty-five years of age, she 
will be able to support herself in compliance with the statute of 
1796, and will have been raised to industry, and in moral habits by 
my children, so that she may the better enjoy her freedom. Fur- 
thermore, it is right she should pay for her raising, which by the 
time she is twenty-five she will have done. With this explanation, 
no one will deny that Clarissa Avould have taken by the will a 
present right to freedom at the testator's death, encumbered with 
a condition to serve fifteen years. In reference to Rachel, Suck, 
Betty, and Bishop, the testator was sufficiently explicit to the above 
effect, and we think he manifestly meant the same thing when 
emancipating his young negroes. Suppose Suck twenty-two, he 
knew her age, and he said she should serve until she was twenty- 
five, and then go free ; how would this have differed from the 
words used : my woman, Suck, to have her freedom, at the expi. 
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ration of three years after my death ? That Clarissa rested under 
most of the disabilities pertaining to a state of slavery, is true ; but 
that she took a vested and undoubted right to freedom by Tbos. 
Bond's will, is equally true. The children born of Clarissa, in the 
state of Tennessee, came into existence impressed with the rights 
our laws confer. They were not the slaves for life, of William Har- 
ris. They could only be his slaves until the termination of twenty- 
five years from the birth of their mother. Her stale and condition 
fixed that of her increase, during the particular estate, and also 
after its termination. With us the remainderman takes the in- 
crease of slaves born during the term. Timms v. Potter, 1 Hayw. 
Rep. 234. ; 2 Yerger's Rep. 68(>. If the termor has no further 
title, and there be no one to take in remainder, slavery ceases of 
course. Such we take to be the condition of the three children born 
of Clarissa before she was twenty-five. But as it is insisted, that 
the decisions in Maryland will be conclusive of this cause, contrary 
to our present impressions, we will hold it up until the next term, 
so that they may be had, or rather such of them as we have not 
seen and examined. 

The cause was argued, and the above opinion prepared at the 
March term, 1833. The case was again argued at this term, after 
which the chief justice delivered the following opinion of the court : 

This cause was, at the last term, holden up under advisement 
to obtain and look into Maryland authorities. The cases of Ham- 
ilton V. Craig, and Chew v. Gary, have been produced to us. 6 
Har. & Johns. Rep. 16. 526. They established the position, that 
if a negro woman slave be given to A, for his life, and at his death 
the slave to be free, the increase born of such woman during the 
life estate, are slaves for life, and the property of him to whom the 
use is limited. In Maryland, the issue is considered not an acces- 
sary, but as a part of the use, like that of other female animals. 
1 Har. & M'Hen. Rep. 160. 352. j 1 Har. & Johns' Rep. 526.; 
1 Hayw. Rep. 335. Suppose a brood mare be hired for five years, 
the foals belong to him who has a part of the use of the dam. 2 
Black. Com. 290.; 1 Hayw. Rep. 335. The slave in Maryland, 
in this respect, is placed on no higher or different ground. Had 
the defendant, Harris, continued in Maryland, and the three 
children born of Clarissa, before she attained twenty-five years of 
age, been born there, they would have been his property, just as 
much as the produce of the labor of Clarissa. But Hannah, De- 
lia, and Edward, were born in Tennessee, and the defendant's righ^ 
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to property in them vested subject to our laws ; by which, the Hrst 
taker has the same interest to the increase he has to the mother, 
Timms v. Potter, 1 Hayw. Rep. 234.; 2 Yerg. Rep. 586.; Cook's 
Rep, 113. 381. Had Clarissa been given to Harrisi by will in Ten- 
nessee, until she arrived at the age of twenty-five, and then over 
in remainder, Harris would have been entitled to her services for 
the term, and to the services of her children for the term ; but 
then the mother and also the children would have gone over to the 
remainderman. When the title of Harris to Clarissa ceased, his 
title, by our law, to the three children ceased. That he has no 
right to their service 5 is manifest. 

North Carolina adopted (he rule of nature, pertaining to human 
creatures, in declaring that the condition of the mother should be 
that of the child. The law does not seperate the title : they go 
to the remainderman together ; and if there be no remainderman 
to take the mother, the child goes with her. By Thomas Bond's 
will, there is no one to take in remainder. His executors were the 
first takers, until the young slaves respectively attained twenty-five 
years of age, and then they were to go free. Harris, as distributee, 
took the title the executors had. As first taker, his title ended 
when Clarissa was twenty-five. The executors have no title over, 
nor has any one. 

As to Hannah, Delia, and Edward, the judgment will be re- 
versed, and the cause remanded for another trial. As to Clarissa 
and the other children, the judgment will be affirmed, and they go 
free. Green, J., dissented. 

A devise 

Lilcy^ ^^^'^ ^^27. 6 Monroe's Rep. 49. 

William Hart devised as follows : " All the rest of my slaves, by 
name Alsey, Lucy, Ann, Selinaand Turner, shall be emancipated, 
dren, if with their children, if they should have any, as soon as they seve- 
haTetny'"^ ^^^b' ^^^i^^ at thirty years of age, except the last mentioned, and 
theyXuid "^"^^ Turner, who shall serve Jer'h Davis until he is 21 years 
arrive at of age, and then he be free." 

thirU'Years ■» i • ,i -n i , «™ 

of age ma- 1^"*^}% named in the will, and mother of Fanny Ann, attained the 
Sto ^'^'''^y y^^^'^ '^^^h Jast, her child Fanny Ann being 

when the about ten years of age. Judgment, that Fanny is free, and Hart 

mother ar- , , ^ j ^ 

rives at appealed. 

*thirty^' ^^^^^ Ch. J. The appellant's counsel argues, that 

years. Fanny Ann^s right to freedom does not accrue under the will until 



shaJl he 
emancipa- 
ted with 
their chil 
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she arives at thirty. The counsel for the appellee insists, that her 
rig'ht to freedom was consummated by her mother Lucy's ariving at 
the age of thirty. 

The component parts of the sentence of the will reduced by 
grammatical rule, from the complex to the simple and natural order 
and arrangement, stand thus : " Alsey, Lucy, Ann, and Selinn, 
shall be emancipated as soon as they shall severally arrive at thirty 
years of age, with their children, if they should have any." The 
sentence thus arranged and simplified, expresses what we think 
the testator intended, and what is expressed by his words. After 
the most attentive examination, we are satisfied with the opinion 
that the right of Fanny Ann to her freedom is not to be postponed 
till she arrives at thirty years of age, but was complete on her mo- 
ther's attaining thirty years. Judgment affirmed. 

13. 

Negro George et al. v. Corse's adm^r. June T. 1827. 

2 Har. & Gill's Rep, I. 

Petition for freedom. 

The plaintiffs claimed their freedom under the will of James Slaves ma- 
Corse, which contained the following words : *' Imprimis, 1 hereby by^'wiri"^ 
set free all my negroes of every description, in the following man- pg^rsonal^^ 
ner, which is to say, the men, George, David, Jim, and Henry, at estate is 
my death ; also the women, to wit, Maria, Beck, and Mary, with cient^"o 
their issue in case they should have issue between this time and SXi ofthe 
the period of my death ; and the boys, as they severally attain the testator 
age of twenty-one ; to wit : Isaac eighteen years old, Levi fifteen SLl to 
years old, Sandy, &c.; and the girls at the age of eighteen, with 
their issue, in case they should have issue ; to wit : Phillis fourteen 
years old, and Sally twelve years old. And it is hereby provided, 
that if my personal estate, exclusive of the negroes, should not 
be sufficient to discharge all my just debts, then my will is that my 
executor or administrator, ?s the case maybe, may sell so much of 
my real estate as will pay my debts, so as to have my negroes free 
as before stated." 

It was admitted that the personal estate of the testator, either 
including or excluding the negroes, was not at the time of his 
death, or at any time since, sufficient to pay his debts ; but that his 
real estate, including his personal property, and excluding the 
negroes, were at the time of his death, and still are, sufficient to 
pay his debts. Verdict for defendants and the petitioners appealed. 
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After argument the Court, Dorscy^ JlrchaVi and Earl, Js., afTirmed 
the judgment. 

They observed that until the act of 1796, ch. 07., the manu- 
misssion of slaves by will was prohibited, and by the act it could 
only be upon condition that it shall not prejudice creditors. And 
they had a right to their demands out of the personal estate ; and 
it was not in the power of the debtor (testator) to transfer their 
claims to the real estate; that the executor or administrator had 
no means of knowing whether the real estate would be suthcient. 
And the personal estate is the first fund for the creditor to look to 
for the satisfaction of his demand. 

Earl, J., observed, that it is not in the power of the testator to 
confine the creditors to a particular fund for the satisfaction of their 
debts to whose demands the whole of his estate was equally liable. 
More particularly was it not for him to turn them over from the 
natural fund, to one more uncertain and less accessible. 

14. 

Noel and Wife v. Garnett. Oct, T. 1786. 4 Call's, 

Rep. 92. 

Of dower Garnett devised to his wife certain slaves during her life or 
ed slute'^ widowhood, and died intestate as to other slaves. She did not 
renounce the provision under the will, but held the estate devised 
nine years. She married Noel, and she and her husband com- 
menced this suit to recover her dower in the undevised slaves. 
The court of chancery dismissed the bill, and the plainltffs appealed 
to this court. 

The court of appeals were of opinion, that the appellant, by not 
renouncing her first husband's will, was barred from recovering 
dower in the undevised slaves. 

15. 

Cooke, (a person of color,) v. Cooke. Spring T. 1823. 3 Lit- 
A slave tell's Kentucky Rep. 236. 

cannot be 

ITby 'T' "^i^liam Cooke entered into an agreement with his 

imncupa- slave,, Peter, to emancipate him, on the payment of two hundred 

tive will 

nor by an and fifty dollars ; or, rather, the contract was made with Seth 
'^^^^"ndJ Cooke and Abraham Bohannon, as agents for the slave, and was 



or condi- 
tional in- 
stmment 

writing. ment of a contract made by William Cooke and us, Seth Cooke 



tional in- rcduced to Writing, and signed by them in these words : " A state- 
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and Abraham Bohannon, as agents for Peter, rv slaVc, on th(5 tcrrnii 
following : Said Cooke agrees to enianeipate Peter, for two hun- 
dred and fifty dollai*8, with interest on one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars from the 4th of June 1815, until paid the balance of the 
above two hundred and fifty dollars. Signed, Setii Cooke, 
June 4th, 1815. Abm. Bohannon." 

In his last illness he made his nuncupative will, reduced to writing 
at the time it was spoken, but not signed by him, in which he dii ects 
that " Peter should be free, on the payment of fifty dollars, a balance 
of $250 which Seth Cooke and Abraham Bohannon, as agents for 
Peter, had undertaken to pay ; which is all paid but the aforesaid fifty 
dollars." After his death Peter paid the remaining fifty dollars to 
his widow, and executrix, and brought this action of trespass, as- 
sault, battery, and false imprisonrtient, against the appellee, to assert 
his right of freedom. On the trial, it was proved, that after the date 
of the aforesaid contract, Peter went at large as a free person, by 
the indulgence of his master, who until his death always recognized 
the rights of Peter to freedom, on the payment of two hundred and 
fifty dollars. The court, on the application of the appellee*s Coun- 
sel; instructed the jury, that Peter could not support his claim to 
freedom, under the writing aforesaid, because it was an executory 
contract ; and that the plaintiff's remedy, if any, was in a court of 
equity ; and that slaves, when they pass by last will and testament, 
being considered as real property, coUid not pass by a nuncupative 
will. The jury found a verdict, and a judgment wa^ thereupon 
rendered against Peter, and he has appealed to this dotirt. 

However strong an appeal the claim of Peter may make to the 
conscience or moral sense, we must accord with the court below 
in each of these instructions. It has been settled in this country, 
by the case of Donaldson v. Jude, 2 Bibb^s Rep. 57., that thd 
Signing, sealing, and even the acknowledgment or proof of the 
deed or will of emancipation, were all necessary requisites to sin- 
nul the relation of master and slave. It has been since decided, 
in the case of Winney v. Cartwright, Spring T. 1821, that the 
proof or acknowledgment of the instrument was no longer neces- 
sary, or even a seal, under a subsequent statute ; but that the right 
acrued at the signing of a writing expressing an emancipation. 
Still, however, it is necessary that the writing should declare the 
act done, and not merely a stipulation that it shall be done condi- 
tionally, or on the happening of some contingency. So that this 

42 
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writing, even if signed by the deceased master, could not be con- 
strued to be more than an engagement to do the very act which 
by law would emancipate. And howerer strong an acknowledg- 
ment the nuncupative will may contain, of the obligation of the 
contract, and that Peter has fulfilled the greater part ; yet, that 
slaves, as far as respects wills, must be deemed and held real estate, 
is expressly declared by the provi&ions of a statute passed the 26th 
day of November, 1800. 2 Dig. L. K. 1247. And it is a doctrine 
so well established, that real estate cannot pass by a nuncupative 
will, both according to the provision of our acts of assembly regu- 
lating wills, and by former decisions on similar statutes, that there 
can be no need of quoting authority to support it. 
Judgment aflarmed. 

16. 

Dunn v. Amy et al. Nov. T. 1820. 1 Leigh's Rep. 465. 

And are Amy, James, and Ned, negroes claiming to be free, brought 
subject to their bill in the superior court of chancery of Richmond, charg- 
festator. ing, that they had been slaves to one Campbell ; that Campbell 
died in 1819, having previously made his will, and devised as fol- 
lows : " I wish Mr. Shipherd, my executor, to emancipate the 
above-named Amy and her child James^ as also her sister Polly, 
and her brother Ned, and all their offsprings, should they have 
any ; and if possible to have leave granted to remain in the state ; 
if that cannot be granted, I wish them (1 mean Amy the princi- 
pal) to have the sum of $1,000 as soon as it can be made after my 
just debts are paid ; the residue of the money to be converted into 
United States Bank stock, the dividend to the use of Amy and her 
child James, until James arrive at the age of twenty-one years ; 
at which time I wish them equal in the stock until her death, at which 
period I wish James to have all the stock, and Polly, the house, 
that is to be left to Amy for her life. If Amy and James should 
die, I wish Polly and Ned to have the stock and house." 

The executor, in pursuance of the will, executed deeds of eman- 
cipation of the slave, dated January 4th, 1820, and in May Term, 
1821, Mitchell recovered judgment, the executoin to be levied of 
assets, quando occiderint, and the judgment was assigned to Dunn ; 
and in May, 1826, a fi,fa was sued out, ^nd levied upon the slaves. 

The court. Cabal, J., decided, that the slaves were manumitted 
by the will of Campbell, the testator, and not by the deed of eman- 
cipation of the executor; but the slaves were subject, nevertheless^ 
to the testator's debts. 
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(C.) By contract. 
1. 

Butler et al, v. Delaplaine. Oct. T. 1821. 7 Serg. & 

Rawle's Rep. 378. 

Per Cur, Duncan^ J. Though this is a claim of freedom, we Jp'"*^^ 
are not so much in favor of liberty as to lose sight, that this class of are" favor- 
people are acknowledged as slaves. The master has a property in 
them, and contracts respecting this species of property are to be 
construed by the same rules of interpretation that contracts re- 
specting any other species of property are- 

2. 

Beall v. Joseph. Spring T. 1808. Hardin's Rep. 51. 

Trespass to try Joseph's right to freedom. He bad been a slave No dcclar 
to one Woods, who agreed to let Edwards have him for four years, promise 
after which he was to be free. Both Woods and Edwards made Jf^^® * 
parol declarations to this eifect. But Edwards sold him as a slave ^^.^ 

to Beall, «an be en- 

Per Cur» It appears that Joseph was born a slave, and it not court of 
appearing that he was ever out of the limits of the state, there is 
no law by which slaves in that situation can obtain freedom, oar 
enjoy the rights of free persons, only by deed in writing, or the last 
will and testament of the owner, duly authenticated and recorded ; 
but no such deed, or will, or certificate of freedom, in favor of 
Joseph, was produced at the trial. It is, therefore, clear, that no 
declaration or promise made to the slave in this state, or for his 
benefit by the owner, or any other person, can be enforced by a 
court either of law or equity. And see Will v. Thompson, in a 
note at the end of the case, where it was held, that where a pur- 
chaser in writing contracted with the seller to manumit the slave 
at a specified time, is not a ground for a suit at common law ; but 
equity will enforce the contract, and give damages for the detea- 
tion of the negro. 
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contra, 3. 

bIiavo is Neoro Cavo v. Howard. June T, 1808. 2 Har. &c Johns. 

Hold for a ) "D-^v, '20'i 

total of J^-^P* 

it is agreed Held by the court, TilghmGn, PoUc, and Bxichmaiii J's., tliat 

the purcha- wln^rc; a slave was sold for a term of seven years, with an agrce- 

Ser'uiat nieif^between the vendor F.nd vendee, that at the end of the seven 

at iho t-nd yt(ai's the v^indee should nianumit him, whicli the vendee accord- 
1)1 seven . . - 

years the iiigly did, the sl^ive was entitled tmder the deed of manumission 

Si nmmi- of the vendee to his freedom. 

mit iiiin, 

niid he dooa . 
so, the ^' 

f'oo? ^^^^^Y V, Castillon. May T. 1818. 5 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 494, 

Mathews, J., delivered the opiiiion of the court. The plaintiff, 
wh'oTa^V ''^^^ appellant, claims her freedom, and that of her children, un- 
fjQ^\l^ der a contract between her former master and CufFy, a freeman, 
slave for a her father. A copy of the contract comes up with the record, 
cannof"b8 as wcU as the proceedings, which took place in a Spanish tribunal 
to free him Contract, by which it appears, that a judgment wa& rendered, 

after he fixing the valuc o{ each slave who was to be manumitted, under 

has receiv- , . , . . 

edapartial the stipulations in the contract, and imputing a payment of 310 
pn™"^ dollars to the benefit of one of them. By what rule of law, or 
principle of justice, the Spanish tribunal acted in its decision, it is 
uscles9 to inquire. The matter must be considered as a res judi- 
catUy and it is of little importance in deciding the cause, as it is now 
placed before this court. The expressions of the contract itself 
show clearly, that Andrew Almonaster, the defendant's first hus- 
band, and former master of the plaintift', bound himself to liberate 
the slaves mentioned therein, only on the condition of receiving 
3,400 dollars, the price of their liberty, stipulated between him and 
(Duffy. It does not appear that the sum, or any part of it, was paid 
?o him or his representatives, except 310 dollars, which were im- 
puted on the price of John Baptist^ one of the four slaves named 
in the contract, by the judgment of the Spanish tribunal ; from 
which no appeal appears to have been taken, and which fixes and 
determines the appropriation of that sum. But even that sum, 
were it now to be considerated as a general payment on the con- 
tract for all the slaves named in it, could not avail the present plain- 
tiff. Her counsel relies much on principles of the Roman law; 
^uoiie9 dubia libertatU interpreta^io est, 50, 17, ^0,, and the law 
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de servo suis nummis emptif 40. 1. 40., in which, among other things, 
it is declared, §. 10., thtit, although the whole price of his freedom 
should not be paid by the slave, nevertheless he acquires it, if the 
deficiency be afterwards supplied by his labor, or if he should ac- 
quire it by his industry. As to the rule requiring the interpretation, 
in doubtful cases, to be in favor of freedom, it is sufficient to ob- 
serve, that no one rule of interpretation in law or contracts ought 
ever to be considered of so much consequence, as to exclude the 
operation of others, equally founded in justice and common sense. 
Freedom must not be so favored by interpretation, as to depart 
entirely from the intention of the contracting parties, apparent on 
the contract itself. The law which authorizes the residue of the 
price to be supplied by the labor of the person claiming his free- 
dom, as purchased with his own money, or by the circumstance of 
acquiring property, is, in our opinion, (and as insisted on by the 
counsel of the defendant,) applicable only to such persons as are 
made free instanter, on condition of paying a certain sum in futuro. 
In such a case, when a part of the price of the person is paid, and 
the freedman continues to labor for his former master, the value of 
his lat)or may be fairly imputed as a payment ; or if he be suffered 
to act as a free person, and acquire property, be may be compelled, 
by legal proceedings, to complete the payment of the price of his 
freedom. But, in the case under consideration, the master con- 
tracted to give the deed of emancipation of the children of CufFy, 
when the latter should have satisfied and paid him 2,400 dollars. 
This mode of expression demonstrates the intention of the master 
to liberate them in futuro, after the fulfilment of the condition on 
which alone they were to be freed, viz. the complete payment of 
the price of their freedom. On tendering the full amount of the 
sum for which he promised to give them their freedom, (at any 
time perhaps,) they would be entitled to demand th'eir freedom. 
But, without payment, or an offer to pay, they surely can claim no 
benefit under the contract on which they rely. This opinion we 
believe to be in conformity with every just rule for the interpreta- 
tion of contracts. It is supported by the authority to which the 
plaintiff's counsel has resorted, fF. 40. 7., de statu liberis, in the 
fifth paragraph of the third law which declares, that the statu liber 
must fulfil the condition on which he is to be entitled to his free- 
dom, provided he be not hindered, and the condition be possible, 
It is laid down, that if the condition on which the slave is to be set 
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free, be the payment of a certain sum to the heir of the master, 
and he does not pay the whole, he shall not obtain his liberty. Si 
decern jussus dare et liber emy quinque det ; non pervenil at liberla' 
mett nisi totum det. Judgment alTirmed. 



5. 



ViCToiEB V . DussuAU. Marcli T, .1816, 4 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 212. 

Parol evi- p^r Cur, Matkews, J. In the course of the trial of this cause 
an agree- in the court bclow, the plaintiff, here the appellant, offered parol 
the"free- testimony to prove a contract between the defendant and appellee 
slave i^in- '^^^ herself, wereby the latter, who holds her in slavery, agreed tft 
adnussible. emancipate her on condition of obtaining the reimbursement of tfe 
price which she had paid for her. This testimony being rejected 
by the parish judge, a bill of exceptions was taken to his opinion, 
on which alone the case comes up before us. The light the 
plaintiff to maintain an action for her emancipation and freediopci, 
on this contract, is unequivocally declared. 3 Part. 2. 8. And ac- 
cording to the general provisions of the Spanish law, such a contract 
may be supported on, and proven by, oral testimony. We are, 
however, of opinion, that the latter laws are virtually repealed by 
the civil code. Slaves are incapable of making any contract for 
themselves, except for their freedom — an exception to the general 
rule allowed in favor of liberty ; and as, in this respect, they assume, 
in some degree, the standing and condition of free persons, the 
rules of law which direct and govern the contracts of the latter, 
must be applicable to those of the former, where the object of the 
agreement is the same. Now, according to our civil code, every 
covenant tending to dispose by a gratuitous or incumbered title of 
any immovable property must be reduced to writing, and in case the 
existence of such covenant should be disputed, no parol evidence 
shall be admitted to prove it. Code Civil, 310. art. 241. This 
principle we find recognized in the same authority, when it comes 
to treat of the transfer of title tx> immovable property and slaves, by 
sale, or exchange. Id. 344. art. 2. It is therefore clear, that 
between free persons no valid or binding contract can be made so 
as to alter the title to slaves, unless it be in writing. And, if we 
are correct in the position above taken, that the same rules must 
govern in covenants to which slaves are allowed to becpme parties, 
it is equally clear, that parol evidence ought not to be admitted to 
establish the existence of the contract on which the plaintiff, and 
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appellant, founds her action; because it tends to dispose of a slave. 
Tiie judge of the parish court acted correctly in rejecting the parol 
evidence. Judgment affirmed. 



(D.) By the effect of foreign laws. 

1. 

LiJNSFORD yi CoQuiLLON. May T. 1824.^ 14 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 401. 

Per Cur. Martin, 3. The plaintiff' alleges she is a free woman, jf the own 
and the defendant wrongfully detains her in slavery. The issue, 

' Slave re- 

liber V el non, has been found in her favor, and the defendant ap- movo her 
pealed. She does not pretend that she was born free ; and it is Jucky'S" 
admitted, that if she still be a slave, the defendant derives a title to 

^, , ' mo moran- 

her immediately from a person who was once her owner. But she di, she be- 
alleges, that some years ago her then owner removed from Ken- IplTfucto/ 
tucky into Ohio, with the intention of residing there, taking her 
thither as a part of his family. That the constitution of Ohio pro- 
vides, that " ihere shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
in the state that she resided for several years in this man's family, 
in Ohio, continuing to serve him as before ; that, having made an 
attempt to assert her freedom, he defeated it by her forcible remo- 
val into Kentucky ; from whence she was brought back into Ohio, 
and afterwards into Louisiana. Her counsel urges that, as the 
constitution of Ohio does not allow slavery in the state, her eman- 
cipation or freedom was the inevitable and immediate consequence 
of the act of her former owner, in removing her, with the inten- 
tion of residing in Ohio ; that, as she was a free woman there, 
she must be held so every where. The relation of owner and 
slave is, in the states of this union, in which it has a legal existence, 
a creature of the municipal law. Although, perhaps, in none of 
them a statute introducing it as to the blacks can be produced, it 
is believed that, in all, statutes were passed for regulating and dis- 
solving it. The issue of a female slave is held to be born in the 
condition of the mother, the maxim of the Roman law, partus 
sequitur venirem, being universally recognized. Indians taken cap- 
tives in war, have been declared slaves, and the absolute property 
of the captor ; and a kind of temporary slavery has been made 
the doom of persons of color guilty of certain breaches of the 
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hw. 2 Martin's Rcvisal of N. C. Laws ; 2 Martin's Digest of Ihc 
Laws of Louisiana, 172, In most of the states recognizing slavery, 
laws have been passed to authorize, regulate, or check the eman- 
cipation of slaves. In some, as in Pennsylvania, laws have been 
made to abolish or modify slavery. The right of a state to pass 
laws dissolving the relation of master and servant, is recognized in 
the constitution of the United States, by a very forcible implica- 
tion. This instrument declares, that no person held to service of 
labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, 
shall, in consequence of any law or regulation thereof, be dis- 
charged from such service or labor. Hence the implication is 
strong, that such persons, who do not escape, but whose owners 
voluntarily bring, may be discharged by the laws or regulations of 
the state in which they are so brought. Por if this could not be, 
to what use would be the prohibition 1 The counsel for the plain- 
tiff, presuming that he has thus shown the right of states to dis- 
solve the relation of owner and slave in other cases than the ex- 
cepted one, contends, that the state of Ohio having forbidden its 
existence, the relation is, ipso facto, dissolved, when owners of 
slaves, in other states, come with such slaves into Ohio, with the 
intention of residing there. The words used by the framers of the 
constitution being the most forcible ones to express the idea that 
every one in the state should be free. It is argued, that if the rela- 
tion of owner and slave is a creature of the municipal law, in these 
states, and may be regulated, modified, and dissolved by it, it fol- 
lows, that when dissolved, according to the law of the domicil of 
the owner and of the slave who lives with him, (if the slave can 
have a domicil other than his owner's,) it must be considered every 
where, as having legally ceased to exist. 

The converse of the proposition is certainly true. An Indian 
captive reduced to slavery under the laws of North Carolina, and 
a colored man under those of Louisiana, woyld be considered as 
the propety of the captor or purchaser, in every state in the Union 
in which the slavery of Indians or negroes is allowed. So, slaves 
legally emancipated, according to the law of tL'e domicil of the 
owner, would be supported in the enjoyment of their freedom. 
So, the incipient right to freedom of the issue of a female slave, 
registered according to the laws of Pennsylvania, would prevail in 
Kentucky, notwithstanding her removal to the latter state. Bibb 
Qualitates personales certo loco alicui jwe impresses ubique circumferi 
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el personam comitarif cvm hoc effectu ut ubivis locorum, eo jure quo 
hies personal alibi gauderint vel subjedi sunt fruenter et subjiciantury 
2 JIuberus, 541. de Conjl, Legum. 

Bill the. plairitilT's counsel says, the constitution of Ohio did not, 
on her removal, ipso facto, vest freedom on her, but conferred only 
the right of procuring it to be decreed by the tribunals of that state. 
That the provision, being a penal one, ought not to be enforced by 
the courts of other states That the acquisition of freedom by the 
plaintift', or what is the same thing, the forfeiture of the owner's 
right, cannot be incidentally pronounced, and cannot be decreed, 
except by a judgment in a suit against him, whose right is to be 
destroyed. Had the framers of the constitution of Ohio intended 
that slavery might exist in that state, in the persons who might be 
removed thither, until certain formalities should be complied with, 
they would have used different words. It would be idle for a court 
to decree, that thereafter slavery cannot exist in A. B., when the 
constitution proclaims that it exists in no one in the state. The 
article of the constitution is not a penal one, and denounces no 
forfeiture. Penalty and forfeiture essentially presuppose the omis- 
sion of - an act commanded, or the commission of one forbidden. 
The article does neither command nor forbid any act. It warns 
owners of slaves in other states, removing into Ohio, to sell or 
leave them behind, if they are not intended to be emancipted, and 
promises emancipation to all slaves brought in, or permitted to 
come in, on their master's entering the state with the view of fixing 
their domicil in Ohio, A penalty or forfeiture cannot be decreed 
without a prosecution and conviction, and must ordinarily be sued 
for within a given period. In almost every case of removal, the 
consequences of it are acknowledged and submitted to. How then 
is the new citizen of Ohio to be prosecuted, and of what is he to 
be convicted Should a citizen of a neighboring state, where 
emancipation may be forbidden, restricted, or attended with ex- 
pense, consent to allow a slave to go and enjoy his freedom in 
Ohio, is the grateful slave to arrest and prosecute his former owner, 
the first time he accidentally comes to Cincinnati] and if he never 
comes, and as no forfeiture can be decreed without the defendant 
being brought in, or at least cited, will slavery, in spite of the con- 
stitution, exist in Ohio, until the former owner comes into that 
state, and be served with process] If the freedom of the former sla/e 
shall be a forfeiture, which is to be decreed in an action, and the 
owner die before he is sued, so that the pretended offence die with 
43 
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him, will slavery exist for ever in Ohio 1 We conclude, that the 
constitution of the state of Ohio emancipates ipso facto such slaves 
whose owners remove them into that state, with the intention of 
residing there. 

That the plaintiff having been voluntarily removed into the state 
by her then owner, the latter submitted himself, with every mem- 
ber of his family, white and black, and every part of the proper- 
ty brought with him, to the operations of the constitution and laws 
of the state ; and that, as according to them, slavery could not ex- 
ist in his house. Slavery did not exist there, and the plaintiff was, 
afjcordingly, as effectually emancipated by the operation of the 
constitution, as if by the act and deed of her former owner ; that 
she could not be free in one state, and a slave in another ; that her 
freedom was not impaired by his forcibly removing her into Ken- 
tucky, to defeat her attempt to assert her freedom ; nor by her 
subsequent removal, voluntary or forced, into this state. This 
opinion is in conformity with that of the court of appeals of Vir- 
ginia. Bibb. 2 Marshall's Rep. 467. It can work injury to no 
one ; for the principle acts only on the willing, and volenti n$nfit 
injuria. The plaintiff's counsel has laid great stress on the former 
owner of the plaintiff removing into Ohio, with the intention of 
settling, and it is this circumstance which governs the case. In 
the decision of the court of appeals of Kentucky, it is expressly 
said, that slaves attending their master's sojourning in, or travelling 
to Ohio, are not thereby emancipated.. As this point has no bear- 
ing on the present case, it is useless to consider it. Judgment af- 
firmed, with costs. 

. 2, 

Stewart v. Oakes. Dec. T. 1813. 5 Har. & Johns. Rep. 

107. (note.) 

The court held, that a slave carried at different periods to Vir- 
ginia by his owner residing in this state, and employed working at 
his stone quarries, the several periods amounting in the whole t^ 
one year, such slave is entitled to bis freedom under the -law of 
Virginia of the 17th of Dec , 1792, ch. 103. §. 2. 



Difl'ercnt 
periods 
constitu- 
ting one 
year. 
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3. 

Rankin v. Lydia. Fall. T» 1820. 2 Marshall's Rep. 467. 

Held by the court, MillSf J., that where a master took his slave Tak 
in the state of Indiana,, where slavery does not exist, and register- lll"J,?^X''r(l 
cd her, under the act of the Hth of Sept. 1807, which authorized ^^<^^*'ry is 
the introduction of negroes and mulattocs, (but not slaves,) and iliitiih* 
made valid a binding or compact to serve for a period of years ; 
on her return to Kentucky, on a question of freedom or slavery, 
the slave was free. The master agreeing to accept a temporary 
servitude of his slave was an admission of freedom, which he is 
estopped to deny, or any other person claiming under him. 

4. 

Hunter, pauper, v, Fulcher. March T. 1820. 1 Leigh's Rep. 
172. ; S. P. Griffith v. Fanny, Gilm. Rep. 143. ; Mur- 
ray V. M'Garty, 2 Munf. Rep. 393. ; Rankin v. Lydia, 
2 Marshall's Rep. 467. 

This was a suit for freedom brought in the hustings court of Where a 
Richmond. 5 Rand's Rep. 1^6. It appeared the master took his tlken^rom 
slave from Virginia to Maryland, and resided there with him for J^JJ^'JJg 
the period of twelve years, and then returned with him to Virgi- master m- 
nia^ By the statute of Maryland, all slaves brought into that state state, 
to reside are declared free ] which statute was in force all the time i^|^*^*je-^^ 
of the slave's being in Virginia. The question was, whether the clared that 

1 r rT»i 1 • t - 1 t ^ slavcs bro't 

slave was tree or not. 1 he hustmgs court.d^cided he was not en- in to reside 
titled to his freedom. The slave appealed' to the circuit court, fr^"e*'f,iJ'^ 
which affirmed the judgment of the hustings, and the slave appeal- 

ed to this court for a peri- 

The court observed, they saw no objection in principle to giving on bemg^^' 
full effect here to the laws of Maryland operating upon the rights J'he^ioiui 
of persons who were subjected to them. held he 

Per Green, J. The law of Maryland having enacted, that 
slaves carried into that state for sale, or to reside, shall be free, 
and the owner of the slave here having carried him to Maryland, 
and resided there with him for twelve years, thus becoming himself 
a citizen of Maryland, and voluntarily subjecting himself and the 
slave to the operation of her laws, I think the right to freedom 
vested, and could not be divested by the bringing him back after- 
wards to Virginia. Judgment reversed. 
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5. 

Harvy and oUiers v. Deokek and Hopkins. June T. 1818. 

Walker's Mississippi Rep. 36. 

Per Cur. This ia a motion for a new trial, and the reasons as- 
of aill\on signed embrace the whole grounds of the case. Without making 
lull u)"^Ui'e po>"ts> "P0» which the court below have unanimously agreed, but 
suuc^ touching them incidentally, I shall confine myself to such as have 
whidi'gud- occasioned a dilference of opinion. 1 will, in this place, premise, 
Ui'«*hjiiabi- that it is, and always will be, a source of regret to mc when i am 
tanis ofthe unfortunate as to differ from my brethren of the bench, and it 

North- . 

wost Ter- is particularly to be regretted, when the importance of the question 
fii\J/. "^"^ is great, and when unanimity is so desirable, both to the bench 
Sterti'ea'*"'^ and to the parties whoso interest is the immediate subject of adju- 
doea not dication. But as a iudsfe, I have a duty paramount to all these 

render void j <-> •> i 

that article considerations, which must prevail, however unpleasant to my own 
miice o? feeling, and whatever may be the consequences to others. The 
^S^f^f^"/ facts in this case are not controverted: that the three negroes 

1787 winch .... 

prohibits were slaves in Virginia ; that in 1784 they were taken by John 
thauerri'to- Decker to the neighborhood of Vincennes ; that they remained 
T f "^J!!^. there from that time until the month of July, 1816, that the ordi- 

state may, J ' ' 

by its con- nance of congress passed in the month of July in the year 1787, 

stitution, .. p, /.ITT 1 1 1 

prohibit and the constitution of the state of Indiana was adopted on the 
wtthhfits 29th of June, 1816. These are the material facts, but the law 
i""'^- arising out of the ordinance treaty of cession of Virginia to the 

When not ° '' ... 

restrained United States of that district of country, and the constitution, is 
stUmfon?"' controverted. To clear away the ditficulties arising from extrane- 
in the^nm- matter, and to place the grounds of this opinion plainly before 
its of the the court, a short history of the country will be necessary. The 
Territory country was within the chartered limits of Virginia, but from the 

freemen y^^^ ' ""^''^ peace of 1763, it was subject to and claimed 

by vii'tue of by France. By the peace of '63, it was ceded to Great Britair. 
nance of It will appear by reference to the proclamation of Gen. Gage, in 
can^'asSrt ^"775, and to the acts of Col. Wilkins, in granting lands as gover- 
the^>f claims nor of Illinois, that it was under a government distinct and sepa- 
in the rate from the then colony of Virginia. During our revolutionary 
Uiis *»^ie!^ war, it was conquered by the arms of Virginia ; but there has been 
exhibited no evidence to show that the laws of Virginia were ever 
extended to that country after its conquest, or that Great Britain, 
after the treaty of '63, by which she obtained it, ever changed the 
laws then existing in the province. I have carefully examined the 
ftcis of Virginia, and can find no provision extending its laws to 
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that district of country. I think, then, that it is undcniahlc, that 
the laws as they existed while it was a province of Francc> were 
the munici)Dal laws of the country. This opinion is supported by 
the treaty of cession from Virginia to the United States, and also 
by the ordinance of 1787. The treaty of cession provides, that 
the French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers who pro- 
fess themselves citizens of Virginia, shall ha/o their poss ssioii and 
titles confirmed, and be protected in the enjoyment of their rights 
and liberties. We find that until the governor and judges shall 
adopt laws, the manner of passing and transferring estates and 
sale of personal property declared ; saving to the French and Ca- 
nadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias and Vin- 
cennes, and other villages, the laws and customs now In force 
among them relative to the descent and conveyance of property. 
If the laws of Virginia were extended to them, there could exist 
no possible necessity of making the saving clause. 

The question that necessarily arises is, in what relation did they 
stand to Virginia f As a province, must be the answer ; and 
in this condition they passed to the United States under the treaty 
of cession of Virginia. It is an unquestionable rule, that the laws 
equally effect all persons and all property within the territorial 
limits of a state or province, unless there be some special reserva- 
tion. Wherever a person lives, he puts himself, for the time, un- 
der the protection of the laws of the place ; and John Decker had 
no privilege distinct from the French and Canadian inhabitants. 
In the treaty of cession they were not parties, but the subject in 
part of the treaty. The clause guarantying their titles, posses- 
sions, rights and liberties, was a matter of favor, and designed for 
their exclusive benefit. They not being in a situation to contract 
for themselves, the sovereign made the contract. The cession of 
Louisiana is an apt illustration. The rights and privileges they 
possess arise from the treaty of cession. That the sovereign of a 
conquered country can make such changes, alterations, and dispo- 
sitions, as he may think proper, is a principle too well established to 
require the citation of authorities to support. But it is said, that 
a treaty is a sacred instrument, and cannot be violated. This is 
admitted ; but the question then arises, is the clause in the ordi- 
nance prohibiting slavery, or involuntary servitude, a violation of 
the treaty of cession f Before an act of congress is declared in- 
operative, for violating fundamental principles, the court ought to 
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be fully and completely satisfied. I have endeavored to show In 
what condition these people were after the conquest of Virginia, 
what rights they possessed, and the rights they acquired under the 
treaty of cession. From the facts, authorities, and reasons ad- 
vanced, these consequences result, that, as conquered countries, 
they were subject to such laws as the conqaerers chose to impose ; 
that the legislature of Virginia, not making any change in their 
laws, the ancient laws remained in full force, and that the " titles, 
possessions, rights and liberties," guarantied, were those they en- 
joyed prior to the conquest, the "Ze:c Zoci" not as citizens of Vir- 
ginia, but as a provincial appendage. We will now come to the 
ordinance, and the sixth article of the compact, which declares, 
" there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in said 
territory, otherwise than for the punishment of crimes, whereof 
the party ahall be duly convicted." Preceding the sixth article, 
it is ordained and declared, that the six articles shall be consider- 
ed as articles of compact, between the original states and the 
people and states in said territory, and forever remain unalterable, 
unless by common consent. The legislature of Virginia assigns, 
as one of the reasons for the alteration made in the treaty of ces- 
sion, that it was to ratify and confirm the said article of compact 
between the original states and the people and states of the said ter- 
ritory. That the sovereign may contract with the people, is an 
acknowledged principle ; and the only question is, whether the 
compact shall be obligatory on the parties. That the people of 
the territory were parties is evident ; that their condition was 
changed from absolute subjection, to the condition of freemen, is 
equally clear. 

Then the question is, did not congress give a valuable consider- 
ation for the concession by the people in the sixth article, the pri- 
vileges and immumties of freemen, for the freedom of their slaves ; 
and have not the petitioners a right to claim the benefit of this 
article 1 But it is contended, that the treaty of cession is obliga- 
tory and binding, and not to be altered, not even by the people 
themselves. 

Let us for a moment examine the nature and quality of the pro- 
vision guarantying their titles and possessions, rights, and liberties ; 
does it relate to their political or civil condition ] If the latter, is 
it not merely a personal benefit 1 And, as such, they have a right 
to dispose of it. To say they could not dispose of their property, 
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would be denying them a privilege inseparable from property and 
its dominion, if they could dispose of it individually, what reason 
can be offered why they should be debarred, in their character of 
a people, from contracting with their government for the freedom 
of American citizens ] To my mind there can be none. Bui it 
is said to be a fair construction of that clause in the ordinance, 
that, notwithstanding the express words that there shall not be 
slavery or involuntary servitude except for crimes, and after 
conviction, yet the petitioners must be slaves, by the potency of the 
clause in the treaty of cession " that their titles and possessions, 
rights and liberties, shall be secured by them." For my own part, 
viewing as I do the clause of the ordinance as a compact between 
the original states and the people and states of said territory, it is 
too plain to require construction. In doubtful matters, we resort 
to construction ; but to give it the construction contended for by 
the defendant's counsel would contradict what i* so clearly declares. 
The ordinance provides, that there shall be neither slavery nor in- 
voluntary servitude, otherwise than for the punishment of crimes, 
excluding all kinds of servitude, except that which follows a con- 
viction. But according to the construction of the defendant's 
counsel, those v^ho were slaves at the passing of the ordinance 
must continue in the same situation. Can this construction be 
correct 1 Would it not defeat the great object of the general 
government 1 It is obvious it would, and it is inadmissible upon 
every principle of legal construction. Considering the six articles 
of compact equally obligatory and binding, made upon sufficient 
consideration, all the objection, as to the want of power in con- 
gress to make the compact with the people of the said territory, 
must vanish. Another point in this case was relied on, namely : 
that if the petitioners were not freed by the 6th article of the 
ordinance, they became so by the adoption of the constitution of 
Indiana. Even the power of the people, in their sovereign capa- 
city, is denied, to effect a general emancipation. To teat this, we 
must first inquire into the source of sovereignty, as understood in 
these United States, to reside in the people. In all governments 
whatsoever there must be, of necessity, and in the nature of things, 
a supreme, irresistible, absolute, and uncontrolled authority, in 
which the "jura summi imperii,^^ or the rights of sovereignty reside, 
and when we speak of sovereignty in this sense, it is in contradis- 
tinction of the powers given under a constitution, or the powers of 
a limited government, that a constitution emanates from, and is a 
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patt of that sovereignty in its most extensive sense, us residing in 
the people, i» universally acknowledged by all those best ac(iuai",it- 
ed with the theory and principles of our government. That the 
same power that creates, can change, alter, or destroy, is a con- 
sequence too clear to require it to be supported by proof. The 
people lestrain the power under a delegated authority, but put no 
restraint upon themselveis. The acts of the supreme power, 
though contrary to natural rights, are nevertheless binding. 

Incvcry case under the social compact there inusi be an int quality 
to destroy the validity of the surrender. Among an ignorant and 
uninstrueted people, what are the rights surrendered '{ Rosseau, 
lit his Social Compact, informs us, it is the total alienation of every 
individual with all his rights and privileges to the whole community, 
and assigns the reasons, as one gives himself up entirely, and with- 
out reserve, and all are in the same circumstances, so no one can 
be interested in rendering burthensome their common connection. 
And again, he says, as the surrender is made without restraint, no 
one has any thing to retain, if any one had a right distinct from 
anotherj which he pretended had not been surrendered, each indi- 
vidual might question the acts of the social compact ; and if this 
was permitted, it would destroy itself, as there would be no com- 
mon umpire to appeal to : a state of nature would exist, and the 
social compact be a splendid bauble. Assume the principles laid 
down as acknowledged, and they do appear to me to be so well 
established by all jurists and consiiiutional writers, as merely to 
require them to be stated, in order to ensure their admission. The 
question then resolves itself into this : What were the rights dele- 
gated by the people to th e convention, or what was the trust or 
power of that convention? Was all, or only a part of the sovereignty 
committed to them? and if a part, where are the restrictions to be 
found ? The ordinance only restricts ; and these restrictions are 
to be found only in the articles of compact, and relate simply to 
i^he nature of the government to be formed. And that the princi- 
ples are not inconsistent with the articles of compact, and one of 
those very articles is recognized, and made a part of their consti- 
tution, under which the petitioners claim their freedom. And 
how is this claim to be got over ? Why, we are told, it is incon- 
sistent with the constitution of the United States, and the treaty of 
cession from Virginia. The answer to the latter will be found in 
the opinion given on the first point ; and the very reasons the court 
have urged, as to the defendants not having been parties to the 
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ordinance, apply in Aict to the conslituUoii cf the UnitrMl Sfutos; 
and, na I have ah'cady shown, they were parties to the six articles 
of compact. The constitution of the United States has nothing to 
do with this question ; and hcfore it could apply, Indiana was 
received as one of the niemhers of the Union ; and this was sub- 
sequent, and grew out of the adoption of their constitution. If, 
then, I am correct in opinion, that the clause of the constitution 
of the United States is inapplicable, (and there is nothing in the 
treaty of compact, contained in the ordinance, inhibiting the con- 
vention the power to free the petitioner,) by what right are they 
held 1 All those principles assumed must be fallacious. Freedom 
was extended to the slaves in Massachussetts by their constitu- 
tion. I have it from high authority, and I have examined their 
statutes, and can find no general statute of emancipation. And 
so guarded was our convention upon this subject, that they inhibited 
the legislature from the exercise of the power Pennsylvania* 
Delaware, New-Jersey, New-York, and the New England States, 
Massachusetts excepted, have legislated on this subject ; and that 
it is a proper subject of legislative interference, when not restrained 
by the constitution, is evident by the caution of our convention, 
and the exercise of the power by the several legislatures before 
mentioned. 

But we are told that the treaty of cession intervenes. If old Decker 
was not a party to the articles of compact, it cannot be denied but 
that he was, or those who claim under him were parties to the con- 
stitution of Indiana. If he was, how can he claim a particular 
exemption from the operation of the constitution, according to the 
principles of the social compact before laid down ? And if ine- 
quality was to exempt, would it not tend to destroy it ? Does not 
the first article of the constitution declare the condition of the 
people of Indiana free f and this condition, by the last section of 
the first article, is likewise declared to be out of the control of 
government, or to be^a right reserved to the people. Under a 
similar provision, slavery was abolished in Massachusetts ; and by 
art. 9. sec. 7. of the constitution, the sixth section of the ordinance 
is adopted ; and in art. 9. sec. 4. all laws conflicting with the pro- 
visions of the constitution are repealed. Can it be that slavery 
exists in Indiana If it does, language loses its force, and a con- 
stitution intended to protect rights, would be illusory and insecure 
indeed- If th*; language is plain, saying there shall be neither 
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shivery nor involuntary servitude, does it comport with the consti'- 
tuiiou to say (here shall he shwery ? This dilcninia cannot be got 
over by tiiosc who give it a construction that vvonki make the pe- 
titioners slaves. Why resort to construction in a case so plain ? 
Do the rules of construing statutes apply to a constitution ? Where 
docs t!ie power reside of restraining the people in their sovereign 
capacity ? Is there ^iny such power recognized ? Arc we not told 
that the ptirliariinnt of England can pass any law, however it may 
violate first principles, and the courts would be bound to enforce 
it. It is in vain to attempt to bind that which is in itself illimitable, 
irresistible, and supreme. But it is contended, that the provisions 
of the constitution admit of a diflerent construction ; that it is pro- 
spective ; and to give it the meaning its language imports, would 
violate vested rights. What are these vested rights ? Are they 
derived from nature, or from the municipal law f Slavery is con- 
demned by reason and the laws of nature. It exists, and can only 
exist, tlirough municipal regulations, and in matters^ of doubt, is it 
not an unqiiestioned rule, that courts must lean in favorcm viuc ct 
lihcrlatis ? Admitting it was a doubtful point, whether the con- 
stitution was to be considered prospective in its operation or not, 
the delendants say — you take from us a vested right arising from 
municipal law .T he petitioners say, you would deprive us of a 
natural riglit guarantied by the ordinance and constitution. How 
should the court decide, if construction was really to determhie it f 
I presume it would be in favor of liberty. From the view I have 
taken I am satisfied, that the petitioners are entitled to have the 
verdict confirmed, and the motion for a new trial overruled. 

6. 

Spotts v.. Gillaspie. Nov. T. 1828, 6 Randolph's Rep- 

5G6. 

Tlie power Susanis'a GiUaspje sued ui j'?)?-?72ff. _2;a?/j7ms to recover her free- 
kvvf Jacob Spotts, who held her in slavery, 

co-u'lft^nn'*' It appeared that one Gilchrist held possession of a negro woman 
of pci-sotis called Ilannali, in Lancaster, Pensylvania, as a slave, and in April 
vcry'unVer 1782, deviscd the said Hannah to his son-in-law James Robinson, 
IIoTllo *^ ' " ''^'^^'^ \\yv(\ in Augusta county, Virginia. In 1786 Hannah, the 
doubted, slave, had born of her body a female negro in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, named Susanna, the plaintiff; and when about six w eeks old, 
the said Susanna, with her mother, was taken bv Robertson to Vir- 
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ginia, and sold to Spotts, the defendant. The act of Pennsylvania 
for the gradual abolition of slavery was passed in 1780, and abo- 
lished the slavery of children born after the act. And the question 
was, whether Susannah was entitled to her freedom in Virginia, 'i'he 
superior court gave judgment for the plaintiiF, and the defendant 
appealed. 

Per Cur. We think the plaintifl'is entitled to her freedom, and 
the judgment of the superior court ought to he affirmed. The 
case appears to be clearly embraced by the law of Pensylvania. 
It includes all children born of slaves after the passage thereof, to 
whomsoever their mothers might belong, whether citizens of Penn- 
sylvania or other states. The power of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania to change the condition of persons held under its hdw^ 
(and no other) in slavery cannot be questioned, especially if they 
were not then the property' of a citizen of another state, which is 
not the case before the court. When the act was passed, Gilchrist's 
properly in Hannah, and her condition as a slave, were subject to 
the laws of Pennsylvania. It might, and did change the character 
of his property in her, and in so far, her condition as a slave. Be- 
fore the act of .1780, he held an absolute propert^^ in her and her 
children then to be born. Afterwards, though his property inclier 
was, as to h er servMbes, the same, her condition was so changed 
that she could not be the mother of a slave in Pennsylvania, and 
his property to that extent was changed. The law of Pennsyl- 
vania was, as regarded his property in her and her condition, exe~ 
cuted. His will could not ciiect this state of things. He might 
pass his qualified property in her, and her future ofispring, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the act. but it could not alter the then con- 
dition, either of Hannsh or licr ofispring born afterwards : they 
remained as before. Susanna, the plaintiff, was born under its 
operation in Pennsylvania : by it, though born of a slave, she was 
free ; and in this aspect of the case, the court is not called on 
to execute the law of Pennsylvania, but the law of Virginia, which 
does not now, and did not then permit a person free in Pennsylvania 
to be held in slavery here. Judgment aflirmed. 



• ^ot where 

Louis v. Cabarrus et al. Aug. T. 1834. 7 Louisiana Rep. 170. ihc cJj:-^^* 
The plaintiff claimed to be a freeman on the ground that he j'jagtp^j! ^ll^' 
resided in the state of Ohio two or three years. He offered evi- not shown. 
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(Icncc of that fact, by showing that he was seen there by two ov 
three persons. The jury found the plaintitf a freeman. 

On the appeal the court reversed the judgment below, on the 
ground that proof of the residence of a slave in a free state, the 
constitution of which forbids slavery during the space of two or 
three years, unconnected with any other proof, is insuflieient in law 
to entitle such slave to freedom ; and they observed farther, that a 
residence of the slave contrary to will, or without the consent of 
the owner, does not deprive the owner of his right to his property. 

8. 

Negro David v. Portek. Oct. T. 1799. 4 Har. & M'Hcn. 

Rep. 418. 

But not^ By the testimony it appeared, that the petitioner was the property 
hirer is an of Richard Coale, who resided in Frederick county in this statCj, 
infunt. ^i^g yp^^. j^gg rpj^jjj ^Yie said Coale hired the petitioner to one 

M'lican, who resided in the state of Pennsylvania, and was there 
with the petitioner in 1788. That the agreement was executed 
between the said Coale and M'Lean for the hire of the petitioner; 
that the petitioner is now in the possession, and claimed by the de- 
fendant, who resides in Frederick county in this state. 

The general court gave judgment that the petitioner is free, and 
that he be discharged. But see Porter v. Butler, 3 liar. & 
M'Hen. Rep. 168., where the court held, a slave is not free under 
the laws of Pennsylvania if hired to a resident of that state by an 
inhabitant of this state who is an infant at the time of hiring. 

9 

Marie Louise v. Mariot et al. j\Iaj T. 1836. 8 Louisiana 

Rep. 475. 

The ojie- 

In a suit for freedom it appeared, that the defendants took the 
foreign*^* complainant to France, where slavery is not tolerated ; and on their 
ihIx>rv^T" ^^^""^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ slave. It was contended, that sojourning 

immediate in the kingdom of France did not emancipate the slave ; and 2 
rect/''he Martin's N. S. 401., and 2 Marshall's Rep. 476., were cited. 
Sof agahT' J- The question is, whether the fact of 

be reduced her having been taken to that kingdom by her owners, where sla- 

to slavery. . , ^ . , . . 

very or mvoluntary servitude is not tolerated, operated upon the 
condition of the slave so as to produce an immediate emancipation. 
That such is the benign and liberal eiFect of the laws and customs 
of that state, is proven by two witnesses of unimpeachable credi- 
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biiity. This tact was submitted to the consideration of the jury, 
who tried the cause under the charge of the judge, wliich we con- 
sider to be correct, and was found in favor of the party wliose 
liberty is claimed. Being free for one moment in France, it was 
not in the power of her former owner to reduce her again to 
slavery. 

10. 

Forsyth et al. v. Nash. Juiie T. 181(3. 4 Martin's Louisiana 

Kep. 385. 

Per Cur. Martin, J. The plaintiffs in this case claim the de- 
fendant, a negro man, as their slave. It therefore behoves them su- 'kI iVcc 
to show slavery in Idm and property in them. The evidence ad- J|l,',.ehL,<i 
duccd for this purpose is, 1st. A bill of sale by which the defendant f^'^,;;/]!;';,!'' 
was sold to them " to have and to hold the said negro man, and to clmse wiw 
dispose of him as they shall think pr.)p{M\" This instrument, 

in u coun- 

bearing date the 5th of September, 1803, was executed at Detroit, ^^y^.Jj^ ^j,^, 
in the territory of Michigan, was there recorded, and is duly au- J'^aLr' 
thenticated. 2d. The deposition of David Delauney, who swears unless it be 
he knows a Mr. Forsyth, at St„ Louis, whose christian name he is ^[le- 
ignorant of, but knows not the other plaintiff ; that there was at r|J''^jV^J|"[^ 
Detroit a mercantile house, under the firm of Kinsey & Forsyth, is. 
but hp is ignorant whether Mr= Forsyth of St. Louis be one of 
that house ; that he saw the defendant at Mr. Forsyth's in St. 
Louis, but does not know to whom he belonged. 3d, The depo- 
sition of Nicholas Girod, who swears, that while he was mayor of 
New Orleans the defendant was brought before him, and confessed 
he was a runaway, and belonged to some person the name of whom 
the witness does not recollect, who had promised him his free- 
dom. 4th. The deposition of A. B. Duchouquet, of St. Louis, 
who swore he never saw the defendant in the possession of the 
plaintiffs, because the plaintiffs lived at Peoria, in the Illinois ter- 
ritory ; that the plaintiff, Forsyth, employed him in 1813, to stop 
the defendant; that he took him up in New Orleans, and brought 
him before the mayor, where he confessed he had ran away from 
the plaintiffs, and did not like to return to them on account of a 
wife and children he had in New Orleans. 5th. The deposition of 
Pierre Le Vasseur, who knew the defendant in Peoria, in the Illi- 
nois territory, about ten years ago. He was known and reputed 
to be a slave ; the witness knew him in the possession of Forsyth 
for four years. He ran away from Peoria, about six years ago. 
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The witiH" 3 some time after met him at Marpcrtiios, in the IHinois 
territory, and the (leCciuUint said he had ran away rroim his master 
and was going to St. Lonis, On these facts, the connsel cont{Mul.s, 
that the slavery of the defendant, and tlie property tf the plaintiils, 
arc fully proven. 

1st. The evidence of slavery resulting from the color of the de- 
fendant. Adelle v. Beauregard, I Martin's Rep. 183. ; from his 
declarations that he had a master ; that he bdonged to a man who 
had promised him his freedom ; from his attempt to jtistify his un- 
willingness to return ; hy the circun»stances of his having a wife 
and children in New Orleans, therehy tacitly fulmitting the obliga- 
tion he w as under of returning to the plaintiffs. 

2d. The proijerly of the plaintiffs is said to be proven by the bill 
of sale. 

The defendant's counsel shows, that in the territories of Michi- 
gan and the Illinois, the only place except New-Orleans and St. 
Louis, which the defendant appears to have inhabited, slaveinj does 
not exist ; that it is forbidden by law. The ordinance of congress 
of the year 1797, providing that "there shall be neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than for 
the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been con^ 
victed. Providedj that any person escaping into the same, from whom 
labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original atates, 
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the per- 
son claiming his or her services aforesaid." Hence, in the opinion 
of the counsel, a presumption arises, that the defendant is free, 
which overweighs the cor.trary presumption which arises from iha 
color. It is further contended, that as the bill of sale could convey 
no title, unless the defendant had been duly convicted of a crime, or 
in case he owed services in one of the original states, and had escaped 
into the Michigan territory, the plaintiffs arc bound to bring the 
defendant within one of these two cases ; that if the defendant 
was convicted of a crime, by which he becauie bound to involun- 
tary service, the record of this conviction ought to be produced ; 
so ought, in the other case, evidence of the duty of involuntary ser- 
vice in one of the original states, and of escape into the territory ; 
that the apparent unlawfulness of the authority ex^errised by the 
plaintiffs over the defendant, to which he may have submitted from 
his ignorance of his right, or of the. loeans of asserting it, is not 
repelled by his admission that he had a master, that he belonged to 
a person who had promised him his freedom. For while it appears 
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that the plaintills dc favto, iho\\}^\\ not de juve^ kept tlu; (hifciKhml; 
I'oi' a number of years hi .servitude, it cannot seem extraordinary 
that he shouUl refer to tl inn by the appellation of his musters ; and 
the alleged promise of freedom may well be preHumcd to have been 
made to allure the defendant into subiniHsion. Nehher is it said, 
can the admission of the defendant, that he ran awmjy be niceived 
as conclusive evidence of a legal obligation to stay: flight from un- 
lawful servitude being more generally resorted to, than the bold 
assertion of freedom. Kept for a number of years, perhaps from 
his birth, in bondage, the spirit of the injured negro is said to have 
been borne down by the influence which long exerted mastery cre- 
ates. We arc of opinion, that as the case atlbrds no evidence of 
any residence of the defendant in any country in which slavery is 
lawful, this case must be determined by the laws of the country in 
which the defendant dwelt when he came to the hands of the plain- 
tiffs ; that the ordinance of 1787, having proclaimed that slavery 
should not exist there, unless under two exceptions, the plaintilF 
must bring the defendant under either of them, and having failed 
to do so, must have their claim rejected. Whenever a plaintiff 
demands, by suit, that a person whom he brings into court as a 
defendant, and thereby admits to be in possession of his freedom, 
should be declared to be his slave, he must strictly make out his 
case. In this, if any, adore non probante absolvitur reus. Here 
the plaintiffs have failed in a very essential point, proof of the al- 
leged slavery of the defendant. 

Their title can only have been lawful at the time the bill of sale 
producsid wa^ made, on two grounds : the right of the vendor, or 
the lialidUy Ot" the object of the sale, must haxc been absolute or 
qualified. ,llhsolute, viz : complete ownership aad slavery, in the 
sole of conviction of a crime by which freedom wrs forfeited. 
%iaUfie.d, viz : the right of reclaiming and conveying the defendant 
out of the territory into one of the original states, in which he owed 
involuntary servitude or labor. This qualified right could only ex- 
ist in the case of the defendant's escape. Now, it cannot be con- 
tended, that this qualified right only wAs disposed of ; that which 
is the evident object of the sale, is the absolute right to have and to 
hold during the natural life^ and to dispose as they please. The 
conduct of the plaintiffs towards the defendant shows, that it was 
this absolute right which they considered themselves as the purcha- 
sers of. This they unlawfully attempted to do, and did successfully 
for a number of years exercise, till the defendant sought his safety 
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in flight. Tlicir title to him, if it exists, must be grounded on his 
conviction of a crime. Now, the evidence of this is a matter of re- 
cord ; tbs paper must be produced or accounted for. The parish 
court erred in sustaining the plaintiff's claim ; its judgment is, 
therefore, annulled, avoided, and reversed ; and this court doth or- 
der, adjudge, and decree, that there be judgment for the defendant, 
with costs. 

11 

The State v. Lasselle. July T. 1820. 1 Blackford's Indi- 
ana Rep. 60. 

Appeal from the Knox circuit court. Polly, a woman of color, 
elSy was brought before the circuit court by Lasselle, in obedience to a 
Sn'^the ^^^'^ habeas corpus. He stated in his return, that he held her by 
stateoMn- purchase as his slave, she being the issue of a colored woman 
tiie express purchased from the Indians in the territory northwest of the river 
thrconati- ^'^i^, previously to the treaty of Granville, and cession of thai 
tmion. territory to the United States. The court below remanded the 
woman to the custody of Lasselle. 

Per Cur, Scott^ J. The question before this court is as to the 
legality of Lasselle's claim to hold Polly as his slave. This ques- 
tion has been presented before us with an elaborate research into 
the origin of our rights and privileges, and their progress uDtll the 
formation of our state government, in 1816. On one hand, it is 
contended, that by the ordinance for the government of the terri- 
tory northwest of the river Ohio, and by the constitution of Indi- 
ana, slavery was, and is, decidedly excluded from this state ; while, 
on the other hand, it is insisted, that by the act of cession of the 
state of Virginia, and by the ordinance of 1787, the privilege of 
holding slaves was reserved to those settlers at Kaskaskias and^ St. 
Vincents, and the neighboring villages, who, prior to that time, had 
professed to be citizens of Virginia ; and that they had a vested 
right, which could not be divested by any provision of the constitu- 
tion. In deciding this case, it is not necessary for us to recur to 
the earliest settlement of the country, and inquire what rights the 
first emigrants enjoyed, as citizens of Virginia ; or what privileges 
were secaied to them, when their connection with that state was 
dissolved. Whether the state of Virginia intended, by consenting 
to the ordinance of 1787, to emancipate the slaves on this side of 
the Ohio river, or whether, by the reservation alluded to, she in- 
tended to continue the privilege of holding slaves to the settlers 
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then ill the country, is unimportant in the present case. That le- 
islative authority, uncontrolled by any constitutional provision, 
could emancipate slaves, wiil hardly be denied. This has been 
done in several of the states, and no doubt has been entertained, 
either of the power of the legislature to enact such a statute, or 
of the binding force and efficacy of the law when enacted. By 
the power of a statute an estate, may be made to cease, in the 
same manner as if the party possessing it w^ere dead. A man 
»^ay, by statute, be made an heir, who could not otherwise be one. 
The legislature have the power to change the course of descents, 
so as to cast an estate upoi. those who, otherwise, could never 
have taken it by inheritance. This doctrine is sanctioned by the 
authority of Coke, Levintz, Blackstonc, Bacon, and others of the 
first respectability. It must be admiited, that a convention, chosen 
for the express purpose, and vested with full power, to form a con- 
stitution which is to define, limit, and control the powers of the 
legislature, as well as the other branches of the government, must 
possess powers, at least equal, if not paramount, to those of any 
ordinary legislative body. From these positions it clearly follows, 
that it was within the legitimate powers of the convention, in form- 
ing our constitution, to prohibit the existence of slavery in the 
state of Indiana. We are, then, only to look into our own consti- 
tution, to learn the nature and extent of our civil rights ; and to 
that instrument alone we must resort for a decision of this ques- 
tion. " 

In the first article of the constitution, section 1st, it is declared, 
" That all men are born free and independent, and have certain 
natural, inherent, and unalienable rights ; among which are, the 
enjoying and defending of life and liberty, and of acquiring, posses- 
sing, and protecting property ; and pursuing and obtaining happi- 
ness and safety." Section 24th of the same article, guards against 
any encroachment on those rights, and provides that they shall 
forever remain inviolable. In the 11th article of that instrument, 
section 7th, it is declared, that " There shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in this state, otherwise than for the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.^' It is evident 
that, by these provisions, the framer.' of our constitution intended 
a total and entire prohibition of slavery in this state ; and we can 
conceive of no form of words in which that intention could have 
been more clearly expressed. We are told that the constitution 
recognizes pre-existing rights, which are to continue, as if no 
45 
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change bad taken place in the government. But it must be recol- 
lected, that a fipeciul reservation cannot be so enlarged by con- 
struction as to defeat a general provision. 

If this reservation were allov/ed to apply in this case, it would 
contradict, and totally destroy, the design and elfect of this part of 
the constitution. And it cannot be presumed that the constitution, 
which is the collected voice of the chizens of Indiana, declaring their 
united will, would guaranty to one part of the community such pri- 
vileges as would totally defeat and destroy privileges and rights 
guarantied to another. From these premises it follows, as an ir- 
resistible conclusion, that, under our present form of government, 
slavery can have no existence in the state of Inciian» ; and, of 
course, the claim of the said Lasselle cannot be supported. T,be 
judgment is reversed, with costs, and the woman discharged. 

12. 

Griffith v. Fanny. Dec. T. 1820. Gilmer's Virginia 

Rep. 143. 

held^inTer- F^nny sued Griffith, in forma pauperisy for her freedom, in the 
vitude in superior court of law for Wood county. The defendant pleaded 
der a dee«l "not guilty," and specially that Fanny was his slave. At the trial, 
ViJgrnSlto i"^)" found by a special verdict, that Fanny was the slave of one 
a citizen of Kiuchelm, until a short time before the 23d of August, 1816. Some 

Virginia, »s . o ' 

entitled to time m that month he sold her to William Skinner, a citizen resi- 
thrlTons'tJ ^^^^ the state of Ohio. In conformity with the sale, Kincheloe 
Shio"^^ delivered possession to Skinner at Marietta in Ohio, and received 
the purchase money. Griffith was present at this sale ; and on the 
23d of August, 1816, Kincheloe executed a bill of sale for Fanny, 
to Griffith, which bill was delivered to Skinner, This bill was an 
absolute sale of Fanny from Kincheloe to Griffith, who was at the 
time, and continued to be, a citizen of Virginia. The agreement 
to have a bill of sale executed to Griffith, was between him and 
Skinner; for Kincheloe was not party to their contract, though 
he executed the deed. At the time of its execution, Skinner 
stated to Kincheloe, that he wished the bill of sale to be to Griffith, 
because by the laws of Ohio he could not hold a slave in his own right. 
Fanny was at difterent times seen at Skinner's residence in Ohio. 
She was last seen there, in the spring of 1818. About the first of 
Otcober 1818, she returned to Virginia, where she was taken into 
the possession of Griffith, who claimed her under the bill of sale. 
The section of the constitution of Ohio, prohibiting involuntary 
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acrvltuilc, was inserted into the verdict. And upon these facts, 
the law of the case was submitted to tlie court, which gave juiig- 
mcnt for the pauper, and Griffith appealed. 
By the court. The judgment is alhrmed. 

13. 

Wilson v. Ishell. April T. 1805. 5 Call's Rep. 425. 

In a suit for freedom, brought by I shell, who had been a slave A «l<iv« 
to one Whiting, it appeared that Whiting had moved into Mary- Virginia 
land, taking IsbcU with him, and remained there about two years, J^"5i,iryl'''' 
and then sold her to Wilson, who brought her back to Vii'ginia. '?"d, and 
1 he county court gave judgment for the defendant ; but the dis- and tho 
trict court reversed it, on the ground that a slave born in the state, EJ-o'f^S 
and carried to Maryland, and there sold, and brought back by the {jppjj.jj"^ 
purchaser, and kept on his plantation more than one year, was en- yoar, held, 
titled to freedom. wus free. 

Per Cur. Flemings J. The case is clearly within the mischief 
which was intended to be remedied by the act of 1778; and it 
makes no difierence that the slave in question w^ born in this 
state, and brought back by a citizen of this commonwealth ; and 
thai her former master afterwards returned and resided in Virginia. 
For he had carried her to Mavyland, where he dwelt for several 
years, and then sold her to the appellant, who imported her into 
this state, in manifest violation of the express declaration of the 
statute, and therefore must abide the consequences. The other 
judges concurred, and the judgment was affirmed. 

A negro 

Rawlings v. Boston. May T. 1793. 3 Har. & M'Henry's adjudged 

" to be free 

Rep. 139. being des- 

cended 

The petitioner claimed his freedom as being a descendant from Jj^lTwo-^ 
a yellow woman, being a Portuguese, named Catharine Boston, man whose 

„ 1 , . . n mt 1 r i dangliier, 

The county court found the petitioner free. 1 he detendant ap- the grand- 
pealed to the general court, which gave the following judgment : 'petj."^ 
It beincr admitted, that the said Anthony Boston is a descendant tioner, woa 

^ born onl of 

of Violet, the /laughter of Linah, the daughter of Maria, or Marea, the state, 

and it appeaiibg to the court, on the eramination of depositions y^n Jw" 

taken in this case, that Maria, or Marea, was a Spanish won)an, and [^^^"jj^j^^" 

that her daughter Linah v/as born before she came into Maryland, long black 
and was of yellow color or complexion, with long black hair, the 
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court are of opinion that the said Maria, or Marca, was not a slave, 
but free ; therefore, it is considered by the court, that the said 
Anthony Boston be free and discharged from all further servitude, 
and that the judgment aforesaid in form aforesaid given, be in all 
things adirmed." And a similar judgment was given in Boston v. 
Sprigg, in the court of appeals, Nov. T. 1797. 

15. 

Merry v. Chexnaider. March T. 1830. 20 Martin's Loui- 
siana Rep. 699. 

A negro Per Cur. Porter J. The plaintiff sues, in this action, to recover 
NortllweiT- his freedom, and from the evidence on record, is clearly entitled to 

em Torri- jj^ ^jjg x^q^h in the north western territory, since the enact- 
toiy since 

the ordi- ment of Congress, in 1787, of the ordinance for the government 
1787^8 of that country ; according to the 6th article of which there could 
be therein neither slavery nor involuntary servitude. This ordi- 
nance fixed, forever, the character of the population in the region 
over which it extended, and takes away all foundation from the 
claim set up in this instance, by the defendant. The act of ces- 
sion by Virginia, did not deprive congress of the power to make 
such a regulation. 



(E.) By the effect of domestic laws. 

1 

Baptist et al v. De Volunbrun. June T. 1820. 5 Har. & 

Johns. Rep. 86. 

The court held that the act of 1795, prohibiting the importation 
JjjThibitmg slaves, is applicable only to voluntary importations, and where 
the irnpor- the importer intends to sell the slaves, or to reside himself in the 
selves ap- state. As where the owner of slaves in consequence of the insur- 
Eintary \m- ''^^tion in St. Domingo, is obliged to fly from that island and take 
portauons. up a temporary abode in this stcite with her slaves ; or where she 
goes first to New York, and remains there five years, and then, in 
order to avoid the rigors of the climate, comes with them in this 
state, the court held, that she was not within the prohibition of 
the act ; and decided on an application for freedom by the slaves, 
that they were not entitled. And see the case De Fountaine et al 
V. De Fountaine. 5 Har. & Johns. Rep. 99. (note.) 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts v. Thomas Aves. Aug. 

1836. 

Habeas corpus to bring up the body of a negro female slave, 
named Med. Aves returned to the writ, that he had the body of tutioiiisvo- 
the slave in his custody, that one Samuel Slater, of the city of New ana"'for n 
Orleans, in the State of Louisiana owned the slave Med, who was an iP'^P^rfry 

' ^ ' tuut', the 

infant about six years of age, and also the mother of the said infant hI'ivo i» 
slave. And that he held the mother and child as slaves, under the 
laws of Louisiana. That the wife of Slater, intending to visit her 
parents in Boston, brought the slave Med with her to her father's tiie 
defendant's house, to wait upon her, and for atemporary and very 
short time, when she was to return to New Orleans with the slave, 
that the defendant, the father of the said Mrs. Slater, had the cus- 
tody of the child during a temporary absence of her mistress from 
the city. That the child wished to return, and the mother of the 
child wished and expected it to return, &c. 

Shaw^ Ch. J. The question now before the court arises upon 
a return to a habeas corpus^ originally issued in vacation, by Mr* 
Justice Wilde, for the purpose of bringing up the person of a 
colored child named Med, and instituting a legal lii |uiry into the 
fact of her detention, and the causes for which she was detained. 
By the provisions of the revised code, the practice upon habeas , 
corpus is somewhat altered. In case the party complaining, or in 
behalf of whom complaint is made, on the ground of unlawful im- 
prisonment, is not in the custody of an officer, as of a sheriff or 
deputy, or corresponding officer of the U. S., the writ is directed 
to the sherift', requiring him or his deputy to take the body of the 
person thus complaining, or in behalf of whom complaint is thus 
made, and have him before the court or magistrate issuing the 
writ, and to summon the party alleged to have or claim the cus- 
tody of such p-rson, to appear at the same time, and show the 
cause of the detention. The person thus summoned is to make a 
statement under oath, setting forth all the facts fully and parcti- 
cularly ; and in case he claims the custody of such pariy, the 
grounds of such claim must be fully set forth. This statement is 
in the nature of a return to the writ, as made under the former 
practice, and will usually present the material facts upon which 
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the questions arise. Such return, however, is not conclusive of 
the Tacts stated in it ; but the court is to proceed and inquire into 
all the alleged causes of detention, and decide upon them in a 
Bummary manner. But the court may, if occasion require it, ad- 
journ tlie examination, and in the mean time bail the party, or com- 
mit him to a general or special custody, as the age, health, sex, 
and other circumstances of the case may require. It is furiher 
provided that when the writ is issued by one judge of the court 
in vacation, and in the mean time, before a final decision, the 
court shall meet in tiie same county, the proceedings may be ad- 
journed into the court, and there be conducted to a final issue, in 
the same manner as if they had been originally commenced by a 
writ issued from the court. I have stated these provisions the 
more minutely, because there have been as yet but few proctied- 
ings under the revised statutes, and the practice is yet to be estab- 
lished. 

Upon the return of this writ before Mr. Justice Wilde, a state- 
ment was made by Mr. Aves, the respondent ; the case was then 
postponed. It has since been fully and very ably argued before 
all the judges, and is now transferred to and entered in court, and 
stands here for judgment, in the same manner as if the writ had 
been originally returnable in court. 

The return of Mr. Aves states, that he has the body of the color- 
ed child described, in his custody, and produces her. It further 
states, that Samuel Slater, a merchant, citizen and resident in the 
city of New-Orleans and state of Louisiana, purchased the child 
with her mother in 1833, the mother and child being then and 
long before slaves by the laws of Louisiana ; that they continued 
to be his property, in his service, at New-Orleans, till about the 
first of May last, when Mary Slater, his wife, the daughter of Mr. 
Aves, left New Orleans for Boston, for the purpose of visiting her 
father, intending to return to New Orleans after an absence of four 
or five months ; that the mother of the child remained at New Or- 
leans in a state of slavery, but that Mrs. Slater brought the child 
with her from New Orleans to Boston, having the child in her 
custody as the agent and representative of her husband, whose 
slave the child was, by the laws of Louisiana, when the child was 
brought thence ; the object, intent, and purpose of the said Mary 
Slater being to have the said child accompany her, and remain 
in her custody, and under her care during her temporary absence 
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from New Orleans, and that the said child should return with her 
to New Orleans, the dotnicil of herself and her husband ; that the 
said child was confided to the custody and care of said Aves by 
Mrs. Slater, during her temporary absence in the country for her 
health. The respondent concludes by stating, that he has exer- 
cised no other restraint over the liberty of this child than such as 
was necessary to the health and saltty of the child. Notice hav- 
ing been given to Mr. and Mrs. iSlater, an appearance has been 
entered for them, and in this state of the case and of the parties, 
tiie cause has been heard. Some evidence was given at the 
former hearing, but it does not materially vary the facts slated in 
the return. The fact testified, which was considered most material 
was, the declared intent of Mrs. Slaver to take the child back to 
New Orleans. But as that intent is distinctly avov/ed in the re- 
turn, that is, to take the child back to Ne\v Orleans, if it could be 
lawfully done, it does not essentially change the case made by the 
return. 

Tliis return is now to be considered in the same aspect as if 
made by Mr. Slater. It is made in fact b}' Mr. Aves claiming the 
custody of a slave in right of Mr. Slater, and that claim is sanc- 
tioned by Mr. Slater who appears by his attorney to maintain and 
enforce it. He claims to have the child as master, and carry her 
back to New Orleans ; and whether the claim has been made in 
terms or not to hold and return her as a slave, that intent is ma- 
nifest, and the argument has veVy properly placed the claim upon 
that ground. 

The case presents an extremely interesting question, not so 
much on account of any doubt or difficulty attending it, as on 
account of its important consequences to those who may be af- 
fected by it, either as masters or slaves. 

The precise question presented by the claim of the respondent 
is, whether a citizen of any one of the United States, where negro 
slavery is established by law, coming into this state, for any tem- 
porary purpose of business or pleasure, staying some time, but not 
acquiring a domicil here, who brings a slave with him as a per- 
sonal attend?^nt, may restrain such slave of his liberty during his 
continuance here, and convey him out of this state on his return, 
against his consent. It is not contended that a master can exer- 
cise here any other of the rights of a slave owner, than such as 
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may be necessary to retain the custody of the slave during his re-- 
fiidonce, and to remove him on his return. 

Until this discussion, 1 had supposed that there had been ad- 
judged cases on this subject in this commonwealth ; and it is be- 
lieved to have been a prevalent opinion among lawyers, that if a 
slave is brought voluntarily and unnecessarily within the limits of 
this state, he becomes free, if he chooses to avail himself of the pro- 
visions of our laws ; not so much because his coming within our 
territorial limits, breathing our air, or treading on our soil, works 
any alteration in his statusy or condition, as settled by the law of 
his domici), as because by the operation of our laws, there is no 
authority oii the part of the master, either to restrain the slave of 
his liberty, whilst here, or forcibly to take him into custody in 
order to liis removal. There seems, however, to be no decided 
case on the subject reported. 

It is now to be considered as an established rule, that by the 
constitution and laws of this commonwealth, before the adoption 
of the constitution of the United States, in 3.7vS9, slavery was abo- 
lished, as being contrary to the principles of justice, and of nature, 
and repugnant to the provisions of the declaration of rights, 
which is a component part of the constitution of the state. 

It is not eas}^, without more lime for historical research than I 
now have, to show the course of slavery in Massachusetts. By a 
very early colonial ordinance, (1641,) it was ordered, that there 
should be no bond slavery, villeinage, or captivity amongst us, 
with the exeption of lawful captives taken in just wars, or those 
judicially sentenced to servitude, as a punishment for crime. And 
by an act a few years after, (1646) manifestly alluding to some 
transaction then recent, the general court conceiving themselves 
bound to bear witness against the heinous and crying sin of man 
stealing, &c., ordered that certain negroes be sent back to their 
native country (Guinea) at the charge of the country, with a letter 
from the governor expressive of the indignation of the court 
thereabouts. See Ancient Charters, &c. 52. chap. 12. sections 
2, 3. 

But notwithstanding these strong impressions in the acts of the 
colonial government, slavery to a certain extent seems to have 
crept in ; not probably by force of any law, for none such is found 
or known to exist; but rather it may be presumed, from that uni- 
versal custom, prevailing through the European colonies, in the 
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West Indies, and on the continent of America, and which was fos- 
tered and encouraged by the commercial policy of the parent 
states. That ii was so established, is shown by this, that by several 
provincial acts passed at various times, in the early part of the 
last century, slavery was recognized as existing in fact, and various 
regulations were prescribed in reference to it. The act passed 
June, 1703, imposed certain restrictions upon manumission, and 
subjected the master to the relief and support of the slaves, not- 
withstanding such manumision, if the regulations were not com- 
plied with. The act of October, 1705, levied a duty, and imposed 
various restrictions upon the importation of negroes, and allowed 
a drawback upon any negro thus imported, and for whom the duty 
had been paid, if exported within the space of twelve months and 
bona, fide sold in any other plantation. 

How, or by what act particularly, slavery was abolished in Mas- 
sachusets, whether by the adoption of the opinion in Sommersett's 
case, as a declaration and modification of the common law, or by 
the declaration of independence, or by the constitution of 1780, 
it is not now very easy to determine, and it is rather a matter of 
curiosity than of utility ; it geing agreed on all hands that if not 
abolished before, it was so by the declaration of rights. In the case 
of Winchendon v. Hatfield, 4 Mass. Rep,, 123., whi'^h was a case 
between two towns respecting the support of a pauper, Chief Jus- 
tice Parsons, in giving the opinion of the court, states, that of the 
first action which came before the court after the establishment of 
the constitution, the judges declared, that by virtue of the decla- 
ration of rights, slavery in this state was no more. And he men- 
tions another case, Littleton v. Tuttle, 4 Mass R, 128., note, in 
which was stated as the unanimous opinion of the court, that a 
negro born within the state, before the constitution, was bora 
free, though born of a female slave. The chief justice, however, 
states, that the general practice and common usage have been op- 
posed to this opinion. 

It has recently been stated as a fact, that there were judicial 
decisions in this state prior to the adoption of the present consti- 
tution, holding that negroes born here of slave parents were free, 
A fact is stated in the above opinion of Chief Justice Parsons, 
which may account for this suggestion. He states, that several 
negroes, born in this country, of imported slaves, had demanded 
their freedom of their masters by suits of law, and obtained it by 
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a Judgment of court. The defence of a master, he says, was faint- 
ly made, for such was the temper of the times, that a restless, dis- 
contented slave was worth little, and when his freedom was obtain- 
ed in a course of legal proceedings, his mas,ter was not holden for 
his support, if he became poor. It is very probable, therefore, 
that this surmise is correct, and that records of judgment to this 
effect may be found ; but they would throw very little light on 
the subject. 

Without pursuing this inquiry farther, it is sufficient for the pur- 
poses of the case before us, that by the constitution adopted in 1780, 
slavery was abolished in Massachusetts, upon the ground that it is 
contrary to natural right and the plain principles of justice. The 
terms of the first article of the declaration of rights are plain and 
explicit : " All men are born free and equal, and have certain 
natural, essential, and unalienable rights, among which are, the 
right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties, that of 
acquiring, possessing, and protecting property." It would be dif- 
ficult to select words more precisely adapted to the abolition of 
negro slavery. According to the laws prevailing in all the states 
where slavery is upheld, the child of a slave is not deemed to be 
born free, a slave has no right to enjoy and defend his own liberty, 
or to acquire, possess, or protect property. That the description was 
broad enough in its terms to embrace negroes, and that it was in- 
tended by the framers of the constitution to embrace them, is prov- 
ed by the earliest contemporaneous construction, by an unbroken 
series of judicial decisions, and by a uniform practice from the 
adoption of the constitution to the present time. The whole tenor 
of our policy, of our legislation and jurisprudence, from that time 
to the present, has been consistent with this construction, and with 
no other. 

Such being the general rule of law, it becomes necpssary to in- 
quire how far it is modified or controlled in its operation ; either, 

1. By the law of other nations and states, as admitted by the 
comity of nations to have a limited operation within a particular 
state ; or 

2. By the constitution and laws of the United States. 

In considering the first, we may assume that the law of tiiis state 
is analogous to the law of England, in this respect; that while 
slavery is considered as unlawful and inadmissible in both, and 
this because contrary to natural right and to lav/s designed for the 
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security of personal liberty, yet in both, the existence of slavery 
in other countri is is recognized, and the claims of foreigners, 
growing out of that condition, arc to a certain extent, respected* 
Almost the only reason assigned by Lord Mansfield in Sommer- 
sett's case was, that slavery is of such a nature that it is incapable 
of being introduced on any reasons moral or political, but only by 
positive law ; and, it is so odious, that nothing can be suHercd to 
rcjjort it but positive law. 

The same doctrine is clearly stated in the full and able opinion 
of Marshall Ch. J., in the case of the Antelope. 10 Wheat. 120. 
He is speaking of the slave trade, but the remark itself shows that 
it applies to the state of slavery. " That it is contrary to the law 
of nature will scarcely be denied. That every man has a natural 
right to the fruits of his own labor is generally admitted, and that 
no other pe.-.son can rightfully deprive him of those fruits, and ap- 
propriate them against his will, seems to be the necessary result 
of the admission," 

But although slavery and the slave trade are deemed contrary 
to natural right, yet it is settled by the judicial decisions of this 
country and of England, that it is not contrary to the law of na- 
tions. The authorities are cited in the case of the Antelope, and 
that case is itself gin authority directly in point. The consequence 
is, that each independent community, in its intercourse with every 
other, is bound to act on the principle, that such other country has 
a full and perfect authority to make such laws for the government 
of its own objects, as its own judgment shall dictate, and its own 
conscience approve, provided, the same are consistent with the law 
of nations; and no independent community has any right to in- 
terfere with the acts or conduct of another state, within the terri- 
tories of such state, or on the high seas, which each has an equal 
right to use and occupy i and that each sovereign state, governed 
by its own laws, although competent and well authorized to make 
such laws as it may think most expedient to the extent of its own 
territorial limits, and for the government of its own subjects, yet 
beyond those limits, and over those who are not her own subjects, 
has no authority to enforce her own laws, or to trear|the laws of 
other states as void, although contrary to its own views of morality. 

This view seems consistent with most of the leading cases on the 
subject. 

Sonimersett's case, 20 Howell's State Trials, 1., as already cited. 
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decides that slavery, being odious and against natural right, can- 
not exist, except by force of positive law. But it clearly admits, 
that it may exist by force of positive law. And it may be remark- 
ed, that by positive law in this connection, may be as well under- 
stood customary law as the enactment of a statute ; and the word 
is used to designate rules established by tacit acquiescence or by 
the legislative act of any state, and which derive their force and 
authority from such acquiescence or enactment, and not because 
they are the dictates of natural justice, and as such, of universal 
ohligation. 

The Louis, 2 Dodson's Rep. 238. This was an elaborate opinion 
of Sir Wm. Scott* It was the case of a French vessel seized by 
an English vessel in time of peace, whilst engaged in the slave 
trade. It proceeded upon the ground that a right of visitation by 
the vessels of one nation, of the vessels of another, could only be 
exercised in time of war, or against pirates, and that the slave 
trade was not piracy by the laws of nations, except against those 
by whose government it has been so declared by law or by treaty. 
And the vessel was delivered up. 

The Aniedisy 1 Acton's Rep. 240. The judgment of Sir Wm. 
Grant in this case, upon the point on which the case was decided, 
that of the burden of proof, has been doubted. But upon the 
point now under discussion, he says, but we do not lay down as a 
general principle, that this is a trade which cannot, abstractedly 
speaking, be said to have a legitimate existence, I say abstract- 
edly speaking, because we cannot legislate for other countries ; 
nor has this country a right to control any foreign legislature that 
may give permission to its subjects to prosecute this trade. He 
however held, in consequence of the principles declared by the 
British government, that iie was bound to hold, vrima facie, that 
the traffic was unlawful, and threw on the claimant the burden of 
proof, that the traffic was permitted by the law of his own country. 

77ie Diana, 1 Dodson, 95. This case strongly corroborates 
the general principle, that though the slave trade is contrary to the 
principles of justice and humanity, it cannot with truth be said, 
that it is contrary to the laws of all civilized nations ; and that 
courts will respect the property of persons engaged in it, under 
the sanction of the laws of their own country. 

Two cases are cited from the decisions of courts of common 
jaw, which throw much light upon the subject. 



OF THE EMANCIPA.TION OF SLAVES. 



Madrazo v. Willis, 3 B. and Aid. 353. It was an action 
brought by a Spaniard against a Britisli subject, who had unlaw- 
fully and without justifiable cause, captured a sliip with three hun- 
dred slaves on bord. The only question was the amount of dam- 
ages. Abbott, Ch. J., who tried the cause, in reference to the very 
strong language of the acts of parliament, declaring the traffic in 
slaves a violation of right, and contrary to the first principles of 
justice and humanity, doubted whether the owner could recover 
damages, in an English court of justice, for the value of the 
slaves as property, and directed the ship and the slaves to be sepa- 
rately valued. On further consideration he and the whole court 
were of opinion, that the plaintiff was entitled to recover for the 
value of the slaves. That opinion went upon the ground that the 
traffic in slaves, however wrong in itself, if prosecuted by a Span- 
iard between Spain and the coast of Africa, and if permitted by 
the laws of Spain, and not restrained by treaty, could not be law- 
fully interrupted by a British subject on the high seas, the com- 
mon highway of nations. And Mr. Justice Baylay, in his opinion, 
after stating the general rule that a foreigner is entitled, in a Brit- 
ish court of justice, to compensation for a wrongful act, added, 
that although the language used by the statutes was very strong, 
yet it conld only apply to British subjects. It is true, he 
further says, that if this were a trade contrary to the law of 
nations, a foreigner could not maintain this action. And Best, J. 
spoke strongly to the same effect, adding that the statutes speak 
in just terms of indignation of the horrible traffic in human beings; 
but they speak only in the name of the British nation. If a ship 
be acting contrary to the jj^eneral law of nations, she is thereby 
subject to confiscation ; but it is impossible to say that the slave 
trade is c^mtrary to what may be called the common law of nations, 
Forbes v. Cochrane, 2 Barn. & Cressw. 448 ; 3Dowl. & Ryl. 679. 
This case has been supposed to conflict with the one last cited ; 
but I apprehend, in considering the principles upon which they 
were decided, they will be found to be perfectly reconcilable. 
The plaintiff a British subject, domiciled in East Florida, where 
slavery was established by law, was the owner of a plantation and 
of certain slaves, who escaped thencc and got on board a British 
ship of war on the high seas. It was held, that he could not main- 
tain an action against the master of the ship for harboring the slaves 
after notice and demand of them. Some of the opinions given in 
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this case are extremely instructive and applicable to the present, 
llolroytl, J., in givinsj his opinion, said, that the plaintifF could not 
found his claim to the slaves upon any general right, because by 
the English laws such a right cannot be cqusidered as warranted 
by the general law of nature, thatit'the plaiatiH' could claim at all, 
it must be in virtue of some right, which he had acquired by the 
law of the country where he was domiciled, that when such rights 
are recognized by law, they must be considered as founded, not 
upon the law of nature, but upon the particular law of that coun- 
try, a?id must be co-extensive with the territoiies of that state ; 
that if such right were violated by a British subject, within such 
territory the party grieved would be entitled to a remedy; but that 
the law of slavery is a law in invitum, and when a party gets out of 
the territory where it prevails, and under the protection of another 
power, without any wrongful act done by the party giving that 
protection, the right of the master, which founded on the munici- 
pal law of the place only, does not continue. So in speaking of 
the effect of bringing a slave into England, he says, he ceases to be 
a slave in England, only because there is no law, which sanctions 
his detention in slavery. Best, J., declared his opinion to the same 
effect. Slavery is a local law, therefore if a man wishes to pre- 
serve his slaves, let them attach them to him by affection, or make 
fast the bars of their prison, or rivet well ther chains, for the in- 
stant they get beyond the limits where slavery is recognized by the 
local law, they have broken their chains — they have escaped from 
their prison, and are free. 

That slavery is a relation founded in force, not in right, existing, 
where it does exist, by force of positive law, and not recognized as 
founded in natural right, is intimated by the definition of slavery in 
the civil law : " Servitus est cons litutio juris gentium, qua quis dominio 
alieno contra naturam subjicitur." 

Upon a general review of the authorities, and upon an applica- 
tion of the well established principles upon this subject, we think 
they fully maintain the point stated, that though slavery is contrary to 
natural right, to the principles of justice, humanity, and sound 
policy, as vve adopt them, and found our own laws upon them, yet 
not being contrary to the laws of nations, if any other state or 
community see fit to establish and continue slavery by law, so far 
as the legislative power of that country extends, we are bound to 
take notice of the existence of those laws, and we are not at liberty 
to declare and hold an act done within those limits, unlawful 
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and void, upon our views of morality and policy, which the sove- 
reign and legislative powcv of the place has pronounced to be 
lawful. If, therefore, an unwarranted interference and wrong is 
done by our citizens to a foreigner, acting under the sanction of 
.such laws, and within their proper limits, that is, within the local 
limits of the power by whom they are thus established, or on the 
high seas, which each and every nation has a right in common with 
all others to occupy, our laws would no doubt atford a remedy 
against the wrong done. So, in pursuance of a well known maxim, 
that in the construction of contracts, the lex loci contractus shall 
govern, if a person, having in other respects, a right to sue in our 
courts, shall bring an action against another, liable in other respects 
to be sued in our courts, upon a contract made upon the subject of 
slavery in a state where slavery is allowed by law, the law here 
would give it effect. As if a note of hand made in New- Orleans 
were sued on here, and the defence should be that it was on a bad 
consideration, or, without consideration, because given for the price 
of a slave sold, it may well be admitted that such a defence could 
not prevail, because the contract was a legal one by the law of the 
place where it was made. 

This view of the law applicable to slavery, marks strongly the dis- 
tinction between the relation of master and slave as established by the 
local law of particularstates,andin virtue of that sovereign power and 
independent authority, which each independent state concedes to 
every other, and those natural and social relations which are every 
where and by all people recognized, and which, though they may 
be modified and regulated by municipal law, are not founded upon 
it, such as the relation of parent and child, and husband and wife. 
Such, also, is the principle upon which the general right of property 
is founded, being in some form universally recognized as a natural 
right, independently of municipal law. 

This alfords an answer to the argument drawn from the maxim, 
that the right of personal property follows the person, and, there- 
fore, where by the law of a place, a person there domiciled ac- 
quires personal proiperty, by the comity of nations, the same must 
be deemed his property every where. It is ob\nous, that if this 
were true, in the extent in which the argument employs it, if slavery 
exists any where, and if by the laws of any place a property can 
be acquired in slaves, the law of slavery must extend to every 
place where such slaves may be carried. The maxim, therefore, 
and the argument can apply only to those commodities which are 
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every where, tuul by all nations, treated and deemed subjects of 
|)ro|)(.;rty. But it is not speakiufjf with strict accuracy to say, that 
tt property can be ac(piircd in humun beings, by local laws. Each 
state may, for its own convenience, declare that slaves shall be 
deemed property, and that the relations and laws of personal chat- 
tels shall be deemed to apply to them ; as, for instance, that they 
may be bought and sold, delivered, attached, levied upon, that trey- 
pass will lie for an injury done to them, or trover for converting 
them. But it would be a perversion of terms to say, that such 
local laws do in fact make them personal property generally ; they 
can only determine, that the same rules of law shall apply to them 
as are applicable to property, and this effect will follow only so far 
as such laws propria vigore can operate. 

The same doctrine is recognized in Louisiana. In the case of 
Lunsford v. Coquillon, 14 Martin's Rep. 404., it is thus stated: — 
The relation of owner and slave in the states of this union, in 
which it has a legal existence, is a creature of the iriunicipal law. 
See Story's Conflict of Laws, 92. 97. 

The same principle is declared by the court in Kentucky, in the 
case of Rankinv. Lydia, 3 Marshall's Rep. 470. They say, slavery is 
sanctioned by the laws of this state ; but we consider this as a 
right existing by positive law of a municipal character, without 
foundation in the law of nature. 

The conclusion to which we come from this view of the law is 
this : — 

That by the general and now well established law of this Com- 
monwealth, bond slavery cannot exist, because it is contrary to 
natural right, and repugnant to numerous provisions of the consti- 
tution and laws, designed to secure the liberty and personal rights 
of all persons within its limits and entitled to the protection of the 
laws. 

That though by the laws of a foreign state, meaning by " foreign" 
in this connection, a state governed by its own laws, and between 
which and our own, there is no dependence one upon the other, 
but which in this respect are as independent as foreign states, a 
person may acquire a property in a slave, that such acquisition, 
being contrary to natural right, and effected by the local law, is 
dependent upon such local law for its existence and efficacy, and 
being contrary to the fundamental laws of the state, such general 
ri^ht of property cannot be exercised or recognized here. 
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That as a general rule, all persons coming •within the limita of a 
state, become subject to all its municipal laws, civil and criminal, 
and entitled to the privileges which those laws confer ; that this 
rule applies as well to blades as whites, except in the case of fugi- 
tives, to be afterwards considered ; that if such persons have been 
slaves, they become free, not so much because any alteration has 
been made iu their stattis, or condition, as because there is no law 
which will warrant, but there arc laws, if they choose to avail 
themselves of them, which prohibit their forcible detention or for- 
cible removal. 

That the law arising from the comity of nations cannot apply ; 
because if it did, it would follow as a necessary consequence, that 
all those persons who by force of local laws, and within all foreign 
places Avhere slavery is permitted, have acquired slaves as property, 
might bring their slaves here, and exercise over them the rights and 
power which an owner of property might exercise, and for any 
length of time, short of acquiring a domicil ; that such an appli- 
cation of the law would be wholly repugnant to our laws, entirely 
inconsistent with our policy and our fundamental principles, and is 
therefore inadmissible. 

Whether, if a slave voluntarily brought here, and with his own 
consent returning with his master, would resume his condition as a 
slave, is a question which was incidentally raised in the argument, 
but is one on wliich we are not called on to give an opinion in 
this case, and we give none. From the principle above stated, on 
which a slave brought here becomes free, to wit, that he becomes 
entitled to the protection of our laws, and there is no law to war- 
rant his forcible arrest and removal, it would seem to follow as a 
necessary conclusior\, that if the slave waives the protection of those 
laws, and returns to the state where he is held as a slave, his con- 
dition is not changed. 

In the case Ex parte Grace, 2 Haggard's Ad. R. 94., this ques- 
tion was fully considered by Sir Wm. Scott, in the case of a slave 
brought from the West Indies to England, and afterwards volun- 
tarily returning to the West Indies ; and he held that she was rein- 
stated in her condition of slavery. 

A difterent decision, I believe, has been made of the question In 
some of the United States ; but for the reasons already given, it is 
not necessary to consider it further here. 

The question has thus far been considered as a general one, 
and applicable to cases of slaves brought from any foreign state or 
47 
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couptry ; and it now becomes necessary to consider how far this 
result diders, where tlie person is claimed as a slave by a citizen of 
another state of this Union, that is, how the question as between 
citizens of different stutes is alfcctcd by the provision of the con- 
stitution and laws of United States. 

In Article 4. sec, 2., the constitution declares that no person 
held to service or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escap- 
ing into another, shall in consequence of any law or regulation 
therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor 
may be due- 

The law of congress made in pursuance of this article provides, 
that when any person held to labor in any of the United States, &c. 
shall escape into any other of the said states or territories, the per- 
son entitled, &.c. is empowered to arrest the fugitive, and upon 
proof made that the person so seized under the law of the state, 
from which he or she fled, owes services, &c. Act of Feb. 12th, 
1793, 

In regard to these provisions, the court are of opinion, that as 
by the general law of this commonwealth, slavery cannot exist, 
and the rights and powers of slave owners cannot be exercised 
therein. The effec*. of this provision in the constitution and laws of 
the United States, is to limit and restrain the operations of this 
general rule, so far as it is done by the plain meaning and obvious 
intent and import of the language used, and no further. The con- 
stitution and law manifestly refer to the case of a slave escaping 
from a state where he owes service or labor, into another state or 
territory. He is termed a fugitive from labor ; the proof to be 
made is, that he owed service or labor, under the laws of the state 
or territory /rom which he fled, and the authority given is to remove 
^nch fugitive to the state from which he Jied. This language can, 
by no reasonable construction, be applied to the case of a slave 
who has not fled from the state, but who has been brought into 
this state by his master. 

The same conclusion will result from a consideration of the 
well known circumstances under which this constitution was 
formed. Before the adoption of the constitution the states were, 
to a certain extent, sovereign and independent, and were in a con- 
dition to settle the terms upon which they would form a more per- 
fect union. It has been contended by some over-zealous philan- 
thropists, that such an article in the constitution could be of no 
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bindinfif force or validity, because it was a stipulation contrary to 
natural right But it is diflicult to perceive the force of this ob" 
jcction. It has already been shown, that slavery is not contrary to 
the law of nations. It would then be the proper subject of trea- 
ties among sovereign and independent powers. 

Suppose inste ul of forming the present constitution, or any other 
confederation, the several states had become in all respects sove- 
reign and independent, would it not have been competent for them 
to stipulate, that fugitive slaves should be mutually restored, and 
to framu suitable regulations, under which such a stipulation should 
be carried into effect 1 Such a stipulation would be highly import- 
ant and necessary to secure peace and harmony between adjoining 
nations, and to prevent perpetual collisions and border wars. It 
would be no encroachment on the rights of the fugitive ; for no 
stranger has a just claim to the protection of a foregn state against 
its will, especially where a claim to such protection would be likely 
to involve the state in war ; and each independent state has a right 
to determine by its own laws and treaties, who may come to reside 
or seek shelter within its limits. Now, the constitution of the 
United States partakes both of the nature of a treaty and of a form 
of government. It regards the states, to a certain extent, as sove- 
reign and independent communities, with full power to make their 
own laws, and regulate their domestic policy, and fixes the terms 
upon which their intercourse with each other shall be conducted. 
In respect to foreign relations, it regards the people of the 
state as one community, and constitutes a form of government 
for them. It is well known that when this constitution was formed, 
some of the states permitted slavery and the slave trade, and consi- 
dered them highly essential to their interests, and that some other 
states had abolished slavery within their own limits, and from the 
principles deduced and policy avowed by them, might be presumed 
to desire to extend such abolition further. It was therefore mani- 
festly the intent and the object of one party to this compact to 
enlarge, extend and securt;, as far as possible, the rights and powers 
of the owners of slaves, within their own limits, as well as in other 
statesj and of the otbef party to iimit and restrain them. Under 
these circumstances the clause in question was agreed on and in- 
troduced into the constitution ; and as it was well considered, as it 
was intended to secure future peace and harmony, and to fix as 
precisely as language could do it, the limit to which the rights of 
one party should be exercised within the territory of the other, it 
is to be presumed that they selected terras intended to express their 
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(5xact and their whole meaning ; and it would be a departnvc from 
the pui^pose and spirit of the compact to put any other constiuc- 
tion upon it thaxi that to be derived from the plain and natural im- 
port of the language used. Besides, this construction of the 
provision in the constitution gives to it a latitude suflicient to allbrd 
efiectual security to the owners of slaves. The states have a 
plenary power to make all laws necesssiry for the regulation of 
slavery and the rights of slave owners, whilst the slaves remain 
within their territorial limits ; and it is only when they escape, 
without the consent of their owners, into other states, that they 
require the aid of other states to enable them to regain their do- 
minion over the fugitives. 

But this point is supported by most respectable and unexception- 
able authorities. 

In the case of Butler v. Hopper, 1 Wash. C. C. Rep. 499., it 
was held by Mr. Justice Washington, in terms, that the provision 
in the constitution which we are now considering, does not extend 
to the case of a slave voluntarily carried by his master into another 
state, and there leaving him under the protection of some law de- 
claring him free. In this case, however, the master claimed to 
hold the slave in virtue of a law of Pennsylvania, which permitted 
members of congress and sojourners, to retain their domestic 
slaves, and it was held that he did not bring himself within either 
branch of the exception, because he had, for two years of the pe- 
riod, ceased to be a member of congress, and so lost the privilege ; 
and by having become a resident could not claim as a sojourner. 
The case is an authority to this point, that the claimant of a slave, 
to avail himself of the provisions of the constitution and laws of the 
United States, must bring himself within their plain and obvious 
meaning, and they will not be extended by construction ; and that 
the clause in the constitution is confined to the case of a slave es- 
caping from one state and fleeing to another. 

But in a more recent cavse, the point was decided by (he same 
eminent judge. Ex parte Simmons, 4 Wash. C. C. Rep. 396. It 
was an application for a certificate under § 3 of the act of Feb, 12. 
1793. He held that both the constitution and laws of the United 
States apply only to fugitives, escaping from one state and fleeing 
to another, and not to the case of a slave voluntarily brought by his 
master. 

Another question was made in that case, whether the slave was 
free by the laws of Pennsylvania, which like our own in effect, 
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liberate slaves voluntarily brought within the state, but there is an 
exeeptiou in favor of members cf congress, foreign ministers, 
consuls, and sojourners: but this provision is qualified as to sojourn- 
ers and persons passing through the state in sucli a manner as to 
exclude them from the benefit of the exception, if the slave was re- 
tained in the state longer than six months. The slave in that case 
having been detained in the state more than six months, was 
therefore held free. 

Tins case is an authority to this point : The general rule being, 
that if a slave f,s brought into a state where the laws do not admit 
slavery, he will be held free, the person who claims him as a sJave, 
under any exception or limitation of the general rule, must show 
clearly that the case is within such exception. 

The same principle was substantially decided by the state court 
of thesame state in the case of Commonwealih v. Uolloway, 2 Serg. 
& Rawle, 305. It was the case of a child of a fugitive slave, born 
in Pennsylvania. It was held that the constitution of the U. States 
was not inconsistent with the law of Pennsylvania ; that as the law 
and constitution of the U. S. did not include the issue of fugitive 
slaves in terms, it did not embrace them by construction or impli- 
cation. The court considers the law as applying only to those 
who escape. Yet by the operation of the maxim which obtains in 
all the states wherein slavery is permitted by law, partus sequiter 
ventrem, the offspring would follow the condition of the mother, if 
either the rule of comity contended for applied, or if the law of 
the United States would be extended by construction. 

The same decision has been made in Indiana, 3 American 
Jurist, 404. 

In Louisiana, it has been held, that if a person with a slave goes 
into a state to reside where it is declared that slavery shall not exist, 
for ever so short a time, the slave, ipso /ac/o, becomes free, and will 
be so adjudged, and considered afterwards in all other states ; and 
a person moving from Kentucky to Ohio, to reside, his slaves 
thereby became free, and were so held in Louisiana. This case 
also fully recognizes the authority of states to make laws dissolv- 
ing the relation of master and slave ; and considers the special limi- 
tation of the general power, by the federal constitution, as a forci- 
ble implication in proof of the existence of such general power. 
Lunsford v. Coquillon, 14 Martin's Rep. 465. 

And in the above cited case from Louisiana, it is very signifi- 
cantly remarked, that such a construction of the constitution and 
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law of the United States can work injury to no one, for the princi- 
ple acts only on the willing and volenti non fit injuria. 

The same rule of construction is adopted in analogous cases in 
other countries, that is, where an institution is forbidden, but where 
for special reasons, and to a limited extent, such prohibition is re- 
laxed, the exemption is to be construed strictly, and whoever claims 
the exemption must show hintself clearly within it, and where 
the facts do not bring the case within the exemption, the general 
rule has its effect. 

By a general law of France, all persons inhabiting, or being 
within the territorial limits of FrancCj are free. An edict was 
passed by Ijouis XIV. called ' Le Code Noir,* respecting slavery in 
the colonies. In 1716, an edict was published by Louis XV. con- 
cerning slavery in the colonies, and reciting, among other things, 
that many of the colonists were desirous of bringing their slaves 
into France, to have them confirmed in the principles of religion, 
and to be instructed in various arts and handicrafts, from which 
the colonists would derive much benefit, on the return of the slaves, 
but that many of the colonists feared that their slaves would pre- 
tend to be £tee on their arrival in France, from which their owners 
would sustain considerable loss, and be deterred from pursuing 
an object at once so pious and useful. The edict then provides a 
series of minute regulations to be observed both before their de- 
parture from the West Indies, and on their arrival in France, and 
if all these regulations are strictly complied with, the negroes so 
brought over to France shall not thereby acquire any right to their 
freedom, but shall be compellable to return ; but if the owners 
shall neglect to comply with the prescribed regulations,the negroes 
shall become free, and the owners shall lose all property in them. 
20 Howell's State Trials, 15, note. 

The constitution and laws of the United States, then, are con- 
fined to cases of slaves escaping from other states and coming with- 
in the limits of this state without the consent and against the will 
of their masters, and cannot by any sound construction extend to 
a case where the slave does not escape and does not come within 
the limits of this state against the will of the master, but by his own 
act and permission. This provision is to be construed according 
to its plain terms and import, and cannot be extended beyond this, 
and where the case is not that of an escape, the general rule shall 
have its effect. It is upon these grounds, we are of opinion, that 
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an owner of a slave in another state, where slavery is warranted 
by law, voluntarily bringing such slave into this state, has no author- 
ity to detain him against his will, or to carry him out of the state 
against his consent, for the purpose of being held in slavery. 

This opinion is not to be considered as extending to a case 
where the owner of a fugitive slave having produced a certificate 
according to the law of the United States, is bona fide removing such 
slave to his own domicil, and in so doing passes through a free 
state ; where the law confers a right of favor, by necessary impli- 
cation, it gives the means of executing it. Nor do we give any 
opinion upon the case, where an owner of a slave in one state, is 
fcona fide removing to another state where slavery is allowed, and 
in so doing necessarily passes through a free state, or arrives by ac- 
cident or necessity he is compelled to touch or land therein, re- 
maining no longer than necessary. Our geographical position 
exempts us from the probable necessity of considering such a case, 
and we give no opinion respecting it. 

The child who is the subject of this habeas corpus, being of too 
tender years to have any will, or give any consent to be removed, 
and her mother, being a slave and having no will of her own, and 
no power to act for the child, she is necessarily left in the custody 
of the law. Tlje respondent having claimed the custody of the 
child in behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Slater, who claim the right to 
carry her back to Louisiana, to be held in a state of slavery, we 
are of opinion that his custody is not to be deemed by the court a 
proper and lawful custody. 

Under a suggestion made in the outset of this inquiry, that a 
probate guardian would probably be appointed, we shall for the 
present order the child into a temporary custody, to give time for 
an application to be made to the judge of probate. 

3. 

Butler et al, v. Delaplaine. Oct. T. 1821. 7 Serg. & 

Rawle's Rep. 378. 

Held by the court, Duncan, J., that the sojourning of a master, gojoum- 
a citizen of another state, with his slave in this state at different '"g^ 'be- 
times, will not entitle such slave to freedom, unless there was at 
some time a continued residence here, or retaining of the slave for 
six months, unless, perhaps, in the case of a fraudulent removal 
backwards and forwards. 
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Commonwealth v. Griffith. Oct. T. 1823. 2 Pick. Mass. 

Rep. 11. 

A slave be- This was an indictment for an assault and battery and false im- 
a'"eraonin P^sonment, Committed on the body of a negro, named Randolph, 
Virginia in the tovvn of New Bedford. A trial was had upon the general 
tr^h^ issue, and the allegations in the indictment were proved. The 
whSh'^^he defence set up, and which also was proved, was, that Randolph 
owner ^ vvas a slave, formerly the property of one M*Carty, of the state of 
was held, Virginia, who was now deceased. Randolph having fled from his 
u' states service in his life time. It was in evidence, that JR-andolph came 
Laws, 2 to New Bedford four or five years ago, and that he had a dwel- 
2 se"ss. ' ling house there, which he had acquired and held as his own. T^ie 
siave'^might defendant had authority in writing (with a scroll in the place of a 
be seized from onc Mason, the administrator on the estate of M'Carty, 

without a ' ' •'^ 

warrant, in and as Mason's agent and attorney to seize and arrest. Randolph, 
taken be- pursuant to United States Laws, 2d congress, 2. sess. ch. 7. 
jud^^e^ &,c respecting persons escaping from the service of their masters, 

an<lthat ^ and to take him before a judge or magistrate, and then to remove 
was not him to the state of Virginia, from which he had fled. It was prov- 
tiouahthat ^d, that by the laws of Virginia, the service of the slave upon the 
the admi- decease of M'Carty became due to Mason, the administrator ; but 

nistrator of t-iiii 

the deceas- it also appeared, or was admitted, that by the laws of Massachu- 
by'the "huv setts, Randolph did not owe service to any one ; and farther, that 
of Virginia letters of administration had been granted upon the estate of 

the person * 

to whom M'Carty within this commonwealth. The defendant, accompa- 

orthesiave nied by a deputy sheriff', but without any warrant or other legal 

niight" by P^'occss, (though it appeared that application had been made by 

liimself or him to the district judge of the United States, who had decided 

his agent, 

make such that a warrant or other process was not authorized by the act of 
withmit ta- congress, and was not necessary,) seized Randolph, and kept him 
king out jjj confinement for an hour or more, intending to have an 

letters of . . . ° 

administra- examination before a magistrate, pursuant to the act aboA'e 
here; and mentioned. A verdict was taken against the defendant; and it 
that an in- ^jjg girreed, that if the court should determine that the act of con- 

strument 

under seal grcss was not valid, or that the administrator had not power, ac- 

was not re- i. . ^ , n ■, . r. , , 

quisiie cording to the true construction of that act, and of the laws of 

pointmeu^ Virginia, as above mentioned, by himself, his agent, or attorney, to 

of such an reclaim the slave, or that the letter of attorney was not sufficient 
agent. 
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to operate in Massachusetts) then the verdict should stand ; other- 
wise that the defendant should be discharged. 

Parker, Ghv J.^ delivered the opinion of a majority of the courtj 
in substance as follows. The first question is, whether the defend- 
ant was duly empowerd as an agent to reclaim the slave. We do 
not decide whether a scroll is a seal, though probably it would 
not be so considered in this state. But we think that a letter of 
attorney was not required to communicate power to this agent. 

In general, a seal is not necessary, except to authorise the ma^ 
king of a sealed instrument. A common letter, or a parol author- 
ity, is sufficient for making many important contracts. The words 
of the statute are, " the person to whom such labor or service may 
be due, his agent, or attorney." If a letter of attorney were re- 
quired, the statute would have used the word attorney only; but the 
word agent being used, serves to explain the intention of the legis- 
lature. The question then is, whether Mason, having be«n duly 
appointed administrator under the laws of Virginia, had a right to 
come here himself and clsim the slave ; for the claim by his agent 
was the same as if made by himself. It has been decided, that a 
foreign administrator cannot come here to collect a debt ; and if it 
was necessary to pursue the slave in the character of administrator, 
the authorities are clear against the defendant. But by the statute 
of the United States, the person to whom the service i.'i due, may 
reclaim, and by the laws of Virginia an administrator is such per- 
son. Taking both together, Mason might come here U? reclaim ; 
and it was not necessary that he should come in the character of 
an administrator* This brings the case to a single point, whether 
the statute of the United States giving power to seize a slave with- 
out a warrant is constitutional. It is difficult in a case like this, for 
persons who are not inhabitants of slave holding stateSj to prevent 
prejudice from having too strong an effect on their mmds. We 
must reflect, however, that the constitution was made with some 
states in which it would not occur to the mind to inquire whether 
slaves were property. It was a very serious question, when they 
came to make the constitution, what should be done with their 
slaves. They might have kept aloof from the constitution. That 
instrument was a compromise. It was a compact by which all are 
bound. We are to consider, then, what was the intention of the 
constitution. The words of it were used out of delicacy, so as not 
to offend some in the convention whose feelings were abhorrent 
to slavery ; but we there entered into an agreement that slaves 
48 
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ahoulil be considered as property. Slavery would still have con- 
tinued if no constitution had been made. The constitution does 
not prescribe the mode of reclaiming a slave, but leaves it to be 
determined by congress. It is very clear, that it was not intended 
that application should be made to the executive authority of the 
state. It is said that the act which congress has passed on this 
subject, is contrary to the amendment of the constitution, securing 
the people in their persons and property against seizures, &c. 
without a complaint upon oath. But all the parts of the instru- 
ment are to be taken together. It is very obvious, that slaves are 
not parties to the constitution, and the amendrnent has relation to 
the parties. 

But it is said, that when a seizure is made, it should be made 
conformably to our laws. This does not follow from the constitu- 
tion, and the act of congress says, that the person to whom the 
service is due, may seize, &c. Whether the statute is a harsh one, 
is not lor us to determine. 15u* it is objected, that a person may 
in this summary manner seize a freeman. It may be so ; but this 
would be attended with mischievous consequences to the person 
making the seizure, and a habeas corpus^ would lie to obtain the re- 
lease of the person seized. We de not perceive that the statute is 
unconstitutional, and we think the defence is well made out. 

5. 

MuFvHAY, a pauper, v. M*Carty. March T. 1811. 2 Munf. 

Rep. 393. 

The act of g^jf freedom. It was agreed, that M'Carty, the owner of 

1792 con- . ^ . ^ 

cerningtije the slave, was born in Virginia, and before he became of age, was 

tion^^f married in Maryland, where he continued to reside with his father- 

B!ave8does -^^^^^^ f,,^^^^ jXjg ygar 1800 to 1804, when he and his family left 

not extend . . 

to citizens Maryland and came to reside in Virginia, and brought the slave 
to\'h "Se with him, and took the oath against evading the laws for prevent- 
'poriry^*^r"- "^o farther importation of slaves. During M'Carty's residence 
pideiicc a- Maryland he built no house, nor rented any, but resided with hij 
father-in-law ; and during the residence was at one time in Vir- 
ginia, and voted ot the election of delegates. The court was of 
opinion the law was for the defendant. Verdict and judgment for 
defendant, which being atBrmed in the district court, the plaintiff 
appealed. 

The judges gave their opinions. Cabell, jf., observed, that a 
temporary residence abroad would not divest a man of the charac- 
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tcr of a citizen oi' 8ul)ject of a state or nation to wliicli ho may be- 
long. There must be a removal with an intention to lay aside 
that character; and he must actually join himself to some other 
community. By the act of assembly passed 17th of December, 
1792, Rev. Code, vol. 1. p. ISC, the privilcji^e of bringinji,' slaves 
into this commonwealth can be claimed by those persons only, who 
at the time of their removal, were citizens, not of this, but of some 
other state ; and as it is admitted that the appellee was a native of 
this state, and has not laid aside that eharacter, the ju»lFment must 
be reversed. And Judges Roane and Fleming concurred. 

G. 

Barnett v. Sam. April T. 1821. 1 Gilmer's Virginia Rep. 232. 

This was a suit for freedom, in forma pauperis, by Sam. The 'pj,,, ^^.^ of 

following case was made by a demurrer to evidence in the county l''-'- '■'"'i"'* 

court of Amherst. Sam was born in the county of Augusta, about souh rcsno- 

the year 1788, the slave of Mary Teas, a native of that county, Virginia 
then residing there. Mary Teas removed to Noi rh Carolina about 

1790, where she resided, and Sam with her, three years. In 1793 c^r^M" for- 

nmlitieshas 

she returned to Virginia, bringing Sam with her ; and not comply- no applica- 
ing with the requisitions of the statute of Virginia of 1792, Rev, Son^of* 
of 1792, p. 103. She continued in Virginia until the year 1811, Virginia 
when she sold Sam to Barnett. The county court gave judgment to anotiior 

r. 1 1 • .«» 11 . • 1 mi -1 A State with 

for the plamtifF on the demurrer to evidence. 1 he judgment was slaves, and 
affirmed on appeal to the superior court of law ; and an appeal was ^/,",'^"Jhfnj 
taken to this court. to virgi- 

iiia before 

Per Cur. Roane, J. The court is of opinion, that Mrs. Teas, the re|)eal 
under whom the appellant claims, having never renounced her cha- 
racter of citizen of Virginia, nor acquired that of a citizen of North 
Carolina, is not embraced by the first part of the proviso of § 4. 
ch. 103. (p. 186. of Pleasants- edition of the laws,) under the de- 
cision of this court in the case of Murray v. M'Carty, 2 Munf. Rep, 
393., so as to depriv^e a slave purchased by her in another state, after 
the pAssitig of that act, and brought into this commonwealth, of the 
right of freedom, enuring to him under the 2d section thereof: but 
the appellee in this case having been, at the time of the commence*, 
ment of this act, actually owned by the said Mrs. Teas, his right to 
freedom is barred by that circumstance, under the provision as to 
citizens of the commonwealth, contained in the last part of the 
said proviso ; and this, a fortiori, as the said Mrs. Teas had owned 
the appellee, as a slave in Virginia, and carried him with hfei* into 
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North Carolina. Bo^h judgments are to be reversed, and entered 
for the appellant. 

7. 

MoNTGOMEUY V. Fletciier. Dcc. T. 1828. 6 Hand's Hep. 612. 
The itn- forma pauperis by the plaintiiF to recover his freedom. 

SuE'Tllo It appeared that Robert Whitcford, an inhabitant of Maryland, in- 
by ^u- tending to move with his family and slaves to Virginia, sent hiw son 
8*^"^- to Fauquier in this state, where he bought a farm for his father, 
and settled the slaves upon it, of which the plaintiiTwas one. The 
son took the oath prescribed by the act of 1792, to be U\kh\ by 
those who remove from another state to this with slaves. The 
father soon after followed, and became a citizen of this state, where 
he died, and the plaintiff was sold to the defendant. Verdict and 
judgment for defendant. 

Per Cur. The president. The son, who was agent for the 
father, and the father were the importers of the slaves. Both in- 
tended to become, and did become citizens of Virginia, by which 
the law was satisfied ; its policy being to exclude slaves generally, 
but to admit them when brought by persons removing from another 
state and becoming citizens. Either the son or the father might 
take the oath. Judgment affirmed. 

8. 

Gomez v. Bonneval. June T. 1819. 6 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 656. 

A slave Per Cur. Derbi^ny, J. The petitioner is a negro in actual 

does not i i • i • i i 

become State of slavery ; he claims his freedom, ana is bound to prove it. 
being nie-^ In hls attempt, however, to show that he was free before he was 

gaily im- introduced in this country, he has failed : so that his claim now 
ported mto . . ' 

the state, rests entirely on the laws prohibiting the introduction of slaves in 
the United States. That the plaintiff was imported since that pro- 
hibition does exist, is a fact sufficiently established by the evidence. 
What right he has acquired under the laws forbidding such impor- 
tation is the only question which we have to examine. Formerly, 
while the act dividing Louisiana into two territories was in force in 
this country, slaves introduced here in contravention to it, were freed 
by operation of law ; but that act was merged in the legislative pro- 
visions, which were subsequently enacted on the subject of importa- 
tion of slaves into the United States generally. Under the now ex- 
isting laws, the individuals thus imported acquire no personal rights ; 
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they arc mere passive beings, who are disposed of, according to 
the will of the difiercnt state legislatures. In this country, they 
arc to remain slaves, and to be sold for the benelit of tlic state. 
The plaintiff, therefore, has nothing to claim as a freeman ; and 
as to a mere change of master, should such be his wish, he cannot 
be listened to in a court of justice. 

9. 

Link v. Beneu. 3 Caines* Rep. 325. 
Held by the court, that a slave brought into the state of New _ 

' ° In Novv- 

York after June 1785, and sold after October, 1801, is within the York, 
protection of the act of 1788, and entitled to be free, notwith- 
standing the law of 1783 is repealed by the act of April, 1801, 
the slave having acquired under the statute of 1788 a right not to 
be sold ; that right is preserved to him by the proviso of the re- 
pealing act of 1801. 

10. 

Helm v. Miller. January T. 1820. 17 Johns. Rep. 236. 

The court held, that under the aet of February, 1788, to prevent gaie of. 
the importation of slaves within this state, a sale in a due course 
of administration, or by persons acting in anter droi% would not be 
within the act, (Sable v. Hitchcock, 2 Johns. Cas. 79.,) so as to 
emancipate the slave. But where the sale was made by the hus- 
band of the executrix, who was also legatee of the slave, to pay 
his private debt, and was not made to pay the debt of the intestate, 
the sale was within the act, and the slave was entitled to his freedom. 

11. 

Henderson y. Negro Tom. June T. 1817. 4 Har. & Johns. 

Rep. 282. 

Held by the court, that where a slave had been imported into The slave 
this state in 1792 by his owner, who had not complied with the JJJlfgJbe'Je. 
provisions of the act of April 1783, ch. 23., by causing a registry, gistered. 



* If a slave escape from his master in Virginia, and be found in the District of Co' 
Inmbia, and be there sold by his master, the slave does not thereby acquire a right to 
his freedom. Negro Emanuel v. Henry W. Ball. June T. 1814. p, 24. And the 
court held, in the case of Negro Violette v. Henry W. Ball, ibid. p. 24., the court re- 
fused to instruct the jury, that the petitioner was entitled to her freedom, for being 
Bent from the city of Washington to Virginia for sale, (not being sold,) and returned 
to this city, being absent 8 or 9 months. 
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&c. to be made of such slave, that the slave was entitled to his 
freedom. See the ease of Scott v. Negro Ben, C Cranch's Rep. 1 . 

12. 

Haney v. Waddle. May T. 1815. 3 Har. & Johns. Rep. 557. 
A minor Qn a petition for freedom the court below held, that the peti- 

cau do no ' i • i • i • a 

acttoafloct tiouer was entitled to his ireedom, havmg been miported into the 
und Ae state by a minor. That a minor had no more authority to import 
act to t)ro- slaves into this state than an adult, and that neither the one nor 

vent tho 

importii- the other had such authority. The defendant appealed. ^ 
slaves. The court dissented from the opinion of the county court, on 

the ground that the minor could do no act to affect his rights, nor 
could his guardian for him ; that the guardian of a minor import- 
ing a slave did not entitle him to freedom, nor did the assent of the 
minor, during his minority, give such a title. And see Sprigg v. 
Negro Mary, 3 Har. & Johns. Rep. 491. 

13. 

Negro James V. Gaither. Dec. T. 1807. 2 Har. & Johns. 

Rep. 176. 

The act di- Held by the court, that parol evidence is not admissible to prove 
inode of that a deed of manumission was attested in the presence of two 
tiJm^'rnifst Witnesses, when it appeared only one had signed the instrument ; 
be cornpli- and that a deed of manumission executed in the presence of one 

ed with. .11 

witness only, will not give freedom to the slaves mentioned therein. 
By the act of 1752, ch. 1. § 5., two witnesses are necessary, and 
they must subscribe their names to the deed of nanumission. 

14. 

Fulton v. Lewis. May T. 1815. 3 Har. & Johns. Rep. 564. 

iS° by a Petition for freedom. John Levant removed from St. Domingo 
person fly- in July, 1793, of which place he was a native, to the city of Balti- 

ing from . , /. i i i, ux 

St.Domin- more, to avoid the insurrection in the former place, and brought 
with him three negroes as his slaves. He sold one of the negroes, 
the petitioner, to Clem, who sold him to the defendant, and Levant 
returned to the West Indies in 1796. 

The court decided on this statement of facts, that the petitioner 
was entitled to his freedom ; and on appeal to this court the judg- 
ment was affirmed. 
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15. 

Commonwealth v. Halloway. July T. 1816. 2 Serg. & 

Rawle^s Rep. 305. 

Habeas corpus for the body of Eliza, a negro girl. It appeared Bim, in 
that Eliza was the daughter of Mary, a slave who absconded from J'i^ '^"^^l^ 
her master in Maryland, and came to Philadelphia, where ihc re- freodom to 
uided about two years, when Eliza was born. And the question a»lavevvi>o 
was, whether birthy in Pennsylvania, gives freedom to a child of a ^om"lio? 
slave who had absconded from another state before she became 

before sho 

pregnant. bocdino 

Held by the court, that by the act of March, 1780, which cfe- P'**'^'"'^"*' 
clares " that all servitude for life, or slavery of children, in conse- 
quence of the slavery of their mothers, in the case of all children 
born within the state, from and after the passing of this act, shall 
be utterly taken away and extinguished, and forever abolished," 
which not being repugnant to the constitution, or laws of congress, 
was clear in favor of Eliza, and that she was born free. 

Per Yeates, J. Whatever may have been our ideas of the 
rights of slave holders in our sister states, we cannot deny that 
it was competent to the legislature to enact a law ascertaining the 
freedom of the issue of slaves born after the paijsing of the act 
withiii this state. 

16. 

Commonwealth ex rel., Hall v. Cook. Sep. T. 1822. 
1 Watts' Rep. 155. Commonwealth v. Robinson, ibid, 
p. 158. 

Habeas corpus to bring up Hannah Hall, who had been a slave ofthe^l3is- 
of Mrs. Williamson for life. lumbk ^re- 

Mrs. Williamson had resided in the 'district of Columbia with Jnovedinto 

Pennsylva- 

Hannah, and removed into Pennsylvania, bringing Hannah v.'ith nia to re- 
her to reside, where she signed an indenture to serve her mistress, brought 
Mrs. Willamson, for the period of seven years. The indenture J.f^ig^'^ijo 
stated, that it was entered into in pursuance of a parol agreement 'n conside- 

11/' 1. -r» . »T i n n '^^^OTl of 

made beiore their removal into Pennsylvania. No other proof ol mannmis- 
that fact, , however, .existed. The indenture was transferred to hSseirto^ 
Cook. And the question was whether an indenture, in considera- ^^^^^ 

r . . en years, 

tion or manumission executed in Pennsylvania was valid. the court 

The Court, iiogers, J., held the indenture invalid. The con- indenture 
tract was nudum pactum. There was no consideration ; the slave 
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was free the moment her mistress brought her into Pennsylvania 
to reside. And after referring to 1 Yeates' Rep. 366., 6 Ijinney's 
Rep. 204., 4 Scrg. & Rawl, 218., held, that the indenture would 
he valid if it wns executed in a state where slavery is recognized, 
by a person who was a slave. But this indenture was invalid, al- 
though made in pursuance of a parol agreement entered into in 
the District of Columbia. And see Commonwealth v. Clements, 
6 Binncy's Rep. 207. 

17. 

tificute isT*^* Jack, a negro man, v. Martin. .July T. 1834. 12 Wendell*^ 
B'^^^'^^'^^y Rep. 311. 

a magia- ^ 
trato tin; n ^ » t Tin 

writ de ho- Per Cuv. JY elsou, J. Where a slave escapes from one state 
gSVwUi another, and is pursued by his owner, and taken before a 
ThV'^eg'd magistrate, in pursuance of the laxo of congress, 

lation be- examines into the matter, and grants a certificate, that the slave 
dusively, owes Service or labor to the person claiming him, and allows the 
on thissub- claimant to remove him to the state from which he fled, the claim- 

ject, to the . ^ ' 

national ant cannot be prevented from removing him by a \yrit de homine 

menY"The fepligiando sued out under the authority of a state law. The right 
y\eW to^the legislation on this subject belongs exclusively to the national 

superiority govcmment ; and if such right be conceded to have been origi- 

nera/go?^ nally concurrent, after the exercise of its power by the national go- 

ItTsiStne- 'f'^rnment, SiW control over the subject bythe s/afe governments neces- 

thatS ^"*^*^b' ceases, so as to avoid the effects of adverse and conflicting 

owner of a legislation. In cases of collision, siafe Zatcs yielded to the superior 

ciiizen'^^of^ authority of the laws of the general government. 
the state To entitle the owner of a slave to the benefit of the provisions 

iroin which » 

the slave of the constttution and law of the United Stales, in this respect, it is 
title' Xixn i^ot necessary that he should be a citizen of the state from which the 
to the pro- gi^^^g fl^,^ . ^ jg Qjj]y incumbent upon him to show, that under the 

visions of " •' r » 

the consti- laws of the state from which the slave escaped, he is entitled to 

tution and . , , r .t -i 

laws ofthe the scrvicc or labor ot the slave, 
u. s. 

18. 

^ . . Commonwealth v. Griffen. Oct. T. 1832. 7 J. J. Mar- 

Bringing a 

slave into shall's Rep. 588. ; Commonwealth v. Greathouse, ibid, 

the state r qrv 

contrary to P' 
the statute 

of 1815, is The court, Robertson, J., held, that bringing a slave into 'Ken- 

bie offence, tucky by a person not protected by any of the exceptions in the 
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statute of 1815, although he intends to export, and afterwards ex- 
ports the slave to another state for sale, is an importation in this 
state, in violation of the statute. And an importation for any pur- 
pose, or by any person not authorized by the statute, is an indict- 
able offence. And the indictment need not charge a sale of them. 
Importation is one specific olfence, and a subsequent sale is 
another. 



(F.) By Implication, 
1. 

Oatfield v. Waring. May T. 1817. 14 Johns Rep. 188. 
The court seemed to apply the principle, that where a j)crson Bringing 

r 1 J ^ an action 

brings an action against another, he cannot afterwards claim him ngainHt an- 
as his slave. Spencer, J., observed, that the fact that the defendant IJoncessfon 
had sued the plaintiff for harboring his slave, goes a great way in ^^^j 
establishing that he was free ; at all events it is a very solemn con- cannot be 

r 1 1 r 1 11 »i 111 claimed as 

cestion ot the defendant that he was so. And consequently had a a slave, 
right to bring the action. 

2. 

Hall v. Mullin. June T. 1821. 5 Har. & Johns. Rep. 190. 

Trespass qiiare clamwm fregiU The plaintiff claimed title to 

the close hi question by the will of Henry L. Hall, who devised property 

as follows : " I give and devise to Dolly MuUin one hundred and ^J^'^J'^J^^' 

forty acres of land, being part of the tract called Partnership," shivc, by 

&c. Dolly Mullin was the slave of the tedtator. .Judgment was entitles the 

entered for the plaintiff, by consent, and the defendant appealed fJeedonlby 

to this court. iniplica- 

tlOIJ. 

Per Cur* Johnson^ J. At the time of the will of Henry Ij. 
Hall, it was in his power to have set Dolly MulUn free ; and the 
question is, has he done so by implication ? It was admitted, and 
could not be denied, that by the devise of the land, and the be- 
quest of other property, she must be freed in order to give effect 
to such devise and bequest. Her freedom could certainly be im- 
plied from the devise itself. 

Per Chase, Ch. J. I am also of opinion that Dolly Mullin, 
being the slave of Henry L. Hall, the will of the said Henry L. 
Hall will operate, and is effectual to manumit and give freedom to 
Dolly Mullin, and that she acquired a capacity, and was rendered 

49 
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capable of taking, and did take the lands devised to her under the 
will. 

. 3. 

Meilleur et al. v. Coupry. May T. 1829. 20 Martin's Louisi- 
ana Rep. 128. 

A slave un- Per Cuv. Martin^ J. The heirs of Louise Rilieux obtained a 
>M?mr!i" of against Coupry, who iiad obtained letters testamentary on her 

not bo pre ®^*^*^» show causc why they should not be revoked, and sug- 
f?ume(Ho gcsting that he was a slave, and therefore incapable of exercising 
oniancipa- the oflice of testamentary executor. He contended that he was a 
freeman. The court thought otherwise. The letters were re- 
voked, and he appealed. It was admitted, that he was born of a 
slave mother; that his mother's owner has ever resided, and still 
resides, in New Orleans ; that he is twenty-seven or twenty-eight 
years of age ; that he has enjoyed his freedom for fourteen years, 
and been married as a freeman. 

On these facts, it is clear, he was born a slave, and must con- 
tinue so, unless he was emancipated ; as he is under the age of 
thirty years, and the lawful emancipation of a slave cannot take 
place before that age, the presumption of a legal emancipation, 
which might result from his long possession of his freedom, is re- 
pelled from the evident impossibility his legal emancipation hav- 
ing taken place and the legal imposjiibility of a slave becoming 
free without a legal emancipation. Prescription can no more avail 
him, than it would the possessor of property evidently out of com- 
merce. Judgment affirmed. 



Note. — ^It will be seen by this chapter that the owner of slaves 
may emancipate them by deed, will, or by a contract executed. 
But to this benevolence of the owner there are, in the most of the 
states, restraints upon the exercise of this power by the owner. 
Slaves are recognized wherever the system is tolerated as pro- 
perty, and are subject to all the rules in the acquisition, possession, 
and transmission of property. It would seem, therefore, upon a 
first view of the case, that the owner should do with his properly 
whatever he pleased, and should have the privilege of renouncing 
his right to it whenever he pleased, and without being qualified 
by any public laws or regulations upon the subject. Such, how- 
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ever, is not the fact ; restraints upon this right exist in nearly all 
the states. 

By the Rev. Stat, of Missouri, p. 587., any person may eman- 
cipate his or her slave, by last will, or other instrument in writing, 
under hand and seal attested by two witnesses, and proved and 
acknowledged in the circuit court of the county where the party 
resides ; but there is a saving as to creditors of debts prior to the 
act of emancipation. And provision is made to compel the eman- 
cipator to support the emancipated slave, where in the judgment 
of the court he was of unsound mind, or above forty-five years of 
age, or under twenty-one, or if a female, under eighteen years. 

By the revised code of Virginia, vol. 1. p. 432., slaves may be 
emancipated by last will and testament, or writing, under hand and 
seal, attested and proved in the county or corporation court by 
two witnesses, or acknowledged by the party in the court of the 
county where he or she resides, to emancipate or set free, his or 
her slaves, or any of them who shall thereupon be entirely and 
fully discharged from the performance of any contract entered 
into during servitude. But the slaves emancipated are made 
liable for the previous debts of the owner. 

Emancipation is guarded in Teatjessee by a provision, (statute 
of 1777,) that the state must assent, or the act of manumission by 
deed or will is ineffectual, and as it appears. Fisher v. Dabbs, 6 
Yerger's Rep. 119., the emancipated slave must be immediately 
removed beyond the limits of the United States. 

By the statute law of Alabama, Aiken%' Dig. 647., slaves may 
be emancipated by the master, on application to the county court, 
and on proof of meritorious services ; bat the slave must remove 
out of the limits of the state. And the rights of creditors are 
preserved. Similar provisions are to be found in the other states. 
1 Rev. Code of Viglnia, p. 436. ; Rev. Code of Mississippi, p. 
385., &c. ' 

When it is Considered that slaves are a peculiar species of pro- 
perty, it will not excite surprise that laws are necessary for their 
regulation, and to protect society from even the benevolence of 
slave owners, in throwing among the community a great number 
of stupid, ignorant, and vicious persons, to disturb its peace, and 
to endanger its permanency. 

The right of society to regulate and control the ownership of 
this kind of property may be justified on the same grounds as 
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some other species of property. No one can doubt the right of 
individuals to acquire, possess, and sell gun powder. But if the 
possessor chooses to take it to his house or store, in a city or popu- 
lous town, the public become interested, and will restrain him 
within reasonable and proper limits. In New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and other populous places, this property, as an 
article of commerce, is regulated (as to the quantity to be kept in 
the city,) by the public laws. And the constitutionality of those 
laws cannot be doubted. So of slaves. The owner may keep as 
man}' as he pleases, but if he emancipates them, and turns them 
loose upon society, they have a right to protect themselves against 
his improvidence, or even his benevolence and generosity. They 
have a right to declare the act illegal or to restrain it within such 
bounds as shall secure their safety. 



(XX.) OF SUITS FOR FREEEKJM* 

(A) Of the action. 
1. 

Mima Queen and Child v. Hepburn. Feb. T. 1813. 

7 Cranch's Rep. 290. 

The rufeof Held by the court, that there is no legal distinction between the 
siiStf'fbr"* assertion of a claim for freedom, and any other right, which will 
thT^fimeas J "^*^'^)' application of a rule of evidence to cases of this de&crif - 
in other tion, which would be inapplicable to general cases, in which the 
right to property may be asserted. 



" By the Revised Code of Mississippi, p. 388. § 7G., provision is made that a 
person held in slavery may petition the court, and if the slave be in the possession of 
the master, the master is required to enter into a bond, conditioned that the slave shall 
be forthcoming, subject to the order of the court. And if the slave be put of the pos 
session of the master, the slave must enter into a recognizance with security, to malfe 
good tlie cost and damages. And where the master fails to give security for the forth- 
coming of the slave, the court is empowered to order the slave into the custody wf the 
sheriff. 
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2. 

Rankin v. Lydia. Fall T. ,1820, 2 Marshall's Rep. 467. 

Held by the Court, Mills, T., that a person of color, entitled to . Suit for 
be free by the municipal laws of any state, where he has been do- brougliUn 
miciled, (as for instance being taken by his master into a state '^"^ '^^'^^^^ 
which prohibited slavery, to reside) may prosecute his right to free- 
dom in any other state. It is a vested personal right to freedom, 
which exists where ever he is, or whereever he goes. 

3. 

Evans v. Kennedy. Oct. T. 1796. 1 Haywood's North 

Carolina Rep. 422. 

The plaintiH' was a person of color, who claimed liis freed'/jm, if a person 
and was detained in slavery by the defendant. The plaintiff; and detuhS m 
defendant had agreed that an action should be instituted without sl^i^ery, 
process, and an issue made up to try the fact ; and some doubts and false 
now arising in regard to the proper form of action, and of the nS is"he 
issue to.be made up, they referred it to the court to direct the {ioiMoTry 
proper form of action and issue. llefrfe* 

Per Cur. The action used on such occasions for eight or ten 
years past, is the action of trespass and false imprisonment, to which 
the defendant pleaded that the plaintiff is a slave, and cannot 
maintain an action ; and this the plaintiff replies, he is not a slave ; 
and an issue is made up upon this point, and tried by a jury. 

4. 

Cabpentier v. Coleman. 1802. 2 Bay's. Rep. 43G. 

Held by the court, that in an action to try the right of negroes conn 
to freedom, an order for security for their protection, and for their 
forthcoming a? the trial, may be made at the commencement of the for ti'e 

c " . ... J forthcom- 

suit, or at any time dunng its pendency. ing of tlie 

petition- 

5 era. 
* 

Marie v. Avart. June T. 1819. 6 Martin's Louisiana Rep. 

731. 

Th3 petition stated, that the plaintiff is a slave of Nicholas Lauve ; ^ ^j.^^^ 
that Erasmus Robert Avart made his last will, by which he direct- '"ay sue for 

her Iree- 

ed, that immediately after his decease, his testamentary executor, dom ano- 
the present defendant, should purchase the plaintiff and her child, gonMan 
and afterwards emancipate them according to law ; that Nicholas castor. 
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Lauve is willing to sell the pliiiritifl* and her child for a rcasonahlc 
price ; wherefore the plaintiftj in order (;o obtain her freedom, and 
that of her child in due time, prayg tliat the defendant be cited to 
declare, whether he accepts the said executorship, and in case he 
docs, that he may he coiripelled to fulfil the will of the testator in 
the prt.nises ; and in case he declines it, some proper and fit per- 
son may be appointed in hm stead. The defendant pleaded the 
incapacity of the plaintiff to stand in court, as she was the slave, 
not of the testator, but of another. The parish court gave judg- 
ment, that "the plaintiff be maintained in her right to institute 
this suit ; that she be declared entitled to obtain her freedom ; and, 
to this end, that the defendant in this cause be compelled to pur- 
chase the plaintiff and her child, as agreed upon by her master, 
and emancipate them, agreeably to the last will and testament of 
Erasmus R. Avart, of whom he is executor. And further, that 
he pay the costs of the suit." From this judgment the defendant 
appealed. 

Per Cur. Martin, J. This action is grounded on the regula- 
tions in our civil code which relate to slaves, and particularly that 
part of them which authorizes them to be parties in civil actions, 
either as plaintiffs or defendants, when they have to claim or prove 
their freedom. 

The defendant denies the plaintiff's right to sue, because, by her 
own showing in the petition, she is indisputably the slave of another 
person, and does not claim freedom directly against the defendant. 
As she is not opposed by her acknowledged master, we are of 
opinion that she has a right to maintain her action. But the parish 
court has erred in deciding definiti'^ely in favor of her right to free- 
dom. It is therefore ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the 
judgment be annulled, avoided, and reversed, anil that the case be 
sent back with instructions to the judge to hear the parties and de- 
cide the case, after an investigation of its merits. 

Haruis v. Clarissa and others. March T. 1834. 6 Yerger's 

Tennessee Rep. 227. 

Where a This was an action of trespass and false imprisonment, brought 

sliivo and by the plaintiffs below to establish their right to freedom. The 

liren*^ hl-ivo found a verdict in favor of the plaintiffs ; and that the said 

been ^held cictrissa and her two youngest children were not slave s. It was 

they* contended for the plaintiff in error, that a joint action for false im- 

may main- 
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prisonment could not be sustained, even if all the plaintiff's were tainn joiiu 
capable of suing separately ; as it was a sevei ul wi onij done to 

each. IionI* 

Per Cur. Catron, Ch. J. The title of the nsother and children 
standinsj together, they may sue together for their IVeedoiu. 
1 Washington's llep. 233. 230. There is nothing in the objection 
of misjoinder. 

7. 

Dempsev v. Lawrence. June T, 1821. Gilmer's Virginia 

Rep. 333. 

Dempsey was born the slave of one David Wallace, and descend- The chan- 
ed to his son William. He hired himself of his master William liJ'Jii',^" 
Wallace, and having accumulated the sum of $100, agreed to pay co»»«"on 

' ° v ' o I ^ courts 

it, and $200 more at a future day to his master, provided he would hnvc juriw- 
emancipate him. The proposal was accepted. After it was ac- m\i"nC *" 
cepted, Wallace insisted that Dempsey should find some one to be f^^^^f^l^^ 
surety for the payment of the $200 ; one Bacon agreed to become tiom; ^aml 
bound for the payment, and executed his bond to Wallace. In case pn>- 
this state of things, one Lawrence took the place of Bacon, agreed court"oi' 
to pay the $200, and Dempsey was to be bound to him for it. ^^",',^^^,^17 
This arrangement was made in concert between Bacon, Wallace, sei to pr«- 

1 T T-v '11 i T I, Hecute Tor 

and Lawrence. Dempsey paid tne money to Lawrence by th« p.i 1 
instalments. Laurence then went to North Carolina, and pro- P*"'- 
mised Dempsey if he would go with him he would emanci- 
pate him. Dempsey went and remained two years ; returned, 
and lived on a piece of land adjoining Lawrence, always acting 
as a freeman. Lawrence died, and his widow claimed Demp- 
sey as a slave. The bill prayed, that all persons be enjoined 
from molesting or selling the plaintiiF as a slave ; and that the 
widow of Lawrence be decreed to execute a deed of emancipation. 
The defendant (the widow of Lawrence) never answered the bill, 
and Dempsey's counsel asked a final decree. Chancellor Nelson 
was willing to continue the injunction until Dempsey could assert 
his freedom in a regular manner in a court of law ; but it being 
insisted that he should make a final decree, he dissolved the in- 
junction, and dismissed the bill ; and an appeal was taken. 

By the Court. The court of chancery had jurisdiction of the 
case, and might have proceeded to a final decree, after the proper 
preliminary steps ; it might have assigned counsel to the appellant, 
and have conformed to the other provisions of the act prescriHing 
the mode of conducting suit for freedom. The decree is there- 
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fore reversed, and the cause is to be sent back to the chancery court 
of Williaraaburjjh, with directbns to the court to appoint counsel 
for the appellant, and to proceed to a final decree on the merits. 



Til a sail 
for free- 
dom tho 
onxfs pro- 
bniidi lies 
on the 
plaintitF if 
ne be black. 



So in 

New-Jer- 

sey. 



But the 
presump- 
tion may 
be rebut- 
ted. 



Onus pro- 
hnndi, on 
whom it 
lies. 



(B.) Of evidence. 
1. 

Mary v. Morris et al. Aug. T. 1834. 7 Louisiana Rep. 135. 

Held hy the court, that in a suit for freedom, when the question 
is libera vel norij and the plaintifl* being from color, and in the ac- 
tual possession of the defendant, is presumed to be a slave, the 
burden of proving her freedom devolved on her. 

2. 

Fox V. Lambson. May T. 1826. 3 Halst. Rep. 275. 

Per Cur. Ewing, Ch. J, It is a settled rule in our courts, on 
questions of evidence, that the black color is proof of slavery ; 
Gibbons V. Morse, 2 Halst. Rep. 264.; which must be overcome 
before the witness can be received. 

3. 

Fox V. Lambson. May T. 1826. 3 Halst. Rep. 275. 

Held by the court, that where a person was reputed to be free, 
and for more than 20 years had been in the full and actual en joy- 
ment of freedom, is sufficient evidence to overcome the presump- 
tion of slavery arising from color. 

4. 

HuDGiNS V. Wrights. Nov. T. 1806. 1 Hen. and Munf. 134. 

Appeal from the high court of chancery. The complainants 
in their bill asserted their right to freedom, as having descended 
in the maternal line from a free Indian woman, called Butterwood 
Nan. On the hearing, the chancellor perceiving, from his own 
view, that the youngest of the claimants was perfectly white, and 
that there were gradual shades of ditference of color between the 
grandmother, mother, and grandaughter, (all of whom where be- 
fore the court,) and considering the evidt;nce in the cause, deter- 
mined that they were entitled to their Ireedom ; and, moreover, on 
the ground that freedom was a birth-right, it was a general prin- 
ciple, Uiat whenever one person claims to hold another in slavery 
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the onus prohimdi lies on the claimant; and he tlecrecd in favor 
of the claimants. 

Per Cur. TuckeTy J. In aid of tiie other evidence the chan- 
cellor decided upon his own view. This with tiie principles laid 
down in the decree has been ioudly complained of. Nature has 
stamped upon the African and his descendants two characteristic 
marks, besides the diflcrence of complexion, which often i*cmain 
visiible long after the characteristic distinction of color either dis- 
appears or becomes doubtful : a flat nose and woolly head of hair. 
The latter of these characteristics disappears the last of all. And 
so strong an ingredient in the African constitution is this latter 
character, that it predominates uniformly where the party is in 
equal degree descended from parents of diflerent complexions, 
whether whites or Indians, giving to the jet black hair of Indiaiis 
a degree of flexure which never fails to betray that the party dis- 
tinguished by it cannot trace his lienage purely from the race of 
native Americans. Its operation is still more powerful where the 
mixture happens between persons descended equally from Eu- 
ropeans and African parents. So pointed is this distinction be- 
tween natives of Africa and the aborigines of America, that a man 
might as easily mistake the glossy jetty clothing of an American 
bear for the wool of a black sheep, as the hair of an American In- 
dian for that of an African. Upon these distinctions, as connected 
with our laws^ the burden of proof depends. Upon these distinc- 
tions not unfrequently does the evidence given upon trials of such 
questions depend, as in the present case, where the witnesses con- 
cur in assigning the hair of Hannah, the daughter of Butterwood 
Nan, the long straight black hair of the native aborigines of this 
country. That such evidence is both admissible and proper, I 
cannot doubt. That it may sometimes be necessary for a judge to 
decide upon his own view, I think the following case will evince: 
Suppose three persons ; a black or mulatto man or woman witli 
a flat nose and woolly head ; a copper-colored, with long jetty 
black straight hair j and one with a fair complexion, brown hair, 
not woolly, or inclining thereto, with a prominent Roman nose, 
were brought together before a judge on a habeas corpus, on the 
ground of false imprisonment and detention in slavery; that the 
only evidence the person detaining them in his custody co'ild pro- 
duce was an authenticated bill of sale from another person, and that 

the parties themselves were unable to produce any other evidence 
50 
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concerning themselves, whence they came, &c. How must a judge 
act in such a case? I answer, he must judge from his own view. 
He must discharge the white person and the Indian out of custody, 
taking surety, if the circumstances of the case should appear to 
require it, that they should not depart the state within a reason- 
able time, that the holder may have an opportunity of asserting 
and proving them to be lineally descended in the maternal line 
from a female African slave ; and he must redeliver the black or 
mulatto person with the flat nose and woolly hair to the person 
claiming to hold hira or her as a slave, unless the black person 
or mulatto could procure some person to be bound for him to pro- 
duce proof of his descent, in the maternal line, from a free female 
ancestor. But if no such caution should be required on either side, 
but the whole case left to the judge, he must deliver the former 
out of custody, and permit the latter to remain in slavery, until he 
could produce proof of his right to freedom. This case may show 
how far the ohws pi'ohandi may be shifted from one party to the 
other. 



5. 

HuDGiNs V. Wrights. Nov. T. 1896. 1 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 134. 

The onus, Pcr Cuv. Tuckert J. All white persons are and ever have been 
it"lie9***''" free in this country. If one evidently white be, notwithstanding 
claimed as a slave, the proof lies on the party claiming to make 
out the other his slave. 

Per Roanet J. In the case of a person visibly appearing to be a 
negro, the presumption is in this country, that he is a slave, and it 
is incumbent on him to make out his right to freedom ; but in the 
case of a person visibly appearing to be a white man, or an Indian, 
the presumption is that he is free, and it is necessary for his adver- 
sary to show that he is a slave. 

In a suit ^' 

domXear. Jenkins V. ToM ct al. Fall T. 1792. 1 Wash. Rep. 123. 

Biiy evi- 
dence is Held by the court, that in a suit for freedom, hearsay evidence 

to prove*^ is admissible to prove the pedigree of the plaintiff. 

pedigree. 
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7. 

Walls v. Hemslet et a). June T. 1817. 4 Har. & Joliws. 

Rep. 243. 

The court held, that the reputation of the neighborhood, that Gonorai 
the mother of the petitioner for freedom was a free woman, is not 

*■ ^ when ivi- 

admissible evidence for the plaintiff in a trial for freedom. Nor tlcnce of 
are the declarations of a person since dead, but at the time holding 
the mother of the petitioner for freedom in slavery, that she was a 
slave, admissible evidence. 

Lemon v. Reynolds, Adm'r of Holmes. April T. 1817. 5 Munf. 

Rep. 552. 

The court held, that in a suit for freedom the validity of the will The vd'uW- 
under which the plaintiff claims, ought not to be questioned, (d?.e corded^ 
same, or a copy thereof, the original being destroyed,) the will ha- wllich 
ving been admitted to record, as and for the last will and testament 

1 • 1 claniit'd 

by the proper court, whose judgment remains unappealed from ; caimot be 
and the validity of such will not being contested by a bill in equity. ^Jj'"*'''*"' 

9. 

Vaughan v. Phebe, a woman of color. Jan. T. 1827. Martin 

& Yerger*8 Tennessee Rep. 1. 

Phebe sued Vaughan, in the court below, in an action of ti cs- Kepnta- 
pass and false imprisonment. Vaughan pleaded that Phebe was a }'"",\;"y \^ 
slave, and his property. To which plea Phebe replied, denying 
she was a slave, and the property of Vaughan. Upon which re- of descent 

■,. . . • • J Trom In- 

phcation issue was jomed* y„. 
At the trial of the cause in the court below, the plaintiff offered . 

' and may oe 

to read in evidence, the depositions of Seth R. Pool, Martha "''ed as^a 
Jones, and Phebe Tucker. The defendant, by his counsel, ob- dainrof " 
jected to the competency of the evidence contained in Poole's e«iahlisl" 
deposition, and to so much of Martha Jones' and Phebe Tucker's <«'eedom. 
as related to hearsay and information from others. The evidence 
of Pool, as set out in his deposition is, " that he had been acquainted 
with Phebe for fifty years, and that she was always said to be of 
Indian extraction. That he was also acquainted with !ier mother, 
called Beck, who was also called an Indian by descent ; and he 
believes she was the daughter of Moll, the property of Wm. Jones. 
That Phebe had been deprivedof her eye by a ringworm. That Beck, 
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l)ennotlier, was sister to Tab, the property of Benjamin Tucker wlio 
had aUvays claimed lier freedom, and as he believed had gut ker /rcc- 
dom by due course of la w. That said Pliebe is descended from an 
Indian mother., and was always considered free. That said Benja- 
min or Littlebury Tucker was sued by Tab, the maternal aunt of 
Plicbe, and siMcr to Beck ; and she recovered her freedom in con- 
sequence of her having descended from an Indian mother, who was 
free. Tliat he had often heard that Murene was the grandmotlier 
of ikck and Tab, and that she, Murene, was remarkably old, and 
lived about with her children and grand-children, and was always 
reputed an Indian, and was free. That Mwrene was a copper 
color, and that Abner, the brother of Phebe, sued, as he was in- 
formed and believed, Thomas Hardewav for his freedom, and was 
killed by said Hardeway j and that Phebe had often solicited him 
to undertake to procure her freedom ; but from the long acquain- 
tance he had with her master he would not do it." Those parts 
of the depositions of Martha Jones and Phebe Tucker objected to 
are, "that they knew many years ago, a colored woman named 
Phebe, in the possession of Thomas Hardeway of DInwiddie 
county, Virginia ; she having lost an eye, as was said, by a tetter 
or ringwonn. They also knew Phcbe's mother, who was named 
Beck. Beck was always said to be sister to Tab, by the mother's 
side. That they had understood that Phebe was brought to Ten- 
nessee by Abraham Vaughan. That Tab had obtained her free- 
dom by due course of law, and that they believed all Phebc's re- 
lations in those parts had also obtained their freedom upon the 
plea of their having descended from an Indian ancestor. They 
always understood that Molly Moore, (formerly Evans,) bad one 
of the family named Minor, and several others who had since all 
got their freedom, as will appear of record. 

Per Cur. Crnbb, J. The defendant in error brought a suit 
against the plaintiff in error, in trespass. The plaintiff in error 
pleaded, that Phebe was a slave, and his property. Whether she was 
free or a slave was the question. The cause was tried before a cir- 
cuit judge in Sumner county, and a verdict returned by the jury 
for Phebe. A judgment was entered, " that the plaintiff recover 
against the defendant her freedom and the damages," &c. Vaughan 
prayed an appeal, in the nature of a writ of error, to this court. 

At the trial, Vaughan, by bis counsel, objected to the reading of 
the depositions of Seth P. Pool, and so much of those of Martha 
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Jones and Phebe Tucker, as related to hearsay.) or information 
from othors. Some of us liavc had much dilHculty in coming to 
a conchision satisfactory to our minds as to some of the points 
made in this cause. The peculiar value of the right claimed, and 
the improbability of such a right being successfully asserted in 
many instances, except by such evidence as that which has been 
resorted to on this occasion, on the one hand ; and on the other, the 
want of entire coincidence between what has been heretofore done 
by judicial tribunals, whose decisions are precedents for this, and 
what we are now asked to do, added to the imposing character of 
two decisions, both of which;, and one especially, would seem to 
militate against the introduction of the evidence received in the 
court below, have been the causes of that ditficulty. To the argu- 
ments made, the decided cases produced on both sides, and some 
others, a laborious and anxious examination has been given. It 
only remains for us to make known some of the considerations 
that have influenced us, and to announce the result to which we 
have been conducted, in the best exercise of judgment of which 
we are capable. We shall not undertake to remark in detail upon 
either the books or the arguments relied on at the bar. What the 
circuit said, as to the effect of the evidence, or the purposes for 
which it was received, or what other testimony was brought for- 
ward to support the verdict, does not appear. The questions are, 
therefore, simply as to the admissibility of the depositions, and the 
verdict and judgment for any legal purpose. Let the first ques- 
tion be, did the court below err by admitting the depositions 1 

That so much of them as relates to pedigree is legal evidence, 
was admitted by the counsel for Vaughan in argument. 

This is certainly a matter of long standing, such as those where 
courts " from necessity, and on account of the great difficulty of 
proving remote facts in the ordinary manner by living witnesses," 
have been in the habit of receiving hearsay and reputation as to 
pedigree. And 1 suppose the proof has been made by the best 
procurable witnesses, taking into view the lapse of time, the remo- 
val of the plaintiff below into this from another and distant govern- 
ment, and other circumstances. Such proof is generally expected 
from members of the family whose genealogy is in question, or 
others, who from their situation, would be likely to possess the re- 
quisite knowledge. A brief examination will manifest, that much 
more of the offered evidence is covered by the established rule in 
relation to pedigree, than the counsel for Vaughan seemed to sup- 



SLAVERY. 



pose. Take the question of peiligrec to be simply a question from 
what ancestors an individual derived his birth ; which is a much 
more confined and limited sense than is often practically applied 
to it. Suppose that Phebe, instead of alleging, as she does in this 
case, that she is descended from, or, in the language of the witness, 
has her extraction from a long line of Indian ancestors, had as- 
sumed the position, that she was descended from a maternal great 
grandmother, named A. B., she could not prove this by hearsay, 
or reputation, after having first established the freedom of A. B., 
or with the intention of afterwards establishing it ? No one will 
deny that she could. Why can she not with equal propriety show 
in the same manner, that she is maternally descended from the 
Indians of America, after having first shown, or intending other- 
wise to demonstrate, that those Indians were either all free, or that 
they were at least prima facie to be presumed free 1 It may be 
here remarked, that if Phebe be shown to be descended from 
Indian ancestors in the maternal line, all doubt will cease as to her 
being at least prima facie free. Had the residence of her ances- 
tors always been in this state, we apprehend the fact of such 
descent would be conclusive evidence of her freedom. 

But her ancestors came, or were brought into Virginia, and the 
plaintiff below lived in that government until she was some years 
since brought here. The court of appeals of that state, who must 
be presumed to have construed their own statutes aright, say, 
(Hudgins V. Wrights, 1 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 139.,) that the act of as- 
sembly of Virginia of 1691 repealed the acts of 1679 and 1682. 
And we heartily concur with them in the opinion, that, although an 
Indian taken into Virginia, between 1679 and 1691, might be a 
slave, 3'et " all American Indians, and their descendants, nre prima 
facie free, and that where the fact of their nativity and descent, in 
a maternal line, is satisfactorily established, the burthen of proof 
thereafter lies upon the party claiming to hold them as slaves." 
Let us return to the doctrine of hearsay evidence, in cases of pedi- 
gree : hearsay or reputation, under the rule with regard to pedi- 
gree, is not confined to the fact of descent from a specified ances- 
tor, or a tribe or nation of ancestors. It may be received to show 
the truth of another fact, from which such descent can be rea- 
sonably inferred. Thus," says a popular writer on evidence, 
(Phillip's Ev. 168.) "declarations of deceased members of the fa- 
mily are admissible evidence to prove relationship : as who was 
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a person's grandfather, or whom he married, or how many chil- 
dren he had, or as to tl,»e time ot a marriage, or of the birth of a 
childj and the like, of which it cannot be reasonably presumed that 
better evidence is to be procured." See BuU/N. 1^. 294.; 3. Slar- 
kie*s Eridence, 1113. From this examination it appears to us clear, 
that the circuit court did not err in admitting those parts of the 
depositions which speak of any of the persons where genealogy is 
in question, having been called of Indian extraction, " called of 
Indian descent," &c., which is tantamount to saying, they were 
commonly reputed to be descended from the Indians, &c. &c. So, 
also, that the court did not err in receiving the hearsay as to Mu- 
rene being reputed an Indian, &c. 

But these depositions contain statements of the common repu- 
tation in the state of Virginia, that some of the persons whose free- 
dom were in question were free. And hence arises the most dif- 
ficult and embarrassing question : whether, when it becomes ne- 
cessary to inquire into occurrences of a remote period, common re- 
putation is admissible to prove the right of freedom ? From the 
nature of the remedy provided, and for a long time sanctioned for 
the enforcement of the right of freedom, there must necessarily 
often be inquiries into the transactions of remot<^ periods. This 
remedy, as is well known, is the action of trespass. Whenever 
necessary to bring suit, there has of co'rirse been a continuation of 
the trespass up to the time or near the time of commencing it. The 
act of limitations would consequently be no bar. Hence results the 
necessity of often introducing proof of a kind that would be unusual 
and unnecessary in ordinary cases. And partly from this cause, this 
case is assimilated to cases which have been allowed an exemption 
from the strict rule prohibiting all sorts of hearsay evidence. It may 
be added, without out mteiiding to give an opinion either way, as 
to the correctness of the position, that very respectable judges have 
maintained the broad position, without allusion to the form of ac- 
tion, that length of time does not bar the right of freedom in the 
same way, and to the same extent, as in other cases. See Judge 
Roane's opinion, m Hudgins v. Wrights, uhi supra. 

How is an iadiyidual {tx this country, who i?. unfortunate enough 
to have a woolly head and a colored skin, to pvove that he is free 1 
Not being white, nor copper colored, nor having straight hair and 
a prominent nose, the presumption probably is, that he is a slave. 
See Hudgins v. Wrights, ubi supra. Contrary to the general rule, 
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he who 18 charged with having trespassed upon his person;, pleads 
an airirmative plea, and yet need not prove it. He says, in justifi- 
cation of his trespass, that the plaintiff is a slave ; and yet, on that 
plaintiff is devolved the mus probandi to show himself u freeman. 
Hov/ is he to show it 1 He may, perhaps, procure testimony that 
he, or some ancestor, was for some time in the enjoyment of free- 
dom ; that he has acted as a freeman ; that he has been received 
as a freeman into society ; and very soon will find himself under 
the necessity of increasing in proportion to the distance he has to 
travel into time past, for want of other evidence, to use hearsay ; 
that he, or his ancestor was commonly called a freeman, or com- 
monly reputed a freeman, or, in other words, evidence of common 
reputation. And why should he not '] Is it a concern of so little 
moment, that the law in its benignity ought to refuse those aids for 
its support and protection that have been so r xuberantly extended 
in analogous cases 1 Is it of less importance than the right of 
digging stone upon the v»^aste of the lord of the manor Moor- 
wood V. Wood, 14 East's Rep. 337. Or the right of the lord to take 
coals from under the lands of those holding under him 1 Barnes 
V. Mawson, 1 Maul. & Selw., 77. Or a right to have a sheepwalk 
over a piece of land 1 Stark e*s Ev. 1209. Or a right of way over 
a piece of land 1 Bull. N. P. 295. Or to a modus, by which sixpence 
an acre more should be paid in lieu of small tithes 1 Harwood 
v. Sims, Wright's Ex. Rep. 112. These are a few out of many 
cases. But it is said these rights, franchises, &c,, which in 
England are permitted to be established by hearsay, or common re- 
putation, are, or savor of a public character ; and therefore the 
public, where this reputation is to be formed, will be more apt to pos- 
sess a knowledge of their existence, &c. We put it to the candid 
and the enlightened, whether the right to freedom has not in this re- 
spect very much the advantage over many of those rights where 
such evidence is every day received in the English courts'? Indeed, 
it is no light matter to be a freeman in these United States. 

Freedom in this country is not a mere name — a cheat with which 
the few gull the many. It is something substantial. It embraces 
within its comprehensive grasp, all the useful rights of man ; and 
it makes itself manifest by many privileges, immunities, external 
public acts. It is not confined in its operations to privacy, or to 
the domestic circle. It walks abroad in its operations — transfers 
its possessor, even if he be black, or mulatto, or copper colored, 
from the kitchen and the cotton field, to the court house and the 
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cloctiou g^round, makes him talk of mngnii cluirta nnd thf) coiiNti- 
tution ; iu some otates rciulurs him u politician — luiiiK't i>i»t 
qiiuirited with tlie hiudingciti/ens—buHicHliiinHeirin tlic politicnlciin- 
'VM8 foroniee — takes itim to the ballot i>ox ; niul, t^hove all, Niciin s 
to him theetiviable and itieHtimable privilege of trial by jury. (Jaii 
it be said, that there is nothing ol' a |)ublic nature in a J igbt, that 
thus, from its necessary operation, places u man in many rcHpeets 
on an equality with the richest, and the greatest, and the best in the 
land, and brings him in contact with the whole community ? 

Can it be said, that common reputation is no evidence of a right 
producing so many effects relative in their character, to tluit very 
society where the common understanding, report, or reputation, ig 
required to exist. Can it be said, that the comnmnity or neighbor- 
hood, as the case may be, the " public" around a man will too 
readily give credence to a claim, by which the individual who 
makes it, obtains among themselves so high a comparative eleva- 
tion 1 If those around him have interest or nrejudiee, they will 
usually be against his claim. It is difificult to suppose a case where 
common reputation would concede to a man the right of freedom, 
if his right were a groundless one. If such a case be imagined, it 
will most probably be an extreme one ; and we must bear in mind, 
that when the evidence we are speaking of is received, it is not re- 
garded as conclusive ; it is to be weighed, encountered, and com- 
pared with other evidence ; and ultimately to have no more effect 
than, after full examination, the jury shall be disposed to give it. 
I cannot see how dangerous consequences are likely to result from 
its admission. Slavery, in our sense of the word, is not known in 
England. Such a right of franchise, therefore, as an exemption 
from slavery existing around them, has no place there, and rules 
with regard to it are unknown to their code. The right to free- 
dom, in this relation, as well as the mode of proceeding for its as- 
sertion, is of American growth. Courts cannot be expected to 
shut their eyes on this important circumstance. Let not gentle- 
men object, that prescriptive rights are regarded as null in Eng- 
land, or, at farthest, not more than prima facie good, unless they 
have had existence time whereof the memory of man is not to the 
contrary, and unless the claimant can bring himself within the 
strict rule as to recent enjoyuent ; and that, therefore, we ought 
not to liken the right of freedom to them, as we cannot preserve 
the parallel throughout. We must ask them to recollect, that we 
are not relying on cases as to prescription, &c., as precedents in this 
51 
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cause, but that we arc endeavoring by analogy to ascertain what \6 
the rule in a new case, in a neto sort of ac ion, as to a new sort of 
right. Nullum dmile est idem; or, in the language of the supreme 
court of the United States, in the case of Nicholls and Webb, we 
are endeavoring to "adapt the rule of evidence to the actual con- 
dhion of men," believing that in this sense it must ** expand ac- 
cording to the exigencies of society." Commoni reputation may 
be proved in cases of custom, prescription, &c. It must be repu- 
tation as to the right, privilei^e, franchise, &c., claimed, and not 
hearsay evidence as to any partoW /act from which the right, &c., 
might be inferred ; contrary to what is certainly the rule in cases 
of pedigree and boundary. They'stand in this respect upon differ- 
ent grounds. Peake's Ev. 13. As in cases of the former kind, 
it has been said, so I would say in the instance before us, you may 
prove the right to freedom by coihmon reputation as to the exist- 
ence of the gene^ral right. But you may no* introduce any evi- 
dence of hearsay, or reputation, as to any particular fact. 

The right to freedom is believed not to be a particular fact .n 
the sense in which the latter expression is used in the books. It 
consists in the exercise and enjoyment of multifarious exemptions, 
privileges, and rights. In its exercise and enjoyment it produces 
many particular facts. So far as the cases, produced in Cranck and 
Wkeatan, vary froin the above principle, if they do so, they have 
not the approbatioii of our judgments; and we must dissent from 
them. The cases cited from Washington, Henning & Munford's 
Reports, go strongly to support the view we have taken of the sub- 
ject ; and we concur with the reasoning of the court in those 
cases. While, however, we place much reliance on the cases de- 
cided in Virginia, we are by no means prepared to subscribe to 
the correctness of the doctrine ur^'ed with earnestness on the part 
of the defendant in error : that the decisions of the court of Vir- 
ginia, as they are binding, and demonstrate what the law is there, 
must be binding here also, this rjght to freedom having had its 
origin in that state, and the plaintiff below having had her domicll 
residence there until lately. Counsel say she would be declared 
free there ; and, therefore, should be free here. 

It is apprehended, that this would be carrying the doctrine of 
comity between the judicial tribunals of independent states and 
empires farther than it has ever yet been extended, under the influ- 
ence of the rules of international law, or the peculiar provisions of 
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our federal constitution. True it is, tliat the decisions of the Vir- 
ginia courts, a? to the proper construction of their own statutes, 
would be unquestioned by any tribunal in any other government. 
Elmendorf v. Taylor, 10 Wheat. Ilep. 159.; 6 do., 119.; 5 
Cranch*s Rep. 234 ; 4 do., 428. And so it would be as to their 
decisions with regard to real property situated there ; the univer- 
sal rule being, that courts are to be governed, as to that sort of 
property, by the lex loci rei niut. Vattel's L. of N. and n. b. 2. 
ch. 8. sec. 103. 110. ; 10 Wheat. Rep. 192. 4G8. ; 7 Cranch's Rep. 
115. It is equally true, and very notorious too, that contracts are ge- 
nerally to be anders ( od and given effect to, agieeably to the law 
of the country where made. But it is conceived, that the ques- 
tion here is not within the governance of any one of the foregoing 
principles. To say that Phebe was free in Virginia, is begging 
the question. They certainly have no statute which pronounces 
her free. Whether free or not, whould depend upon the finding 
of a jury as to the fact of freedom. The difficulty is, as to what 
evidence shf.ll be received to show that she is free; as to what is 
the true mode of ascertaining facts of a certain character. And 
that is to be determined by the rules of common law, modified 
and applied to the actual condition of men and tilings in this 
country. On such a subject, courts in Virginia judge for them- 
selves ; and courts here are bound to exercise and pronounce 
their own judgments. There is another point of view in which to 
place this subject. No doubt the most of the proof in controversy 
is admissible to show pedigree. Is not the whole of it? When 
you offer evidence of reputation, as to whether a person at a re- 
mote period was free, are you not endeavoring to show that he 
was descended from free ancestors? Are you not showing his 
descent ? Are you not proving pedigree ? At all events, the 
necessity for the evidence being equal, is not the principle the 
same, requiring its introduction in both instances. So far, then, 
as the depositions have allusion to pedigree or common reputation 
as to freedom, we believe them to be competent evidence. But 
they contain some statements which are not considered admissi- 
ble ; and in receiving which, we think the court erred. We allude 
to the evidence of several of the family having recovered their free- 
dom by due course of law, &c. This ought to have been rejected. 
It would have been better proved by the records themselves. And it 
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is a maxim of the hiw of evidence, nstruc as it is trite, that the best 
evidence which the nature of the case admits shall be producedi 

Upon the whole, we are all of opinidn, that the following judg- 
ment and directions be entered in this cause : Ucverae the judg- 
ment and remand it to the circuit court for a new trial, and reject 
the following words in Poole's deposition, " and that Abner, the 
brother of Phebe, the plaintiff sued, as he is informed and believes, 
said Thomas Hardeway, and was killed by him.** And to reject 
tile following words in Martha Jones* deposition: "Deponent be- 
lieves all Phehe*8 relations in th >se parts have also obtained theirs, on 
the plea of their being descended from an Indian ancestor. Has also 
understood, that one of the same family, named Minor, and seve- 
ral others, have since got frce> as will appear of i ecor( And to 
reject the following words in Phebe Tucker's deposition. *' Depo- 
nent believes all Phebe's relations in those p£\rts got their freedom 
on the plea of their being descended from an Indian ancestor ; al- 
ways uiidevstood that Molly Moore had one of the family by the 
name of Minor, and several others, all of whom have obtained 
their freedom upon the same plea." And to admit the residue of 
said depositions, and also the verdict and judgment, with the pro- 
ceedings upon which they were founded, in evidence to the jury. 

10. 

Jenkins v. Tom. et al. Fall T. 1792. 1 Wash. Rep. 123.; Cole- 
AiAN V. Dick and Pat, 1 Wash. Rep. 233. ; Hudgins v. 
Wrights, 1 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 134.; Pallas et al v. Hill, 
2 Hen & Munf. Rep. 140. _ 

Held by the court, that when an Indian is claimed as a slave 
proba7idi the onus probandi is upon the claimant. So, also, where white 

lies on the * i • i i .1 

claimant persous, or native American Indians, or their descendants m the 
hidhinis** maternal line, are claimed as slaves, it lies on the claimants; but, 
dajmed as jij^ j^yig reversed where native Africans, or their descendants, 

a slavo. , ' ' 

are the subjects of the claim. 

.II^.^V- 
Wells v. Lane. May 1*: 1812. 9 Johns. Rep. 144. 

Parol de- Lane sued Wells for harboring his slave Betty. Lane, who was 

maSe more ^ ^^^^^ nian, proved that he purchased Betty and her mother 

than twea- about 24 years ago, and that he married the mother when Betty 

gVby^th*e was about one year old. Lane declared to a witness, that he had 
owner of a 
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manumis- 
sion. 



purchased his wife and child from bondag^c ; that they were received ^^^^^^ ^j^^ 
among" their society (Quakers) as free persons ; that he had paid J>c \nmhn- 
a trifling sum for them, because he had purchased them from make her 
bondage into freedom. He knew that neither slaves nor slave- ([,^^'",1,"' 
holders could be admitted into the society ; and while the plaintiff ''.'^J" 
and his family were in the society, they were considered as child- were hold' 
ren, and not as slaves. Verdict for plaintiff. dcnce of a 

JPer Cur. By the statute of 1788 it is declared, that if any per- 
son shall, by last will, or otkerwisef manumit, &c. It would not be 
giving the provision of the law its due effect to consider no manu- 
mission valid unless it was in writing. And if parol manumissions 
were binding under the statute, the plaintiff's declarations fully 
show that he never considered Betty as his slave, nor did he pur- 
chase her as such. Judgment reversed. 

12. 

Phillis v. Gentin. March T. 1836. 9 Louisiana Rep. 208. 

In a suit for freedom, the plaintiff, a black woman, alleged, that A statu H- 
she was born free in Pennsylvania, and that she is now held in pennsyiva- 
slavery by the defendant. The defendant alleged, that he bought "jj^^'^ *Jj|^^ 
the plaintiff by public or notarial act, &c. It appeared in evidence, age at 
that the plaintiff was bound an indented servant in Philadelphia, to S'^lo^be^' 
serve until she was 28 years of a^e, and that her master sold her, 

•' <j' » not be helti 

and she was taken to Pittsburg, and afterwards to Louisville ; and ?» slaver;^ 
where she was sold to others, and finally was bought by the de- *^a. 
fendant. 

The court observed : " There is no evidence that she was born 
free ; but the person in whose possession we first find her, held 
her as a person indented to service till 28 years of age, which has 
elapsed. She was in like manner held as an indented servant by 
Bakewell, Zuma, and Sulton, successively. She also resided with 
Zuma in Ohio, a state where slavery never has existed. This fact, 
according to the principle to that effect established in the case of 
Forsyth et al. v. Nash, 4 Martin's Rep., would entitle the plaintiff to 
her liberty. If the plaintiff was an indented servant in the hands of 
Page, Bakewell, Zuma, and Sulton, it is not seen how she could 
afterwards become a slave. The plaintiff and her children are en- 
titled to a decree for their freedom. The defendant appealed. 

By the court, Mathews, J. It is ordered, adjudged, and decreed, 
that the judgment of the district court be affirmed. 
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13. 

Scott v. Williams, June T. 1828. 1 Devereaux's Nonh Caro- 
lina Rep. 376. 

In quos- "^'^"^ plaintiff declared in trespass for an assault and battery and 
tbns of false imprisonment ; the object of the suit being to ascertain 

hIiI V WY or 

fn>edoin, a whether the plaintiff, a negro held in slavery by the defendant, was 
ti!m of'?)ji- ^''"^^ plaintiff proved that he was 

v«ry ariacs the son of /fimimrt, who was the daughter of Jane Scott ', and the 
black com- question was, whether Jane Scott was a free woman. Contra- 
F)ut'' none Victory statements of her color were given ; but the plaintiff intro- 
fiom that duced an indenture whereby Jemima was bound to the father of 
to." the defendant, as a free girl of color. The plaintiff' 'rtras given as 
a slave by the defendant's father to him, and resided with, and 
served the defendant from the time of the gift to that of the trial. 
His honor, the judge below, instructed the jury, that the first ques- 
tion for them was, whether Jane Scott was a free woman. And 
in ascertaining that fact, her color might enter into their considera- 
tion. If she was of a black African complexion, they might pre- 
sume, from that fact, that she was a slave ; if she was of a yellow 
complexion, no presumption of slavery arose from her color. The 
defendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Hall, J. How far the charge of the judge in this 
case will admit of verbal criticism, is not my province to inquire ; 
but that it is plain and perspicuous, so as to be readily comprehended 
by the jury, I think there can be but little doubt. They were told 
that they might consider whether Jane Scott was of a black com- 
plexion. If she was, they might presume from that fact that she 
was a slave ; if she was of a yellow complexion, no presumption 
of slavery could arise from her color. This part of the charge 
has been found fault with in argument, because the jury were not 
instructed that they must presume that Jane Scott was a slave, if 
she was of a black complexion. The judge, to be sure, in more 
harsh dictatorial terms might have done so ; but I think the differ- 



* It is a general rule in all the states where slavery exists, that every negro is to be 
presumed a slave, In'addition to the cases abridged, Gibbons v. Morse, 2 Halst Rep. 
253 ; Davis v. Curry, 2 Eibb*s Rep. 238. But this rule is qualified in North Caro- 
lina, and is confined to the black color, and does not extend to the mixed blood, mu- 
lattofis, ineril:§oe9, &c. Gobu v. Gobu, 1 Taylor's Rep. 164.; 2 Hayiv. Rep. 170. 
See 2 Brevard's Dig. 935.; Miasiasippi Rev. Code 376.; Laws of Maryland, act 
of 1715. 
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ence would be verbal ratber than substantial. When they were 
told that no presumption could arise from a yellow complexion, 
they must have understood the judge to mean, that a presumption 
of slavery must arise from a black one. I think there is nothing 
solid in the objection. 

14. 

Mahonev v. Ashton, Oct. T. 1797. 4 Har. & M'Hen. Eep. 03. 

On a trial for freedom the deposition of Henry Davis was read, Report of 
in which he stated, that he had heard his uncle, David Davis, (who [Jj,ri3''* 
is deceased,) say, that it was the report of the neighborhood that t'lat theau- 

ccstor oC 

if she, Joice, (meaning the ancestor of the petitioner,) had had tho peti- 
justice done her, she ought to have been free ; and this he heard emiSedTo^ 
sundry times from his uncle when talking the matter over. The freedom vs 

. proper tes- 

counsel for the defendant objected to reading the evidence to the limony in 

jm'y^ favor ofthe 

^ -'' ^ ^ petitioner. 

The court, Chase, Ch. J., overruled the objection, and deter- 
mined it should be given to the jury. 

15. 

Pegram v. IsABELL. March T. 1808. 2 Hen. & Munf. Rep. 
193.; S. C. 1 Hen. & Munf. 387. ; Shelton v. Barbour, 
2 Wash. Rep. 64. ; Lee, ex.'r of Daniel, v. Cooke, 1 Wash. 
Rep. 306. ; Hudgins v. Wrights, 1 Hen. & Munf. 134. 

This was an issue, whether the complainant was a free person or The ofT- 
a slave. The ground on which the complainant claimed her freedom g^ve^m^evJ 
was, that she was descended from an Indian, who had been import^ ^^"'^^ t'^® 

, f record of 

ea m this country under such circumstances as would not justify the judg- 
her detention in slavery ; and on which ground her mother Nanny ^ther'stiSr 
had recovered her freedom of one Mayes, her master. The ver- ^'l T^^^*" 

of the mo- 

dict and judgment of the court in favor of Na inv, the mother of therin a 

tricil for 

the plaintiff, was given in evidence. Verdict for the complainant, frlfedom. 
and the defendant appealed to this court. 

The court. Tucker, Roane, and Fleming, J's., held, that the record 
of the verdict and judgment upon a writ of inquiry, in a suit by 
the mother of the plaintiff against a third person, in which record 
the ground of the judgment does not appear, may be given in evi- 
dence to prove that the mother had recovered her freedom ; not that 
she was entitled to it "by reason of being descended in the mater- 
nal line from an Indian ancestor imported into this state since the 
year 1705:" but the question on what ground the judgment in that 
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suit was roiulcreil, and whether the defendant was born after the 
mother acquired her right to freedom or not, ought to be lel\ open. 

Per Tucker i J. How far a verdict inUr alias is admissible, either 
as concluaivey or only as presumptive evidence in suits respecting free- 
dom, I think may be shown by the following case : a female held 
in slavery recovers her freedom by judgment in the court of one 
county or district ; she removes to another county or district, with- 
out a certificate of her freedom ; is taken up as a runaway ; ad- 
vertised and sold as such under the act concerning runaways. She 
brings another suit for her freedom against her new master. Can 
it be required of her to do more than to produce the former record 
of her recovery, with an averment that she is the same person 1 — 
I conceive not ; and that such record is conclusive against all the 
world, unless the judgment can be impeached by a person whose 
title was antecedent to the recovery, on the ground of fraud and 
collusion between herself and the defendant against whom she had 
recovered, or whose title was paramount to that of the defendant, 
and who would not have been barred by the act of limitations, if he 
had brought an action of detinue for her as his slave. Now, let us 
suppose, that at the time she was apprehended as a runaway, and 
sold, she had a child with her, who should also be sold as a slave, 
would it not be competent for this ehild to produce the record of 
the mother*s recovery, atid aver that she was bom after the com- 
mencement of the suit, or the day of the writ purchased. And 
if she proved this, would not the record be conclusive evidence in her 
favor against all the world, except as before mentioned. And if 
it would be conclusive evidence in that case, as I hold it would, 
could she not avail herself of that, record as circumstantial evi- 
dence, to prove her right to freedom, under a prior right thereto, in 
her mother, if the child should happen to be born before, instead 
of after the writ purchased in that suit 1 lam decidedly of that 
opinion also. For if the child be let in to prove the fact that her 
mother was a free woman by hearsay testimony, ought she not to 
be let in to prove it by a judgment ? 1 am of opinion that the re- 
cord maybe admitted as evidence ; that Nanny, one of the plain- 
tifts in that suit, was a free woman, or entitled to her freedom on 
the day of the emanation of the writ in that suit ; leaving it open 
to both parties to show upon what ground that judgment wsls ren- 
dered ; and also, whether the present plaintiff was born before or 
after the emanation of the writ in that suit. 
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(C.) Of the damages. 

Phillis v. GisNTiN. March T. 1836. 9 Louisiana Rep. 208. 

Phillis was a statu libera in Pennsylvania, to serve until she was Damnffes 
28 years. She was transferred to and from various persons, until fj^ hoiSg 
the defendant brought her from a person claiming her as a slave g\avery *^ 
for life. 

The 28 years having expired, and the woman having been ta- 
ken to Ohio, where slavery is not tolerated, the court declared 
her free. And as to the damages, they observed, " we think they 
ought not to be allowed against the defendant, or any of the war- 
rantors, except the vendor, who first violated their rights by sell- 
ing her as a slave for life ; he would be liable to vindictive dama- 
ges in a suit regularly brought for that purpose. The others, who 
have had her in their possession, appear to have been possessors in 
good faith." 

Pleasants v. Plbasants. April T. 1800. 2 Call's Rep. 350. 

Held by the court, that negroes and mulattoes, recovering free- ibid, 
dom, are not entitled to damages for detention, or to an account 
of the profits of their labor, while held in slavery. 

S. 

Thompson v. Wilmot. Spring T. 1809. 1 Bibb*s Rep. 422. ^^^^^^ 

Held by the court. Bibb, Ch. J., that where the defendant has be'given' 

reasonable ground to believe the person in servitude is his slave, yJj-JJjjaJjj® 

only nominal damages would be given for the detention ; but had rea- 

where the party held a negro in servitude after the period at which ground to 

he himself contracted to emancipate him, actual damages were SntiV^o 

decreed. ^« 

slave. 

4. 

Matilda v. Crenshaw. March T. 1833. 4 Yerger*s Tenn. 

Rep. 299. 

This was an action of trespass, brought by the plaintiff, Matilda, 
against the defendant. The following facts were agreed on i That jj^j^ jj, gj^. 
on the 15th of June, 1825, and long before, the defendant held the ^^jy- 
plaintiflf to labor as his slave ; on that day she sued out her writ in recovered 
52 
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lior fico- trespass against the defendant, returnable to the succeeding term ; 
llmintair^ at which term she declared against the defendant lor an assault and 
oftres hattery and false imprisonment; to which the del'endant pleaded, 
pass for her that she was his slave. Upon the trial of the issue, the jury found 
BorWcesr^ a verdict in favor of the plaintifl", and on the — day of April, 1827, 
whilrtt hIio jQj^jjJ iudft'ment was rendered in her favor. From the said 15th 

WllH H(» 1101(1 •> 

in sluvoiy. June, 1825, until said -r- day of April, 1827, the day on which the 
judgment was rendered, the defendant continued to hold the plain- 
tiff to labor as his slave. One of the questions in this case was, 
whether the plaintiff could maintain this action to recover damages 
for detention during the pendency of the original suit, and prior to 
its determination. It was agreed, that if, upon the facts, the court 
should be of opinion that the plaintifl* should be entitled to recover, 
judgment should be entered for her for the sum of $20 per annum, 
for so long a time as the court should be of opinion the defendant 
was liable. 

Per Cur. Catron, Ch. J. Can a person holden in slavery, but 
who by a suit has established her right to freedom, bring a second 
suit to recover for profits produced by her labor to him who held 
her as a slave 1 Is the first suit, in which nominal damages were 
recovered, an estoppel to a second recovery 1 Both the actions 
are in trespass vi et miyiis. But the first for freedom tries the title, 
as an ejectment in cases of land ; slave or no slave, is the issue, 
which has never been holden In this state to involve the question 
of hire. We borrowed the form of action from our sister states, 
especially Virginia, where the same rule of practice prevails. 
Pleasants v. Pleasants, 2 Call's Rep. 277. 293. 299. That the 
slave cannot sue the master, is a general rule. A suit for freedom 
tries the fact, whether the plaintiff is a slave. This, established by 
a verdict and judgment, concludes the defendant to the suit for 
freedom from controverting the right, as in cases of ejectment, 
where trespass quare clausum fregit is brought to recover mesne. 
Bull. N. P., 87. But the judgment in the freedom suit will only 
relate to its commencement, and estop the defendant to that time ; 
if wages and damages for previous time, and because of previous 
abuse are claimed, the controversy will again result in one of title. 
This is in analogy to the rent for mesne profits of land, in which 
case the recovery in ejectment is conclusive evidence of title from 
and after the commencement of the action ; before the right has 
not been adjudged Bull. N. P. 87.; Adam's 333, 4, 5. The 
defendant, Crenshaw, being estopped to controvert the freedom of 
Matilda, or to say he rightfully held her to service from and after 
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the commencement of the suit for title, and her capacity to sue ha- 
ving been established ; the next question is, how much can she re- 
cover? From the 15th of June, 1825, to the — day of April, 
1827, she is entitled to recover at the hite of jj20 per annum. 

5. 

Matilda v. Crenshaw. March T. 1833. 4 Yerger's Tenn. 

Rep. 299. 

Trespass. 

Matilda, the plaintiff, having, in a former suit against the de- Money 
fendant, (established her right to freedom, brought this action to S",i'iJ|-*' 
recover wages during the pendency of the original suit, and up to "^'^ j neces- 
linal judgment ; the defendant having continued to hold her as his poiXd \n 

1 esttibliah- 

Per Cur. Catron, Ch. J. Matilda spent fifty dollars in prose- ^'"'"^ 

^ ' i ./ I freedom, 

cuting her suit for freedom. It is admitted the expense was ne- as attor- 
cessary. Can this be recovered in the present action 1 Nothing &c.,*' is^ro- 
is better settled than that things may be laid in aggravation of '^overable, 
damages, and that the whole damage sustained by the tort, may be 
recovered in actions of trespass vi et armis, or trespass quare clau- 
sum fregit. Bull. N. P., 21. 89.; Adam's 332, 3. The fifty 
dollars will be added to the wages. 



{D.) Op THE JUDGMENT. 
1. 

Alexander v. Stokely. Sept. T. 1821. 7 Serg. & Rawle's 
Rep. 299. S. P. Shelton v. Babbour, 2 Wash- Rep. 64. ; 
Pbgram v. Isabell, 2 Hen. & Munf. 193. 

Homine replegiando, brought by Susannah Stokely against Alex- ^ j^^jg, 
ander, to try the right of the plaintiff to the services of a negro ™2om^ 
eirl called Nance. The record of a judgment of the court, in a in favor of 

, , 1 /. »T 1 • X J tl»e mother 

case where Milley, the mother of Nance, was complainant, and is conciu- 
Mrs. Stokely defendant, and where the court found Milley a free ''^l^^^"'^ 
nersou, and not a slave, was offered in evidence. The evidence ^'""^t the 

r ^ defendant, 

was objected to, and rejected by the court. or one 

Per Cur, Nance was born after her mother became a free aSd"^ 
woman; and the question is, whether Susannah Stokely is estop- Jjf^^^J'^J 
ned bv this judarment from now averring contrary to the title thus born after 

.1 x- the iudg- 

found that Milley was her slave. I do not propose the question, ^^^^1, 
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^whether it i» cvitlcnco to go to tho jury, on the issue on triul, but 
on the ground of its conclusiveness, Jl recovery in any suit upon 
issue joined, on malter of «i^Zcy i« conclusive on the subject matter of 
title. An allegation on record, upon which issue has been once 
taken and found, is, between the parties taking it and their privies, 
conclusive according to the finding thereof, so as to estop the par- 
ties, respectively, from again litigating that fact once so tried and 
found. Now, nothing can be clearer than this, that the children 
are privies in bl ood to their mother ; and so far as it regards 
the state of the mother, whether a slave or free at the time of their 
birth, are privies in estate. It is unnecessary to decide, whether 
children would be bound by judgment against their mother on a 
question of their freedom j yet, even to support that doctrine, there 
is very high authority. 

In the case of a child claiming to be free, because the mother in 
a suit wherein the same person was a party claiming the services 
of both, was adjudged free, on an allegation appearing on the 
record precisely found that the mother was free when the child 
was born, 1 can entertain no doubt but on principles of reason and 
authority, the judgment is conclusive as to the freedom of the child* 
The first step the defendant must take, would be, to prove, that the 
mother was a slave ; partus sequitur ventrem. The child is born 
free according to the condition of the mother ; and if an action 
9!?herein the person claiming the services of the child is one party, 
and the mother is the other party, she has been declared free by the 
judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, that matter cannot 
again be called in question. The child with the record in his 
hand cannot be held in slavery or servitude. There is an end to the 
question as to the mother. The condition of the mother is changed, 
and it would shake our understandings, if the law were so that a 
child whose mother by law had been free before her birth should, 
notwithstanding, be born a servant or slave. In all personal actions 
concerning goods, chattels, and debts, a recovery in one action is 
a bar in another, and there is an end of the controversy. Coke's 
Preface to his Eighth Reports. The judgment, which is the fruit 
of the action concludes the existence of the right. If this child had 
been born after the judgment in favor of the mother, it could not be 
pretended that the plaintiff below could retain her as a servant; 
yet this judgment has relation to the condition of the mother when 
the child was born, which has been conclusively settled to be that 
of a free woman. 
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The jiulgmcnt is final for its own proper uac niul object ; and 
is conclusive on its subject, by way of bar to future litigation, for 
the thing thereby decid«dt The judgment was on the very right 
to hold the mother in slavery. That judgment was, that she 
ceased to be a slave long before the birth of this cliild. That was 
the immediate right in demand : the whole right of the plaintiiV in 
this action hung on that inquiry. She claimed by and through the 
mother. 

Freedom or slavery of the mother was the substantial matter in 
issue in both suits. A case in the Year Book, 13th Ed. IV. 2, 4, 
comes up to this. It was trespass for taking a villein. The ancestor 
of the villein had answered in a former suit, in which it had been 
alleged, that he was a villein regardant ; that he was free, and not 
a villein in manner and form as alleged ; and it was so found. The 
son of the supposed villein relied on this finding as an estoppel ; 
and it was held so. 

The court erred in not admitting this evidence. It was not only 
relevant, but conclusive. Strictly speaking, as the former judg- 
ment was not pleaded, it may not be considered a legal estoppel ; 
yet it was conclusive in evidence on the right of these parties. 

2 

Vaughan v. Phebe, a woman of color. Jan. T. 1827. Mar- 
tin & Yerger's Tennessee Rep. 1. 

Phebe sued Vaugban in tbe court below in an action of trespass Ajudg- 
and false imprisonment. Vauglian pleaded, that Phebe was a slave 1" f"" 

J vor oi tiui 

and his property. To which plea Phebe replied, denying she was frevjiom of 
a slave, and the property of Vaughan. Upon which replication L'iTonhe 
issue was joined. At the trial in the court below, the plaintiff of- l'''*"™*'^''*'). 
fered to read to the jury the record of a verdict and judgment of ''^des- 
the superior court of Prince George county, (Virginia,) in the iSa/'^^Sl 
suit of Tab et. el. v. Littlebury Tucker, which record established the may be re- 
fact, that Tab had in that suit recovered her freedom, on account ^^^^Ix^*^ «« 
of her descent from Indian ancestry. Tab proved to be the maternal "» "suit for 
nmtof the plaintiff. The defendant objected to the admission of Io^nfr"ig'to 
this record as evidence ; but the court overruled his objection, and 

, J ' prevailing 

the record .was read to the jury. To which opinion of the court repumtion 
the defendant excepted. fsjelt;* 

Per Cur. Crabby J. Did the court err by receiving the verdict cMmed*^ 
and judgment in the suit of Tab and others v. Tucker] That was 
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ft suit by Tab for bcr freedom. She obtained a judgment in her 
favor on the ground that she was descended from Indian ancestors, 
as appears from the record. Tab was the maternal sister of Beck* 
who was the mother of Phebe. We think that hearsay evidence, 
that the maternal sister of one of Phebe's ancestdrs was always 
reputed to have been descended from Indian ancestors, or that she 
was reputed to be free, as having been destjended from Indian an- 
cestors, would be some evidence, in a case of pedigree, to show 
that Phebe also was descended from the same. And, therefore, 
we consider the solemn verdict of a jury, upon proofs produced to 
them many years ago, and with the judgment of the court upon 
it, full as good evidence, to say the least of it, of what was con- 
sidered the truth in those days. 

We do not consider the question as to the introduction, for any 
purpOsSe of verdicts between others than parties and privies, as in- 
volved in the determination of this case in any manner whatever. 
Nor is any opinion given as to the admissibility of judgments, ex- 
cept in the single case of a verdict a^id judgment offered, as hear- 
say evidence in a case of pedigree, as in the case before us. Such 
a verdict and judgment was held to be admissible by the court of 
appeals in Virginia, in Pegram v. Isabel, 2 Hen. & Munf. 193. ; 
and we believe properly. 

3. 

Sylvia and Phillis, by next friend, v. Covkv. March T. 1833. 
4 Yerger's Tennessee Rep. 297. 

A. and B., This was a bill filed by the plaintiffs, who are people of color, 

Srifiled a^^^S'^o ^^^y instituted a suit for freedom, and that they are ap- 

their bill, prehensivc that the defendant will convey them away and sell them ; 

ttShfy and they pray that he be restrained, and that they be taken out of 

ted rtS"" his hands, &c. An attachment was awarded, by virtue of which 

for iVee-^ ^ plaintiffs were taken out of the custody of the defendant. To 

tliev were this bill the defendant demurred, relying for cause principally upon 

sJvo fho"" the ground that the act of 1817, ch. 103., had provided the plain- 

defendaut pQxnQ^]y, The circuit court sustained the demurrer, dismissed 

would car- - a . i . i i, i 

ry Uiera t^jg bill, and taxed Myrick, the next friend, with all the costs. 
statti^'mS*' Per Cur. Green, J. The court erred in allowing the defendant's 
and ^pmy- ^^cmurrer. The act of 1817, authorizing the>ourt in which the 
hig that he gyit for freedom may be pending, or a judge, or a justice in vaca- 
ed Tand tion, to make an order requiring a defendant to give security, or, 
auachment on failure, requiring the sheriff to take and keep the plaintiff in his 
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custody, does not take away the jurisdiction of a court of chan- 
cery in such a case. See 1 Ten. Rep. 478. ; 2 Bro. C. C. 318. ; 
2 Wash. Hep. 121. The powers of a court of chancery are more 
ample than those of a court of law, even under this statute ; and 
it might often he advisable to fde a bill, rather than resort to the 
remedy provided by the act of 1811. The party may, at his elec- 
tion, resort to either mode of proceeding. Judgment reversed. 
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(XXL) OF Tim ACTION TO RECOVER SLAVES. 

1. 

Bass v. Bass. Feb. T. 1810. 4 Hen. & Munf. 478. mly 
An action of detinue may be maintained for an infant negro vvSiont** 
child of such a master without any other description. Segr" ^ ^^'^ 

2. 

Caldwell v. Fenwick. Fall T. 1834. 2 Dana's Rep* 332. 

Fen wick sued Caldwell in detinue for two slaves ; one of them, g^^^ ^jjj 
it appeared, was dead before the commencement of the suit. And not lie 
the question was, whether the action could be maintained for or who died 
on account of the slave that was dead. ^m?^^ 

action was 

Per Cur. J^icholas, J, It seems to us that it cannot. The frame i^rought. 
of the action and principles of pleading forbid it. Detinue is a mode 
of action given for the recovery of a specific thing, and damages for 
its detention. Though judgment is rendered for the plaintiff for the 
alternate value, provided the thing cannot be had, yet the recovery 
of the thing itself is the main object, and inducement to the allow- 
ance of the action. The thing sued for has to be specifically de- 
scribed in the writ, declaration, judgment, and execution, that it 
may be distinguished from other things of the same species. The 
action is not adapted to the recovery alone of the value of the 
thing detained ; nor can it be maintained therefor. The alternate 
judgment for the value is but a mere incident to the judgment for 
the thing ; nor can it be rightfully rendered, except where there is 
a judgment for the thing, from which it can result as an incident 
or consequence. It would seem therefore, to be an indispensable 
consequence, that there should be a thing sued for. A demand 
for a dead slave does not fulfil the requirement. 
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ia claim. 



3. 

Saundebs v. Woods. March T. 1833. 6 Yerger's Tcnneusee 

Rep. 142. 

Whwre the "^^^ complainant in this case alleges in his bill, that the slave Ic- 
complftin- vied upon by the defendant, as the property of his son, belongs to 
iiotttwko bim, and did belong to him at the time of the levy, and prays for a 
JUe'^t^^T Perpetual injunction. The defendant insists that the slave is the 
slave levi- property of complainant's son, and was given to him by complain- 
a court" of ant, and denies that complainant had any right to him when levied 
win'^dll proof is conflicting ; several witnesses swearing that the 

bu'rand^ negro was only loaned by complainant to his son to crop with ; 
send him Several others state facts and circumstances tending to show that 
**rosec[ite'* a gift. The chancellor below dismissed the bill without pre- 

judice to the rights of the complainant at law. From this decision, 
complainant appealed to this court. 

Per Cur. Calron, Ch. J. The reasons why a court of equity 
does interfere to restrain an officer from selling the slave of one 
for the debt of another, are stated in the case of Loftin v. Espey 
and Thomas, 4 Yerger's Rep. 84. ; and will not be repeated. But 
to authorize the complainant to ask the interposition of the injunc- 
tion powers of the court to restrain the sale, he must show clears 
not to say undoubted title in himself. If the title is to hp. ascertained 
by the complicated swearing of witnesses, as in this case, and these 
relations of the respective parties, the court of chancery ought to 
send the issue of title to a jury, where the witnesses may be seen 
and heard in person. Now, this might be attained by sending 
down an issue to be tried out of chancery, holding up the cause in 
the mean time ; but there is an overru^rig objection to such course ; 
it would supercede the action of df anue to a great extent in all 
cases of the kind, and fill the couas of equity with the most ha- 
rassing litigation by v/ay of experiroeiit in advance of sending down 
the issue. Every case would depend on its own circumstances, 
whether fit to be sent down ; and it is to be feared would presently 
result in a general rule, with only occasional exceptions, to send 
down all cases, in subversion of a tolerably well-settled practice, 
to bring detinue for the slave ; and if there was apprehension he 
might not be had, file a bill to retain him during the progress of 
the suit at law ; a practice sanctioned in a case of trespass and 
false imprisonment for freedom at this term, in Covey v. Myrick . 
Where the right is, therefore, not clearly proved for complainant, 



OF THE ACTION TO RECOVER. SLAVES. 



417 



the hill must be dismissed ; which we think was corrcetly done in 
this cause, although the complainant shows by his witnesses a 
strong case, and that it is highly probable he never did give the 
slave to his son. This proof, however, is much weakened by the 
evidence on the part of the delendant, making a fit case for a jury, 
and an unfit one, of course, to be tried by a chancellor. The de- 
ci'ee will be aflirmed, and the complainant left free to proceed at 
law. Decree aflirmed, 

4. 

Baker v. Beasly. March T. 1833. 4 Yerger's Rep. 570. 

This was an action of detinue. The plaintilf declared foi- two in d»>iinuo 
slaves. The jury found for him, and assessed six hundred dollars !,i;tv(,s" 
as the joint value of the two slaves, without scverini? the value as .i;n'ys'i"'>l'i 

to each. mt(5 value 

Per Cur. Catron, Ch. J. Two slaves were sued for. Their value or it will 
is jointly assessed at six hundred dollars. This is erroneous., ^° 

1 Chit. Plead. 123. ; 1 Yerg, Rep. 170. ; 10 Coke's Rep. 119. ; 
3 Vin, Sup. 192. ; 2 Starkie's Ev. 493. ; Higginbotham v. Rucker, 

2 Call's Rep. 313. Some of the slaves sued for might be delivered, 
and others it might be impossible to deliver, because of death, pend- 
ing the suit. In the nature of things the value of each slave must 
be assessed. Judgment reversed. 

5. 

CoRNAVALL V. Truss. March T, 1811. 2 Munf. Rep. 194. ; 
Higginbotham v. Rucker, 2 Call's Rep. 313. 

In an action of detinue for slaves the jury assessea a gross sum, ac- 
and judofment was entered on the verdict. 

J ° cover 

The court reversed the judgment, and remanded the cause, with slaves, the 

mstructions to ascertain the separate prices of the slaves. assess sepa- 

rate dama- 
ges. 

6. 

Chinn and Wife v, Respass. Fall T. 1824. 1 Monroe's 

Rep. 25. 

Held by the court, Boyle, Ch. J., that one joint tenant, oraen- Slant'can^ 
ant in common, cannot maintain an action against his co-tenant to 
recover possession of a slave. lion against 

his co-te- 
jtiant to re- 

53 cover 
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7. . 

Austin's Executor v. Jones. June T. 1821. Gilmer's Vir- 
gittja ICbp. 341. ; Caldwell v, Fenwiok, 2 Danas* Hep. 
333. ; Carrol y. Early, 4 Bibb's Rep. 270. 

In detinue, Austin's executor brought detinue against Jones, for several 

iaviiig'^^ negro slaves by name, and of specified value ; among them was 

found for one called Beck. The defendant pleaded non detinet. There was 

tiff tho"' ^ verdict for the plaintiff ; but the jury found also, that Beck, who 

tion('d"&c included in the first part of the verdict, died after suit brought, 

buttimtHhe and uo damages were given. The court gave judgment for all the 

since tho slaves but Bcck ; of her, no mention was made in the judgment. 

bmigS, plaintiff* appealed. 

the court Coulter, J, The appellant brought an action of detinue, in the 

roust ue- . . ^ , /. T» . T 

vertlieless supenoT court 01 law for Hanover county, against the appellee. 

Sent ^ for' ^ negro woman slave, named Beck, of the value of $400, and 

the slave, for her two sons, Paul, of the value of 400, and John, of the value 
or ior her ^ • n 

vahie ; the of $B00. The jury found for the plaintiff the negro Beck, of the 
beSg piu value of $475, Paul, of the value of $375, and John, of the value 
by 'lea '^'^^^ ^^^^ proceed in these words : " We further find 

jmisSarrein the said woman, Beck, has departed this life, since the histitution 
mice. of this suit, to wit, during the present year." They do not find 
any damages for the detention of either of the slaves. The court 
gave a judgment, in the usual form, for the negroes, Paul and 
John ; at the bottom of which judgment is this entry. : "No judg- 
ment being given for the negro woman named Beck in the decla- 
ration mentioned, or her value, the jui'y^having found in their said 
verdict that she has departed this life %|nce the institution of this 
suit, to wit, during the present year." To ihis; judgment a super- 
sedeas was awarded. -^^ / 

I, at first, was inclined to be of opinion, that the jury had a right 
to find the slave Beck for the plaintiff, and to fix a nominal value, 
at least ; and although they had fixed a real value in their verdict^ 
yet there being no motion for a new trial, on the ground that the 
value was too high, this court might presume it was well ascertained, 
because the defendant may have sold her for $475. Although 
dead, she might be considered as between these parties, to be of 
that value, and consequently, that the court could give judgment 
for her, so thfit the plaintiff might recover her value so ascertained. 
Had i been confirmed in this opinion, then ! should have been 
for reversing the judgment ; and would either have concurred in 
entering a judgment for Beck, of the value fixed by the jury, or I 
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would have sent the cause back, with liberty to the appellee to 
move the court for a new trial ; in order that it might be Seen 
whether there was any such reason, as above suppoifed, for valu- 
ing a dead slave; at $47o'. If I could have so sent it back, justice, 
I think, would have required me to do so ; not only because this 
is a new case, unsettled by any of the courts, but because the jury, 
in the first part of the verdict, having found this slave for the plain- 
tiff as though she was alive, may have thought it was their duty to 
value her, as if alive ; and I think it but right to presume, that no 
such reason, as above supposed, for assessing the value even 
higher than that laid in the declaration existed, because the court 
refuse to give judgment for that value, or to say any thing in rela- 
tion to it which cjuld induce such a supposition, 

I had at first doubted, whether it was not an error for the jury to 
find a greater value than that laid in the declaration ; but I. find it 
otherwise settled in Digger's adm'r v. Alderson, 1 Hen. & Munf. 
54. ; in which case the court also expressly says, the value is to be 
fixed at the time of the verdict. Why 1 Because the value may have 
increased, even be^yondthe plaintifTs own estimate when he sued ; 
hi fact, the court there say, it is not important that the value should 
be laid in the declaration, (I presume this is intended after verdict,) 
because the jury are to fix the real value at the time of the Verdict. 
But if they are to give the plaintiff the increased value at that time, 
they cannot take an anterior date, so as to fix a greater value on 
the defendant, when he cannot go back to an anterior date so as 
to establish a less value. On further reflection and consideration, 
however, I have come to the conclusion, that in the case of the 
death or destruction of the property, there can be no verdict or 
judgment for the specific thing ; but that the regular course would 
be for the jury, in responding to the whole issue, to find property 
in the plaintiff, and damages, if any, for the detention, and the 
death or destruction of the property since the suit, in order to 
show why the value was not assessed ; and the judgment will be 
for those damages only, and the costs. If great profits had been 
received, either by a sale, great hires, or otherwise, by the defend- 
ant, I incUne to think the jury might give damages for the deten- 
tion, according to what the defendant had actually received ; but 
as to the value, the time of ascertaining it is correctly laid down 
in the case in this court above referred to ; and nothing could jus- 
tify finding any value as to property dead or destroyed by act 
of God. Even in case of destruction by act of the party, the 
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jury can only give rcc'iress by wny of damages ibr tletcntion, or pri- 
vation of property ; for they cnnmot say that property dead or de« 
Btroyed i,3 of any value. Suppose the slave had died five years l)c- 
fore tl\e verdict found, the suit having been pending a long time, 
and the jury were asked to assess hires, or damages, for the deten- 
tion to the date of the verdict ; could not the defendant show that 
no such hires had been received, for that the negro was dead 1 — 
But say she was not dead, but that five years before the verdict she 
hail, by the visitation of God, become, and had remained so or 
since a confirmed maniac, and a perpetual expense ; would full 
hires according to her anterior value be given, down to the date of 
the verdict 1 Could he not show this also as to lier value ? or must 
the jury find her value as before that visitation 1 We are not at 
liberty, nor are the jury, to speculate on the chances that she would 
not have died, or been thus visited, had she not been detained from 
the plaintiff; or that he might have sold her, and laid his money 
out in other slaves, or lottery tickets, and thereby gained great pro- 
fits. The whole injury which the law supposes the party to have 
sustained, down to the verdict, is the reasonable profits to that 
time : he is to be retributed thus far, by way of damages for de- 
tention, and to recover back the property, or its value, at that time ; 
if the slave has grown up, and become very valuable at that time, 
then farther to detain, is doing an injury to that amount ; and if the 
property is not delivered up, the party is retributed for that value, 
or injury, by the judgment. 

If she hasbecome old and infirm, her hires have been diminishing 
from year to year, aiKl her value now is $10, though it was an 
hundred when the suit was brought. Their hires down to the ver- 
dict retribute the party for the injury of detention, and the slave 
or her then vahie compensates the whole injury. 

This is the injury complained of. Tiie slave, or her value, is 
asked in the declaration, and given by the judgment ; and damages 
for the detention are also to be settled at the trial. The plea puts 
these matters, as well as the title of the plaintitf, in issue. If the 
title only is found for him, the verdict is not sufficient to authorize 
u judgment hi the case, unless it also appears by the verdict that 
the value could not be assessed. It is as necessary so to assess the 
value, and damages ^ordetentIoll^ as to assess damages in assumpsit, 
where the plea of non nssimipsH denies, as well the whole debt as 
the particular anjount of damages claimed. The value and dam- 
ages aie equally within the issue in this case ; and evidence is as 
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necessary to ascertain them to the jury, as to prove the same due 
in assumpsit ; antl the delendant is equally entitled to show that 
they are less than claimed, in this case as in that. The plaiutilV 
proves the value of the slave, or the value of her labor at one 
time ; does this preclude the defednant i'rom showing that ahe was 
not worth so much at that time 1 Surely not. Will he be denied 
the right of proving that she was worth less at a subsequent time, 
and before the verdict 1 Surely not: unless the plaintilV has the 
privilege of fixing the time when she shall be valued ; but the law 
correctly fixes that time at the date of the veidict. Suppose she 
had not heen dead at the time of the verdict, but both her arms 
had been amputated, could not the defendant give this in evidence 
on the inquiry as to her value But it may be said, the jury can- 
not find that she is dead, for if so, they could give no value, and 
this would be to abate the suit ; for if a plaintiff was to sue for a 
slave, and state in his declaration that she was dead, a demurrer 
would lie. Admit the last proposition to be true, yet the death of 
the slave after the suit could not be pleaded in abatement or bar, 
any more than payment of an account, or any part of it, after an 
action of assumpsit brought, or the delivery of property after de- 
tinue. The plaintiff will recover his costs, and also any damages 
the jury may assess, and such matter will come out on the general 
issue which general issue involves, as before said, the just retribution 
to which the plaintiff is then entitled, under the claim in his declara - 
tion. But the verdict is for Beck, of the value of $475. If this value 
has been ascertained, as the law say sit should be, at the time of the 
verdict, on what principle could the jury find that though she was 
dead, she was worth that sum 1 Is not such verdict, upon its face, 
manifestly repugnant and void 1 The action of detinue is little 
used in England ; and we must be governed by general principles 
and by analogy to the redress given for similar injuries ; and, 
also, by considering the rights of the defendant after judgment in 
this particular action. It is laid down in one case, that in detinue 
for charters, if the issue be upon the detinue, and it be found that 
the defendant hath burnt the charters, the judgment shall 
not be for the charters, for it appears he cannot have them, 
but he shall recover the value of the land in damages. 
Rob. Ab. 607. ; Bac. Ab. title " Detinue," letter B. But the jury 
found the non-existence of the thing sued for. Regularly, the 
judgment must be for the thing sued for, if to be had ; if not, for 
the value ; but as the verdict showed the thing was not in existence, 
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though by the act of the party which might have done injury to 
the value of the land, yet no judgment could be entered for it« The 
law will not do a vain thing. Here, also, and that too by the act 
of God, which prejudices no man, the thing no longer exists ; and 
yet I am asked to enter judgment for it. But the defendant has 
a right to deliver the property, and is not bound to pay the value. 
1 Morg. Vade Mecum,416. ; Kelw. 646. 

If, then, we have a right to enter a judgment for a dead negro, 
he must have a right to deliver the corps, otherwise he is deprived 
of the power thus to discharge himself. Surely he could not de- 
liver the corpse ; and yet that is the thing for which we must 
give judgment on this verdicts We cannot expunge that part of 
the verdict, though we may set it aside as repugnant, and grant a 
new trial. But trover will lie, although the property be dead, be- 
cause the time of the conversion gives the date to which the action 
relates ; and the very conversion may cause the death of the pro- 
perty. Bac. Ab., Trover, D. E. The recovery in that action 
amounts to a sale of the property at the time of the conversion, and 
vests the property in the defendant, lb., A. ; Stra. 1078., from that 
time ; so that, if he has sold it even pending the suit, or before, and 
the plaintiff never gets his damages, he cannot bring detinue 
against the purchaser. But in case of detinue, the property is 
never transferred until the alternative value is received. It con- 
tinues the property of the plaintiff at the time, and after judgment ; 
and therefore, in this case, if we can suppose property in a dead 
slave, she was the plaintiff *s property at and after the judgment. 
She was certainly his property when she died. How then can she 
have died the property of the defendant 1 If she died the plaintiff's 
property, can the defendant be compelled to pay for her, as though 
she were in full life, and thereby acquire title to her 1 Will the law 
compel him to purchase a dead slave at $475, when it will not 
compel him to purchase her at that price if alive, but would allow 
him to continue the property still in the plaintiff by delivering her 
to him 1 

So, too, in trover ; if the conversion consists altogether in a 
refusal to deliver on demand, and the thing is then dead, or had 
been forcibly taken away from the defendant, no action will lie. 
Bac. Ab., Trover, B. G. 8. And even in trover the party may 
discharge himself by the delivery of the property, and damages 
will be assessed accordingly ; but this must be done at, or before 
trial, and by the assent of the court. If he cannot do this, he 
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must stand to the loss, as the conversion is the gist of the action. 
Esp. N. P. 696, The most I could do in this case would he to 
set aside the verdict as imperfect and repugnant on its face ; be- 
cause it assesses a high value for a slave who is found to he dead ; 
with instruction to the court to direct the jury, that if they find pro- 
perty in the plaintiff, but that the slave is dead, they must find this last 
fact specially ; and in that case, only find such damages for the de- 
tention, as the plaintiil may be entitled to according to the evidence. 

Brooke^ J. The question in this case is, whether the finding of 
the jury, that the slave Beck died after the institution of the suit, 
is to deprive the plaintiff of his judgment for her value. A correct 
decision of it will depend on an accurate view of the nature of the 
action and the pleadings. 

The object of the action of detinue is, to recover the specific 
property detained, or its value, and damages for detention ; it is, like 
trover, an entire action. Judgment for the defendant is a good bar, in 
an action of trover, for the same thing. So, a judgment in trover 
gives the property to the defendant, and is a bar to an action of 
detinue. It is not denied, that the destruction of the property 
before trial is no defence in the, latter action. In that action, the 
question is, to whom did the property belong at the time of the 
conversion % And its object is, to recover the value thereof in 
damages. The action of detinue is only a broader action ; sub- 
stantially, it is the same, with the addition, that the specific 
property may be recovered, if to be had ; and if not, the alternative 
value and damages for detention. The alternative is given to meet 
the accidents that may happen to the property ; which, in trover, 
would be an unavailing defence. The latter, in England, is most 
frequently resorted to, because of the wager of law, which would 
defeat the action of detinue. Under our law, that objection to the 
action of detinue does not apply ; and it is a valuable remedy, par- 
ticularly in relation to property in slaves ; and would be abandonedj 
if the destruction of the property was to defeat it ; the action of 
trover would be preferred. According to the form of the action of 
detinue, also, it cannot be maintained for the hire of the property, 
and damages for its det^^iiiion only. In both actions, the value of 
the property must be recovered, or nothing. So, that in this case, 
if the death of the slave is to avail, the judgment must be for the 
defendant as to her. No example can be shown, of a judgment 
in detinue for a personal chattel in which value is omitted. The 
c ase from Roll of charters, has very little application. The action 
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for charters is a mixed action ; it partakes of the realty ; there 
may be summons and- severance. In detinue for a chattel, a capias 
licth ; not so for charters. Co. Litt. 386. But even in that case, 
the judgment was for the value of the thing, which was substan- 
tially the object of the suit. In the absence of all direct precedent, 
therefore, 1 infer, even from that case, that no judgment can be 
rendered in detmue, omitting the value of the property in contro- 
versy. An omission to find the value of the slave Beck, in this 
case, by the jury, would have rendered the verdict imperfect, and 
no judgment could have been given on it for hire and damages only. 
The finding, then, by the jury, that the slave Beck was dead, was 
irrelevant to the issue ; otherwise, a verdict for hire and detention 
of the property would be a perfect verdict, on the principle, that 
whatever a jury may find on a special verdict, they will be presumed 
to have found on a general verdict, if that verdict is questioned. 
So much for the nature of the action. The pleadings, generally, 
are the best texts of the law. The plea of non detinet traverses the 
allegations in the declaration, and puts it upon the plaintiff to prove 
them. 

As to the possession in the defendant, that need only be proved, 
either at the suing out of the writ, or at some time before. In the 
case of Barnley, v. Lambert, 1 Wash. Rep. 308., that was the de- 
cision of this court. That decision excludes any other period ; it 
is not incumbent on the plaintiff to prove possession in the defend- 
ant at any after period. Having proved property in himself, and 
possession in the defendant at or before suing out his writ, and 
value, the proof of the plaintiff is complete ; and it follows, that any 
negative proof by the defendant, as to the possession after the 
writ, would be improper. 

But it is contended, that proof of the death of the slave relates to 
the value, and not to the possession. Is it correct io sa}^ that 
proof of the non-existence of the thing is proof of its value ? Va- 
lue is a question of plus or minus. The inquiry presupposes the 
existence of the property, and possession in the defendant. It 
goes to show, that he was not in the possession of the slave Beck 
at the time of the trial ; that is, that he was not in a condition to 
deliver her to the plaintiff, which is interdicted by the decision be- 
fore referred to. The plea relates to the time of suing out the 
writ, or to some previous period as regards the possession, and 
not to a time subsequent, according to that decision. Proof, there- 
fore, that the defendant had lost the possession, by death or other- 
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wise, at a later period, was irrelevant to tlie issue ; and the jury Imv- 
ing^ found the fact, that finding k mere surplu'sago : the rule heing 
that utile per inutile nan vitiatur. For these reasons, I think the judg- 
ment erroneous ; that it ought to he reversed, and that judguient 
should be rendered for the value of the hUivc who died after the 
action was commenced. 

JHoanet J. This was an action of detinue, brought by the appel- 
lant, in the superior court, to recover three negroes, stated to he 
of separate and specified values. Among them is the negro Heck, 
stated in the declaration to be of the value of $400. The damages 
are laid at $1200. Issue was joined on the plea of non dclimt. 
In September 1817, the jury found "for the plaintilT, the negro 
Beck, of the value of $475," and the two other negroes at speci- 
fied values ; but find no damages. They further (ind, that the 
negro Beck died " since the institution of this suit," to wit, during 
the present year. The judgment in the superior court was, that 
the plaintiff recover the other two negroes, of the values respec- 
tively found, if to be had ; and if not, their respective values. No 
judgment being given for Beck, or her value, the jury having 
found, that she died since the institution of the suit, in the present 
year. From this judgment the appellant obtained a supersedeas 
to this court; and the question now is, whether the judgment 
aforesaid, as it omits to give a judgment for the negro Beck, be 
correct or not. That judgment, as to her, can only be justified, 
by taking the date of the finding, and not that of the institution of 
the suit, as the criterion, as well in relation to the right of property 
itself, as to settling its alternate value. This question is to be de- 
cided as upon the present pleadings. I shall enter, therefore, into 
no inquiry, whether the action will lie for a negro that is dead, at 
the time of the institution of the suit ; or for one dying after the in- 
stitution of the suit ; and respecting which, the jury are permitted 
by the pleadings (if there be such a case) to inquire into that fact, 
as at such posterior time, and at the date of the verdict. In order 
to simplify this case, too, 1 will consider this action as having been 
brought only for the negro Beck. There can be no diflercnce in 
principle between that case and the one before us. 

It is a general principle of law, that the evidence, the pleadings 
and the verdict, all have reference to the time of instituting the suit. 
Thus, as to the evidence, it was held in 1 Munf. Rep. 22., (Harri- 
son V. Brocks,) that an award made after the institution of the suit 
was not permitted to be given in evidence on the plea of non-as- 
54 
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sumpsit. As to the pleadings, it was held, in the case of {Smith r. 
Walker, 1 Wash. Rep. 135., that the plea of the act of limitations was 
bud, for referring to the time of the plea, instead of that of the in- 
Btitulion of the suit. And a similar plea was held to be bad, and is- 
sue joined thereupon immaterial in the case of Henderson v. Light- 
foot, 1 Call's Rep. 241. As to the verdict, the case of Burnley v. 
Lambert, 1 Wash. Rep. 308., is more than an authority. It not only 
negatives the idea that the verdict relates to the time of its rendi- 
tion, but asserts that it has relation, as to the possession, to a time 
anterior to that of the institution of the action, namely, to the day 
mentioned in the declaration. It, therefore, goes beyond the point 
that 1 have occasion to contend for in the present instance, namely, 
that of the institution of the suit, and is a full and pointed autho- 
rity. Mr. Marshall, as counsel for the appellee in that case, while 
he admitted, that if the property should perish^ or be disposed of, 
after the action was brought, the plaintiff might recover the alter- 
native value, (which could not be the alternative value, as at the 
time of rendering the verdict,) contended, that the time of the in- 
stitution of the action, and not a prior time, formed the criterion 
as to the proof of possession. He contended for this on the ground 
that the plea and declaration were in the present tense, and there- 
fore related to the time of the institution of the suit. The court 
overruled this argument, by saying, that it proved too much ; that 
it would equally prove that possession must be shown to be in the 
defendant, not only at the time of issiuing the writ, but also at that 
of rendering the verdict. This decision, therefore, is a clear au- 
thority, that notwithstanding the verdict may also use words in the 
present tense, they do notjustify an inquiry into the fact of posses- 
sion as at that time, but relate to the time put in issue by the plead- 
ings. Thisidea is farther corroborated by several cases in this court. 
In the cases of Newby's Adm'r v. Blakey, 3 Hen. & Munf. 57 ; 
and Elam v. Bass' Ex'rs, 4 Munf. Rep. 301. ; it was held, that a 
defendant may protect himself on the plea of won detinct, by proof 
of five years possession of the negroes before the emanation of the 
writ. If a plaintiff lies by, without bringing a suit, for more than 
five years, he is not permitted to recover ; and the five years vests 
a title in the defendant. But this inference would be very unjust 
in relation to a plaintiff who has committed no laches ; but, on the 
contrary, ha^ brought his suit within one month after he lost the 
possession, merely because the time of rendering the verdict was 
protracted, by the delays of tl),e court and the management of the 
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defendant, to a longer period than five years from the inception of 
the defendant's jfjossession. These principles, and these case8> 
then, clearly prove that the jury were limited by the pleadings, in 
this case, to the proof of a possession, as at the time of the insti- 
tution of the suit, and had no right to receive evidence, or find a 
verdict, touching the non-existence of that possession, as at the 
time of rendering the verdict. That was a point ulterior to the 
one made by the pleadings. It was not in issue, and therefore it 
was irregular to offer evidence in relation to it, or find it by the ver- 
dict. If the plaintiff could have foreseen from the pleadings that 
such evidence would have been offered, he might have repelled 
that evidence, and the result might, as to the actual death of the 
negro, have been entirely different. We can, therefore, not know 
this fact in this case, and are to decide the case as if it were not in 
the record. That fact is, in truth, not before us, which is precluded 
by the issue between the parties, and to which the evidence and 
verdict have been illegally and irregularly extended. We are also to 
bear in mind, that although the negro is emphatically found to be 
dead, it is but little more than finding, that she was not in the pos- 
session or power of the defendant at the time of rendering the ver- 
dict. It is unimportant from what cause this want of possession pro- 
ceeded, whether from the natural death of the subject sued for, or, 
for example, by wilful destruction of it by the defendant after the 
institution of the action. In the last case, it would scarcely be 
contended, that the defendant should avail himself of his wrong to 
defeat the plaintiff's action, if this fact were even found by a special 
verdict. 

If this evidence, therefore, ought not to have been received, nor 
the verdict extended to the present point, what is to be done in the 
actual case before us 1 The verdict in question is a general ver- 
dict, and not a special one. It is not a special one, because it 
submits no question of law to the decision of the court. It is not 
a special verdict, for the further reason, that a jury ought not to 
submit, in such a verdict, a matter which is not pertinent to the 
issue, and much less one which is entirely out of that issue, 7 Bac. 4. 
If the issue relates to the possession, as at the date of the writ, it is 
entirely foreign to that issue to inquire thereof as at the time of 
finding the verdict. This verdict, however, is not bad on account 
of its finding ; also this matter, which is not in issue in the cause> 
after having found the negro in question "for the plaintiff." The 
finding of that which is within the issue, is not vitiated by finding 
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that wliich is Bot. In such cases utile per imtile non vitiatur ; an<ii 
that which is not within ih« issue will be rejected as surplusavjej, 
the jury having nothing to do with it. 7 13ac. p. 2C. Thua, in an 
action of assumpsit against an executor, on a promise by his testa- 
tor, and issue was taken on the plea of non assumpsit, the jury found 
for the plaintiff, but they likewise found that the testator was dead 
before the day on which the promise was alleged to have been 
made. The verdict was held to be good, and the last part rejected, 
on the principle of its being surplusage, and not within the issue. 
7 Bac. 22. In principle, there is no ditference between this case 
and the one before us. Again, it is a rule, that if the jury find 
any thing, ivhich is contrary to what is confessed in the pleadings, 
the verdict, as to so much, is bad, and it is to be rejected as sur- 
plusage ; for the jury have nothing to do with what is confessed or 
admitted by the pleadings. 7 Bac. 41. In the case before us, 
the pleadings are not only restricted to the date of the writ, as to 
the fact of possession, but the existence of the subject seems admit- 
ted. On these pleadings the defendant may object, that he does 
not detain the negro, but that another man does ; or he may say, 
that he does not detain the plaintiff's negro, because she is his 
property, and not that of the plaintiff. But on this issue, it could 
never for a moment be considered that the existence of the negro 
was denied. If a tenant in dower pleads, that the demandants 
did not die seized of the premises, and issue is joined on that plea ; 
and the jury that he died seized, but further find, that the estate 
was not liable to dower, the latter part of the verdict is bad, as 
finding what is virtually confessed by the plea. 7 Bac. 41. Again, 
it is held that the plea of iwn cepit in replevin, confines the issue to 
the taking, and allows the property to be in the plaintiff ; and, 
therefore, no evidence shall be received, or verdict found on this 
plea, to disprove the property of the plaintiff, 2 Esp. 11. So, in 
debt on a bond to perform an award made by J. S., the plea wa?, 
that J. S. made no such award, and issue ; the jury found J. 
S. made the award, but also found matter in avoidance thereof ; 
the last part of the verdict was held to be bad, and was rejected, 
because it was contrary to the issue. 7 Bac. 41. These cases, 
by analogy, completelj/ justify a rejection of the last part of the 
verdict before us, as being contrary to what is put in issue, and is 
admitted by the pleadings. 

The decisions of this court completely show, that the verdicts of 
juries may be extended by the clerk from the general form in which 
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they are found. Thia verdict, ao extended, would be, that the de- 
fendant does detain the negro in question, and that she is of the 
value of $375. The subsequent finding of the fact, that she is dead, 
is clearly repugnant to such extended finding, and is to be rejected. 
By the first part of the verdict, the jury not only find the result in 
favor of the plaintilF, but find the fact also which justifies that result, 
and which is repugnant to, and overrules the latter finding. That 
complete finding by them, so compounded of law and fact, is not 
to be varied by any subsequent and irregular finding, on which 
they have erected no counter conclusion, nor authorized the court 
to draw one. Such an authority can only he devolved on the court 
by a special verdict. If this action were brought for this single 
negro, who had been for years withheld from the plaintilF, and 
whose hires were considerable ; if on the ground in question, the 
right to the principal subject was defeated, that to the hires or 
damages could not, I apprehend, be sustained ; and yet, this would 
be a case of extreme hardship, as, at the time of the emanation of 
the writ, the right to both was perfect. The damages follow as 
incidental to the recovery, but cannot be obtained, in this action, 
without it. It has been argued, that you must receive this evidence 
as at the time of the verdict, because that time is the criterion as 
to settling the alternative value. This has never been solemnly es- 
tablished by this court, nor would the inference clearly result from 
it, if it had. In the case of Digger's adm'r v. Alderson, (1 Hen. & 
Munf. Rep. 54.,) Judge Carrington, indeed, gave this as his opinion, 
but the other judges were silent on the subject ; and the judgment 
which was given in that case did not affirm this principle. For any 
thing appearing in that case, the value was settled at an anterior 
time, and at the time of suing out the writ. As for the English de- 
cisions, they are so scanty on the action of detinue, that I can find in 
them nothing decisive on this point. It is arguing in a circle to say., 
that unless this be the rule, the plaintiff would get too little for his 
pr.nn.-rty. He would so, in relation to a subject of increasing va- 
lue ; but it may be retorted that he would get too much in relation 
to a subject of a contrary character ; and as to a subject of stable 
value, it is immaterial which rule is to prevail. 

If, however, this could be considered as the settled law, in rela- 
tion to the alternative value, it does not follow that it would attract 
to it the principal inquiry relative to the possession of the subject 
itself. It would not change the issue made up between the parties, 
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n» to the right of the property, and which, in terms at leasts 
also extends to the alternative vahie. In the case of judgment 
for the negro by default, on demurrer, and a writ of injury 
issued thereafter, to ascertain the value, if the time resorted to, 
as to the last, be that of the verdict, the time in relation to the first 
is undoubtedly diffei*ent ; it is, at least, that of suffering the judg- 
ment, if not that of the date of the writ, I apprehend, therefore, 
that the position in question is neither shown to be solemnly settled, 
nor would the inference contended for, clearly result from it, if it 
were. As for the criterion now contended for, it would destroy 
the action of detinue altogether, in cases in which the suit is long 
protracted, and the subject sued for is of a decaying and perish- 
able nature. The ground taken, however, in this opinion, does 
not extend to cases in which the subsequent death of the negro is 
relied on, by plea puis darrein conlinmnce, or otherwise ; and in 
which the plaintiff had, consequently, an opportunity to contest 
that point upon the evidence. 

If the criterion assumed by the last part of the verdict be sus- 
tainable, the plaintiff ought to have an opportunity to be heard 
upon it. I decide nothing, however, upon that point ; I only de- 
cide upon the actual case which is now before us? upon the plead- 
ings. As long, therefore, as we are, in rendering our judgment, 
to respect the allegata and probata of the parties ; as long as we 
are to shut our eyes against facts which are not known to us upon 
the pleadings, and are to reject impertinent matter which juries 
may put into their verdicts, we must decide this case for the ap- 
pellant. We must so decide it, however the case might be, if, 
through the laches of the appellant, the slave had been permitted 
to die before his right had attached by bringing the action. My 
opinion is, therefore, and such is the opinion of the court, that the 
judgment of the superior court be reversed, and entered, also, for 
the slave in question, if to be had, and if not, for her alternative 
value. 

8 

Eppes v. M'Lemore* Dec. T. 1832. 3. Devereaux's North 

Carolina Rep. 345. 

Where A. Detinue for a slave. The case was, that the slave in dispute 
purchase *a had been the property of the plaintiflPs husband, and was sold under 
B^^but"^ an execution against his executor, and bought by one Johnson, who 
took the ti- paid the purchase money, and to whom the sheriff returned, he 
self! and Sf- had sold. The only question was, whether the following circurastan- 
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ces vested the title in the plaintiflf, so as to prevent the defendant tcrwunls, 
Irom taking any thing under a subsequent sale to him by Johnson. i!',!i„"g"^Ji 
The negro had been in possession of the plaintiif before the sale l^-'pu''^",^"^^* 
by the sherift], and directly aft -r it returned to her house. A wit- tho pur- ' 
uess, introduced by the plaintiff, deposed, that,b6fore the sale John- nf'y^wiil,"" 
son agreed to purchase the negro for the plaintiff; that after that 
took place, the plaintiflf offered to pay Johnson the price at which A , who de- 
he had bought the slave, which he then declined receiving, requcKst- king'it/ilut 
ing her to keep it ; that at the time this ofier was made, the plain- ciog"*'!,!^*" 
tiff had the money in her possession, but it was not produced in [j^'^ jj''^'.''^' 
consequence of Johnson's wish that the plaintiff should retain it. ry waJ 
Upon this point, the evidence was contradictory, and thereupon the S3„cted, 
counsel for the defendant moved the presiding judge to instruct the ^bat they 
jury, that if Johnson purchased the slave at the request, and for these facta 
the use of the plaintiff, as the slave was bid off and returned by the geqi^em"^ 
sheriff as purchased by him, the legal title vested in him, subject ^aJe- 
only to a trust for the plaintiff, and that the matters deposed to by 
the plaintiff's witness were not sufficient to vest that legal title in 
the plaintiff; and further, that the legal title being in Johnson, 
could not be passed to the plaintiff without a written transfer, or a 
sale accompanied with a delivery. But his honor refused to give 
these instructions, and charged the jury, that if they believed that 
Johnson purchased the slave at the request of, and as the agent of 
the plaintiff ; and delivered the negro to her as her property ; that 
the price bid by Johnson was tendered to him at the time of the 
delivery, and was not paid because of his request ; or, if he was 
satisfied with the plaintiff's promise to pay him the amount, they 
were at fiberty to find, that there was a valid sale by Johnson to 
the plaintiff. A verdict was returned for the plaintiff, and the de- 
fendant appealed. 

Per Cur. Ruffin, J. I suppose the first instruction prayed on 
behalf of the defendant to be correct, as far as respects the vesting 
of the legal title in Johnson, by the purchase in his own name, 
and his becoming responsible to the sheriff for the price, notwith- 
standing the previous agency undertaken by him. If he chose to 
violate his engagement, and to take the title to himself, he might 
do so. But if he did, that did not prevent a subsequent sale to the 
plaintiff, and that brings the question to the last part of that instruc- 
tion, and to the next, as asked for : which is, that the evidence did 
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not establish n sale from Johnson, or that the legal title passed from 
him in any way. The court is of opinion that the jury might find 
that it did. The possession of the slave was transferred to the 
plaintiff, who offered to pay an ascertained price, which Johnson 
agreed to accept. It is true, the witness says^ this was in refer- 
ence to the previous agreement of Johnson to buy the negro for 
the plaintiff ; and, therefore, there was then no proposition about 
the price. But although the plaintiff claimed upon the score of 
the agency, befjause she did not know that the purchase had been 
made in Johnson's own name ; yet, when Johnson acquiesced in it, 
and made the plaintiff believe that she had thus the title in one 
way, when, in fact, she was getting it in another, the plaintiff's mis- 
take, as to the mode in which it passed, shall not prevent her from 
acquiring it in any mode, if the acts then done, in their legal ope- 
ration, passed the thle of themselves. 

Did the plaintitF and Johnson then consider that the right to the 
slave was in the former, by virtue of what was before and then 
done 1 Was every thing done, that was expected or intended to 
be done, to vest the title in the plaintiff 1 and was this followed or 
accompanied by actual delivery 1 If so it is a sale. It is an agree- 
ment that the property is, or shall be another's, and that agree- 
ment consummated by delivery. Suppose Mrs. Eppes had then 
paid the price, would any body doubt the character of the transac- 
tion ? Her agreement to pay is the same thing, if taken by the 
seller in place of the money ; and such the witness said was the 
fact. Upon the conflicting testimony, it was for the jury to deter- 
mine. Taking that offered by the plaintiff to be true, there was a 
contract of sale, which accompanied by possession, is an executed 
contract, and valid. Choat v. Wright^ 2 Dev. Rep. 289. 

9. 

, , . Keith v. Johnson et al. Fall T. 1833. 1 Dana's Rep. 604. 

In d»»tinue * 
for ' slOiVG 

a°tender of Held by the court, that the plaintiff' in a judg'iient in detinue 
nate*value "^^^ ^^^^ execution issued for the specific slave or thing re- 
will not covered, and a tender of the alternate value will not discharge the 

discharge . 111. i« 1 

the judg- judgment, unless the plamtiff elects to take it, or the court is satis- 
lesTthe'de- ^^^> without the defendant's fault it is beyond his power— 
fendant is officer must take the posse comitatus, if necessary, and seize 

unable to ^ 

deliver the the slavc ot thing reCovered, and for that purpbse he may make 

specific 
slave. 
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forcible entry into the defendant's dwelling house, if he finds it 
closed, and has good reason to believe the slave or t\m^ is there. 

10. 

Kent v. Armistead. Oct. T. 1813. 4 Munf. Rep. 72. 

The court held, that a declaration in detinue for a slave is insuf- The own- 
ficicnt to support the action, if it omit to state that the slave be- 
longed to the plaintid'. musi. bo 

" * stated. 

n. 

HoLLADAY AND WIFE V. LiTTLEPAGE. March T. 181J. 2 
Munf. Rep. 539. ; Royal v. Eppes, 2 Munf. Rep. p. 479. 

Detinue for a negro woman slave Amy, and her issue, of the And the 
value of §1000, and Rachel, a negro woman slave and her issue, 
of the value of $1000. Plea non detinet. Motion in arrest of 
judgment, on the ground that the declaration was vague and un- 
certain, in demanding the issue of two negro women therein men- 
tioned. The district court arrested the judgment, and the plain- 
tiff appealed to this court. 

The president observed, that the court were of opinion, that 
the omission to state the names of the issue of the female slaves 
in the declaration mentioned, being, at niost, only a fact imper- 
fectly stated, and that the judgment of the district court ought 
to be reversed. The defect is cured by the verdict, which finds 
the names of the issue of the female slaves in the declaration 
mentioned, 

12. 

Munsel, Adm'r of Sneed v. Bartlett. April T. 1831. 6 J. 
J. Marshall's Rep. 20.; S. P. Woodward's heirs v. Therl- 
KELD, 1 Marsh. Rep. 10. ; Thomas v. White et al, 3 Litt. 
177.; Sneed v. Ewing and wife, 5 J. J. Marshall's Rep. 

482. An heir 

cannot 

Per Cur. Buckner. 3. The law is certainly fully established rnaintain 

. , ^ . an action 

that an heir cannot maintain an action m his own name for the re- in his own 
covery of slaves belonging to the estate of his ancestor, without "hTiccove- 
having previously obtained the assent of the administrator. They ^ijff(,utthe 
are assets in the hands of the administrator ; and for the payment assent of 
of the debts of the intestate, he may sell them, if it be necessary, jstrator. 
55 
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13. 

Grimes v. Grimes. Spring T. 1812. 2 Bibb's Rep. 594. 

Butthodo- Held by the court, Boyle, Ch. J., that a devisee of slaves may 
without tho maintain detmue vi'ithout the assent of the executor ; theybemg con- 
oT''" sidered real estate. 

14. 

Cox V. Ex'rs of Robinson. Fall T. 1809. X Bibb's Rep. 604. 

No de- Held by the court, Bibh^ Ch. J., that no demand other than the 
tiiiin^ the***^ writ is necessary to maintain the action of detinue. Property in 
writ ia ne- jjjj. plaintiff, and possession in the defendant anterior to the suit, 

cessary to ^ 

maintain are material grounds of this action. Burnley v. Lambert, 1 Wash, 
for slaves. Rep, 308. ; Crozierv. Gano and wife, 1 Bibb's Rep. 357. 

15. 

Cox V. Executors of Robinson. Fall. T. 1809. 1 Bibb's Rep. 
604. ; Stamps v. Beatty, Hard. Rep. 337. 

Executors 

and admin- Per Bihh, Ch. J. Slaves pass to executors aiil administrators, 
may main- and they may maintain an action of detinue for them. 

tain an ac- 
tion for 
slaves. 



(XXII.) OF STEALING AND KIDNAPPING SLAVES. 

1. 

State v. Whyte and Sadler. Nov. T. 1819. 2 Nott & 

M'Cord's Rep. 174. 

A slave Prohibition to restrain the defendants, as magistrates, who had 
may be convicted a negro man named Billy, for stealing a negro woman 
Seaimg a named Hannah. The prohibition was moved for, on the ground 
slave altho' ^y^^^^ stealing a slave by a slave cannot be consummated unless force 

no force be o j ^ . v. 

used. is employed by the slave charged with the felony, there being no 
proof of force in this case. 

Per Cur. Colcocky J. The act of 1790 expressly declares, 
that " if any slave shall feloniously steal, take, or carry away, any 
slave being the property of another, with an intent to carry such 
slave out of this province, he shall sutfer death as a felon." This 
ia one of the charges in the indictment. And as to the objection, 
that force is necessary to constitute the offence, I think it wholly 
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untenable. If thfjre never had been any other law upon the sub- 
ject, I should have said, that to entice a slave to leave, his master 
was a taking and carrying away within the meaning of the act. 
With inanimate objects of larceny, force may be necessary, and 
must be used ; but is there any thing in reason or common sense, 
which requires it as to thoee subjects of larceny which possess vo- 
lition and locomotion 1 Is not the idea as to both, the ('.?privation 
which the owner of the property sustains 1 Suppose a horse or a 
dog to be tolled out of the possession of the owner by corn, is not 
this a taking and carrying away as the shouldering a bale of goods 
would be ? I confess I can see no substantial legal difference. 

2. 

The State v. Covington. Jan. T. 1832. 2 Bailey's 

Rep. 569. 

The prisoner was indicted under the statute of 1754, which de- The con- 
Clares, that any one "who shall inveigle, steal, or carry away, any om\e^ Jf a 
negro or other slave or slaves, &c., so as the owner or employer of ^slave's 
such slave or slaves shall be deprived of the use and benefit of such acceding to 
slave," &c. The owner knew of the contemplated felony, and toLcarri- 
consented that the negro should meet the prisoner for the purpose vifw^^of 
of arranging with him the plan of elopement. And the question fjj^g'^'ojj-gjjj 
was, whether the owner was " deprived of the use and benefit of er in the 

thp «lavp » ^''^ ofateBl- 

me biave. mg the 

The court, Johnson, J. after referring to Macdaniel's case, noCuchan 
2 East's P. C, 665. ; Norden's case, 2 East's P. C, 666.; and assent as 

will ox- 

Eggington's case, 2 East's P. C, 666. ; which last case was held empt the 
to be a case in point There the master of a manufactory had from^he 
agreed with his servant that the door should be left open for the pe^a'ty ^/ 

till 1 Blaye steal- 

entrance of the robber; and when he entered, and took the marked ing. 
guineas, the servant was with him, and the court held that it was a 
larceny. The principle will applj to tliis case. Every act of the 
prisoner proceeded from his own mere motion, without any agency 
on the part of the owner of the slave. His not preventing the thing 
when he knew it beforehand, is not evidence of the assent of his 
will, but is only an apparent assent. The act was, therefore, invi^ 
to dominOf and constituted felony. 
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■ : 3. 
State v. Cqvington. January T. 1832, 2 Bftiley's Rep. 6()9.; 
S. P. State v. Miles, 2 Nott & M'Cord's Rep, 4. 

Taking a The prisoner was indicted for inveigling and stealing a slave un- 
fX**y5!nl8 tbe act of 1764, It appeared by the testimony, that the pri- 
tent to in- ^^"^^ "^oi'o set out and wen! the distance of thirty yards 

3\?m prosecution of the intent of the prisoner to inveigle the nc- 

siitisfiesthe gro from the service and employment of his master, but were pre- 
feioSy'^if ° vented from proceeding farther by persons who had placed 
complete, themselves in ambush to intercept them. The act under which 
the prisoner was indicted declares, that any one ** who shall in- 
veigie, steal, or carry away, any negro, or other slave or slaves, 
&c.; so as the owner or employer of such slave or slaves shall be 
deprived of the use and benefit of such slave," &c. 

The court, Martin J. y held the crime was complete, and that the 
common law definition applied to prosecutions under the statute 
as to the asportavit, 

4. 

State v. Whyte & Sadlee. Nov. T. 1819. 2 Hott & 

M'Gord's Rep. 174. 

Singlt "^^^^ Colcock, J. The act of 1754, making it felony 

felony to without benefit of clergy, "to inveigle, st^al, or carry away any 
negroJ,^' negro or slave," applies to negroes as well as white persons. His 
negroes honor observed, that the policy of the country, as well as the ex- 
press law, makes it necessary that those offences which are de- 
clared to be felonies when committed by white men, should also be 
felonies when committed by negroes. The former acts, which 
relate to negroes only, made it felony to steal or entice a negro so 
as to carry him (^ut of the state. This act makes it so to steal 
inveigle them, or aid others in doing so, although they be not car- 
ried out of the state. 

5. 

The State of Mississippi v. M'Graw. June T. 1825. Walker's 

Rep. 208. 

ment"for* Per Cur. Turner. J. It appears by the record, that at the 
nflim October term, 1823, of Pike circuit court, the defendant was in- 
not called a clicted [or stealing a negro man, on which charge he was tried on 

slave is in- . i » i 

sufficient; the plea of not guilty, and acquitted. At the same term he was 
''"^ also indicted for stealing one negro man slavcy named Emanuel 
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&c., of the goods and chattels of one Williaiu li. VIeuih, &c. On ,,„.i 
this arraignment, he pleaded a former acquittal for the Bume oiVencc, "*j|*",i[["'i„ 
to which the state replied ml tiel record of a former acquittal ; and <ii« «in(un 
the court dftvibting the law, referred the cause to tluH court, on I'',u"gro'''* 
the issue nul liel record. It aj)pear8 by the record, tliat the 
district attorney appeared to enter a nul pros, on the fuKt indict- *m»««qu«nt 
ment, and informed the prisoner and his counsel, that he consichir- f'oTrur 
ed that indictment invalid, and had preferred another ; antl wuh- J,'^**!,,;;,, 
mitted to them, whether they would risk a trial on the fir«t indict- 
nicnt ; whereupon the prisoner and his counsel would not move ito 
qimsh the first indictment, but claimed a trial by jury ; a trial was 
had, and verdict for the defendant. 1 am of o()inion that the fust 
indictment was insuflicient to warrant a conviction, tind on which 
no sentence could have been passed against the prisoner. It 
charges the prisoner with having stolen a negro man, no where 
called a slave in the whole indictment ; and it is obvious that the 
attorney of the state aimed at an indictment, under the statute, for 
stealing a slave. The authorities summed up in in the first volume 
of Chitty*s Criminal Law, p. 453, &c., show clearly, that a con- 
viction or acquittal on an invalid indictment cannot be pleaded in 
bar of ^ second, or subsequent prosecution. Wherefore, let judg- 
ment be entered for the state, on the issue joined on the plea of 
avtorfois acquit ; and it is ordered, that the cause be remanded for 
further proceedings in the circuit court of said county of Pike. 

6. 

Commonwealth v. Peas. July T. 1834. 4 Leigh's Rep. 692. 

Indictment under the statute, 1 Rev. Code, ch. 3. § 30., which An indict- 

declares, that " whomsoever shall carry, or cause to be carried. T"* °^ 

, * the •tatiite 

any slave or slaves out of this commonwealth, shall carry or cause <or feloni- 

to be carried any slave or slaves cut of any county or corporation king' and 

within this commonwealth, in \^.ny other county or corporation SavrmJs'I 

within the same, without the consent of the owner or owners of that 

such slave or slaves, or of the guardian of such owner or owners, w».«ii.'n 

if she or they be a minor or minors, and with intention to deprive 

such owner or owners of such slave or slaves, shall be adjudged ""^ 

•ij. n r 1 %% JO consent of 

guilty of felony." th« owner. 

The indictment omitted to aver the carrying out of the county 
was without the consent of the owner. The jury found the 
prisoner guilty. Motion in arrest of judgment. 
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Per Cur. Ijomaxt J. The oraisaion of the averment, that it was 
without the consent ofAhe owner that the slave was removed, is a fa- 
tal deiect, and is not cured by verdict. Judgment arrested. 



(XXIII.) PENALTIES FOR TRADING WITH, &c. 

1. 

Delery v. Mornet. Feb. T. 1822. 11 Martin's Louisiana 

Rep. 4. 

{t is no de- 

Porter, J. This action was instituted in virtue of the 24th sec- 
Slit on"the ^^"'^ Martin's Dig. 622.,) which enacts, that 

part of ttie " intoxicating liquors shall not be sold to slaves without a written 
Black • • r ^1 ' , -, , 

Code, permission trom their master ; and declares, that any person vio- 
ma SiJ'''' provision shall incur a penalty ; and, moreover, be 

sale of spi- answerable to the owner for all damages which the master may 

rituouB li- ». . 1 « 

quors to sutler m consequence thereof." The petition alleges, ♦hat the de- 
thauheliel ^^ndatti did, in violation of this law, sell to the slave. Jasmin, spi- 
fendant rituous liquors ; that by the cause of them he became intoxicated : 

dia not J 1 • 

know the and that in consequence of said intoxication, he was drowned. The 
be?Vve. defendant denied that he was liable, by reasons of the allegations 
in the petition, and concluded his answer by putting the plaintiff on 
the strict proof of every thing necessary to support his action. 
There was judgment against him, and he appealed. The defence 
has been presented to us in argument, under the following divi- 
sions— 

L That it is not proved that the illegal act complained of was 
done, knowingly, by the defendant. 

2. That the evidence does not prove that the slave became in- 
toxicated at the house of the defendant, and in consequence of the 
spirituous liquors he drank there. 

That the damages suffered by the master must be the direct and 
immediate consequence of the intoxication of the slave, and that, 
in the present instance, the evidence does not establish that fact. 

1. The evidence proves clearly, that the defendant sold liquor 
to the slave of the plaintiff, and this is sufficient to throw the 
burthen of proof on the defendant, that the act was done inno- 
cently. Were we to require that the master, in an action of this 
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kin(3, should prove that the seller of liquor knew the hulividual to 
whom he sold it to was a slave, we would require evidence that, 
from the nature of the transaction it is impossihle, in many cases, 
he could give, and defeat entirely the ohject of the statute. The 
general rule is, that the burthen of proof lies on the person who 
has to support his case by proof of a fact, of which he is supposed 
to be cognisant. Phillip's Ev. (edit. 1820,) 150. 

2. The principal witness swears, that he embarked atthe market 
house in a pirogue, with the slave Jasmin and some other negroes; 
that they (the negroes) were sober when they set off ; that when 
they came opposite the defendant's residence they put to shore, 
went into his house, purchased liquor, drank it, remained there a 
quarter of an hour, and that they began to quarrel and fight as 
soon a8 they re-embarked ; that Jasmin was drunk, and that a 
short time after, he was drowned. This proof is satisfactory to 
my mind, as it appears to have been to that of the judge who tried 
the cause, that the intoxication of the slave proceeded from the 
liquors procured and drank at the defendant's shop. The third 
and last point is the only one which has presented any difficulty. 
The defendant insists, that the death of the slave was not the di- 
rect consequence of the intoxication ; but resulted from the act of 
a third party threatening to flog him. On this head the evidence 
is as follows ! J. Sonle. the witness who embarked in the pirogue 
with the slave Jasmin^ swears, that after they left the shop of the 
defendant, and embarked on board the pirogue, the negroes began 
to quarrel, and finally to fight ; that one of them fell twice into 
the river ; that he (the defendant) finding his situation a danger- 
ous one, called for help from a boat he saw at some distance, and 
that a Mr. Lartigue came to his assistance, and brought the pi- 
rogue to land. When they got on shore, Mr. Lartigue observed, 
that he would give them a flogging, and then they would behave 
themselves. On hearing this. Jasmin jumped into the river, the 
witness jumped after him, but was unable to save his life. Another 
of the negroes, who was also drunk, immediately endeavored to 
drown himself, but was prevented. Lai: ligue confirms this testi- 
mony, except that his declaration to the negroes was, that if they 
did not behave themselves he would correct them. 

This evidence shows, in a most striking point of view, the con- 
sequences that result from violating a wise and salutary law, which 
is founded alike on a regard for the interests of the master and 
slave. And the judgment of this court can only enable the defendant 
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to discliarge one of the responsibilities which he has incurred by this 
transgression. The defence wuich he sets up cannot, in my opi- 
nion, be sustained. The bad conduct of the negroes in the boat 
was the result of his act ; the necessity of approaching Lartigue 
was caused by it ; and the justifiable threat of correction arose 
from the intoxication of the slaves, which we have already seen, 
proceeded from a fault of the defendant. The case cited from 
Taunton's Reports is not law here ; and the reasons given by the 
judges who decided it are not satisfactory. It appears very strange 
that a man ahould be excused from the consequences of illegally 
frightening the horse of a traveller, because the driver was not skil- 
ful, when it is clear there would not have existed a necessity for ex- 
ercising skill had it not been for the act of the defendant, and but 
for that aci, no damage would have been sustained. In the well- 
known case of the throwing of a squib, which was picked up and 
thrown by two other persons before it committed the injury on the 
plaintiff, it was held that the first thrower was responsible ; that the 
new direction and force flowed out of the first force, and was not a 
new trespass. So, here the act of Lartigue directly flowed from 
the original fault of the defendant ; was occasioned by it, and must 
be considered as making a part of It. I think the plaintiff has 
made out his case, under the law cited at the commencement of 
this opinion, and that the judgment of the parish court should be 
affirmed, with costs. 

Martin, J. Nothing can be clearer than the position, that a per- 
son who, in this state, deals with a black man, exposes himself, in 
case of his being a slave, to all the consequences which follow the 
dealing with a slave ; the presumption being, that a black man is 
a slave ; as by far the greatest pronortion of persons of that color 
are, in this : .ate, held in slavery. There would be no possibility of 
punishing illegal acts relating to that species of property, if the 
knowledge of the actual slavery of the negro was essentially to be 
proven in the trespass. 

The liquor which intoxicated the slave, having been furnished 
him in the defendant's shop, he must be arr^ enable for the conse- 
quences. It is clear, that the spirituous liquor which the plaintiff's 
slave obtained there was the cause of his intoxication ; as it ap- 
pears in evidence that he proceeded from the shop to the boat, and 
that a short time after he fell in the water, and was drowned. It 
appears to me, that the drowning was the immediate consequence 
of the supply of spirits procured in the defendant's shop ; he must. 
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of course, abide the consequence. 1 concur in Judge Porter's 
opinion. 

Mathews, J. I concur with my colleagues. Judgment alTiriiied. 

State v. Axone. May T. 1819. 2 Nott & M'Cord's Rep. 27, 

Indictment lor trading- with a slave without a ticket. It ap- Entinp- 
peared the defendant left one of his slaves in his store to buy and jv""tniain'2 
sell for him in his absence. The overseer of a plantation sus- ^'1'"'^ .,, 

* SlHVf Will 

pecting the defendant's slave of buying of slaves without tickets, 

gave corn to one of the slaves, who sold to the defendant's slave oriiu'ru'ii^ 
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for his master in the presence of the overseer. It was objected, 
the defendant could not be convicted, in as much as the corn was 
given by the overseer to the negro for the purpose of detecting the 
defendant. 

The court, Richardson^ J., held, that where the goods were given 
by the master or owner on purpose to entrap the person who 
mi^ht trad., with the slave, and where the master or owner stood 
and saw the act of trading for the purpose of detection, it doesle- 
gahze such ; nor is it a defence which will avail the defendant. The 
same principle was laid down in the State v. Stroud, in a note to 
the end of the case in the text 

S. 

The State v. Pemberton and Smith. Dec. T. 1829. 
2 Devereux's North Carolina Rep. 281. 

The defendants were indicted as follows : " The iurors, &c. i. • 
present, that S. P. and J. A. S. late of, on, iStc, at, &c., unlaw- offonre 
fully did play at cards with certain slaves, to wit, with, &c., to the con.nio» 
evil example of all others in like case olfFending, and against, &c." ^^Zn\^ lo 

After verdict for the state, his honor Judge Strange arrested the S'l"''''*-' 
judgment, being of opinion, that the fact charged as an offence ^ ' "'"'^^^ 
was one which never could have existed in England, and there- 
fore could not be deemed an offence at common law, as no law 
could be supposed to exist against that which could not be done. 
And as there was no statute prohibiting it ; or, if there was, as the 
indictment did not conclude contra formam, it could not be taken 
as an offence against the statute law. From this judgment the so- 
licitor for the state appealed. 

Per Cur. For the reasons given by the judge below, the judg- 
ment must be afHrmed. 
56 



not an 
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(XXIV.) HARBORING SLAVES.* 

1. 

SciDMORE V. Smith. Aug. T. 1816. 13 Johns. R,ep. 322- 

An notion Smith, the defendant in error, hrought an action of trespass in 
caeeUca court hclow, against the plaintiff in error, to recover damages 
fng ft"avc seducing and harboring his man servant. It was objected that 
the action should have been debtf under the 15th section of the 
"act concerning slaves and servants." (3 N. R. L. 206.,) but the 
exception was overruled, and judgment was given for the defendant 
in error. 

Per Cur. The statute penalty for harboring slaves or servants 
is cumulative, and does not destroy the common law remedy. 
Judgment affiimed. 



*By Aiken's Ala. Dig. p. 109, any person harboring or concealing any negro or negroes 
belonging to any otlier person, or suffering the same to be done (witli liis consenffhd 
knowledge,) shall be punished in a sum not exceeding $700, and shall be imprisoned 
not less than one, nor exceeding six calendar months ; and by Prince's Dig. Laws of 
Geo. p. 375, any person guilty of harboring, &c. to be sentenced to the penitentiary, 
at hard labor, for a term not exceeding 2 years, provided, an apparent well founded 
claim to said slave is not shown on trial ; damages may also be recovered in a civil suit 
for loss of labor, &c. And by the Rev. Code of Miss. p. 585, any white person, free 
negro, or mulatto, harboring or entertaining a slave without the consent of his or her 
owner or overseer, shall forfeit to the informer, for every such offence, $10 ; and if a 
free negro, or mulatto, shall, in addition, receive any number of lashes, not exceeding 
thirty. lb. p. 318, any licensed innkeeper harboring a slave knowing him to be such, 
without a written permission from the master or mistress, shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence, a sum not less than $10, nor more than $50; and in p. 584, a 
slave harboring, &c. anotlier slave, shall be punished by stripes not exceeding thirty- 
nine. By the Rev. Code of Miss. p. 380, any white person, negro, or mulatto, har- 
boring a: slave without the consent of the master, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding 
$20, and shall be liable in damages to the owner ; and any slave committing a like of- 
fence, to receive not exceeding thirty-nine lushes. By the Rev. Code of Virginia p. 
439, any free person guilty of, &c. shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
punishable as in other cases of misdemeanors, and shall also be liable for damages to 
the party injured : if a slave, to receive not exceeding thirty-nine lashes. By the Rev. 
Code of Tenu. vol. 1. p. 329, any white person, free negro, or mulatto, harboring or 
enticing a slave, without the knowledge and consent of the master, shall forfeit, &,c. 
a sum not exceeding $20, nor less tlian $10 ; lb. p. 320, for harboring, &c. a slave on 
any pretence v.-hatever, shall forfeit and pay to the owner, for every such offence, $50, 
and be also liable in an action for damages to the owner ; and if the offence is com- 
mitted with a view to the escape of the slave from the state, shall pay to the master or 
mistress, for every such negro enticed away, $62 and 50 cents, to be levied on his 
property ; bttt if he be insolvent, shall be compelled to serve the owner 5 years. By 
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3. 

Dark v. Marsh, July T. 1815. 2 North Carolina Law Re- 
pository 249. 

This was an action of debt to recover the penalty under the 4th .f^i'^JiJIJIf 
section of the act of 1791, against harboring slaves. The declara taining a 
tion contained three counts : 1. For enticing and persuading the ulnve wfth- 
slave to leave the plaintiff's service. 2. For harboring and main- "Jeaning of 
taining the slave, knowing her to be a runaway. The jury found l^jjj'jj^j^jjj 
a verdict for the plaintiff, subject to the opinion of the court, on the net of 
the following case. The plaintiff proved a title to the two slaves, jiroHhCar- 
mother and child, under a bill of sale, and possession of them from "'"'""iwwhb 

' ' * u secret uiwl 

February 1807, until the September following, when she absented frmdvient 
herself with her child, in the night time, taking with her all her ancHni'im 
apparel, and was the next morning in possession of the defendant, 
who at that time, gave notice to the plaintiff of the fact, and said 
he should retain them until recovered by law ; as he claimed them 
as his father's property. The defendant has had them in posses- 
sion till 1813, harboring and maintaining them, but in an open and 
avowed manner, the woman being the wife of one of his negro 
men. The plaintiff sued out a writ of detinue for the slaves in 
1807, and in September 1813, recovered them, and damages for 
the detention. The writ in the present action was sued out 
in 1809. 

Per Cur» Seaioelly J. The jury have found for the defendant 



the act of 3.836, any person or persona, harboring, &c. any ninaway slave, knowing 
him to be such, shall, on conviction, be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary, 
at hard labor, for a period not exceeding 10, nor less than 3 years. In Kentucky, by 
the act of 1830, p. 173, any person conceahng or harboring a runaway slave, knowing 
him to be such, in addition to compensation to the owner, shall, on conviction, pay a 
fine not exceeding $500, nor less than $50, and also give secmity for good behaviour 
during his stay in the state. By Lislet's Louisiana Dig. vol. 1, p. 121. any person 
harboring, concealing, or hii'ing any runaway slave, shall be fined in a sum not ex- 
ceeding $300, nor less than ^100 ; lb. p. 398, any person harboring, &c. knowing 
them to be such, «fec. shall, on conviction, be fined in a sum not exceeding $1000, nor 
Jess than $200, and be imprisoned not exceeding 2 years, nor less than G months. 
By 2 Brevard's Dig. Laws of South Carolina, p. 237., any free negro, mulatto, mestizo, 
or slave, guilty of harboring, &.c. a runaway slave or slaves, charged or accused of 
any criminal matter, if a slave, shall receive such corporal punishment, not extending 
to life and limb, as the court shall think fit ; and if a free negro, &c. shall forfeit to the 
use of tlie owner, £10 for the first day, so harbored or concealed, and £1 for every 
day after; and if unable to pay said forfeiture, shall be publicly sold to pay the same, 
lb. p. 257. harboring any negro illegally brought into the state, shall forfeit and pay 
$100, for every such offence. 
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an all the counts in the declaration, except the one for harboring 
and maintaimng the slave as a runaway. Upon that count we think 
tliere can be no doubt as to what verdict they should have found, 
under the facts which form the case. The act of assembly gives 
a penalty, where any person shall " harbor or maintain under any 
pretence whatever, any runaway servant or slave-" 

Now, It has been contended by the plaintitPs counsel, that if the 
slave was a runaway, and was in the possession of defendant, and 
retained by him, that it was then such a case as was provided for 
by the act, which from the words, ** under any pretence," would 
reach every possible case. That the legislature was competent 
to give a penalty in such a case, we do not deny, but feel warranted 
in saying they have not said so, or intended it, in this case. 

The act has in express words given a penalty for harboring;-^ 
harboring is a term well understood in our law, and means a /raw- 
dulent concealment ; and the legislature not having said in what a 
maintaining under any pretence consists, we are left to find it out by 
construction. To us it seems clear, that it is a safe rule in con- 
struction, where acts of a known and definite meaning are de- 
scribed as constituting an oflfence, and then other words of a. ge- 
neral nature are used as synonimous with the former, and 
apparently with a view of giving the act a liberal construction in 
suppression of the mischief, that these general expressions should 
not render penal by construction, any act which does not partake 
of the qualities of the act speciall'^ set forth. Such a construction 
would lead us to say, that the maintaining, intended by the legisla- 
ture, was secret and fraudulent ; this being neg-atived ^ the state- 
ment of the case, we think the jury should have found for the de- 
fendant on this count, and are all of opinion there should be judg* 
ment for defendant. 

3. 

Gordon, by his next friend v. Farquhar. June T. 1823. Peck's 

Tennessee Rep. 155. 

ilarboving Per Cur. Haywood, J. This was a warrant in debt, before a 
ilonennder justice of the peace, for fifty dollars, founded on the act of 1799, 
ifopmf, ^» enticing and persuading a certain slave mimed 

aixl not Violet, from the service of the plaintiff, her master. The cause 
to subtract Went mto the circuit court by appeal, where there was a trial and 
Som die verdict for the defendant. The clause ifi the ^ct on which the 
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warrant was fouuded, declares *^that if any person shall hereafter ownur, 
entice or persuade any servant or slave to absent him or herself IVi'ho act ' 
Irom his or her owner's ser vice, or shall harbor or maintain under a„(|^'„g'"J|""t 
any pretence whatever." imri)onng 

On the trial it appeared, that the defendant met with the slave, 
who was absent under a pass or permit from the plaintiflf, who 
claimed to be ,the owner under a purchase at sheriff's sale, and 
claiming an interest in the slave under a deed of trust, which deed 
was held by Tubb as trustee ; he directed the slave to go to Tubb, 
who he said had a claim to her,under which direction the slave went. 

The deed of trust was shown in defence, but it was insisted it 
was fraudulent, and should be viewed as a nullity. No part of the 
charge of the court is called in question, so far as it goes, but it is 
insisted that the judge should have charged the jury, that if the de- 
fendant claimed the girl by a deed fraudulent and void in law, he 
could not, by virtue thereof, justify persuading and enticing her 
from her owner's service. But the court, though requested, re- 
fused so to charge, having charged " that though the defendant 
might have persuaded her to put herself under the protection of 
Tubb ; yet, if he did it under a belief that he had a good equita- 
ble or a legal title in Tubb, then he is not embraced in the act of 
assembly." 

The words, " under any pretence whatever," in the act of as- 
sembly, are referable to the harboring, not to the words " entice 
Jtjorit the service of th£ owners ;" this latter sentence means an ac- 
kfiov/ledged owneTj not one whose claim is opposed by that of the 
defendant, by vlytu« of another claim of his ovri^? If the prior 
possession is to be legarded, and he who is the oiviiev with open 
possession is hot to be disturbed, then a new possession taken by 
force and avowediy as a recaption, is not the object of the penal- 
ty awarded by this law, for that is but a restitution to the state, 
from which it ought not to have been taken, and one which is ef- 
fected without force, and not without a justificatory motive. The 
penalty is to be recovered before a justice of the peace, and cer- 
tainly it cannot be pretended that the justice must decide on the 
merits of the respective claims, of course he caiinot determine 
whether one of the claims be fraudulent or not. He can only en- 
quire into the mtUve of the person charged, and whether it be 
such as the act edndemns, that is, a desire to meddle with the pro- 
perty of another, to which the defendant had himself no colera- 
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ble claim, and to subtract from the owner, profits which the offen- 
der has no reason or pretence for claiming. 

4. 

Roquet v. Richardson. March T. 1832. 3 Louisiana Rep. 452. 

A person Damages were claimed from the defendant, on the ground of 

possession Concealed and employed a runaway slave belonging to the 

«f ^^aiaje plaintilf. The general issue was pleaded, and it appeared from the 

right or ti- testimony, that a female slave aged about twelve years, was brought 

\m motives defendant's house by a carman, to whom she had stated she 

be not "vtras free. She remained with the defendant for nearly a year, dur- 

crimmal, is . , . , . it. . /. 

liable for mg which time every publicity was given to the fact of her living 
to vvhTdi' there, and attempts made to discover whether she was a slave, and 
the owner iq whom shc belonged. There was no paper published in the 

IS put to re- " . 1 r r 

cover tlie parish where the defendant resided ; nor did it contain a jail ; — ^it 

was further shown that the defendant was a justice of the peace. 

The pkintiff proved property in the slave ; that he had advertised 

her in the papers of New Orleans as a runaway, and expended 

one hundred dollars in endeavoring to recover her. There was 

judgment for the defendant in the court below, and the plaintiff 

appealed. 

Per Cur. Mathews^ J. In this case, damages are claimed from 
the defendant, on account of the concealment and detention of a 
female slave, the property of the plaintiff. The court below ren- 
dered judgment in favor of the former, from which the latter ap- 
pealed. The amount claimed is in conformity with the acts of the 
legislature, (part of the Black Code,) passed in 1807 and 1809, 
and which relate to the penalty and punishment for harboring and 
concepJing runaway slaves. These acts seem intended to fix the 
penalties to which offenders against their provisions may be legally 
subjected on conviction ; they are pecuniary, but may be changed 
into imprisonment, if the persons convicted has not the means ne- 
cessary to pay to owners of slaves the compensation accorded. 
See, Moreau's Dig. p. 119-20. In addition to the compensation 
allowed to owners, by the first article, a fine is imposed for the 
benefit of the parish, wherein the offender may be convicted, by 
the second. Same hook, p. 121. These laws are evidently penal, 
and have relation to public offences. Whether the owner of a 
slave, which may have been concealed or hired without leave, can 
pursue the person offending, in a civil action, and on proof of the 
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offence recover the penalty prescribed by law 1 is a question which 
the present case (according to the testimony,) does net require to 
be settled, as we are of opinion with the court below that the proof 
does not establish any criminal concealment or illegal hiring 
against the defendant. The petition contains a claim for damages 
to the amount of one hundred dollars, exclusive of the penalty 
fixed by law. The testimony is somewhat coutradictory as to the 
value of the services of the slave. She is a girl about twelve years 
of age, and if healthy, her work and labor must be presumed to be 
worth something. Be this, however, as it may, it is in evidence 
that one hundred dollars were paid by the husband of the plaintiff, 
in recovering possession of this slave. Although the conduct of 
the defendant, as shown by the proof of the cause, cannot be held 
as criminal, yet viewed either as an individual or a justice of the 
peace, there is such remissness and negligence on his part, as ought 
to subject him to all loss and damages actually suffered by the 
plaintiff in relation to her property, of which he had possession, 
without right or title. Judgment reversed. 

5. 

Strawbridge v. Turner, et al. March T. 1836. 9 Louisiana 

Rep. 213. 

This was an action brought by the plaintiff to reco^^er from the Where the 
defendants, owners of the steamboat Chesapeake, the value of a aTteam-*^^ 
slave alleged to have been illegally employed by the captain of the ^^^^ ^^^^J' 
boat as a hand, without the authority or consent of the plaintiff ; to be em- 
and while in this service was drowned. Eand 011^ ^ 

Per Cur. Martin, J, The plaintiff claims the value of a slave, clp-^ 
employed as a hand on board the steamboat Chesapeake, by the tain, witii- 
defendants, without his authority or consent, and who was drown- thority and 
ed by jumping or falling overboard. This case was before this h?8*^Se°r 
court last year, and remanded for a new trial. See B Louisiana and he was 

accidentaly 

Reports 537. drowned, 

After the cause was remanded, and before the second trial, the fhe'^ovmers 
plaintiff amended his petition, by the addition of an averment, that 

^ . were re- 

the defendants, by due diligence, might have prevented the slav'2 sponsible 
being employed as a hand. The part:es went to trial on this addi- vahie!* 
tional allegation to the former cause of action. There was a 
second verdict and judgment for the plaintiff, and the defendants 
appealed. 

The fact of the slave being employed as a hand on board the 
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steamboat, was fully proved. It (mihr.r appears^ that the plaintiiT 
on hearing his slave xvas on board, went there with the intention 
ofarrestin!^ him, and in the attempt, the boy, in endeavoring to ef- 
fect his escape, fell overboard, and was drowned. 

The defendant's counsel, urged with some earnestncsr: in ine 
argument of the case, that the hiring and employment oi the slave 
was not the immediate cause of the drowning ; but that it was oc- 
casioned immediately by the pursuit of the master. 

The plaintiff on the other hand, produced evidence which shows 
clearly the want of due diligence in the owners of the steamboat, 
in suffering the slave in question to be engaged for several days in 
imloading and loading her in the city of New Orleans, where they 
resided. This they could have prevented and did not. The plain- 
tiiY has had two verdicts in his favor. His slave absconded, and 
went on hoard the steamboat in an illegal and improper manner. 
He was illegally and without authority hired by the master, of 
which fact the jury seem to have believed the owners had notice. 
It does not appear that thej made any inquiry whether he was 
employed on board with or without the knowledge and consent of 
the plaintiff, his master. The verdict must therefore stand, and 
remain undisturbed. 
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ABATEMENT, iSeo I/iring.] 

AlJSENCR, 

Leav(D of, [See Fugii'wc] 
AiisoLUTE, Deed, [S(3P Deed,] 

Property, [See Frauds ] 

Vice, [.Seo Warrant}/,] 
Abuse, 

of slaves, [See Liahilities to mas 
tcr. 
ArcEssoRv, 

before the fact, [See Crimci.} 
Account, [See Mortgage, Remainder.} \ 

ACNOWLEDGMENT, 

by possessor, [See Fraud 

ACQUITTALj 

Judgment of, [See Crimes ] 
V^erdict of, [See Liabilities of mas- 
ter and others.] 

x\cT10NS, 

against Co-tenant, [Sec Rccoiicn/.] 
joint, for freedom, [See Freedom.] 
on tlic Case, [See Harboring. De- 
ceit J 

for Damages, [See Liahiiitics of 

and to master. Damages.] 

of Detinuci. [See Detinue. Mori- 
gage. Fosscssion. Fugitive.] 

For the price of shives, [See War- 
raniif.] 

of quanti-minoris, [ih.] 
of Recovery, [See IXccovcry.] 
liedhibitor}'. [Sec Warranti/.] 
to rescind the sale, [ib.] 
of Trespass for labor and .services, 
[Sec Damages.] 



of benevolence. lib.] 
Criminal, [i/>.] 
of North Carolina, See GiffSy 
Public. Manumission of Dau(i;h-' 

t(T, by, [See Emancipation.] 
of servants, [See JjiabiHiies ofmas" 
tcr.] 

Administration, [See Emancipation.] 
Administrator, [See Detinue.] 
assent by, [See Possession.] 
Reclaiming a slave by, [See Emau" 
cipation.] 
Admission, 

of freedom, [See Emancipation.] 
AoMissiniUTV, 

of parol evidence, [See Hiring ] 
Advancemknt, 

to a child, [Seo Parent ] 
Advkrsk, 

possession, See infant. lAmitation. 
Morfgairr. Possession. Property.] 
Advertisement, 

of unreclaitne'.] slave, [See Fugitive.] 
anbciing rights of master, [ib ] 
Africa .xs, 

Negroes imported from Madagas- 
car mav he slaves. LI 
Are slaves since brought into colo- 
nics. 12 

Age, 

certain slaves directed to bo set 
free at, [See Emancipation .] 
slave under thirty years, [ib.] 
particular, manumission by will to 



take eflect at, [ib. 
of Trespass, and false imprison- | Agent, 
nient, Freedom.] j Lnportation of slaves by, [See 

of Warranty, [See Wan-a/i^y.] j Emaacipation.] 



in suits for freedom. [SceFrccdovi.] 
civil, for enticing away slave, See 
Liabilities to inaster.] 
Acts, of Slaves, [Seo Liabilities of 
master.] 



A slave may be, [Sec Liabilities of 
masler.] 

Public, sales by, [See JVarranf!/.] 

AoREIiMENT, 

for freedom, [vSec .Emanci.pation.] 
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Parol, loan of slaves under, [See 

Possession,] 
aid of .Jiagistrato, to prevent trans- 
portation of slavy, [See Emanci- 
pation.'] 

Alleoation, 

that a slave was a thief, [See 
Warranty.] 

Animo, Morandi, [See Ei\iancipation.] 

Ancestors, \ 

Indian, descent froni, iSee Judg- 
ment. Freedom.] 

Another, 

state, removal of slaves to, [See 
Emancipation.] 

Appucation, 

of warranty to other chattels, [See 
Warranty.] 

Apportionment, 

of wages, [See Hiring.] 

Assaulting, 

of slaves, [SeeLiabilities to master.] 

Assembly, 

Unlawful, slave at, ib» 

Assent, 

by Administrator, [See Detinue. 
Possessioti.] 

by Executor, [See Detinue ] 
of State, to will or deed of manu- 
mission, [See Emancipation.] 
Assets, 

for the benefit of creditors, [See 
Slaves.] 

slaves are considered as, [ib.] 
slaves ia the hands of executors, 
[See Executor.] 

Assumpsit, [See Mortgage.] 

Attachment, 

Against fugitive slaves, [See Fugi- 
tive.] 

for debts of vendor, [See Sale.] 
when writ of, may issue, [See Free- 
dom.] 
Attempt, 

By a negro to ravish a white wo- 
man, [See Crimes.] 
to murder a slave, [See Liiabilities. 
to master.] 

to compel master to accept com- 
pensation, [See Emancipation.] 
Attendance, 

medical, upon a slave, [See Lia" 
bilities of master.] 



AuTHORITy, 

slaves, acting wilh or not, [Seo 
Liabilities of master.] 
Aunt, 

maternal, judgment in favor of, 
[See Judgment.] 
BAILEE, [See Consideration.] 
Bar, 

for recovery of Dower. [See Dc" 
vise. 
Bastardy, 

Imprisonment of slave for. [See 
Fugitive.] 
Battery, 

of slaves. [See Liabilities to mas- 
ter.] 

Beating Slaves. [ib.] 
Benefit, 

of creditors, assets for, [See 

Slaves.] 
of slave, [See Emancipation.] 
Benevolence, 

acts of, [See Liabilities of master.] 
Beqvest, 

of liberty, [See Emancipation.] 
Bill, cf Sale^ 

[See GiftSf Mortgages^ S«/e,] 
Warranty.] 
Blacks, presumed slaves from color 195 

BONA-FIDB. 

Loans, [See Fraud ] 
Vendee, [See Fugiiive.Vendee.] 
Bond, to restore slave, [See Hiring.] 
Broker, sale by, [See Warranty.] 
Buyer, 

of a slave on condition, [See Con- 
dition.] 
CAPITAL-CHARGE. 

Against slaves, [See Liabilities of 
Master.] 

crinje, [See ib. Warranty ] 
felony, {ib.] 
offence, [ib.] 
Carolina, North, [See Crimes Gifts,] 
South, [See Incapacity., Warranty.] 
CASE-Action on, [See Harboring ] 
Redhibitory, [See Warranty.] 
Certificate, of manumission. 

Registory of, [See Emancipation.] 
Cession of North West Territory, [See 

Emancipation.] 
Chancery, Court of, [See Recovery ] 
Charge, 

Capita), [See Liabilities Master.] 
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C11ATTKL8, 

other, application of Warranty as 
to, [See Wrranty,] 
Personal, slaves are consider- 
ed. 2, 37 

Child, 

petition for freedom by, [See 
JSmajicipation,] 

conveyance of slaves to, [See Pa- 
reni.] 

slavesjdevised to, [See Remainder.] 
wiien a statu-liberi [See ISvinKci- 
pation.] 

CniLnREN, Grand, [See Devise.] 

bond or free according to condition 
of mother, 3. 24 

Bornduring life of devisee slaves. 26 
Born during a qualified manumis- 
sion of their mothers, are slaves. 35 
Manumission of, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

of a statu-liber, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

[See Increase, Division, Mortgage.] 
Citizen, importation of slaves by, [See 

Emancipation.] 
Claim, 

of freedom, [See Freedom. Pre- 
scription.] 

for hire, {See Hiring.] 
of a slave, by prescription, [See 
Prescription.] 
Colonies, ,^ 

Africans brought into, [See Afri- 
cans.] 

Color, [See Freedom.] 

persons of, presumed slaves. 57. 
" " free in certain cases, 

»* " *' entitled to a trial 

by jury, [See Crimes.] 

Common Law, 

rules, as to remainder, [See Re- 
mainder.] 

[See Gambling, Crimes.] 
Compensation, 

attempt to compel master to ac- 
cept, 

[See Emancipation.] 
in money, when may be raado for 
slaves, [See Division.] 
CoMPLiED-Contract, 

of manumission, [See Liabilities 
of Master.] 

CoNmTEON, 



of persons. Power of State to 
change, [See Emancipation.] 
of service, in a deed of emancipa- 
tion, [ib.] 

in a sale, (See Remainder,] 
of slaves, do not depend exclusively 
on civil or feudal law. 10 
where the buyer purchases a slave 
on, to return him in a specified 
time if he does not like him, and in 
the moan time the slave is injured, 
the buyer may return him and m 
not liable if he took such care as a 
man of prudence takes of i»s own 
concerns. 68 
OoNwiTioNAL-Sale, [See Possessio?i.] 
Confession, 

of slave aspriccipal, [See Crimes.} 
Congress, 

ordinance of 1787, [See Emanci- 
pation.] 

Connecticut, [See Fugitive.] 

Consideration, 

of deed, when may be inquired 
into. 55 
Of marriage, [See Gift..] 
of policy, [See Einancipation.] 

Constitution, 

of Indiana, [See Emancipation.] 
of Ohio, [ib.] 

Contracts, 

incapacity of slaves to make, [See 
Incapacity.] 

made by the slave, [See Liabili- 
ties to Master.] 

of manumission, between master 
and slave, [ib.] 
complied with by the slave, [See 
Emancipation, Liabilities of Mas- 
ter.] 

emancipatfon by, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Executory, [See Warranty.] 
Contract, 

Parol, of title to slaves by, 59 
Contravention of law, 

a bequest of liberty to slaves in [See 

Emancipation.] 
Conveyance, to a child, [See Parent.] 
Conviction, 

of marriage of white woman with a 

slave, [See White Persons. 
Costs, 

for criminal prosecution of slaves, 
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[Seo Liabilities of mastei:] 
of suit, when recoverable, [Sco 
Damages.] 
Co-tenant, [See Recovery,'] 
Counsel, lor pauper [Seo Freedom.] 
CouKT OF Equity, |See Emancipa- 

tion. Freedom.] 
Covenant, of title, [Seo Remainder.] 
to return slave hired, [Seo Hiring.] 
Crazinkss, of slave [Seo Warranti/.] 
CuKD irons, [Seo Frauds^ Gifts.] 

i\ssets for benefit of, [Sec Slaves.\ 
of Kmancipator, [Seo Emancipa- 
tion.] 

of father, [See .Possession.] 
judgment, [ib.] 
rights, violation of, [See Emanci- 
pation.] 

of loanee of slaves, [See Possession. 
Criminal, 

acts, [See Liabiliiies of master.] 

costs, \ib.] 

motives not, [See Harboring.] 
Crimes, 

Notwitstandlng the North Carolina 
act of 1741, a slave, tried for a 
capital crime may be convicted on 
the testimony of a slave, though 
UL'corroboratedby pregnant circum- 
stances. 204 
An Indictment for ^lie murder of a 
slave which concludes at common 
law, is good. 210 
A slave on trial for a capital felony 
js entitled to a jury of slave owners 
[See Note to this case,] 212 
The master of a slave cannot be 
compelled to testify on an indict- 
ment of his slave for a capital 
offence. 214 
Slaves are not liable to be punished 
.>vith death, in any case where a 
freeman is not subject to the same, 
except only in the cases mentioned 
in the 47 sec. of the act of 1741 ; 
and the discretion allowed in these j 
cases must apply to the quantum or 
measure^ not to the degree of pirn- 
ishment. 219 
Free persons of color are entitled 
!o a trial by jury, and cannot be 
tried for oflences by justices of the 
peace, ^22 
A slave cannot be twice tried and 



punished for the same olfonco, [Soe 
Note to this case ] 222 
Tho confession of a slave of his 
own guilt as principal, is evidence 
on the trial of a white man as ac- 
cessory before the fact. 22^^ 
The statut«3 relative to the tribunal 
for tho trial o< negroes, &c. is ox 
elusive. 223 
Attempt by a negro to ravish a 
white woman under or above tlie 
the nge of twelve years, is a felony 
punishable with death. 224 
Though a judgment of acquittal was 
rendered in prisoner's favor where 
on an attempt of carna! knowledge, 
he tifed no force. 224 
[See Liabilities of Master. Warranti/.] 
Curing, 

slave, of disease, [See Liabilities of 
master.] 
DAMAGES, 

for the negligence of a slave, [See 
Liabilities of JMasier.] 
as to, for illegally holding a person 
in slavery. 409 
Held that negroes and mulattoes are 
not entitled to — for detention, while 
held in slavery. 409 
Where, nominal only, will be giv- 
en. 

A person who has recovered free- 
dom, may maintain an action of 
trespass for labor and services 
whilst held in slavery. 409 
Where costs of suit and wages are 
recoverable by a slave who has 
prosecuted for her freedom. 410 
[See Liabilities of and to Master 
and others.' Recovery:] 
Dau(;hter, 

devise to— for life,[See Remainder.] 
manumission of— by mother of 
slave, [See Emancipation ] 
infant, [See Possession.] 
married, loan of slaves to, [See 
Frauds.] 

slaves sent to husband's house on 
niarriage, or afterwards, are gifts to 
husband. 72. 73 

Death, 

u contract of manumission after 

owner's, [See Emancipation ] 

of husband, in lifetime of wife, [Sea 
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Dcvise,]o(a\viVo hired, [See Hiring.]' 
punishment ot* slaves, with, [See 
Crimes.] 

of tenant for life of slaves, [See 
Hiring.] 

of Testjitor, [See Devise., Hiring.] 
of dovisoo for life, [Sea Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Debts, of fugitive slave, [See Fugitive.] 
of testator, [See Emancipation ] 
husband's, [See Frauds.] 
of vendor, [See Possession^ Sale.] 
" " Attachment for, ib. 

DECIi'fT, 

in an action upon the case in the 
nature of^ — the defect must be ma- 
terial. 130 
Of seller, [See Warranf-rj.] 
Declarations, 

in detinue, [See Detinue, 
of tenant's for life. [See Hiring,] 
or promises to a Slave, [See Eman- 
cipation.] 

parol, by owner of slave, [See 
Freedom.] 
Decree, 

of a court of equity, [See Emanci- 
pation.] 

rendition of, [See Hiring.] 
Deduction, 

of price of slave, [See Warranty.] 
DEEd, of emancipation when void, [See 

Emancipation.] 

" not properly recorded, {ib.] 
when consideration of, may be in- 
quired into. [See Gifts.] 55. 

Defects, material, [See Deceit.] 
mental, [See Warranty.] 
redhibitory, [ib.] 

Defraud, 

intention to, [See Parent, Pos- 
session.] 

Delivery, - 

of slaves, [See Gifts, Possession.] 
" fictitious, [See Sale.] 

Demand, by owner, [See Hiring.] 

special,of hirer when necessary, [i6.] 

Demmurrer, [See Emancipation.] 

Descendant, 

of Spanish woman, [See Emanci- 
pation,] 

Descent, [See Incapacity.] 

from Indian ancestors. [See Juig- 
meni.] 



Detl\ue, 

Judgment in. The Pluintiflf is on- 
titled to the specific slave if in the 
defendants power, a tender of the 
ultimate value is no discharge un- 
less the plainiifl* elects to take 
it. ^ 432 

Declaration in, must state plninti<f 's 
ownership, and the names of the 
slaves. 433 
An heir cannot maintain an action 
for slaves without assent of adminig 
trator. 43 
But a devisee may, without execu- 
tors assent. 434 
No demand previous to writ neces- 
sary. 434 
Executors and administrators may 
maintain action of, 434 

[See Fugitive. Mortgage. Possession, 
Recovery.] 

Devise 

general — slaves pass as personal es- 
tate under, 39 
Will pass all those which the testa- 
tor had at his death, and the devise 
speaks from the time of his 
death. 59 
Incapacity of slaves to take by, 

[See Incapacity.] 
Held that grand-children might 
claim under a devise of slaves, by 
the description of children, in cases 
where there are no children. 58 
Profits of slave devised, [See Re- 
mainder.] 

To a slave, in Virginia over forty-f 
five years of age, is invalid, 319 
Where a man devises certain slaves 
to his wife during her life or widow- 
hood and died intestate as to other 
slaves, and she afterwards married ; 
held that by not recovering her first 
husband's will, was a bar from re- 
covering her dower in the undevised 
slaves. 328 
[See Emancipation Remainder.] 
Devisee, 

Held, that where a negro woman 
was devised to one during the life 
of, and then to be free ; children 
born during the life of — would be 
slaves. 26 
The same principle adopted in 
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New- York. ^26 
[Soo Detinue^ Emancipation^ Ex' 
ecu tors j 
Dbvifor, [Soo Remainder.] 

Curing a siavo of, [See LiabiHiica 
of master. 

Disguising violence of, [See War' 
ranty.\ 

Incurable, [ih.] 
Distributee, [See Possdsaion,] 
DivisioN,of Slaves, [See note] 183 
Compensation in money may be 
made, wbon slaves cannot be di- 
vided without separating infant 
children from their motliers, and 
the court may order Sheriff to hire 
them out. 183 
Must be according to the laws of 
the owner's domicil. 184 
DoMiciL, [See Division.] 
Donation, 

of Slaves is void without an esti- 
mate, in Louisiana. 66 
To an infant, [See Infant.] 
Donee, Gift of a slave to, [See Possession, 
In possession by gift, and under 
the Statute of Limitations, [See 
Gifts.] 
DoNou, [See Qifts.] 
Power, [See »o^e.] 181 
Slaves of wife, right of husband's 
representatives to, [See Wife.] 
Where a widow holding slaves as- 
jnarries, they belong to the second 
husband and his representatives, 
until her death. 181 
Slaves held in right of, vest in the 
second husband, and in bis repre- 
sentatives during the life of the wi- 
dow, subject only to her right of, 
as part of her husband's es- 
tate. 182 
And her right to manumit them, is 
gone. 183 
Bar for recovery of, [See Devise.] 
Drunkenness, [See Warranty] 
EMANCIPATION, of Slaves. 

The|pwner of a. slave is at liberty 
to reaounce his right, absolutely or 
in any modified manner, yet con- 
siderations of policy may justify 
legislative interference. 279 
X^iberates the slave as to die own* 



er and all the world, excepting 
only bona fide creditors, or some 
other person who has a better 
right than the emancipator. 280 
In Louisiana, a deed of emancipa- 
tion of a slave under thirty years of 
age, is void. 281 
A deed of, not properly recorded, 
gives no title to freedom. 284 
But the rule in Kentucky is diffe- 
rent. 284 
If a master gives freedom to his 
slave, under an express condition, 
that he shall serve him, (the mas- 
ter) until his death, and the slave 
afterwards refuses to serve, and at- 
tempts to compel his master to ac- 
cept a monthly compensation there- 
for, ho cannot obtain his freedom 
after the master's death. 285 
The idea that a will emancipating 
slaves, or a deed of manumission, 
is void in Tennessee, is ill-founded ; 
it is binding on the representatives 
of the Deviser in one case^ and the 
grantor in the other ; and commu- 
nicates but an imperfect right to 
the slave, until the State assents to 
the contract, and it makes no dif- 
ference whether the assent of the 
State was had before the will or 
contract made. 287 
Where the mother of a slave nianu- 
mits lisr daughter by a pubJic act, 
to take effect upon the mother's 
death, the child is, in trie mesne- 
tjme, a statu liber, [See note to 
this ease.] 305 
And the children of a statu liber^ 
born before the grantor's death are 
slaves. 306 
Where the overseers of a town ma- 
numitted a slave, the certificate of 
which was registered at the request 
of the executors of the owner, the 
court held it to be a sufficient ma- 
numission of the slave, and evi- 
dence to charge the town with bis 
maintenance. 307 
Upon an informal emancipation, 
the master promising to comply 
with the legal formalities, does not 
affect his rights until he does 
so. 307 
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A conlract to manumit by tho 
owner after his death, is obli- 
gatory, 309 
The manumission of a nlave by 
two of three joiiit owners, entitU)s 
him to freedom, especially, where 
the other owner suffers him to act 
as free, and does not claim him as 
a slave. 310 
Not valid where creditor's rights 
are violated. 310 

[See note to this case] 
In Maryland an infant and a slave 
under the age of forty-five years 
cannot be emancipated. 311 
Held by tho court, that Emancipa- 
tion by deed oi* will made before 
May 1782, even whero freedom is 
to take effect at a future time, is un- 
lawful and void. 311 
A bequest of liberty to slaves, in 
contravention of the law of the 
state, is void. 311 
The same where a will has been 
declared inoperative by a decree of 
a court of equity. 312 
On a petition for freedom by a 
child whose parent was to be free 
on the death of a devisee for life, 
and during which life the child was 
born — a demurrer will lie. 313 
Of a female slave, with a reserva- 
tion that her future increase shall 
be slaves, the reservation is void. 31 
To render a manumission effectual, 
there must be some certificate or 
writing, delivered by the master to 
the slave or to some third person 
for his benefit. 313 
A manumission, when of a certain 
age, and permitted by law, is good, 
but not against creditors or pur- 
chasers. 314 
Manumission, dependent on the laws 
permitting the same, 315 317. 
Whether a slave who is directed to 
be set free at a certain age by his 
masters last will, can have the aid 
of a magistrate to prevent his trans- 
portation out of the state before the 
time ofenfranchisement. 317 
Where a manumission by will is 
given to take effect at a particular 
age, and the slaves are afterv/ards 



removed to another slate. 319 
A devise emancipating the slaves 
of tho testator with their children 
at thirty years of ago, manumits 
tho children when tho molhor at- 
tains that age. 326 
A manumission by will, gives no 
title to freedom whore tho personal 
estate is not sufficient to pay tho 
debts of the testator. 327 
A slave cannot bo emancipated by 
a nuncupative will, nor by an execu- 
tory or conditional instrument in 
M'riting. 328 
And are subject to the debts of 
testator. * 330 
No declaration or promise made to 
a slave, or for his benefit, by tho 
owner or any other person, can bo 
enforced by a court of law or 
equity. 331 
Con ta, where the slave was sold 
for a term of years, with an agree- 
ment that he should be manumited 
at its expiration by the vendee^ 
which was done ; held that ho was 
entitled to freedom. ^ 332 
A master who agrees to frc^ his 
slave for a certain sum, cannot be 
compelled to do so after a partiaF 
payment only. 332 
Parol evidence of an agreement for 
the freedom of a slave is inadmis 
sible. 334 
If the owner of a slave renjove with 
his family from Kentucky to Ohio, 
animo morondi, taking her thither 
as part of his family, she becomes 
free ipso facto. 335 
An agreement by a master going 
with slave into a state where slavery 
does not exist, to accept a tempo- 
rary servitude of the slave, is an 
admission of freedom, which he 
nor others under him cannot de- 
ny. 339 
Where a slave was taken by his 
master from Virginia into Mary- 
and, where llMJ law declares that 
slaves carried into for sale or to re- 
side shall be free, and after a resi- 
dence of twelve? years, was taken 
back into Virginia, Held by the 
court that he was free. 339 
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Maryland, and aflei'Wards imported 
back into Virginia in manifest vio- 
lation of tho statute, is free. 355 
Tiio treaty of cession by Virginia 
to tho United >States, does not ren 
dor void that article of the ordinance 
of Congress of 1787, prohibiting sla- 
very in tho North West Territory : 
any state, by its constitution may 
prohibit slavery within its limits, 
and slaves born within tho limits of 
the North West Territory since 
tho ordinance of 1787 are 
free. 340. 35G 

The power of a State to change tiie 
condition of persons held under its 
laws in slavery cannot be ques- 
tioned* 346 
The residence of a sluve in a free 
state contrary to his master's will 
or consent, does not deprive the 
owner of his right of propery. 347 
Held in Maryland that a slave is 
not free under the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, where the hirer is an in- 
fent. 348 
A sojourn of a slave in France ef- 
fects an immediate emancipation, 
so that hsr former owner on his re- 
turn with her to Louisiana could 
not reduce her to slavery. 348 
Purchase of a slave in a country 
where slavery is not tolerated. 349 
In Indiana slavery is prohibited by 
the constitution. 352 
A negro held under a deed exe- 
cuted in Virginia, in servitude in 
Ohio, is entitled to freedom by the 
constitution. 354 
A negro born out of the State, de- 
scended from a Spanish woman, ad- 
Judged free. 355 
The act prohibiting the importa- 
tion of slaves in Virginia, applies to 
voluntary importations only. 356 
Contra, 382 
But the importation may be by an 
agent, 380 
A slave voluntarily brought by his 
owner into the State of Massachu- 
setts, is free.^ 357 
A sojoutft of ihe njaster with his 
slave for six ttioeths in Pennsylva- 



nia, Will entitle tho slave to free - 
dom. 375 
As to tho reclaiming of a slave who 
had escaped from his master in 
Virginia to Massachusetts, by the 
administrator of the owner. 370 
As to importation of slaves by citi- 
zens after a temporary residence 
abroad. 378 
Certain formalities of the act of 
1792, need not be observed by citi- 
zens of Virginia removing from 
the State with their slaves and re- 
turning with them. 379 
In Louisiana a slave does not be- 
come free on being illegally im- 
ported into the State. 380 
A slavo brotight into the State of 
New- York after June 1785, and 
sold after October 1801, is entitled 
to be free. 381 
Sale in New- York by due course of 
administration. 381 
An imported slave must be regis- 
tered in Virginia, or he Vv'ili be en- 
titled to freedom. 381 
A minor in Virginia can do no act 
to affect his rights under the act to 
prevent importation. 382 
The child of a slave, born in 
Pennsylvania, is free. 383 
The indenture of service of a slave, 
who binds herself to serve her mis- 
tress in a free state, in considera- 
tion of manumission, is void. 383 
Held in New- York, where a per- 
son brings an action against anoth- 
er, he cannot claim him as his 
slave. 385 
A devise of property to a slave by 
the owner, entitles the slave to free- 
dom by implication. 385 
Of a slave under thirty years of age 
is void in Louisiana. 386 
Blode and effect of, [see note.] 386 

Emancipator, [See Emancipation.] 

Employment, 

slave not acting in master's, [See 
Liabilities of master. 

Enfranchisement, [See Emancipa" 
tion.] 

Enticing — away, [See Liabilities to 
master.] 

Same where a slave was; carried to 
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court of, |Soo Emancipation. Free \ Creditors of, iSoo Possei<.sion,\ 
doui.\ \ Donee's |«oo lnfauL\ 

Decree of, [See Emancpation.] Slaves of— sent to ioii-iii-lavv, [See 

EsciiKAT, aijh.\ 
T. tlio state, Slaves do not, |Seo Fki.onv, 

Slaves.] capital, trial lor, iSce Crimcs.\ 

Estate, ^ I Sec Stealing.} 

Pcvsom\\^\iioo Emancipation, l*cr- Fkmai.k, 

sonal Estate.] ; Slaves of, [See Husband.] 

Personal and Real, slaves are con- Femalr Slavks, {See Increase] 
sidercd. 2. 36. 37 j Fi:mk-So1o, 

EviDENCK, I marriage of, [^co Remainder.] 

Hearsay, [See Freedom.] i FicTrrious", sale, [Soe Gifts.] 

Of fraud, [See Mortgage^ Pos- Delivery, [See NwifeJ " 

session.] j Fivk, years. 

Of property, [See Fosses'^ion ] Possession of a slave in Kentucky, 

Parol. [See Emancijjaiion^ Jfi- und N'irginia, [See .Possession.] 

ring^ Mortgage, Warranhj.] [Setj Frauds.] 

Presumptive, [See Possession, Z,i- Foiuialities, legal, [See Emaneipa^ 
ahilities to master.] tion. 
Rule of, in suits for freedom, [See Forms, 

Freedom.] of action, in suits for freedom, [See 

[See Judgment.] j Freedom.] 

Execution, j Foknication, 

Seizure of slaves under, [See Pos- \ imprisonment for, [See I'\igitive.\ 
session.] I France, 

Executors, | sojourn of a slave in, [See Eman- 

Assent, [See Detinue.] cipalion.] 



Held that slaves devised, are not 
assets in the hands of, but belong 



Frauds [See Note at foot of page 87. 
Five years possession gives an ab- 



to the devisee. 59 solute property unless otherwise 

Contra. [See Slaves.] declared by writing proved and re- 

When hire can bo recovered corded, [^qc Note to th is case.] 87 

by, [Sec Hiring.] This principle is founded on the 

[See Detinue, Emancipation, delusive credit acquired by the 

Wills, Warra?iti/.] I possessor, 398 

Executory, An acknowledgment by possessor 

Contract, [See Warrajitt/.] that the properly belongs to another 

Express, will not avail. 89 

Warranty, [See Warrantt/.] Slaves loaned to a married daugh- 

Extent, i ter, arc subject to be levied on and 

Of Warranty, as to increase. [See sold for tiK; debts of the husband 

Warranti/.] i by act of Tennesse of 1801, 

FACTS, ch25. lOG 

3Not discernible, omission to disclose '■ The third sec. of the same act, de- 

[.See Warranti/.] ; daring valid all bona fide loans as 

Knowledge of by purchaser, [ib.] \ between the parties, and as to crcd- 

[See Incapacity, Possession.] i iters, the property is in the loanee, 

False Imprisonment and Trespass, unless the loan is registered. 103 

Actions for, [See Freedom.] Statute of, [See Gifts.] 

Family, ! [See Possession.] 

Removal with slai^es into a free ; Fraudulent, 

State, [^ee Emancipation.] and void deeds and gifts, [See 

58 
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Freedom, 

Admission of, [See Emancipation.] 
claims for, are favored, 331 
*' [See Emancipation.] 
judgment of, [Sec Judgment.] 
petition for, [See Emancipation.] 
presumption of^ [See Prescription.] j 
selling a slave, entitled to, in fu- 
ture, [See Warranty.] | 
suits for, [See Note, page 388, and | 
Freedom.] \ 

i 

title to, [See Emancipation.] \ 
to a slave, under an express condi- j 
tion, [See ib,] j 
What length of possession of, re- \ 
quisite for time of prescription, 104 | 
In A'irginia, when slave entitled; 
to, under law of 1792. 338 1 

The rule of evidence in suits for, ! 
same as in other cases. 388 ; 

A suit for, may be brought in any ! 
state. 389 
The proper form of action in suits 
for, is trespass and false imprison- 
raent. 389 i 

In an action for, the court will order i 
the slaves protection and forthcom- j 
ing at the trial. 389 | 

A slave may maintain an action j 
for, against a person other than | 
master. 389 
A joint action for, may be main- 
tained by a mother and her chil- 
dren, 390 
A court of equity will in a proper 
case for, appoint counsel to pz-ose- 
cute for pauper. 391 
Onus probandi, rules as to, and on 
whom it lies, 392. 394. 404 , 

Presumption of slavery, arisiug j 
frorn color may be rebutted. 392 ; 
In a suit for, hear-say evidence ad- 
missible to prove pedigree of plain- 
tiff. 394 
Reputation of neighborhood as 
evidence in trial for. 395 
Contra. 407 
The validity of a recorded will can- 
not be questioned in a suit for. 395 \ 
Reputation or hear-say evidence i 
from Indian ance&tors when adniis- ' 
sible in trial for. 395 j 

Parol declarations by the owner of | 
a slave, that he purchased her to ' 



make her free, is evidence of niana» 
mission. 404 
A statu libera in Pennsylvania, 
past the age at which she is to be 
free, cannot bo held in slavery in 
l/ouisiana. 405 
Presumption of slavery in suits for, 
arises from a black complexion, 
none from a mulatto. 406 
A record of judgment in another 
suit in favoF of the freedom of the 
mother, may be used as evidence 
by the offspring. 407. 
AVhen a bill will lie by slaves who 
have instituted a suit for, to restrain 
defendant from removing and sel- 
ling them ; and when an attachment 
may issue to take them out of his 
hands, 414 
[See Emancipation.] 

Free Personsr 

of color, trial of, [See Crimes ] 

Free State residence in, [See Eman^^ 
cipafion.] 

Fugitive or runaway slaves, 

An attachment in another state 
against, for a debt contracted by 
the slave,and who has been reclaina- 
ed by his master, is illegal and 
void. 266 
A fugitive slave iniprisoned for for- 
nication and bastardy, will not be 
delivered to his master, unless secu- 
rity for the maiiitenaace of the child 
is given. 267 
A written agreement given by the 
master to his slave, to bargain and 
trade for himself for a stipulated 
period, and to pass and repass from 
Kentucky to Virginia, is unlawful 
and void, and will justify his being 
taken up as a runaway. 268 
The provisions of the statute for the 
sale of — are purely directory, and 
the original owner of a slave to be 
sold, will not be permitted to dis- 
turb the title of a bona fide vendee 
at a sheriff's sale, on account of ir- 
regularity in the sale ; but if the 
slave sell for a less amount on ac- 
count of such irregularity, indemni- 
fication I; .»y be obtained from the 
sheriff. 270 
lu Louisiana an unreclaimed slave 
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cannot be sold until two years after 
the date of the first advertise- 
ment. 275 
Where a defendant arrested a run- 
away slave and secured him in 
irons, and informs the owner (the 
Plaintiffj of his capture, proposing 
to purchase him, and the latter en- 
ters into a treaty therefor, that if 
the offer should be accepted, the 
slave should be put in irons and 
sent 10 him on the first opportunity, 
and the slave afterwards escapes, 
and a verdict is rendered for the 
defendant, the Supreme Court will 
not set it aside. 277 
The sale of a runaway slave from 
Connecticut, of which state the ven- 
dor and vendees were residents, 
though temporarily in New York, 
where the sale took, place, was 
valid. 279 
The law does not require a master 
to state in every pass to what place 
the slave shall be permitted to go — 
sufficient if It express a leave of 
absence for such a time. 279 
[.See Harboring.] 

Future Increase, [See Emancipation. 
Increase.'\ 

GAMBLING. 

With slaves, is no offence at com- 
mon law or by statute. 441 
Penalties for, with slaves, [See 
GoMbling.] 

General Devise, [Bee Devise.] 

Gifts, 

Absolute deed of slaves where the 
grantor remains in possession after 
the execution and recording, is frau- 
dulent and void as to creditors and 
subsequent purchasers, yet it can- 
not bo impeached by the parties or 
their representatives. 48 
A deed of, for slaves, which is not 
attested by a subscribing witness is 
Void* 4*^ 
The act of North Carolina of 1806 
requiring gifts of slaves to be au- 
thenticated by writing, cannot be 
evaded by a fictitious sale : there- 
fore where the donor gave the donee \ 
the purchase money, and then sold \ 
and delivered the slave receiving I 



hack the money, held to be a gift, 
and void without a deed. 43 
Such gift or sale would by the 7th 
section of the act of 1784 of North 
Carolina, be good between the par- 
ties, though void as to creditors and 
purchasers. 45 
The act of North Carolina of 180G, 
avoiding gifts of slaves unless in 
wriiing attested by a subscribing 
witness and registered, i.^ a statme 
ofjnuids^ made for tjie protection 
of donors, and a deed is inoperative 
under it, agaiust the donor, unless 
so attested and registered. 47 
A deed for slaves in Tennessee is 
void as to a subsequent purchaser, 
unless proved by two witnesses. 50 
Of a slave by deed, delivery 
not essential, if founded on a good 
consideration, such as natural love 
and affection. 60 
Parol of slaves, before the act of 
1785, was absolutely void in Vir- 

61 



ginja. 



" " Not good without a written 
transfer in North Carolina. 62 
" " " Contra 

under the act of 1784 as between 
the parties and volunteers under 
them, and void only where creditors 
and purchasers are concerned. 62 
** In Kentucky prior 

to, and under act of 1787. 67 
Of slaves, by an instiument not 
under seal and without delivery, 
void in North Carolina. 65 
In consideration of marriage, will 
be presumed, where the father sends 
the slaves to the husband immedi- 
ately afterwardso 71 
Verbal of slaves, when void to a 
woman who afterwards marries. 72 
Of slaves^ when will be considered 
as property of husband, [See Hus-^ 
band.] 

" " Though the act of North 
Carolina of 1806, requires that it 
should be by deed proved and regis- 
tered, yet, where the gift v/as by 
parol, and the donee had possession 
and claimed the property as his 
own, by virtue of the gift more than 
three years, held that the title wai 



4C0 



INDEX. 



tlieroby vested in him by llio act 
of limitutioii, and would vest in n 
purcliasor from liim. 74 
And grunts voluntary, |Seo ]SoU 
at foot of page] CO. 
[Seo Possession., Hemaindcr.] 

Good, Consideration, 

deed founded on, [See Gifts. \ 

GRAND-Children, [See Devist.l 

and gifts voluntary, [Sec Note to 
pagoj GO. 
grantor, [See Emancipation.] 

Ground, 

for redhibition, [See Wairanii/.] 

Guardian, [See Infant.] 

HABIT, 

of running away, [See Waj-ranti/.] 
of stealing, [ib.\ 

Harboring Slaves. 

statutes respecting, [See Note.] 442! 
an action on the case will lie for. " 
A runaway slave, must be secret 
and fraudulent to incur the penally 
under 4 sec. of act of 1791 of North 
Carolina. 443 
Action will not lie in Tennessee, if 
dofendant claims property in the 
slave, and acts upon thai ground 
and not with a view of subtracting 
profits from the owner, or from a 
desire to meddle with property to 
which he himself has no colorable 
claim. 4'S 
With motives not criminal, the per- 
son in possession without rigiit or 
title is liable to damages and ex^ 
penses incurred by the owner in re- 
covering the slave. 44G 
A slave emloyed b}'^ the captain on 
board a steamboat without his mas- 
ter's consent, was pursued by the 
master and accidentally drowned, 
the owners of the boat suffering 
him to bo so employed, or not pre- 
venting it, are responsible. 447 
[See Liabilities to blaster,] 

Health, 

roisi-eprescntation of, [See War- 
ranty,] 

HEARSA*-Evidence, [See Freedom.] 
Heirs, [See Detinue, Remainder.] 
Hire, Claim for, [Sec Hiring.] 
Lioss of, [i6,] 



HiRED-Slavo, 

death ot, |Sco Iliring,] 
Hirer, Infant, [See Jilmancipation.] 
Hiring of Slaves. 

[See Note,] 15^3 
If a slave hired by the year becomes 
sick or runs away, the hirer must 
lose the hire : but if the slave dies 
without his fault, then the owner 
must lose from the death. 152 
The hirer is discharged from his 
covenant to return the slave at the 
end of vear, if the slave dies before 
the time, 153 
Contra for a specified time, where 
the slave dies before the time. 155 
Same, where in a bond to restore 
slave on the rendition of a decree, 
and he runs away. 154 
Same, where slave is lost without 
fault of hirer. 155 
The hirer is chargeable with phy- 
sician*s bill, unless there is an ex- 
press agreement to contrary. 156 
Purchaser of slaves with legal no- 
tice of a better title is liable to pay 
interest on the hires he receives 
from others. 156 
The hirer is not entitled to abate-? 
Rient for sickness. 156 
As to limitation of hire. 157 
Where tenant for life of slaves dies 
after lit March, his lessee will hold 
them for remainder of the year : 
parol evidence of the declarations 
of tenant's for life hiring theni, is 
competent against the claims of 
those in remainder. 157 
The j)lantation slaves of a tenant 
for life who dies after 1st March, 
must remain to finish the crop with- 
out hire to the remainder man. 158 
Wages must be apportioned where 
a slave was hired for and. dies within 
the year. 159 
Refusal by a person without color 
of title to restore slaves upon tho 
demand of the true owner, is such 
a fraud as brings the case within 
the provisions of the Habeas-Corpus 
act. 160 
Of interest on the hire of slaves. 161 
The defendant cannot resist plainr 
tifl 's claim for bis slave, and thp 
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\\iv(i on the gvouud that thoro was no 
domuncl, 161 
Wlioro a legatee is in possession of 
(1 slave on tiio death of a testator, 
the executor can recover tiio hire 
from the granting of letters testa* 
n»entarv» 161 
A person who hires slaves and en- 
gages to return them in a particular 
manner, is responsihlo for their loss, 
if sent in a different manner, 163 
Slaves and not the master, are suh- 
ject to indictment for hiring out 
their own time, under the act of 
North Carolina of 1794. 163 
When a special demand of hirer 
necessary, 164 
[See Remainder, Sale] 

H ISP AN 10 LA, [See Prescription.] 

History, 

And origin of slavery, 8 

HoMiNE-Replegiando, 

This writ will not lie, after the 
granting of a certitic^vifi by a niagis-^ 
trate for the removal of the slave by 
his master. 384 

Husband , Debts of, [See Frauds.] 
Dying in life time of wife, [See JDe-' 
inse. 

House of, slaves sent with daughter 
to, [See Daughter.] 
Slaves of a female vest in, on the 
marriage, and though she survive 
him, her right to them is not reviv- 
ed. 39 
[See Dower^ liemaindcr. Wife.] 

IDIOCY, 

of a slave, [See Wan-anti/.] 

Ignorance, 

by vendor of defect in slave, [See 
W'Arranti/.] 

Illegal, 

importation, [See Emancipation.] 

Imperfect, 

right to slave, [See Emancipation.] 

Implioation, 

Emancipation by, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Implied Warranty, [See Warranty.] 
Importation, 

of slaves, [See Emancipation ] 
Imprtsonmbnt, 

of fugitive slaves, [See Fugitive.] 

f£jlsOi [See Freedom.] 



iNADMISSlIULlTy, 

of parol evidence, [See Emanci- 
pation.] 
Incapacity of slaves, 

a slave can make no contract. 190 
Cannot take by descent or pur- 
chase, 191 
Cannot hold property by devise. 191 
In S, Carolina, a free person of 
color is an incompetent witness in 
any case, even when tht parlies are 
of his own class. 19ll 
Contra in Louisiana. 195 
A free negro is incompetent in 
any case as a witness where tho 
rights of white persons are con-* 
cerned. 194. 197. 

A free man of color, may require a 
white man to give security to keep 
the peace, 195 
Presumption of slavery, arising 
from color, is confined to blacks. 195 
A free black is a competent witness 
to prove facts which happened 
while he was a slave. 196 
A slave n)anumitted by an infant 
may be a witness, although the gift 
of manumission may be revoked on 
his coming of age. 196 
A slave cannot be a party to a suit 
for any other purpose than to assert 
his freedom, he cannot contest the 
title of the person claiming him as 
his slave. 197 
A statu liber has no action Cor relief 
for ill treatment. 198 
The marriage of a slave has its civil 
effects upon his emancipation, but 
none before. 199 
Marriage where one cf the parties 
is a slave is legal, and if the mother 
be fi-ee the children are so, 199 
[ncrease of Slaves, 

The owner of a female slave may 
give her to one of his children, and 
her future increase to another. 28 
The words " future increase" in 
the bequest of female slaves, extend 
only to embrace such increase as 
are born after the bequest made, 
and cannot by constructfon be ex- 
tended to embrace prior born in- 
crease. 29 
Extent of warranty as to 132 
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Born during tho life of tho legatee 
for life, belong to the ultorioi* lega- 
tee. 23 
A contrary rule exists as to live 
stock. 24 
Born during tho life estate belong to 
legatee for life. 25 
The word " increase" in a Will 
should generally be restricted to the 
future increase of tho slave. 27 
And also is ambiguous : if it cannot 
bo ascertained by tho whole will 
taken together, it may be explained 
by parol testimony. 28, 29 

Incurable Disease, [See Warranty.] 
Malady, [ib.] 

IwDEMNiFicAi^ioN from Sheriff, [See 
Fugitive, 

Indenture of service, [See Emanci- 
pation. 

Indian ancestors, descent from,, [See 
Judgment.] 

Indians, 

Claimed as slaves, [See Freedom ] 
Some in Louisiana, slaves. 12 
Issue of Indian woman is free. 18 
Native, though slaves, brought 
into Virginia, cannot be held as 
slaves. 18 
Cannot be made slaves in \'^irginia 
since 1691. 19 
Are presumed free. 19 
Presumption of their freedom may 
be rebutted. 19 
« " rnay 

be supported by facts. 20 
Were held in slavery in New Jer- 
sey. 20 

Indiana, 

Constitution of, prohibits slave- 
ry. 352 

Indictment, 

When master not liable to, [See 
Hiring, Liabilities to master.] 
For killing a negro, [See Liabi- 
lities to master and others.] 
For the murder of a s'iave, [See 
Crimes^ Liabilities to master.] 
Variance in, [See Liabilities to 
master.] 

[See Hiring, Stealing.] 

Indictablk Offence, 

[See Kentucky ^ Liabilities to mas- 
ter.] 



Infant, 

In Spain, a donation to, of slaves 
delivered to the donees father is ir- 
revocable, although ho does not for- 
mally accept tho gift. 51 
Title to a slave in Tennessee, will 
vest in, where he or his guardian 
holds adverse possession for three 
years. 83 
Hirer, [See Emancipation.] 
Daughter, [See .Possession.] 
Revocation of manumission by, [See 
Incapaeily.] 

Informal, 

Emancipation, [See Emancipation.] 

Injuries, 

[See Liabilities to master.] 

Inspection, 

[See Mulatto, White Persons.] 

Intention, 

To defraud, [See Possession.] 
Of Testator, [See Wills.] 

Interest, [See Hiring.] 

Interference, 

Legislative justification of, [See 
Emancipation.] 

Interposition of a Court of Chan- 
cery, [See Recovery.] 

Introduction 

Of slaves frcm mother country. 9 

Issue of slaves. 

Intent ic give freedom to, will con- 
trol 32 
Entitled to liberty at a future day, 
if born before the day, are slaves. 32 
The same principle is adopted in 
Kentucky. 33 
Of white woman with a slave, [See 
White woman.] 

JOINT action, [See Freedom.] 

" Owners, manumission by two of 
three, [See Emancipation.] 

Judgment, 

Creditor, [^ee Possession.] 
Of freedom in favor of the mother 
is conclusive evidence of the free- 
dom of the child born after judg- 
ment. 411 
In favor of the maternal aunt on 
account of her descent from Indian 
ancestors, may be received in evi- 
dence in a suit for freedom, to shew 
the prevail i Rig reputation of the ex- 
istence of the right claimed. 413 
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Of acquittal, [Sue Crimes,] 

Record, [See l'nedom.\ 
Jury, trial by, (See (Jrimes.\ 
Justice, of the peace, [ib.] 

JUSTIPIOATION, 

of an action of Trespass, [See Li- 
abilities to master.] 

Kentucky, 

Parol gifts of slaves prior to and 
under act pf 1787. 67 
Rule, as to unconditional sale of 
slaves where possession remains 
witli vendor. 90 
A slave brought in, contrary to the 
statute, is an indictable offence. 384 
[See Ennancipation, Fugitive^ !$• 
sriCj Possession, Warrant^.] 

Kidnapping Slaves, 
[See Stealing.] 

Killing Slaves, 

Liabilities of others to the master 
for, [See Liabilities of master and 
others, and to master.] 

Knowledge of Facts, [Sec Warran- 

ty-] 

LABOR, 

and service&i Action of trespass for, 

[See Damages ] 
Land, 

issued by State to slave for military 
services, [SeeLiabilities of master.] 
Law, 

common — rules as to remainder, 

[See Remainder.] 

Remedy, [See Liabilities to rnas' 

ier.] 

Court of, [See Emancifation.] 
Leave of ebsence, [See Fugitive.] 
Legatee, 

<br life, of slaves, [See Hiring, In- 
crease.] 
Legislative interference, 

justification of, [Sf e Emancipation.] 
Lender, 

when divested of title to slaves, [See 
Possbssion.\ 
Lessee, of tenant, [See Hiring.] 
Liabilities of masters and others. 

Master may be convicted and fined 
for maltreating bis slave. 200 
The Court will not set aside a ver- 
dict of acquittal of a defendant who 
killed a slave upon an attempt to 
arrest him on suspicion of the slave's 



having committed a felony and at- 
tempting to sei'/.e a gun while en- 
deavoring to make his escape. 200 
To excuse a trespass for acciden- 
tally killing a slave, it must a|)pear 
to have been done without the iault 
of the person killing. 201 
The proper rule of damages, is tlio 
value of the slave at the the time of 
his death to master. 202 
A slave cannot bo iiiWed while fly- 
ing from his pursuers, by the statute 
of 1740, or at common law ; and the 
owner will be compensated for his 
loss if killed. 202 
The penalty of kWVing a slave, acts 
upon the person, not on the of- 
fence. 203 
An indictment under the act for kill- 
ing a negro, should specify the cri- 
minal nature and degree of oifence, 
and ihe facts a;id circumstances 
rendering defendant guilty. 203 
Liabilities of Master, 

A physician can not sustain an action 
against — for curing the slave of a 
disease, without his knowledge, un- 
less in case of necessity, 225 
Or during big absence. 225 
And owner is not liable for medical 
attendance upon a hired slave, 
given at request of |iirer. 226 
Where a slave was accustomed to 
deliver to a tanner raw hides, and 
receive tanned leather in return, by 
directions of his master, he is re- 
sponsible to tanner for the difference 
in their value. 227 
A n)aster may constitute his slave 
his agent. 228 
The owner is entitled to x\vd land 
warrant issued by the state to slave 
for military , services rendered by 
the slave in the war of the revolu- 
tion, 229 
The master is not liable for danjages 
from the negligence of his slave. 230 
Nor for injuries caused by the 
slave's negligent conduct, when not 
acting in his employment and under 
his authority. 236 
Contra — in Louisiana. 231 
But generally, he is not liable for 
the acts of his servants, unless done 
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by liis authority, and tlio principal 
nover, fortho criminal acts of his 
mere civil agent. 232 
Tiio manumission of a slave is an 
act of benevol(3nco, and obligulory 
upon tiio master, if in writing, and 
does not rest upon tlio principles of 
a contract upon consideration. 232 
A court of Equity cannot enforce 
a contract between master and slave 
If tlie slave has even complied with 
the conditions upon which his 
master agreed to emancipate 
him. 233. 237 

In North Carolina, an owner of a 
slave under the act of 1797, is liable 
to pay on his conviction of a capital 
charge, the costs of prosecution, 
prison, and execution fees. 234 
And is liable for the jail fees and 
other costs, having due notice of the 
criminal charge. 235 
The owner may be civily prosecu- 
ted for damages for theft of slave, 
without a previous criminal prose- 
cution. 234 
A master is liable for trespass com- 
mitted by slave, and it is not material 
whether he acted by his direction 
and sanction or not. 235 

Liabilities to Master, by others. 

Trespass will not lie by master for 
an assault and battery on his slave, 
unless attended by a loss of service, 
but is an indictable offence. 239 
Trespass may be justified where 
the slave wasatan unlawful assem- 
bly, combining to rebel, refused to 
surrender, and resisted by force. 239 
And an assault and battery commit- 
ted upon a slave without cause or 
prov'j-cntion is an indictable of- 
fence. 239 
Trespass may boi maintained by 

"* the master for the battery of his 
slave. " 243 

An assault with an attempt to mur- 
der a slave is indictable. 244 
The master is not liable to an indict- 
ment for a battery upon a slave 
hired by him. 244 
The statute penalty for harboring 
slaves is cumulatiye and does not de- 
stroy the common law remedy. 248 



Testimony cannot bo offered in mi- 
tigation of damages in justification 
of an action of trespass, that plain- 
tifi' had given defendant permission 
to vi.sit his slaves and diastise any 
of them found acting improper- 
ly. 248 
Wheirc a mariner slave is illegally 
discharged from on board a ship 
abroad, his wages can bo recovered 
by his master up to the time when 
he might have returned to the U. 
States. 233 
And that the owner of a slave may 
maintain a suit for his wages, as a 
mariner on board a coasting ves* 
sel. 262 
A master may claim the benefit of 
a lawful and voluntary engagement 
made in favor of his slave on an 
equitable consideration by a person 
capable of contracting. 263 
A civil action may be brought by 
the master for enticing away his 
slave, notwithstanding it may be a 
felony under the act. 264 
Liabilities to Master, 

For maiming, killing, or murdering 
slaves. 

A plaintiff recovering the full value 
of his slave on an injury done by 
defendant, upon his paying the 
judiiment, slave should be placed in 
liis possession. 249 
A variance in the indictment for 
the murder of a slave from ti e 
words of the statute, was held by 
the court to be immaterial. 249 
In a suit for killing a slave, pre- 
sumptive evidence supports the 
verdict. 249 
The murder of a slave under the 
act of 1821, is of the same grade 
and character as the murder oi a 
white man at common law, and 
must be made out by the same 
kind of proof. 251 
In an action for damages for killing 
a slave, plaintiff may be permitted 
to discontinue that nart of the suit 
which charged defendant as over- 
seer, with gross negligence and 
and mismanagement of his planta- 
tion and slaves. 251 
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in tlio state of Mississijipi, murder 
may be tonitriitted on u slave, as 
on a freeman. 252 
The court declared that under the 
act of 9tli Feb. 1819^ a slave 
was a person on whom the offence 
of stabbing and shooting might be 
committed, and that the act was in- 
tended to protect them as well as 
free persons from such outrages* 254 
Slaying a slave feloniously without 
malice, is manslaughter, and sub- 
jects the offender to punish- 
ment: 555 

iaiBER-Statu, 

[See Emancipation^ Freedom^ Tn- 
capacity.] 

Liberty, bequest of, [See Emanci 
pationk\ 

[See Issue i] 

Life, tenant for, 

. [See Hiring, Remainder i\ 

Time of wife, husband dying 
in, [See Devise ] 

Limitations, statute of, 

when begins to run, 82 
[See Gifts, Hire, Mortgage, Pos- 
session.] 

Loan, of slaves, 

to married daughter, [See Frauds.] 
by parol agreement and posses- 
sion, [See JPossessiun.] 
under and within the statute of 
fraud, [See Frauds.] 

Loanbe, 

of slaves, when title vests in, [See 
Possessioni Frauds.] 
Creditors of, [See Possession.] 

LoANou of slaves, [See Frauds.] 

Loans, bona fide, [ih.] 

Loss of hire, [See Hiring.] 
slaves, [ib.] 

service, [See Liabilities to tnas- 
ter.] 
Louisiana, 

Donation of slaves in, [See Dona- 
tion.] 

Deed of Emancipation in, [See 
Emancipation.] 

Rule as to personal property re- 
maining in possession of vendor, 
and see note. 91 
[See Emancipation, Freedomi Fu- 
gitive, Mortgage, Jncapacity.] 

59 



MAGISTRATE, 

aid of, to prevent transportation, 
[See Emancipation.] 

Maintainanck, [See Emanci])ation.] 

Maiiviinu or killing slaves, [See Liabili' 
ties to master.] 

Malady, Incurable, [See Warrantf/.] 
Redhibitory, [ib.] 

Maltreatment of slaves, 

[See Liabilities of master Smothers.] 

Manslaughter, 

[See Liabilities to master.] 

Manumission, 

qualified, of mothers, children born 
during, are born slaves. 35 
Certificate, registry of, [See Eman- 
cipation,] 

Contract, [ib.] 
Mode of, [ib.] 
Of daughter by mother, [See jEman- 
cipation] 

[See Incapacity, Liabilities of 
Ma.Uer.] 
Marriage, 

Conviction of, (See White Per- 
sons.] 

Of slave, [See Incapciiy.] 

[See Gifts, Husband, Remainder.] 

Married Daughter, 

loan of slaves to, [See Frauds.] 

Mariner slave, 

wages of, [See Liabilities to mas~ 
ter.] 

Maryland, 

slaves brought into, for sale or to le- 
side, [See Emancipation.] 
Who cannot be emancipated 
in, [See Emancipation ] 
[See White Woman ] 

Massachusetts, 

A slave voluntarily brought into, by 
ownerj is free.) 357 
[See Emancipatiorii 

Master^ 

liabilities for the^acts of slaves, [Sec 
Liabilities of master.] 
" " maltreating slaves, [ib.] 
Rights of, when effected^ [See 
Emancipation.] 

Liabilities for torts and crimes com- 
mitted by slave, [See 
Liabilities of master.] 

of others to, [See Liabilities to 

Blaster.] 
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Matbrnal-aunt, [Seo Judgment.] 
Matrimony, 

iiwiapacity. of slaves to contract, 

[Seo Incapacity.] 
Med]ical nttondance, 

[Seo Liabilities of Master,] 
Mental defect, [Seo Warrnnti/.] 
Military service, 

of stave, [Seo Liabilities of Mas 

(er.] 

MiNORis, Quanti, 

action of, [Seo Warranti/.] 

MiNORs-rights, [See Emancipaiion,] 

Misrepresentation, 

Off health of slave, [See Warranty.] 

Mississippi, [See Liabilities to Maste'/] 

Mode ai7xl effect, 

of emancipation, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Money, 

compensation in, on Division, [See 
Division] 
Moral qualities, [Seo Warranty.] 
MoRANDi-Animo, [See Emancipation.] 
Mortgage, 

of slaves, made out of Louisiana, 
will not effect a subsequent bona 
jide sale by the mortgager, unless 
ft be recorded. 164 
Whether a bill of sale, absolute on 
its face, is a mortgage or not, de- 
ponds on the circumstances of the 
case-— and an absolute bniirf sale 
and defeasancf^ are to be taken to- 
gether. 165 
Effect of sale by mortgagor. 166 
The children of a njortgagcd female 
slave, born after execution, sre as 
much liable to the demand of the 
mortgagee as the mother. 167 
Possession of a mortgagee or mort- 
gagor of a slave when not adverse, 
is not within the statute of Limita- 
tions ; but the statute will run when 
the possession becomes adverse : a 
possession continued 20 years is 
presumed adverse from the begin- 
ning : facts may intervene extend- 
ing the right of redemption beyond 
20 years. 171 
Parol evidence is inadmissible to 
provo that an absolute bill of sale 
of a slave was intended for a mort- 
gage. ' 174 



Contra, J75 
A slave pledged to secure payment 
of a sum borrowed, pledgee is liable 
in assumpsit for the profits of the 
slave beyond the interest of the debt 
the principal being paid. 175 
A njortgugee of a slave may main- 
tain trover, after the condition of 
the mortgage is broken. 177 
Detinue can be brought by the 
mortgagee to recover personal pro- 
perty mortgaged after the time for 
redemption has expired. 180 
The mortgagee of an unregistered 
mortgage of personal property, can- 
not follow the mortgaged goods into 
the hands of a bona fide vendee of 
the mortgagor, 180 
Mortgagee or hirer of slaves bound 
to supply necessaries. 180 
Mortgagee, ) rc wr * i 
Mortgagor, [^^^^ Mortgage] 

Mother, 

and chiFdren^ — Joint action by, for 
freedom, [See Preedom.] 
Manumission by, [See Emancipa- 
tion.'] 

Attaining 30 years of age, [ib.] 
[See Mortage.] 

Motives, not criminal, [See Harboring] 

Mcllatto, 

Is one having a visible admixture 
of Negro blood. 4 
And is known by inspection, 5 
Admissibility of, as a witness, 196 

Murder of slave, 

[See Liabiliiies to master.] 

NATIVE Indians, [See Indians.] 

Negligence, 

master not liable for, [See Liabili- 
iies of 7)iasfer.] 

Negroes, a bill of sale for, [See Gifts.} 
Are presumed to be slaves. 5 
Attempt by, to ravish a white wo- 
man, [See Crimes.] 
Born out of state, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Imported from Madagascar may be 
slaves. 11 
Killing, indictment for, [See Liabi- 
lities of master and others.] 
Moors and Mulatoes are slaves. 3 
Sale of, when hired out, [See Hi- 
ring] 



Stolon, bona-fido vendoo of> [Seo 

Stealings Vmdee,] 

Trading with, (See Trading.] 

Tribunal for the trial of, {See 

Crimes.] 
Neiohboriioou, 

reputation of, [See Emancipalion,] 
New-Jers'ey, 

Indians in, [See Indians,] 
New-York, 

{See Devisee, Dower ^ Emancipa- 

tioiiy Fugitive,] 
Nominal damages, [See Damages.l 
NoRTii Carolina, 

[See Crimes, Gifts, Harborings 

Hiring s Liabilities of Master^ 

Possession.] 
North- Western Territory, 

[See Emancipation.] 

NtJNCUP/lTIVE Will, 

[See Emancipation.] 
OFFENCES, Capital, [See Crimes.] 

indictable, [See Kentucky.] 

Trial of slaves and persons of color, 

for, [See Crimes.] 
Offspring, (See Freedom, Mortgage.] 
Ohio, 

constitution of,prohibits slavery. 354 
[See Emancipation.] 

Omission, 

to disclose facts, [See Warranty.'] 

ONus-Probandi, [See Freedom.] 

Ordinance of Congress, 1787, 
[See Emancifation.] 

Origin and history of slavery, 
[See Slavery.] 

Others, 

liabilities to master for abusing 
his slave, [See Liabilities to Mas- 
ter.] 

Assaulting, beating, or harboring 

him, [See ib.] 

Maiming or killing him, [ib.] 
Overseers, 

of a town, manumission by, [See 

Emancipation.] 
Owners, 

contract to manumit after death 

of, [See Emancipation.] 

Declaration or promise by, [See ib.. 

Freedom.] 

Demand by, [See Hire.] 

Devise of property to a slave 

by, [See Emancipation.] 
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Expenses incurred by.in recovering 

slave, [See Harboring.] 

Joint, [See Emancipation.] 

Of a female slave, [See Increase.] 

Of a stolon negoro, [See Vendee, 

Stealing,] 

Of slaves, may grant freedom to 
their future increase. 33 
Removing with his family from 
Kentucky to Ohio, [See Emancipor 
tion.] 

Right to emancipate, [See Eman- 
cipation, Liabilities o f master.] 

Ownership, 

presumptive evidence of, [See Pos- 
session.] 

Parent, 

The mere circumstance of being 
indebted at the time of making 
an advancement to a child, does not 
imply an intention in the person 
conveying, in consideration of na- 
tural love and aflcction, to defraud 
his creditors. 71 

PAROL-agreement, 

loan of slaves by, [See Possession.} 
Evidence, [See Emancipation, Hi' 
ring. Mortgage, Wa7'ranty.] 
Gifts, [See Gifts.] 
Sale, (See Sale.] 

Testimony, [See Increase, Sale,] 
Parties to a suit. 

Incapacity of slaves to be, [See 

Incapacity.] 
Parti AL-payment, 

[See Emancipation.] 
Partus sequitur ventrem, 3 

rule of, universally followed, 34 
PAYMENT-partial, 

[See Emancipation.] 
Pauper, counsel for, [See Fi-eedom.] 
Peace, 

security to keep, [See Incapacity ] 
PEACEABLE-possesssion, 

[See Posss-ssion.] 
Pedigree, [See Freedom.] 

Penalties, 

[See Liabilities of master and 

others.] 

PENDENTE-lite, 

purchase of a slave, [See Wa?'- 

ranty.] 
Pennsylvania, 

[See Ema^Hpation, Freedom.] 
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PERSONAI.-EstalO, 

slaves are considered ns, 2. 37 
" includej'jl in the term of, in 
wills and contracts, and are in every 
respect, except as to descent and 
last wills, personalty, 40 
Property, [See Property,] 

Personalty, 

[See Personal Estate,] 

Persons of color, presumed slaves. 

" " free, trial of, [See 

Crimes.] 

White, [See White Persons.] 
Petitions for freedom, 

[See Emancipation.] 
Physician, 

[See Hiring, Liabilities of master.] 
Pleas, 

[See Prespription, Warranty.] 
Policy, 

considerations of. [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 
Possession, 

Where the vendee suffers the ven- 
dor to retain, and he sells and deli- 
vers to a second vendee, the latter 
will hold in preference to the 
first. 49 
Where an infant daughter held as 
purchaser for a valuable considerar 
tion, and lives with her father and 
exercises acts of ownership over 
the slave, his creditors cannot dis- 
turb her possession. 50 
If a slave sold remains in the ven- 
dor, he is liable to be seized for 
his debts, 54 
Apd whether he remains with ven- 
dor or not, is matter of fact for a 
jury. 55 
Whore the vendee remains in, un- 
der another title than that of the 
sale, the judgment creditors of the 
vendor cannot seize the slaves under 
an execution against him. 55 
A gift of a slave, accompanied with 
actual, vests in the donee an abso- 
lute property, unless it be done 
with an intention to defraud. 73 
Delivery of, passes title, in North 
Carolina, notwithstanding act of 
1.819. 64 
A plaintiff may recover in Detinue 
^here be has held five yo^rs peace- 



tu>ly, which constitutes a title im 
Virginia, and may regain if lost — 
oven against the former owner. 77 
The same rule is adopted in Ken- 
tucky. 77 
Hold that five years peaceable and 
uninterrupted, in the loanec, before 
or since the act to prevent frauds 
and perjuries, and without demand 
on the part of tho lender, are con- 
sidered as the absolute property of 
the loanee, as to creditors and pur- 
chasers under him. 78 
Five years peaceable, gives title, 
which if lost, may be regained. 79 
And even against the former own- 
er. 79 
And the same principle, in the 
case of an unrecorded conditional 
sale. 80 
And the rights of the creditors of 
lotinee will be protected. 79 
Lost, after being held for more than 
twenty years peaceably^ and ob- 
tained by one, who claimed title, 
held that plaintiff's possession was 
conclusive evidence of property. 80 
Twenty years by distributee, not 
sufficient to infer an assent by admi- 
nistrator. 81 
Five years peaceable, of slaves, 
under a loan by parol agreement, 
vests the title in loanee, subject to 
his creditors, and which cannot be 
divested by returning them after 
the expiration of the above time. 94 
Of slaves — rule as to who shall be 
considered in^ — where the use en- 
joyed in common, 90 
Personal property remaining in 
vendors, is presumptive evidence 
of ownership which may be rebut-r 
ted, but is no evidence of fraud 
per se, [and see note.] 91 
It is for the jury to say whether it 
was made to hinder or delay credi- 
tors. 93 
Adverse, sufiicient to bar an action, 
vests an absolute right of proper- 
ty, ^ 83 
Of infant, by himself or guardian. 83 
Must be adverse, or the statute is no 
protection. 82 
Of seller, [See Hiring.] 
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'PoSHESSOR, 

AcUnowlodgmont by, [Soo Frauds.] 
[Seo Property,] 

Power of State, 

to cliango condition of persons, [Seo 
Emancipation.] 

Prescription, Of title to slaves by. 
If a slave be claimed by— -an exa- 
mination of tho question must be 
according to the laws of the country 
in which he was thus acquired. 95 
Must be pleaded by a party who 
relies on — or it will not be supplied 
ex officio^ by the court. 100 
Time requisite, [See Freedom.] 
Is interrupted by an action in which 
the plaintiff is nonsuited. 102 
Is never pleadable to a claim of free- 
dom. 101 
A slave who enjoyed her freedom 
in Hispaniola, may reckon that 
time, in establishing her right 
by. 103 
In redhibitory actions, [See War- 
rani i/.] 

:P RESUM PTioN, of freedom, [See Indians] 
Of slavery, [Sfcfe Freedom, Jncapa- 
citi/.] 

Presumptive Evidence, [See Liabili- 
ties to master.] 

Of ownership in vendor, [See Pos- 
session.] 

Price, action for, [See JVarranti/.] 
Causes for reduction in, [See War- 
ranty.] 

Principal, [See Sale.] 

Proband!, Onus, [See Freedom.] 

Profits, 

of devised slaves, [See Remainder.] 

Property, 

slaves considered as real and per- 
sonal. 36. 37 
And cannot acquire. 6 
Personal, where a vendor of, deli- 
vers lo vendee upon condition, with 
0 stipulation that the riglit of, is to 
remain in vendor till payment, a 
sale by vendee without performing 
the same conveys no title. 70 
Personal, three years adverse pos- 
session of a slave in Tennessee 
vests right of, in possessor. 76 
[See Liabilities to master. Posses- 
sion. Warranty,] 
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Protection, 

and forthcoming of a slave, [Soo 
Freedom.] 

of donors, [Seo Gifts.] 
Punishment, 

(See Crimes ] 
Purchase, 

incapacity of slaves to take by, [Seo 

Incapacity.] 

Where slavery is not tolerated, [See 
Emancipation.] 

Of a slave pendente lite, [Seo ib,] 

Purchasers, 

[See Emancipation, Gifts, Hiring, 
Warranti/.] 

QUALIFIED Manumission, 

(See Manumission.] 

Qualities, moral, [See Warranty.] 

QuANTi-niinoris, action of, [ib.] 

RAVISH, 

attempt of a negro to, (See Crimes.] 

Real Estate, 

slfJrv'es are considered as. 2. 36 
Though for some purposes slaves 
are declared by statute to be — they 
are nevertheless personal, and liable 
as chattels to the payment of 
debts. 37 
Held in South Carolina, that since 
the act of ISOO, a will that does not 
pass lands, will not pass a slave. 59 
[See Wills.] 

Recission of a sale, [See Warranty,] 

Reclaim of a slave, 

[See Emancipation.] 

RECORD-Judgment, [See Freedom.] 

Recorded will, validity of, [ib.] 

Recovery of slaves, action for. 415 
An action of detinue may be rnain'!- 
tained without naming the ne- 
gro. 415 
Detinue does not lie for a slave who 
died before suit brought. 415 
A complainant must show a clear 
title to authorise the interposition of 
a Court of Chancery to restrain a 
sale of a slave levied upon. 416 
In an action of detinue for slaves, 
damages are several. 417 
One joint tenant, cannot maintain 
an action against his co-tenant. 417 
In detinue for slaves, if the slave 
dies pendente lite, what damages 
' 5ir.e recoyerable, 41S 
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Of dowci', bar for, [See Devise.] 
[See Damages^ Detinue.] 

REDHiniToiiY uciions, 

ground for, [See Warrant?/.] 
Case, [ib.] 
Defects, [ib] 
Malady, [ib.] 
Vices, [ib.] 

Redemption, right of, [See Mm'tgagc] 

Reduction, in the price of 
a slave, [See Wan^anty.] 

Kepusal, to restore slaves, [See Hire] 
By slave to surrender, See Liabili- 
ties.] 

Registry, 

Of certificates of manumission, 
[See Emanipation ] 
Of slaves. [ib.] 

iREMAINDER, 

a husband dying in the lifetime ofthe 
wifOf cannot devise away slaves to 
which she is entitled in remainder 
or reversion, though he might in his 
lifetime sell his interest for a valu- 
able consideration. 57 
The court will, in its discretion, 
compel a tenant for life to give se- 
curity to the remainder man. 184 
A devise to take effect after the 
death of the devisor is good, [See 
Note.] 184 
Slaves devised to a cliild when he 
shall arrive at age, the profits of, if 
not otherwise disposed of, go to his 
support. 185. 319 

A person taking possession of slaves 
must account for the hire or pro- 
fits. 185 
If 3. feme f-olc entitled to slaves in 
remainder or reversion, marries be- 
fore the determination of tlie parti- 
cular estate, the right belongs to 
the survivor of them. 185 
Where the devise was to a daughter 
for life and to her heirs, and for 
want of such heirs, a limitation over 
to the otiier children of testator, is 
not too remote. 186 
Or where the devise was to W. and 
his heirs forever, but if he died with- 
out issue, then to C. is the same. 189 
Same in case of a gift where the 
grantor dies without issue. , 188 
A condition in the sale of a slave, 



that if purchaser dies without issue 
it shafl revert or pass to a third 
parJy is void, and the property vests 
in the first taker. ' 187 

Where the first taker has an abso- 
lute estate in the property devised, 
then a limitation over is void. 188 
The rule of common laia will pre- 
vail. 189 
The value of the slave at the time 
when demanded by the remainder 
claimants, after the termination of 
the life estate, with interest and 
costs shou'a bo recovered by the 
vendee, against the vendor, in a 
covenant of title. 190 

REMAii>:o£R-man, [See Hiring.] 

Removal of slave, 

[See Eviaiicipationy Homine-Iic' 
plegiando.] 

Renunciation of will, [See Devise.] 

Representatives of husband, 
[See Dcwer.] 

Reputation of neighborhood, 
[See Freedom.] 

Reservation, 

[See Increase^ Eviancipation.] 

Residence, 

in a free state, [See Emancipation.] 
Temporary, abroad, [ib.] 

Responsibility, 

for value of slave, [See Harboring.] 

Reversion, [See Devise^ Remainder.] 

Revocation of manumission, 
[See Incapacity.] 

Rights, 

creditor's violation of, [See Eman- 
cipation.] 

Of minor, [ib.] 
Of property, [ib.] 
Of white persons, [See Incapa- 
city.] 

To sue, [See Wan-anty.'] 
' Redemption, [See Mortgage.] 
Renunciation of, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Of owner to emancipate, [ib.] 
Rule, 

As to possession of slaves, in com- 
mon, [See Possession.] 
As to partus sequiter ventrcns, [See, 
Possessiori.] 

As to sale of slaves in Kentucky, 
[See Kentucky.] 
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As to sale of slaves in Louisiuna, 
[See Louisiana,] 

Of common law, [Seo lleinaindcr.] 
Of Damages, [See Liabilities to 
master. 1 

Of evidence in suits for freedom, 

[See Freedom.] 
IvUN/VWAY Slaves, 

[See JTKgitives, Warrant}/.] 
SALE, 

Action to rescind, — [See War- 
ranty.] 

Bill of — made by a person indebted, 
Viho retains possession after ex- 
ecution of the bill, is void as to 
the interests of third persons — 49 
Of negroes may be deemed fraud- 
ulent from other circumstances 
than vendors continuing in pos- 
session. 53 
[See Mortgag^y. XVarranti/.] 
By a broker — [See IVarraiiit/.] 
" Sheriff— '[See Fugitiim.] 
" Vendee of personal property — 
[See Property,] 
ContiitionaU — [See Possession.] 
Of negro while hired to another, 
traii?fers the possession and right 
of prG{>erty, and the subsequent 
holding by the pe'.son who had 
hired, is not to be ircated iiX ihe 
possession of the seller. . 68 
Of a fugitive slave — [See Fugitive.] 
Of a slave entitled to freedom in 
futuro. [^QQWarranty.] 
" on condition — [See Condition. 

Remainder.] 
" with Warranty— [See War- 

aniy.] 

Fictitious— :-[See Gifts.] 

Parol, not void, aud the exclusion 
of parol testimony as to contracts 
of this description, is a privilege 
which the parties may waive. 59 

" of slaves in North Carolina, ac- 
companied with the delivery of 
possession, is valid and transfers 
the title. 64 

Rule as to remaining in possession 
of vendor in Louisiana. 91 

Unconditional — Kentucky rule as 
to remaining in possession of 
vendor. 90 

When uriattend'id with any real, 



fictitious, or conventional de- 
livery, liable to bo attached for 
vendor's debt. 46 
Of Slaves. 
Where an agent to purchase a 
slave takes title in his own name 
without disclosing it, and subse- 
quently the slave conies to the 
possession of the principal^ who 
tenders the price which the agent 
did not then receive at his own 
request, the jury may infer a 
subsequent valid sale by the agent 
to his principal, 432 
Void, — [See Warranty.] 
Sanction. 

of master, slave acting by, — [See 
Liabilities of master.] 
Security 

to keep the peace, [See Incapacity,^ 
Seller. 

I>eceit of, — [See Warraiiiy.] 
Possession of'^[Seo Hiring>\ 
Services and Lakor 

Action for-'— [See Damages.] 
Indenture of — [See Emancipaiion.i 
Loss of, by master, [See Liabilities.r 
Military — of slave, [jh.] 
Sekvitiodb. 

te m po r a ry — [S e e Em ancipai ion . | 
S K ERr FF-™- [vSee Fvgii ive.] 
Sickness. 

Abatement for~[See Hiring,] 
Slavery. 

Damages for illegally holding in,-— 

[See Damages.] 
Origin aud history of— 8 
Presumption of — [See Freedom., 

Incapacity ^^ 
Toleration of — [See Emancipation. 
SLAVES, 

Absolute deed of sale of, [See 
Gifts.] 

Abusing of, [See Liabilities to 
master.] 

Acts of, [See Liabilities of Mas- 
ter.] 

Action for, [See Detinue.] 
Adverse possession of, [See Infant.^ 
Possession] 

Advertised, profits of, [See Rt- 
mainder.] 

And servants — harboring of, [See 
Liabilities to master.] 



Are considered human beings 1 
Are capable of volition* 2 
Are conBidered chattels. 2 
Are " Personal Estate. 2. 37 
Real Estate, 2. 36 

Are included in the ter'itJ •* personal 
estate" hi contracts and wills, and 
as assets in the handu of execut- 
ors. 40 
iSill of sale of, [See Gifti Mart- 
gagCf Sale.] 

Chattels^ are considered as< 2 
Children of, follow the condition of 
mother. 3. 24 

Claim for* and hire of, [See Hir- 
ing*] 

«• of Indians as, [See Freedom.] 
Crimes committed by, [See Crimes] 
Deed of Gift, for, [See Gift.] 
Delivery of, [See Said] 
Detinue for, [See Detinue.] 
Devise of, [See Devise i] 
** to [See Emancipation] 
Devised, profits of, [See Re- 
mainder,] 

Division of, [See Division,] 
Donatton of, [See Infant^ Louisi- 
ana.] 

Do not escheat to the state, as in 
case of real estate for defect of 
heirs, but vest in administrators or 
executors as assets for the benefit 
of creditors. 41 
Emancipation of, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Eistate — are considered real and per- 
sonaU 2. 37 

Female, [See Increase.] 
Freedom to, [See Freedom.] 
Fugitive, [See Fugitive. 
Debts contracted by, [ih.] 
Imprisonment for fornication and 
bastardy, [ih.] 
General — Devise of, [See Hus- 
band.] 

Gifts of, [See Gifts ] 
Harboring of, [See Harboring.] 
Hiring of^ [See .Hiring.] 
*' out their own time, [ih.] 
Human-beings, are considered as. 1 
Importations of, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Incapacities of, [See Incapacity.] 



Incretiso of, (See increase;] 
Introduced from r/iother-county. H 
In whose possession^ where used in 
common, [See Possession.] 
Issue of, [See Issue.] 
Kidnapping of, [See Stealing.] 
Liberty, bequest of-^to, (See 
Emancipation.] 

Loans of, [See Fraudi, Possess- 
ion.] 

Loss of, [See Hiring.] 
Maltreating of, [See Liabilities to 
Master.} 

Mariner, wages of, [ih.] 
Marrit^ge of; t^ee Incupadty.] 
JMisrepresentaluin of — health of» 
[See Wctiranty.] 
MiS^tgage of, [See Mortgage.] 
Murder of, [See Liabilities to and 
of Master and others.] 
Of a female, (See Husband.] 
Owners of, [See owner.] 
Per8onaJ.-estate*~-are considered 
as. 2. 37 

Pledged, [See Mortgage.] 
Positession — ^peaceable of, [See 
Possession.] 

Real- Estate — are considered, 
as, 2. 36. 

" *' Pass by statute of wills 

as, but are chattels for payment of 
debts. 37 
Reclaiming of, (See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Recovery — risk of, [Sec War- 
ranty.] 

Reduction — in price of, [ih.] 
Removal of, [See Emancipation.] 
Responsibility for value of, [See 
Liabilities to Master.] 
Runaway, [See Fugitive.] 
Sale of, [See Sale.] 
Sojourn abroad of, [See Emanci- 
pation.^ 

Special demand of, [See Hiring.] 
Stealing of, [See Stealing.] 
Suspicion of being runaways, [St^i 
Fugitive.] 

Thefts of, [See Liabilities of mas- 
ter.] 

Torts, committed by, [ib.] 
Trading of, [See Trading.[ 
Trespass by, (See Liabilities of 
and to master.] 
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tinreclniinod, (Soo Fugitive,] 
Unsound, Sale of, [See Warranti/,] 
Vendee of, \ [See Vended 
Vendor ofi f and Vendor.] 
Verbal, gifts of, when void, [See 
Vf^arranttf.] 

VolStion^ are capable of^ 2 

Who, aret, 

Negroes^ 3 
Indians, 3. 12. 18. 19.20 

M rs, 3 
MulattceSi 3 

When a bill will lie by, [See Free* 

dam,} 

SoJlOURN, 

in Pennsylvania, [See Emancipa- 
tion.} 

of a slave in France, 
Sole, Feme, marriage of, 

{See Remainder^ 
Soundness, [See Vfarranty.] 
Spanish, woman, descendant of, 

[See Emancipation.] 
State, 

Assent of, to Wills or deeds of manu- 
mission, iSee Emancipation.] 
Power of, to change condition of 
persons, [ib.] 

Removal out of, \ r^j, i 

*« to another, { 
Slaves do not escheat to, [See 
Slaves.] 

Statute, of Frauds, [See Frauds ] 
of Limitations, [See Limitations^ 
FossessionA 
of Wills, [See W^iUs.] 
Relative to tribunal for trial of ne^ 
grces, [See Crimes.] 
Respecting the harboring of slaves, 
[See Harboring.] 

Statu, liber, [See Emancipation^ Free- 
doMt Incapacity.} 

Stealing and Kidnapping, Slaves, 434 
A slave may be guilty of, tho' no 
force is used, 434 
And although the owner consented 
to the plan arranged with a view of 
detecting the offender, ^ 435 
Taking a slave a few yards with an 
intent to steal, completes the felo- 
ny. 436 
The acts against, apply to negroes 
as well as whites, 436 
Indictment must state the negro 



stolen to bo a slave ; and if it does 
not, and defendant is acquitted, it is 
no bar to a subooquent prusecu* 
tion» 436 
Must state slave was taken and re^^ 
moved without the consent of 
owner) 437 
[See Warranii/.] 

StolIbn, negro j [See Vendee.] 

Subscribing, witness, [See Gifts.] 

Sub, Hight to, [See Warranty.] 

Suits, for freedom, [See Freedom.] 
" Rule of evidence in, [ib.] 
Incapacity of slaves to b.e parties 
to, [See Incapacity.) 
On Warranty, [See Warrantr/.] 

Support, slaves unable to gain, [See 
Emancipation.] 

Surrender, Refusal of slaves to, [See 
Liabilities of master. 

Surety, [See Warranty.] 

Suspicion, 

of slave's being a runaway, [See 
Fugitive.] 

TEMPORARY servitude* 
[See Emancipal 'on ] 

Tenant for life, declarations of, [See 
Hiring.] 

[See Remainder.] 

Tender, [See Detinue.] 

TSNNESSEE, 

Will or Deed of emancipation 
in, [See Emancipation.] 
[See Frauds.Gifts, Harborings In 
fant, Property.] 

TERRiTORY,Norlh Western, [See Eman- 
cipation.] 

Testator 

Children of, [See Remainder.] 
Debts of, [See Devise, Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Intention of, [See Wills.] 
[See Emancipation,] 

TESTIMONY-Parol, 

Exclusion of, [See Sale.] 
[See Crimes^ Increase ] 
Thepts, of slaves, [See Liabilities of 
Master.] 

Thief, allegation that a slave was, 
[See Warranty.] 

Title, covenant of, [See Remainder.] 
To freedom, [See ^mancipation.] 
To slaves, a deed registered is not 
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necessary to pass title to, whon pos- 
session follows and accoiiipunies 
the gift or sale. 41 
Warranty of, [SoO Warranty.] 
[Sofi Saht Warratlti/,'j 

Toleration of slavery, 
[See Emancipaiion,] 

Torts, 

committed by iho slave, '{Seo Lia- 
bilities of Master ^ Ci'imiBs.] 
Town, 

Overseers of, [See Emancipation,] 

Trader, [See Tradifig.} 

Tradino, 

with slaves, penalties for. 438 
Not knowing the negro to be a slave, 
no defence. 438 
Trader liable for all the acts direct- 
ly flowing from such trading. 440 
No defence to trader, that corn was 
given by the oversieer to the slave, 
for the purpose of detection, who 
traded it in his presence. 441 

TrAwsfer, 

In North Carolina under act of 

1784,,[&ee Gifts,] 

Kule as to in No/rth Carolina. 67 

Treaty of cession, [See Emancipa- 
Jion,] ' ' 

Trespass, by sljiives^"^ 

See Liabilities of Master.] 
Action of, when for labor and ser- 
vices, [See Damages.] i,. 
And false imprisonment, [See Free- 
dom.] 

Triai., 

and punishment of slaves, [See 
Crimes.] 

By jury, [Seci Crimes.] 

By free persons of color ea tilled 

to, [See Crimes.} ' 

TniBDNAt, for the trial of negroes, [See 
Crimes.] 

Trover, [See Mortgage.} 

TnusTEEsj' [See Warranty/.] 

ULTERIOR legatee, [See Increase.] 

Unlawful assembly, 

slaves at, [See LiahiUiies to Mas- 
ter.} 

Unmarried woman, 

verbal gifts to, [See Gif^s.] 
Unreclatmi- d slave, [See Fugitive ] 
Unrecorded sale, [See Possession.] 
Unsoitnd slave,Sale of, [See Warrant i/] 
Unsoundness, [ib ] 



Use in common of slnvosr 

[See Posncss^ioii,] 
VALIDITY, 

of a recorded will. |Seo Freedom.] 
Value, of slave, (See Remainder*] 

Re^sponsibility for, [See Xiarh9ring>\ 
Variance, Tn Indictment, 

[See Liabiltirs to master.] 
Vendee, 

Manumission by, [See EmancipU' 

fion.] 

Sale of Personal Property, without 
performing stipulation with vendor, 
[See Property.] 

The bona fide^ of a stolen negro, is 
not entitled to demand the price- 
from lawful owner, 69 
[See Fugitive^ Mortgage, Posses- 
siony Property, Remainder^ Wav- 
ranty,] 
Vendor, 

Attachment for debts of, [See SjulL\ 
Ignorance of defect in slave^ [See 
Warranty.] 

Personal property remaining 
in, \^eii:;'y Property^ Personahi 
Presumptive evidei^ce of ownership 
in, [See Possession^ 
[See Kentucky, Possession^ i?e- 
mainder.] 
Verbal, 

Gifts,, of slaves when void, [See 
Gifts.] 

Verdict, of acquittal, [Se^^ Liabilities 

of master and others. 
Vice, Absolute^ [See Warranty.} 

Redhibitory, [ib.] 
Violation, 

of creditors rights, [See Emanci- 

pation.] 

of statute, lib.\ 

Violence, of a disease,^ 

disguising &c. [See Warranty.} 

Virginia, 

Devise to a slave in, [See Devise.} 
Importing into, [See Emancipa- 
tion.] 

Slaves taken from,. [ib.] 

Slaves when entitled to freedom 

in, [See Freedom.] 

Parol gifts of slaves in, [See Gifts.} 

5 years possession of a slave 

in, [See Possession.] 

[See Fugitive Indians^.] 
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Void, Salo, (See Warranty, 
Voluntary, Gifts and Grants, 

See Note to page 60. 

Importations, of slaves, [See 

Emancipation. 
WAGES, apportionment of, [See Hi- 

rtng.} 

Of mariner slave, [See Liabilities 
to Master.] 

Wlion recoverable by slave, [Sec 
Damages.'^ 
Warranty, 

Is an executory contract. 128 
No particular form of words neces- 
sary to. 128 
Of soundness means, that the thing 
wrarranted is sound at the time of 
sale, not that it should continue so 
thereafter. 127 
And is also implied, in South Caro- 
lina, for a slave sold for full 
price. 127 
Not implied from price, where pur- 
chaser is acquainted with the de- 
fects. 120 
Not broken where purchaser has a 
knowledge of ^11 the facts. 121 
A disease curable in its origin, but 
incurgble at time of sale, is a red- 
hibitory case. 115 
Any disease with which a slave is 
afflicted at the time of sale is in- 
curable, may be pleaded as a redhi- 
bitory vice. 107 
Redhibitory defects in a skve, may 
be pleaded after 12 months, in de- 
fence of an action for the price. 109 
In an action to rescind the sale of a 
slave commenced within 6 months, 
the plaintiff must prove at what 
time he obtained a knowledge of the 
redhibitory vices. 110 
Prescription in redhibitory actions 
runs from the time defects become 
known to the purchaser."^ 112 
Vendors ignorance of a defect in 
slave, no protection in the action 
quanti minoris. 113 
To defeat an action of Redhibition, 
it must be shown that the purchaser 
knew the ditease was incurable, or 
otherwise, that he bought the risk 
of the slaves recovery. 117 
The same principle adopted in 
Kentucky. IIS 
Pufchasci of a sUr© absolved from 



contract, if on the salo her state of 
health is misrepresented or conctml'' 
ed ; [and ^pe Note^ p. 120.J 110 
Redhibitory action sustained, andf 
recission of the sale ordered, when 
the malady of which the stave diej 
is incurable, and baffles the regular 
aid. ^ 131 
Parol evidence admissible to proVd 
declarations of vendor as to redhi- 
bitoi-y vices at or before sale, but 
not declaraiions of strangers. 122 
Disguising or misrepresenting the 
violence of a disease^ renders sale 
void. 122 
As also omitting to disclose facts 
not discernible. 123 
In an action for selling an unsound 
slave with — it is po defence that the 
slave had been sold to a third per- 
son, and no recovery had been 
had. 124 
The causes for a reduction in the 
price of a slave, must be the same 
as those for which a recission of sale 
may be demanded. 125 
When a jury find that a slftv\3 had 
the consumption at and befof^ the 
time of sale and trapsfer, the tourt 
below, will, from tl^c nature of the 
disease, presume it incurable. 126 
Redhibitory defects should be solv- 
ed by the circuj^istances of each 
case ; and unless i.ho thing is abso- 
lutely useless, it is the duty of the 
courts to make a deduction in price,, 
thaa avoid the sale. 128 
The defect must be material. 130 
Where there is no express wacran- 
ty, it hausi averred the defendant 
^neto of the unsoundness. 131 
Extent as to increase. 132 
As to slaves generally, and applica* 
to otlier chattels. 132 
Suit on. 132 
Of moral qualities* 132 
Drunkenness is a mental, not a phy- 
sical defect, and is not a ground for 
redhibition. 133 
But a frauduleiit concealment of it, 
will be a ground for rescinding the 
contract. 134 
Thief — An allegatioi* feat a slave 
was, will authorize e liience of tho 
habit of stealing. 135 
In South Carolina, uot implied* 136 
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Habtt of runntng away, what 
amounts to. 136 
A slave destriibed in a bill of sale 
as a bo]^ dotaestique^ cockier, et 
hriquiiictTf ^ufkcieni if he be proven 
to be a good domestic, coachman, 
Knd brickmaker. 136 
Crazi^ess or idiocy is an absolute 
vice, and where not apparent will 
annul the sale. 139 
Malady, redhibitory- — evidence of 
its previous existence must be giv- 
en, when it doe^ not manifest itself 
within three days after the sale. 140 
A vendee cannot demand a recis- 
sion of the sale, for a capital crime 
committed by the slave immediate- 
ly tlierftafter. 141 
A ore^isioa of the sale of all the 
slaVes, where several are bought 
together, and for a single price, 
cannot be demanded by the vendees 
on account of a redhibitory defect 
in one or more of them. 144 
Stealing, though unaccompanied 
with force, is at redhibitory de- 
fect. 145 
Not the essence of the contract. 147 
tn a re<^ibffory action, plaintiflf 
may prove hat slave ran away after 
purchase. 147 
Of title, 

Liability of surety on. 14S 
Of Sale by a broker. 149 
Sale of a riave by a person having 
no title, and Without warranty, a 
recovery by a third person is not 
necessary to give the vendee a right 
of action, as his right to sue orig^ 
naces from deceit of seller. 14y 
Implied— of title, exists in every 
sale of personal property, excep- 
tions to the rule, are trustees and 
executors, or perhaps sherifls and 
agents. 150 
Implied— H)f title, violated by sel- 
ling a slave absmutety, who is at a 
future time entitled to freedom. 151 
If the purchaser buys pendente /t7e, 
he takes the titUt dependant on the 
event of the suit. 151 
WHlffE Persons, 

Issue of a white woman with a 
slave, are slaves under Maryland 
act — afterwards repealed 21 



A conviction of the marriage of a 
white woman with a slave must be 
produced under the act of 1663 to 
enslave her descendants. 21 
On inspection, ar© presumed free, 
unless a descent from a slave in the 
maternal line be proved. 22 
Rights of, where concerned, [See 
Incapacity.] 
WHiTE-Woman, 

Attempt by negro to ravish, [See 
Crimes,] 

Conviction of the marriage of^ [See 

White Persons.] 
Widow, (See Douoer.] 
Wife. 

The husbands' right to the dower 
slaves of, if reduced by bim to pos- 
session, pass on his death to his 
representatives. 38. 
[See Doioerf Remainder^] 

Will, 

AAer purchased i$laves do not pass 
by, unless it appears to be the in- 
tent of the testator. 58 
By statute of, slaves pass as real 
estate,, and an executor has no title 
in or power over a slave, specific- 
ly devised, unless expressly reserv- 
ed to him. ' 37. 
The word "increase*^ in, [See 
Increase.] 

Emancipation by, [See Emanci- 
pation.] 

Nuncupative, [ib.] 
Recorded — ^validity of, [See Free- 
doni:} 

Renunciation of, [See Devise.] 
[See Real Estate.] 

Witness, 

Incapacity of slaves to be, [See /»- 
capacity.] 

Incompetent, [ib.] 
Subscribing, [See Gift ] 
Woman, 

Unmarried, — ^gifts verbal of slave, 
when void to, [See Gifts.] 
Spanish, — descendant of, [Se^ 
Emaneipaiion.] 

White, conviction of the marriage 

of, [See White Potsons.] 
Writ, [See Homine Replegiando,] 
Year, Slaves sold for a time 

of, [Bee Emancipation.] 

Hiring £«f Slaves for, (See Hiring.] 



